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PREPARING  FOR  THE  PRESS, 

{And  will  be  publilhed  as  foon  as  there  lhall  be  a fufficient  Number  of 
Subfcribers  to  defray  the  Expences  of  Printing,  Engraving,  & c.) 

OECONOMICAL  BOTANY; 

O R, 

AN  HISTORT 

OF  SUCH  PLANTS  AS  ARE  USEFUL  IN 

MEDICINE,  AGRICULTURE,  GARDENING,  DYING,  BREWING, 
WINE-MAKING,  FARMING,  TURNING,  CABINET-MAKING, 
MANUFACTURING  OF  LINEN,  &c. 

With  the  beft  and  moft  approved  Methods  of 

s 

CULTIVATING  AND  PREPARING  THEM  FOR  USE. 


IT  is  propofed  to  print  this  Work  in  Odtavo,  to  publilh  a Num- 
ber every  Month,  and  with  the  Defcription  of  each  Plant  to  give 

its  Figure  accurately  delineated  and  engraved. 

% 

As  the  Publication  of  this  Work  will  entirely  depend  upon 
the  Number  of  Subfcribers  being  competent  to  its  Expences, 
thofe  who  wilh  to  encourage  it,  will  be  pleafed  to  leave  their 
Names  with 

1 H 0 M AS  P E A R S 0 N,  Printer  and  Bookfeller , Birmingham; 
Or  R.  BA  LDWIN,  No. 47,  Paternofter-Row,  London. 


ERRATA  in  the  Names  of  Plants  in  the  following  Work, 

Page , 42,  for  Pearbind,  read  Bearbind. 

— for  Convalvulus,  read  Convolvulus. 

57,  for  Clafs  2.  14.  read  21. 14. 

70,  for  Teflilago  Putafites,  read  Tuffilago  Petafites. 

■  80,  for  Caru,  read  Carui. 

150,  after  the  Latin  name,  add  6. 1. 

■  195,  after  the  Englifh  name,  add  Tragopogon  Pratenfie 

19.  1. 

•  2*1 3,  after  the  Latin  name,  add  13.  1. 

315,  for  Trofolium  Melilitus,  read  Trifolium  Meli- 

lotus. 

382,  for  Papaves,  read  Papaver. 

391,  after  the  Englifh  name,  add  Rubus  Idseus,  12.  5. 

*  426,  after  the  Englifh  name,  add  Artemifa  Abrota- 

num,  19,  2. 

■  428,  for  Aethus,  read  Aethufa. 

451,  for  Thrmentilla,  read  Tormentilla. 

And  whatever  other  trifling  errors  may  occur,  the  Rfeader  is  re- 
quelled  to  correct  with  his  Pen. 


PREFACE. 

1THSTANDING  the  great  number 


of  Herbals  which  are  now  extant : the  want 
of  one,  better  calculated  for  general  utility  than 


felt,  and  regretted.  Nor  is  this  in  the  leaft 
degree, furprifing ; as  very  little  relpefting  the 
medical  qualities  of  herbs,  that  can  be  termed 
ufefui  information,  is  to  be  met  with  but  in  fuch 
publications,  as  are  too  expenfive  to  be  commonly 
read,  and  too  fcientific  to  be  univerfally  under- 
ftood.  This  muft  be  obvious  to  every  perfon  in 
the  leaf!:  degree  converfant  with  the  fubjedf,  who 
examines  thofe  wretched  performances  which  are 
daily  impofed  on  the  credulous  and  ignorant. 
For  the  plants  on  which  they  treat  are  in  general 
fo  injudicioufly  feledted,  the  defcriptions  of  them 
fo  defective  and  inaccurate,  and  the  virtues 
afcribed  to  them  fo  numerous  and  incredible, 
that  it  is  utterly  importable  for  any  one  that  has 
not  prcvioufly  acquired  a conftderable  knowledge 


any  that  have  hitherto  appeared,  has  long  been 
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or  vegetables,  and  their  various  properties,  to 
proceed  a fingle  flep  with  certainty,  or  fafety. 

It  was  a defire  of  removing  thefe  difficulties, 
and  rendering  the  knowledge  of  medical  plants 
eafily  attainable ; and  the  adminiftration  of  them 
fafe  and  effectual,  that  gave  rife  to  the  prefent 
undertaking 3 and  the  Author  flatters  himfelf, 
that  his  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  the  attempt  are 
by  no  means  vain  or  doubtful.  From  a natural 
propenfity  to  the-  ftudy  of  botany,  he  has  long 
fince  made  himfelf  familiarly  acquainted  with 
mpjb  of  the  plants  hereafter  defcribed ; and  ex- 
perience has  enabled  him  fo  decide  with  fome 
imall  degree  of  certainty  on  their  virtues. 

In  perufing  the  following  pages,  the  reader 
will  find  no  plants  introduced  to  his  acquaintance, 
which  are  not  poflefled  of  confiderable  medical 
powers , nor  any  virtues  afcribed  to  them,  but  what 
are  warranted  by  unqueftionable  authority,  or  con- 
firmed by  aftual  experiments.  Molt  of  the  nume- 
rous wonderful  effects  attributed  to  herbs,  in  works 
of  this  kind,  are  entirely  imaginary,  and  when- 
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jever  that  is  the  cafe,  how  very  Few,  comparatively 
fpeakirig,  can  determine  which  is  the  true  one, 
or  whether  they  have  any  virtue  at  all? 

As  nothing  can  be  of  greater  -importance  to 
fuch  as  apply  plants  to  medical  purpofes,  than  an 
ability  to  diftinguilh  them  with  eafeand  accuracy 
from  each  other,  no  pains  have  been  fpared  to 
render  the  defeription  of  them,  at  once  concile 
and  ftriking.  And  the  better  to  prevent  miftakes 
from  arifing  through  the  inaccuracy  which  fo 
notorioufly  prevails  among  the  common  Englifh 
names:  the  latin  generic  and  trivial  ones  of 
Linnaeus  are  affixed  to  each,  with  the  clafs  and 
order  to  which  they  belong,  in  the  fyftem  of  that 
celebrated  naturalift.  And  as  it  is  intended  to 
give  a brief  explanation  of  the  circumftances  on 
which  the  different  claffes  and  orders  in  that 
fyftem  are  founded,  in  the  courfe  of  the  work, 
little  difficulty  can  ever  arife  in  determining 
whether  any  plant  intended  to  be  made  ufe  o£ 
is  the  identical  one  there  recommended. 
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PREFACE. 

The  impoffibility  of  carrying  on  a work  of 
this  kind  without  making  ufe  of  fome  few  fci- 
cntific  terms,  has  rendered  it  necefifary  to  accom- 
pany each  number,  with  an  explanation  of  all 
fuch  as  occur  therein  ■,  which  being  collefted 
together  at  the  clofe  of  the  publication,  and  ar- 
ranged in  alphabetical  order,  will  form  a complete 
glolfary  (or  dictionary)  of  every  technical  word 
and  phrafe.  Let  none  therefore,  who  may  meet 
with  words  that  never  before  occurred  to  them, 
be  difcouraged  from  the  perufal  of  this  Herbal, 
which  is  intended  for  the  common  ufe  of  families 
of  every  defcription.  Not  a fcientific  term  will 
- be  employed  but  what  is  abfolutely  necefiary, 
and  its  meaning,  upon  reference  to  the  glolfary, 

may  immediately  be  found. 

* . • 

»■ 

It  was  at  firft  propofed,  in  order  to  gratify 
fuch  as  are  fond  of  exhibiting  medicine  altro- 
logically,  to  prefix  the  character  of  the  planet 
which  is  fuppofed  to  govern  each  herb,  to  the 
account  of  its  virtues.  But  it  appearing  on  more 
mature  deliberation,  that  fuch  a ftep  would 

greatly 
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greatly  depreciate  the  work  in  the  opinion  of 
every  intelligent  reader,  the  defign  was  aban- 
doned. 

• « . . ■ L • l * .*■  J 

I t 

A Table  of  Difeafes,  with  references  to  fuch 
remedies  as  are  belt  adapted  to  the  removal  of 

...  -.  r*  * . r • . . . 

them,  will  be  given  in  the  conclufion  ; together 
with  an  Appendix,  containing  directions  for 
gathering  and  prefer ving  all  kinds  of  roots, 
herbs,  flowers,  and  feeds  ; alfo,  the  moft:  ap- 
proved methods  of  making  diftilled  waters,  con- 
ferves,  fyrups,  electuaries,  pills,  tinClures,  oint- 
ments, and  every  other  neceflary  form  of  me- 
dicine. 

Such  are  the  principal  outlines  of  the  Herbal 
now  offered  to  the  public.  It  only  remains  for 
the  Author  to  make  his  moft:  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments to  thofe  medical  and  botanical  gentle- 
men, who  have  favoured  him  with  their  opinion 
and  advice  in  refped  to  the  execution  of  this 
work,  and  from  whofe  ufeful  and  learned  labours, 
he  has  derived  fo  much  afliftance.  To  Dr. 
Withering  he  is  particularly  indebted,  not 
5 only 
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only  for  his  ready  and  obliging  attention,  when 
applied  to,  to  fugged  improvements  to  the  work, 
but  alfo  for  his  liberal  permiflion  to  make  any 
extracts  relative  to  the  virtues  of  plants  from  his 
late  celebrated  publication,  the  Botanical  Arrange- 
ments, and  of  which  permiflion  it  will  be  feen  the 
Author  has  fully  availed  himfelf,  as  well  as  of 
the  productions  of  other  didinguifhed  writers. 


THE 


AN  ARRANGEMENT, 

According  to  the  Syftem  of  Linnaus, 

Of  the  feveral  Plants  defcribed  in  this  Work, 

WITH 

A brief  Explanation  of  the  Circumftances  on  which  the  different 
Clafles  and  Orders  in  that  Syftem  depend. 


CLASS  I. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each  of  them  furnifhed 
with  only  a fingle  Chive. 


Order  I.  A fingle  Pointed. 


Generic. 

AMOMUM 


KiEMPEERIA 

COSTUS 

MARANTA 

CURCUMA 

SALICORNIA 


Trivial. 

7inziber 

Gramm  Paradiji 

Cardamomum 

Galanga 

Arabicus 

Arundinacea 

Longa 

Hcrbacea 


Englijh  Names. 
Ginger 

Grains  of  Paradife 

Cardamoms 

Galangale 

Coftus 

Arrow  Root 

Turmeric 

Glafswort 


CLASS  II. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each  of  them  furnifhed 
with  two  Chives. 


O r d e r I.  A fingle  Pointed. 


JASMINUM  Officinale 

LTGUSTRUM  Vulgar e 

OLEA  Europaa 

VERONICA  Officinalis 

Becabunga 

GR  ATI  OLA  Officinalis 

VERBENA  Officinalis 

ROSMARINUS  Officinalis 

SALVIA  Officinalis 

Horminum 
* A 


Jafmine 
Privet 
Olive  Tree 
Speedwell 
Brooldime 
Hedge  Hyflbp 
Vervain 
Rofemary 
Sage 
Clary 


Orbek 


ARRANGEMENT  OF  PLANTS- 


r * 

Order  III.  'three  Point als. 


Generic - 

Trivial. 

Engli/h  Names. 

PIPER 

Nigrum 

Black  Pepper 

Cubeba 

Cubebs 

CLASS 

IIL 

Plants  whole  Flowers  are  each  of  them  productive 
of  three  Chives.. 


Order  I.  A fingle  Point'd. 


VALERIANA 

Officinalis 

Wild  Valerian 

Lecuffia 

Lamb’s  Lettuce 

TAMARINDUS- 

Indicus 

Tamarind  Tree 

CROCUS 

Sativus 

Saffron 

IRIS 

Pfuedo  Acorus 

Yellow  Waterfiag 

FatidiJJima 

Stinking  GJadwiir 

Germanica 

German  Iris 

CYPERUS 

Longus 

Long  Cyperus 

Order  II.  two 

Pointds . 

ARUNDO 

Phragmitis 

Reed 

TRITICUM 

Repens 

Couch  Grafs 

HORDEUM 

Vulgare 

Barley 

LOLIUM 

Perenne 

Darnel 

CLASS 

IV. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each 

of  them  furniihei 

with  four  Chives. 

O r d e r I.  A fingle  Point d. 

DIPSACUS 

Fullonum 

Teafle 

SCABIOSA 

Succifa 

Devil’s  Bit 

Arvenjis 

Scabious 

ASPERULA 

Odorata 

Woodroof 

GALIUM 

Verum 

Ladies  Bedftraw 

Aparine 

Cleavers 

RUBIA 

' Tincloria 

Madder 

FLANTAGO 

Majbr 

Plantain 

Coronopus 

Buck’s-horn.  Ditto 

SANGUIS  ORBA 

OJJkinalis 

Burnet  ' 

EPIMEDIUM 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  PLANTS. 
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Generic. 

Trivial. 

Englijh  Names. 

TPIMEDIUM 

Alpina 

Barrenvvort 

ILEX 

Aquifolium 

Holly  Tree 

DORSTENTA 

Contrayer'va 

Contrayerva 

ALCHIMILLA 

Vulgaris 

Ladies  Mantle 

Aphanes 

Parfley  Piert 

CORNUS 

Mafcula 

Cornelian  Cherry 

Order  II.  Pwo 

Pointals. 

CUSCUTA 

Europcea 

Dodder 

CLASS  V. 


Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each  of  them  furnifhed 
with  five  Chives. 


• • 

Order  I.  A fingle  Pointal. 


‘HELIOTROPIUM 

LITHOSPERMUM 

CYNOGLOSSUM 

PULMONARJA 

ASPERUGO 

SYMPHYTUM 

BORAGO 

PRIMULA 

MENYANTIIES 

LYSIMACHIA 

ANAGALLIS 

CONVOLVULUS 


COFFEA 

LONICERA 

VERBASCUM 

DATURA 

IIYOSCIAMUS 

NICOTIANA 

ATROPA 

PHYSALTS 

SOLANUM 


Europeeitm 

Turnfole 

Officinale 

Gromvvell 

Officinale 

Hound’s  Tongue 

Officinalis 

Jerul'alem  Cow  flip 

Procumbens 

Madwort 

Officinale 

Comfrey 

Officinalis 

‘Borage 

OJJicinalis 

Cowfiip 

Veris 

Primrofe 

%rifoliata 

Buckbean 

Nummularia 

Moneywort 

Vulgaris 

Loofeftrife 

Ari'enfts 

Pimpernel 

Ar-venfis 

Bindweed 

Scammonia 

Scammony  Plant 

T urpethum 

Turpetlr  Plant 

Jalapa 

Jalap  Plant 

Arabica 

Coffee  Tree 

Pcriclymenum 

Honeyfuclde 

Tbapfus 

Mullein 

Stramonium 

Thorn  Apple 

Niger 

Black  Henbane 

Alba 

White  Henbane 

Tabacum 

Tobacco 

Belladona 

Deadly  Nightlhade 

Mandragora 

Mandrake 

Alkekengi 

Winter  Cherry 

Dulcamara 

Bitterfweet 

Nigrum 

Nightlhade 

*A  » 

CAPSICl 
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Generic. 

Trivial. 

CAPSICUM 

Annuum 

STRYCHNOS 

Nuxvomica 

RHAMNUS 

Catharticus 

Frangula 

Jujuba 

RIBES 

Nigrum 

Groffiularia 

CINCHONA 

Officinalis 

HEDERA 

Helix 

VITIS 

Vinefera 

VINCA 

Major 

CHIRONIA 

Centaurium 

PLUMBAGO 

Furopxq 

IGNATIA 

Amara  ■ 

Order  II. 


Engli/h  Names . 
Guinea  Pepper 
Crowfig  Tree  . 
Buckthorn  r ' 

Black  Alder 

Jujube  Tree 

Black  Currant 

Goofeberry 

Jefuits  Bark  Tree 

Ivy 

Vine 

Periwinkle 

Centuary 

Leadwort 

St.  Ignatius’s  Bean 

Two  Pointals. 


ASCLEPIAS 

HERNIARIA 

CIIENOPODIUM 

BETA 

ULMUS 

GENTIANA 

ERYNGIUM 

SANICULA 

1MPERATORIA 

ASTRANTIA 

DAUCUL 

AMMI 

BUNIUM 

CONIUM 

PEUCEDANUM 

CRITHMUM 

FERULA 

LIGUSTICUM 

ANGELICA 

SISON 

AETHUSA 

BUBON 

BEUPLEURUM 

CUMMINUM 

CORIANDRUM 

CHJEROPHYLLUM 

CICUTA 

SMYRNIUM 

CARUM 

ANETHUM 


Vtncetoxicum 
Glabra  • 

Bonus  Hcnricus 
V ulvaria 
Vulgaris 
Campejiris 
Lute  a 

Maritimum 

Ftiropxa 

OJiruthium 

Major 

Carota 

Majus 

Bulbocajlanum 

Maculatum 

Officinale 

Alpejlrc 

Maritimum 

Communis 

Affiafetida 

Levijlicwn 

Archangelica 

Amomuni 

Meurn 

Macedonicum 

Longifolium 

Cymminum 

Sativum 

Sylvejlre 

Virofa 

Olufatrum 

Carui 

Fxniculum 

Graveoltns 


Swallow-wort 
Rupture-wort 
Engliflr  Mercury 
Stinking  Orrach 
Beet  , ; 

Elm  Tree 
Gentian 
Sea  Holly 
Sanicle 
Mafter-wort 
Black  Ditto 
Wild  Cari'ot 
Bilhop’s-weed 
• Pig-nut 
Hemlock 
Hog’s  Fennel 
Hartwort 
Samphire 
Fennel  Giant 
Afiafetida  Plant 
Lovage 
Angelica 
Honewort 
Spignel 

Macedonian  Parllcy 
Flare’s  Ear 
Cummin 
Coriander 
Chervil 

W’ater  Hemlock 

Alexanders 

Carraway. 

Fennel 

Dill 


PASTINACA 


arrangement  OF  PLANTS.  xiS 


Generic. 

PASTINACA 

P1MPINELLA 

apujm 

AEGOPADIUM 


Trivial. 

Sativa 

Magna 

Amfum 

Petrofelinum 

Graveolens 

Podagraria 


Englijh  Names. 
Parfnep 

Burnet  Saxifrage 

Anife 

Parfley 

Celery 

Goutvvort 


Order  III.  'Three  Point als, 


RHUS  Coriaria 

ALSINE  Media 

SAMBUCUS  Ebulus 

Nigra 


Sumach 
Chickweed 
Dwarf  Elder 
Black  Elder 


Order  V.  Five  Pointals. 

DROSERA  Rotundifolia  Sundew 

L1NUM  Ufitatijimum  Flax 

Catharticum  Purging  Ditto 


CLASS  VI. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each  of  them  furnifhed 
with  fix  Chives. 


Order  I.  A fingle  Pointal. 


NARCISSUS 

ALLUIM 


LILIUM 

ERYTIIRCNIUM 

SCILLA 

ASPHODELUS 

ASPARAGUS 

HYACINTIIUS 

ALOE 

CONVALLAIUA 

ACORUS 

BERBERIS 


Pfeudo  Narciffius 

Porrum 

Cepa 

Sativum 

Candidum 

Dens  Canis 

Maritima 

Ramofus 

Officinalis 

Non  Scriptus 

Perfoliata  Vera 

Majalis 

Polygonatum 

Calamus 

Vulgaris 


Daffodil 

Leek 

Onion 

Garlick 

White  Lilly 

Dog  Tooth 

Squill 

Al'phodel 

Sparrow-grafs 

Harebells 

Succotrine  Aloes 

Lilly  of  the  Valley 

Solomon’s  Seal 

Sweet  Flag 

Barberry 


> 

Order  II.  Two  Pointals. 
ORYZA  Sativa  Rice 


Order 
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Order  III.  Three  Pointals. 


Generic. 

RUMEX 


COLCHICUM 


Trivial. 

Sanguined 

Crifpus 

Hydrolapathum 

Acefofa 

Acutis 

Autumnale 


Englifh  Names , 
Bloody  Dock 
Curled  leaved  Dock 
Water  Dock 
Sorrel 

Pointed  leaved  Dock 
Meadow  Saffron 


ALISMA 


Order  V. 

Plantago 


Five  Chives. 

Water  Plantain 


CLASS  VIII. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each  of  them  furnifhed 
with  eight  Chives. 


Order  I.  A Jingle  Point  al. 


DAPHNE 

Mezereum 

Mezereon 

Laureola 

Spurge  Laurel 

ERICA 

Vulgaris 

Heath 

Order  III. 

Three  Pointals. 

POLYGONUM 

Bijlorta 

Biftort 

Hydropiper 

Arfmart 

A-viculare 

Knot  Grafs 

PARIS 

Spuadrifolia 

True  Love 

CLASS  IX. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each  of  them  furnifhed 
with  nine  Chives. 

Order  I.  A Jingle  Point  al. 

Cinnamon  Tree 
Caffia  Bark  Tree 
Camphire  Tree 
Bay  Tree 
Benjamin  Tree 
Salfafras  Tree 
Calfecw  Nut 


LAURUS  Cinnatnomifm 

CaJJia 
Camphora 
Nobilis 
Benzoin 
Sajfafras 

ANACARDIUM  Occidentals 


Order 
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Generic . 
RHEUM 


Order  II.  Three  Pointds. 


Trivial. 

Rhaponticum 

Palmatum 


Englijh  Names. 
Monk’s  Rhubarb 
True  Ditto 


CLASS  X. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  contain  ten  Chives  in  each  of 

them. 


O r d e r I.  A fingle  Point'd. 


CASSIA  Senna 

GUAJACUM  Officinale 

DICTAMNUS  Albus 

RU  T A Granjeolens 

TOLUIFERA  Balfamum 

HiEMATOXYLON  Campecbianum 
ARBUTUS  Uoa  Urft 

PYROLA  Rotundifolia 

STYRAX  Officinale 


Senna 

Guiacum  Tree 

Fraxinella 

Rue 

Tolu  Balfam  Tree 
Logwood 
Bear  Berry 
Winter-green 
Storax  Tree 


Order  II. 


Two  Pointds. 


SAXIFRAGA  Granulata 

T ridaElylites 

SAPONARIA  Officinalis 

DIANTHUS  Caryophyllus 


White  Kidney-wort 
Rue  Whitlow  Grafs 
Soapwort 
Clove  July  Flower 


Order  IV. 

COTYLEDON  Umbilicus 

SEDUM  Telepbium 

Acre 

OXALIS  Acetofella 

AGROSTEMMA  Githage 


Five  Pointds. 

Navel-wort 
Orpine 
Wall  Pepper 
Wood  Sorrel 
Cockle 


CLASS  XI. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each  of  them  furnifhed 
with  about  twelve  Chives,  which  are  fixed  to  the 
Receptacle  of  the  Flower. 


Order  I. 

ASARUM  Europaswn 

WlNTERANIA  Canella 


A fingle  Pointd. 

Afarabacca 
Winter’s  Bark  Tree. 


Order 
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Order  II.  Two  Point als. 


Generic. 

AGRIMONIA 


Trivial. 

Eupatoria 


Englijh  Names  o 
Agrimony 


Order  III.  Three  Pointals. 


RESEDA 

EUPHORBIA 


Luteola 

Officinarum 

Ipecacuanab 


Dyer’s  Weed 
Euphorbium  Plant 
Ipecacuanha  Plant 


Order  V.  Twelve  Pointals. 

SEMPERVIVUM  1 ‘eSorum  Houfeleek 


CLASS  XII. 


Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each  of  them  furnifhed  with 
more  than  nineteen  Chives,  which  are  attached  to 
the  Sides  of  the  Cup  or  BloiTom. 


Order  I.  A Jingle  Pointal. 


MYRTUS 

PORTULACA 

PUNICA 

AMYGDALUS 

PRUNUS 


Communis 

Piemento 

Oleracea 

Granatum 

Communis 

Perfica 

Cerafus 

Spinofa 

Lauro  Cerafus 


Myrtle 
Allfpice 
Pur  [lain 
Pomegranate 
Almond  Tree 
Peach  Tree 
Cherry  Tree 
Sloe  Tree 
Laurel 


Order  IV.  Five  Pointals. 


MESPILUS 

PYRUS 

SPIREA 


Germanica 

Malui 

Cydonia 

Filipendula 

Ulmaria 


Medlar  Tree 
Crab  Tree 
Quince 
Dropwort 
Meadowfvveet 


Order  V.  Numerous  P oint als. 


ROSA  Gallica 

RUBUS  Idaeus 

Eruticofus 

FRAGARIA  Vefca 


Damalk  Rofe 
Rafpberry 
Bramble 
Strawberry 

POTENTILLA 
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XVII 


Generic. 

Trivial. 

Englijh  Names. 

POTENTILLA 

Anferina 

Wild  Tanfy 

Tormentilla 

Tormentil 

GEUM 

TJrbanum 

Avens 

c 

LASS 

XIII. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  furnifhed  with  numerous 
Chives,  which  are  attached  to  the  Receptacle; 
whereas,  in  the  preceding  Clafs,  they  were  placed 
upon  the  Sides  of  the  Cup,  or  upon  the  Petals. 

Order  I.  A fingle  Point al. 


PAPAVER 

Rheas 

Corn  Poppy 

Somniferum 

White  Garden  Ditto 

CHELIDONIUM 

Majlis 

Celandine 

ACTEA 

Spicata 

Herb  Chriftopher 

CISTUS 

Ladaniferut 

Gum  Ciftus 

NYMPHjEA 

Lutea 

Water  Lilly 

CAPPARIS 

Spinofa 

Caper  Tree 

THEA 

Vtridis 

Green  Tea 

CARYOPHYLUS 

Aromaticus 

Clove  Tree 

Order  II. 

Two  Point  ah. 

PiEONIA 

Officinalis 

Pteopy 

Or 

D E R III. 

Three  Pointals. 

delphinum 

Stapbyfagria 

Staves-acre 

Confolida 

Lark-fpur 

ACONITUM 

Napellus 

Monk’s  Hood 

Or 

D E R V. 

Five  Pointals. 

AQUILEGIA 

Vulgaris 

Columbine 

NIGELLA 

Damafcena 

Fennel  Flower 

r 

Order  VII.  Numerous  Point  ah. 

ANEMONE 

Hepatica 

Noble  Liverwort 

Nemorofa 

Wood  Anemone 

THAL1CTRUM 

Flanmm 

Meadow  Rue 

RANUNCULUS 

Acris 

Meadow  Crowfoot 

FICARIA 

Verna 

Figwort 

HELLEBORUS 

Niger 

Black  Hellebore 

Fuetidus 

Bear’s  Foot 

CLASS 
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CLASS  XIV. 


Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  furnifhed  with  four  Chives, 
two  of  which  are  longer  than  the  others. 


Order 

I.  Seeds  without 

a Seed-vejfel. 

Generic. 

Trivial. 

EngUJh  Names. 

AJUGA 

Rcptans 

Bugle 

TEUCRIUM 

Chamadrjs 

Germander 

Marum 

Cat  Thyme 

Chamapithys 

Ground  Pine 

Scordiutn 

Water  Germander 

Folium 

Poley  Mountain 

SATUREJA 

Hortenjis 

Herb  Maftic 

HYSSOPUS 

Officinalis 

PI  y flop 

NEPETA 

Cat  art  a 

Cat  Mint 

LAVENDULA 

Spicata 

Lavender 

MENTHA 

Viridis 

Spear  Mint 

Piperita 

Pepper  Mint 

Pulegium 

Penny  Royal 

GLECOMA 

Hederacea 

Ground  Ivy 

LAMIUM 

Album 

White  Archangel 

BETONICA 

Officinalis 

. Betony 

BALL OTA 

Nigra 

Stinking  Horehound 

MARRUBIUM 

Vulgare 

Common  Horehound 

LEONORUS 

Carffiaca 

Motherwort 

ORIGANUM 

Diclamnus 

Dittany  of  Crete 

Major  ana 

Sweet  Marjoram 

Vulgaris 

Wild  Marjoram 

THYMUS 

Serpyllum 

Wild  Thyme 

MELISSA 

Officinalis 

Baulm 

Calamintba 

Calamint 

PRUNELLA 

V ulgaris 

Self-heal 

OCYMUM 

Bajilicum 

Sweet  Bafd 

Order  II. 

Seeds  furnifhed  with  a Seed-vejfel. 

EUPHRASIA 

Officinalis 

Eyebright 

DIGITALIS 

Purpurea 

Foxglove 

MELAMPYRUM 

Sylvaticum 

Cow  Wheat 

SCROPHULARIA 

Nodofa 

Figwort 

ANTIRRHINUM 

Elatine 

Flullein 

Linaria 

Calves  Snout 

ACANTHUS 

Mollis 

Bear’s  Breech 

OROBANCHE 

Major 

Broom  Rape 

CLASS  XIV. 

Plants  with  fix  Chives  in  each  Flower,  two  of  which 
are  fhorter  than  the  reft. 

Order  I.  Seed-vejfel  a Pouch. 

LEPIDUM  Lalifolium  Pepper-wort 

lbcris  Sciatica  Crefc 
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XlX 


Generic. 

THLASPI 


COCHLEARIA 

MYAGRUM 


Trivial. 
Arvenjis 
Camprjlris 
Bur/a  Pafloris 
Officinalis 
Coronopus 
Armoracia 
Satin  um 


Englijh  Names. 
Treacle  Mu  Hard 
Mithridate  Muftard 
Shepherd’s  Pouch 
Scurvy  Grafs 
Swine’s  Crefs 
Horfe  Rhadilii 
Gold  of  Pleafure 


Order  II.  Seed-veJJel  a Pod. 


CARD  AMINE 
SISYMBRIUM 

SIN  APIS 

ISAT1S 

ERYSIMUM 


TURRITIS 


Praierifis 

Naffiurlium 

Sophia 

Nigra 

Tinbtoria 

Officinale 

Alliari'a 

Cherianthoiclcs 

Glabra 


Lady-fmock 
Water  Crefs 
Flix-weed 
Muftard 
Woad 

Hedge  Muftard 
Sauce-alone 
Treacle  Wormfeed 
Tower  Muftard 


CLASS  XVI. 

Plants  whofe  Chives  are  united  at  the  Bafe  into  a 

Jangle  Set. 

Order  IV.  Ten  Chives. 

GERANIUM  Roberlianum  Herb  Robert 

Order  VII.  Numerous  Chives. 


ALTIifEA 

ALCEA 

MALVA 

GOSSYl’IUM 


Officinalis 

Rofea 

Syhsejlris 

Arboreum 


Marfir  Mallow 
Hollyhock 
Mallow 
Cotton  Tree 


CLASS  XVII. 

Plants  whofe  Chives  are  united  at  the  Bafe  in  two 
diuindt  Sets.  BlolToms  butterdy  fhaped. 

Order  II.  Six  Chives. 

FUMARIA  Officinalis  Fumitory 


POLYGALA 


Order  III. 

Vulgaris 
Senega 


Eight  Chives. 

Milkwort 
Rattle-fnake  Root 


Order  IV.  Ten  Chives. 


SPARTIUM 

GENISTA 

ONONIS 


Scoparium 
Tindoria 
A r ven /is 

* JB 


Broom 

Greenweed 

Reft-harrow 

GLYCYRRII1ZA 
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Generic. 

GLYCYRRHIZA 

CALEGA 

TRIFOLIUM 

VICIA 

ULEX 

LUPINUS 

TRIGONELLA 


Trivial. 
Glabra 
Officinalis 
Melilotus  Officinalis 
Arvenfe 
Faba 
Spino/a 
Albus 

Fanum  Gmcurn 


EngUJh  Names. 
Liquorice 
Goat’s  Rue 
Melilot 
Hare’s  Foot 
Bean 

Furze  Bufh 

Lupine 

Fenugree 


CLASS  XVIII. 

Plants  whofe  Chives  are  united  at  the  Bafe  into 
three  or  more  Sets. 

Order  I.  Five  Chives. 


THEOBROMA  Cacao  Chocolate  Nut 

Order.  III.  ‘Twenty  Chives. 

CITRUS  Medica  Lemon 

Aurantium  Orange 

Order  IV.  Numerous  Chives. 

HYPERICUM  Androffimum  Tutfan ' 

Perforatum  John’s-wort 

CLASS  XIX. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  each  of ‘them  furnifhed  with 
five  Chives,  which  are  united  by  the  Tips, 


Order  I.  Compound  Flowers , having  all  the 
Florets  furnifhed  with  Chives  and  Pointals. 


TRAGOPOGON 

SONCHUS 

LACTIJCA 

LEONTODON 

HIERACIUM 

CYNARA 

CARLINA 

ARCTIUM 

CARTHAMUS 

EUPATORIUM 

SANTQLINA 

ONOPORDIUM 

CJCHORJUM 


Pratenjis 

Oleraceus 

Virofa 

Paraxacon 

Pilofella 

Murorv.m 

Scolymus 

Vulgaris 

Lappa 

Pintloria 

Cannabinum 

Cbamcca  Cypariffius 

Acanthium 

Jntybus 


Goat’s  Beard 
Sow  Thiftle 
Lettuce 
Dandelion 
Moufc  Ear 
Golden  Lungwort 
Artichoak 
Carline  Thiftle 
Burdock 
Baftard  Saffron 
Hemp  Agrimony 
Lavender  Cotton 
Cotton  Thiftle 
Endive 


Order 


ARRANGEMENT  OF  PLANTS. 


xxi 


Order  IT.  Compound  Flowers,  the  central  Florets 
of  which  produce  both  Chives  and  Pointals , but  the 
Florets  in  the  Circumference  Pointals  only. 


Generic. 

Trivial.  ' 

Englijh  Names. 

TANACETUM 

Vulgare 

Tan  fey 

Balfamita 

Coftmary 

ARTEMISA 

Santonica 

Wormfeed 

Abrotanum 

Southern-weed 

Abjinthium 

Wormwood 

Vulgaris 

Mugwort 

Dracunculas 

Tarragon 

TUSS1LAGO 

Farfara 

Colt’s  Foot 

/ 

Petafites 

Butterbur 

SENICIO 

Vulgaris 

Groundfel 

Jacobea 

Ragwort 

SOLIDAGO 

Virga  Aurca 

Golden  Rod 

INULA 

Helenium 

Elecampane 

Dyfenterica 

Middle  Fleabane 

BELLIS 

Perennis 

Daify 

MATRICARIA 

Parthenium 

Feverfew 

CINERARIA 

Palitjlris 

Fleawort 

ANTHEMIS 

Nobilis 

Chamomile 

Pyretbrum 

Pellitory  of  Spain 

Cotula 

May-weed 

ACHILLEA 

Ptarmica 

Sneeze  wort 

Millifolium 

Yarrow 

Ageratum 

Maudlin 

CHRYSANTHEMUM 

Segetum 

Corn  Marygold 

Leucantbemum 

Ox-eye  Daify 

Order  III.  Compound  Flowers,  which  have  the 
central  Florets  furnifhed  with  both  Chives  and  Point- 
als, but  thofe  in  the  Circumference  dejlitute  of  either. 

CENTAUREA  Cjctnus  Blue-bottle 

- Calcitrapa  Star  Thiftle 

Benedict  a Bleffed  Thiftle 

Nigra  Knapweed 

Order  IV.  Compound  Flowers, in  which  the  central 
Florets,  though  evidently  furnifhed  with  both  Chives 
and  Pointals,  prove  barren,  while  thofe  in  the  Circum- 
ference which  have  only  Pointals,  produce  perfect  Seeds . 

CARTHAMUS  TmEtoria  Baftard  Saffron 

CELENDULA  Officinalis  Marygold 

GNAPHALIUM  Germanica  Cudweed 


Order  IV. 

VIOLA  Odorata 

Tricolor 


Flowers  ftmple. 

Violet 

Heart’s  Eafc 

C L 
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CLASS  XX. 

V < 

Plants  producing  Flowers  in  which  the  Chives  grpvr 
upon  the  Pointal. 

Order  I.  Two  Chives. 

Generic.  Trivial.  Englijh  Names. 

ORCHIS  Majcula  Fool’s  Stones 

OPHRYS  O'vata  Twiblade 

Order  V.  Five  Chives. 

ARISTOLOCIilA  Longa  Long  Birthwort 

Serpentaria  Snake  Root 

Order  VIII.  Numerous  Chives. 

C YTINUS  Hypoci/lus  Hypociftus  Plant 

Order  IX.  Numerous  Chives. 

ARUM  Maculatum  Cuckow-pint 

Dracotiitum  Dragons 


CLASS  XXI. 

Plants  in  which  fome  of  the  Flowers  on  the  fame  In- 
dividual are  furnifhed  with  only  Chives,  and  otheFS 
with  only  Pointals. 

Order  I.  A fingle  Pointal. 

MYRISTICA  Officinalis  Nutmeg  Tree 

Order  III.  Three  Chives. 

SPARGANUM  EreSlum  Burr  Reed 


Order  IV.  Four  Chives. 


URTICA 

BETULA 

BITXUS 

MORUS 


Urens 

Alba 

Ainas 

Sempcr'vircns 

Nigra 


Nettle 
Birch  Tree 
Alder  Tree 
Box  Tree 
Mulberry  Tree 


Order  VIII.  Many  Chives. 


SAGITTARIA 

QUERCUS 

JU'GLANS 

LIQUIDAMBER 

TAGUS 


Sagittifoiia 

Robur 

Regia 

Styraciflua 

Cajla?:ea 


Arrow-head 
Oak  Tree 
Wallnut 

Liquidamber  Tree 
Spanilh  Chefnut 


Order  IX.  Chives  united  at  the  Bafe. 


P1NUS 

THUJA 


Picea  Fir  Tree 

Larix  Larch  Tree 

Occidcntalis  Arbor  Vitae 

CUPRESSUS 
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Generic.  Trivial.  Engli/h  Names. 

CUPRESSUS  Sempervirens  Cyprefs  Tree 

RI CINUS  Communis  Palma  Chrifti 


Order  X.  Chives  united  by  the  'Tips. 

CUCUMIS  Sativus  Cucumber 


Colocynthis 

Melo 

MOMORDICA  Elaterium 
CUCURBITA  Citrullus 

BRYONIA  Alba 


Bitter  Apple 
Melon 

Wild  Cucumber 
Gourd 

White  Bryony 


CLASS  XXII. 


Plants  with  the  Chives  on  one  Individual  of  the  fame 
Species,  and  the  Pointals  on  another. 


Order  II. 

Two  Chives. 

SALIX 

Alba 

White  Willow 

Order  IV. 

Four  Chives. 

VJSCUM 

MYRICA 

Album 

Gale 

Mifsletoe 
Dutch  Myrtle 

Order  V. 

Five  Chives. 

PISTACIA 

Lentifcus 

Maftic  Tree 

Order  VI. 

Six  Chives. 

TAMUS 

SMILAX. 

Communis 
Sarfaparilla 
Chin se 

Black  Bryony 
Sarfaparilla  Plant 
China  Plant 

Order  VIII. 

Nine  Chives. 

MERCURIALIS  Perennis 

Annua 

HYDROCHARIS  Morfus  Ran <e 

Dog’s  Mercury 
French  Ditto 
Frogbit 

Order  X,  Twelve  Chives. 
MENISPERMUM  Cocculus  Indi-berry 


Order  XII.  Chives  united  at  the  Bafe. 

JUNIPERUS  Communis  Juniper  Shrub 

Sabina  Savine 


Order  XIV.  Pointals  growing  in  the  Place  of  the 

Chives.  v 


CLU  FIA  ELATERIA  Illatberia  Bark  Tree 


C I,  A S S 
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CLASS  XXIII. 

Plants  in  which  fome  of  the  Flowers  in  the  fame 
Species  are  furnifhed  with  both  Chives  and  Point- 
als, while  others  contain  only  one  of  thofe  Parts. 

Order  I.  Chives  and  Pointals  in  various  Difpofitions 
on  the  fame  Plant. 

Trivial.  Englijh  Names . 


Generic. 

VERATRUM 

MIMOSA 

PARIETARIA 

VALANTIA 

Order  II. 


Album 

Niloiica 

Officinalis 

Cruciata 


White  Hellebore 
Acacia  Tree 
Pellitory  of  the  Wall 
Crofswort 


Chives  and  Pointals  varioufly  dijpofed  on 
two  Plants. 

Exceljior  Afii  Tree 

Chives  varionjly  dijpojed  on  three  difiinft 
Plants . 

Carria  Fig  Tree 

CLASS  XXIV. 

Plants  whofe  Flowers  are  inconfpicuous. 
Order  I.  Ferns. 


FRAXINUS 

Order  III. 

FICUS 


EQUISETUM 
OPHIOGLOSSUM 
OSMUND  A 

POLYPODIUM 

ASPLENIUM 


PTERIS 

ADLANTHUM 


LICHEN 


Arven/e 
Vulgatum 
Regalis 
Lunaria 
Vulgare 
Filix  Mas 
Scolopendrium 
Ruta  Muraria 
Nigra 
Cctracb 
Aquilina 

Capillum  Veneris 

Order  III. 

Pulmonarius 

Canimu 

Pyxidatus 

Plicatilis 


Horfe-tail 
Adder’s  Tongue 
Ofmund  Royal 
Moonwort 
Polypody 
Male  Fern 
Hart’s  Tongue 
White  Maidenhair 
Black  Ditto 
Spleenwort 
Female  Fern 
True  Maidenhair 


'Thongs. 


COCCOS 


APPENDIX. 

Nucifera 


Lungwort 
Ground  Liverwort 
Cupmofs 
Tree  Mofs 

Palms. 

Cocoa  Nut  Tree 
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ACACIA. 


Mimofa  Nilotic  a,  23.  1. 

OTEM:  tree-like;  the  bark  is  rough,  the  branches  are  very 
numerous,  fpreading,  and  armed  with  lharp  thorns,  which 
are  fituated  at  the  bafe  of  the  leaf-ftalks. 

Leaves:  doubly  winged;  the  little  ones  are  oval,  pointed, 
and  of  a bluifh-green  colour. 

Flowers:  collected  into  roundifh  heads;  they  are  fmall, 
of  an  irregular  figure,  and  a pale  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  very  fmall;  it  confifts  of  a lingle  leaf, 
marked  with  five  flight  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a Angle  petal,  which  is  deeply 
divided  into  five  unequal  fegments. 

Chives:  numerous,  hair-like,  and  very  long:  the  tips  arc 
fmall,  and  fixed  Tideways  to  the  threads. 

Pointal  : an  oblong  feed -bud,  with  a flender  fhaft,  which 
is  fhorter  than  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  a very  minute 
fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a long  flat  pod,  divided  into  feveral  cells  by 
tranfverfe  partitions. 

Seeds:  large  and  roundifh ; there  are  from  four  to  feven 
contained  in  each  pod,  which  is  pinched  in  betwixt  them,  fo 
as  to  appear  jointed. 


This  tree  is  a native  of  Egypt  and  the  deferts  of  Arabia, 
where  it  produces  the  Gum  Arabic,  and  Acacia  Juice,  or 
N?  I.  g Succus 
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Succus  Acacia  of  the  Shops  ; the  former  of  which  flows  fpon- 
taneous  from  the-  bark  of  the  tree,  and  the  latter  is  the 
exprefied  juice  of  the  unripe  pods,  evaporated  to  the  con- 
fluence in  which  we  receive  it. 

Gum  Arabic  pofiefles  a glutinous  quality,  and  is  admirably 
adapted  to  incraflate  thofe  thin  acrid  humours  which  are  fre- 
quently the  occafion  of  tickling  coughs,  fluxes  of  the  belly 
attended  with  griping  pains,  and  other  fimilar  diforders. 
Lewis. 

It  is  Jerviceable  in  excoriations  of  the  bowels,  and  relieves 
the  ftrangury  by  lubricating  and  defending  the  paflage  from 
the  heat  and  acrimony  of  the  urine. 

A fcruple  or  half  a drachm  of  the  powder  may  be  taken  for 
a dofe  in  a draught  of  any  agreeable  liquor,  and  repeated  three 
or  four  times  in  a day. 

The  Acacia  Juice  is  employed  by  the  Egyptians  in  colly- 
riums  for  weak  and  fore  eyes,  rn  gargles  for  quinfies,  and  in 
glyfters  for  obftinate  purgings.  Alpinus. 

It  is  a mild  aftringent  fubftance,  and  though  but  little 
regarded' in  the  prefent  practice,  may  be  given  with  advantage 
in  habitual  fluxes,  fpitting  of  blood,  the  whites,  &c. 

ADDERSTONGUE. 

SERPENT’S  TONGUE. 

Ophioglojfum  Vulgatum,  24-  1. 

Root:  perennial;  confiding  of  feveral  fmall  white  fibres, 
which  are  connected  by  their  upper  extremities  into  a little 
head. 

Stem:  Ample,  round,  fmooth,  and  about  four  inches 
high,  fupporting  a Angle  leaf,  and  the  l'eed-vefiel. 

Leaf:  large,  oval,  fmooth,  and  entire  on  the  edges ; it  is 
of  a thick  flefliy  fubftance,  and  a fhining  green  colour. 

Seed-vessel  : a fmall  fpike,  fupported  on  a fiender  fruit- 
ftalk,  which  rifes  from  the  bofom  of  the  leaf:  it  confifts  of 
numerous  tranfverfe  joints,  and  is  divided  internally  into  a 
multitude  of  feparate  cells. 

Seeds  : numerous,  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  very  minute. 

It  is  common  in  meadows  and  damp  paftures,  and  is  in 
perfection  from  the  beginning  of  April  until  the  middle  of 
June ; foon  after  which  all*  the  parts  above  ground  wither, 
and  difappear. 


The 
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The  cxprefied  juice  of  the  plant  is  frequently  made  ufe  of 
by  country  people,  for  internal  wounds,  bruifes,  and  fpitting 
of  blood,  with  good  fuccefs.  The  leaves  bruifed  and  boiled  in 
a fufficient  quantity  of  hogs  lard,  until  they  become  crifp, 
and  then  ftrained,  afford  an  excellent  cooling  ointment. 


AGRIMONY.  / 

Agrimonia  Eupatoria,  II.  a, 

Root  : perennial  and  fibrous.  The  fibres  are  numerous 
and  large,  of  a brownifh  colour  on  the  outfide,  and  white 
within. 

Stems:  Pimple,  upright,  hairy,  and  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  interruptedly  winged;  the  fmalleft  of  the  little 
leaves  are  entire,  but  the  larger  ones  are  deeply  fawed  or 
notched  on  the  edges,  and  there  is  an  appendage  at  the  bafe 
of  each  leaf-ftalk,  which  furrounds  the  item,  and  is  divided 
into  feveral  pointed  fegments. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  item  in  long  fpikes ; they  are 
fmall,  of  a yellow  colour,  and  ftand  on  ihort  feparate  fruit- 
italks,  which  are  furrounded  near  the  top  by  a circle  of 
numerous  green  awns,  hooked  at  the  ends. 

Flower-cup:  fmall,  it  is  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  and  the 
margin  is  cut  into  five  ihort  teeth. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  flat  petals,  which  are  notched 
at  the  end,  and  attached  by  their  claws  to  the  Tides  of  the 
flower-cup. 

Chives:  from  feven  to  twelve  in  each  bloffom  ; they  are 
hair-like,  ihorter  than  the  petals,  and  inferted  into  the  lides 
of  the  flovVer-cup.  The  tips  are  double. 

Fointal  : the  feed-bud  is  iituated  below  the  bloffom,  and 
lupportstwo  very  flender  fliafts,  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seeds  two  after  each  flower;  they  are  roundifli,  and 
included  in  the  cup,  which  accompanies  them  to  maturity, 
and  ferves  the  office  of  a feed-veflel. 

It  is  frequent  in  dry  paftures,  and  by  the  Tides  of  hedges, 
flowering  in  June  and  July. 

The  Canadians  are  faid  to  make  ufe  of  an  infufion  of  the 
root  with  great  fuccefs  in  burning  fevers.  Withering. 

Haifa  pint  of  ftrong  decoftion  of  the  roots  taken  three  or 
our  times  a day  is  an  effectual  cure  for  the  jaundice  ; but  a 
vomit  ihould  be  previoufly  taken,  nnd  the  bowels  mult  be 

B % kept 


4 


FAMILY  HERBAL.' 

■ kept  gently  open  during  the  time  of  taking  the  medicine 
which  fliould  be  continued  fo  long  as  any  fymptoms  of  the 
complaint  remain.  Hill. 

It  is  a mild  corroborant,  and  of  great  efficacy  in  all  fuch 
diforders  as  arife  from  a lax  habit  of  body  : the  roots  appear 
to  poflefs  the  properties  of  the  Peruvian  Bark  in  a very  con- 
fiderable  degree,  without  manifefting  any  of  its  inconvenient 
qualities,  and  if  taken  in  pretty  large  dofes  feither  in  decotfion 
or  powder)  feldom  fail  to  cure  the  ague.  The  leaves  digrfted 
in  whey  afford  an  ufeful  diet  drink  for  the  fpring  feafon, 
particularly  for  fuch  as  are  troubled  with  fcorbutic  complaints.  * 

alder. 

o W L E R. 

B etui  a Alnus , zi.  4. 

Stem  : tree-like  and  full  of  branches  ; the  bark  is  rough, 
of  a dark  brown  colour,  and  irregularly  blotched  with  white. 

Leaves  : large  and  roundifh,  they  are  irregularly  notched  on 
the  edges,  and  clammy  to  the  touch,  efpecially  while  young. 
Flowers  : barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  individual. 
Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flowers,  a longifh  catkin,  com- 
pofed  of  numerous  fcales,  each  of  which  includes  three  little 
flowers. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal,  divided  into  four  fmall  expanding 
fegments. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  very  minute,  and  furniflied  with 
double  tips. 

Flowercup:  of  the  fertile  flowers,  a fcaly  catkin  as 
above:  the  fcales  are  placed  oppoAte  by  threes,  and  include 
two  little  flowers,  which  are  heart-fhaped,  notched  at  the 
end,  and  furniflied  with  a (harp  point  in  the  middle. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fmall  and  egg-fhaped,  with  two 
briftly  fliafts,  which  are  as  long  as  the  fcales  of  the  catkin, 
and  terminated  by  very  minute,  obtufe  fummits. 

Seeds  : fojitary,  egg-fliaped,  and  furrounded  with  a border. 

It  delights  in  low  marfliy  fltuations.  The  catkins  appear  in 
March,  and  the  feeds  ripen  in  September. 

A decodtion  of  the  bark  has  been  often  known  to  cure  agues, 
and  is  frequently  made  ufe  of  by  country  people,  to  repel 
inflammatory  tumours  in  the  throat,  and  parts  adjacent. 
Mother  bj. 

The 
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The  peafants  on  the  Alps  are  frequently  cured  of  rheumatic 
complaints,  and  the  fciatica,  by  being  covered  with  bags  full 
of  the  heated  leaves.  Tournefort. 

The  bark  poffefTes  a confiderable  degree  of  aflringency,  and 
a deco&ion  of  it  may  be  advantageoufly  employed  to  bathe 
fwellings  and  inflammations.  It  dyes  woollen  of  a reddilh 
colour,  and,  with  the  addition  of  copperas,  black. 

A late  popular  writer  very  gravely  allures  us,  that  if  the 
leaves  are  ftrewed  in  a chamber  infefted  by  fleas,  they  will  all 
immediately  come  together  upon  them,  and  be  fo  entangled 
By  the  clamminefs  on  their  furface  that  they  may  be  ealily 
deftroyed.  But  I think  a more  effectual  method  to  get  rid  of 
thofe  troublefome  bedfellows,  would  be  to  apply  a decodtion  of 
the  leaves,  as  a celebrated  quack  advifed  the  purchafers  of  his 
noftrnm  for  the  like  purpofe:  namely,  to  catch  them  by  the 
Ikin  of  the  neck  (which  he  faid  would  occafion  them  to  gape) 
and  pour  a little  or  the  liquid  down  their  throats. 

ALDER.  Black. 
BERRY-BEARING  ALDER. 

Rhammts  Frangula,  5.  1. 

Roots:  woody,  fpreading  beneath  the  furface  of  the  ground, 
and  producing  fuckers. 

Stems:  fhrubby,  and  but  thinly  branched;  the  external 
bark  is  fniooth,  Ihining,  and  of  a blackilh  colour,  fpotted 
with  white. 

Leaves  : fituated  at  the  extremity  of  the  branches  on 
lhort  leaf-ltalks  : they  are  large,  oval,  entire  on  the  edges,  of 
a dark  green  colour,  with  feveral  veins  on  the  furface ; and 
terminate  in  a lhort  dagger-like  point. 

Flowers  : proceeding  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves  in 
little  clutters : they  are  fmall  and  white. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a Angle  petal,  with  a longi/h  tube, 
and  a flat  border,  which  is  divided  into  four  or  five  pointed 
fegments.  There  is  a fmall  fcale  at  the  bafe  of  each  divifion, 
within  the  blofl'om. 

Chives  : equal  in  number  to  the  divifions  of  the  border. 
They  are  awl-lhaped  with  very  fmall  yellow  lips,  and  grow 
under  the  above-mentioned  feales. 

1’ointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  with  a flender  fliaft, 
and  a blunt  fummit  divided  into  two  or  three  parts. 
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Seed-vesel  : a round,  fmooth,  black  berry,  commonly 
divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  folitary,  and  roundifh,  with  a prominence  on  one 
fide. 

It  is  common  in  moift  woods  and  hedges,  flowering  in  May. 

Half  an  ounce  of  the  inner  yellow  bark  boiled  in  beer,  is  an 
effectual  purge,  and  often  proves  ferviceable  in  the  dropfy, 
conftipations  in  the  bowels  of  cattle,  &c.  but  in  the  latter 
cafe  a larger  quantity  will  be  necefiary.  Withering. 

Country  people  frequently  make  ufe  of  the  bark  boiled  in 
ale  as  a purgative  in  the  jaundice,  dropfy,  and  other  fimilar 
complaints:  but  it  commonly  operates  with  violence,  and 
unlefs  corrected  by  the  addition  of  fome  warm  aromatic  fub- 
ftance,  frequently  occafions  fevere  gripings,  ficknefs,  and 
fometimes  vomiting. 

The  unripe  berries  dye  wool  green,  and  the  bark  affords  a 
yellow  dye. 

A L E H O O F. 

GILL,  GROUND-IVY,  CAT’s-FOOT,  TUN-HOOF, 
ROBIN  RUN  IN  THE  HEDGE. 

Glecoma  Hederacea,  14.  1. 

Roots  : perennial,  fmall,  fibrous,  and  crooked. 

Stem:  herbaceous,  fquare,  trailing,  and  ftriking  root  at 
the  joints. 

Leaves  : kidney-fiiaped ; they  grow  in  pairs  on  very  long 
hairy  leaf-ftajks,  and  arc  obtufcly  notched  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  fituated  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves;  they  are 
numerous,  moderately  large,  and  of  a fine  blue  colour. 

Flower-cup:  fmall,  hairy,  and  divided  into  five  unequal 
teeth. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a very 
ong  tube.  The  upper  lip  flands  eredt,  and  is  round  at  the 
end,  with  a fhallow  cleft  in  the  middle. — The  lower  one  Is 
divided  into  three  lobe6,  of  which  the  middlcmoft  is  largeft, 
and  notched  at  the  extremity. 

Chives:  four,  two  of  which  are  long,  and  two  fhort ; the 
tips  arc  qf  an  oblong  figure,  and  each  pair  is  fo  difpofed  as 
to  exhibit  the  figure  of  a crofs.  , 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts:  the 
fhaft  is  long  and  very  Bender,  with  a divided  fummit. 
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Seeds:  four;  they  are  fmall  egg-fhaped,  and  contained  ia 
the  bottom  of  the  cup. 

It  delights  in  fhady  fituations,  and  among  rubbifh ; and 
flowers  about  the  beginning  of  April. 

Aconferve  made  of  the  young  tops  in  the  fpring,  or  the 
juice  made  into  a fyrup,  is  excellent  for  colds,  coughs,  and 
fliortneis  of  breath  ; and  a ftrong  infufion  drank  in  the  manner 
of  tea,  is  ferviceable  in  all  complaints  of  the  bread  and  lungs.  •» 
The  juice  fnuffed  up  the  nofe  is  an  excellent  (and  many  times 
inftantaneous)  remedy  for  the  head-ach  ; and  may  likewife  be 
ufed  with  advantage  in  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  arifing 
from  external  violence. 

The  leaves  bruifed  and  thrown  into  the  vat  with  ale,  won- 
derfully clarify  it ; and  give  it  an  agreeable  flavour,  together 
with  an  antifcorbutic  quality. 

ALEXANDERS. 

ALISSANDERS. 

Smyrnium  Olufatrum , 5.  2.  < 

Root:  biennial,  long,  and  very  thick:  it  has  a ftrong 
fmell,  and  a lharp  acrid  tafte. 

Leaves:  doubly  compound;  they  proceed  immediately 
from  the  root,  and  are  very  numerous.  The  main  leaf-ftalk 
is  divided  into  three  principal  parts,  and  each  of  thefe  is 
fubdivided  into  three  others,  which  fupport  a number  of  fhort 
oval  fegments,  with  faw-like  edges. 

Stem:  firm,  upright,  fcored  on  the  furface,  and  fix  or feven 
feet  high:  it  is  decorated  with  a few  leaves  of  the  lame  general 
ftruifture  with  thofe  deicribcd  above,  but  fmallcr. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  item  in  large  naked  rundles; 
they  are  fmall,  and  their  colour  is  white. 

Flower-cup  : fcarcely  perceptible. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  very  minute,  fharp-pointed 
petals. 

Chives  : five,  as  long  as  the  petals,  with  fimple  tips. 

Pointal  : fituated  beneath  the  bloflbm,  it  fupports  two 
fimple  fhaffs,  with  very  minute  furfur, its. 

Seeds:  two;  they  arc  fliaped  like  a crefeent  or  new  moon, 
and  area  little  convex  on  the  one  fi.de,  and  furrowed,  but  Hat 
on  the  other. 
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It  is  found  wild  among  the  cliffs  of  the  rocks  on  the  fea 
coaft,  and  is  cultivated  in  many  gardens,  where  it  produces 
flowers  in  June  and  July. 

The  feeds  warm,  ftrengthen,  and  comfort  the  ftomach, 
create  an  appetite,  difperfe  wind,  promote  urine  and  the 
menfes,  and  give  relief  in  the  ltrangury.  A deco&ion  of  the 
root  may  be  ufed  for  any  of  the  above  purpofes  when  the  feeds 
are  not  to  be  procured.  The  (talks  blanched  and  eaten  plen- 
' tifully  as  a fallad,  are  ferviceable  in  fcorbutic  complaints. 


ALLSPICE. 

PIEMENTO.  JAMAICA  PEPPER-TREE. 

Myrtus  Piemento,  12.  1. 

Stem:  tree-like;  it  rifes  to  the  height  of  fixty  or  eighty 
feet,  and  is  very  full  of  branches ; the  bark  is  thick,  fmootfc, 
and  of  a brown  colour. 

Leaves:  placed  alternately  on  the  young  (hoots;  they  are 
long,  broad,  pointed,  of  a Ihining  green  colour,  and  a very 
fragrant  fmell. 

Flowers:  produced  in  clufters  from  the  (ides,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  young  (hoots  : they  are  but  fmall,  and  their  colour 
Is  a pale  green. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  and  marked  with 
five  (light  notches. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  large  egg-(haped  petals,  which 
are  attached  by  their  claws  to  the  cup. 

Chives  numerous  (about  thirty)  they  are  attached  to  the 
fides  of  the  flower-cup,  and  terminated  by  very  minute  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  placed  beneath  the  bloffom,  and 
fupports  a (lender  (haft,  crowned  with  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : an  oval  berry,  divided  into  two  or  three  cells. 

Seeds  : folitary,  and  kidney-(haped,  of  a warm  aromatic 
tafte,  and  a mod  pleafing  fpicy  fmell. 

This  beautiful  tree  is  a native  of  the  mountainous  parts  of 
Jamaica,  where  the  berries  are  gathered  before  they  arrive  at 
maturity,  and  dried ; and  in  this  ftate  they  are  brought  to  us, 
under  the  denomination  of  Jamaica-Pepper. 

Allfpice  is  a molt  excellent  aromatic.  It  warms,  (Lengthens, 
and  comforts  the  head  and  ftomach,  difperles  wind,  prevents 

fickn.cfs. 
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ficknefs,  and  vomiting,  promotes  urine  and  the  menfes,  forti. 
fies  the  nervous  fyftem,  removes  obftrutfions,  and  is  one  of 
the  belt  remedies  known  for  habitual  cholics. 

ALMOND. 

■Amygdatus  Communis,  13.  1 . 

Stem  : tree-like,  fopporting  numerous  fpreading  branches, 
and  covered  with  a greyifh  bark. 

Leaves:  fcattered;  they  (land  on  very  Ihort  leaf-ftalks, 
and  are  long,  broad  in  the  middle,  pointed  at  both  ends, 
finely  cut  like  the  teeth  of  a favv  on  the  edges,  and  of  a fhining 
green  colour.  6 

Flowers:  fitting  on  the  branches  in  twin  pairs;  they  are 
arge  and  of  a beautiful  pale  crimfon  colour. 

FL°wER.cup:  formed  of  a Angle  tubular  leaf,  and  divided 
at  the  mouth  into  five  oblong,  expanding  fegments. 

*22?  :.Cr°mfPfed  °f  fiwC  °va’’  ct)ncave  Petals,  the  daw, 
of  which  are  inferted  into  the  fid<s  of  the  flower-cup 

ZhT*h'ny  ; they  are  "early  half  the  length  of 
the  bloffom,  and  have  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh  and  covered  with  a 
down,  ‘.b^  the  (haft  r , and  tcrminattd  b a 
roundifh  fummit.  ; 

Seeo-vessel:  large;  it  confifts  of  a tough  leather-like 
fubltance,  and  is  marked  with  a longitudinal  furrow. 

Seed  : a (tone,  or  nut  of  an  oval,  compreffed  form,  con- 
taining a large  kernel,  which  is  the  almond. 

This  tree  is  a native  of  Africa,  but  grows  and  flourilhes 
very  well  with  us.  The  flowers  appear  in  March  before  the 
eaves,  and  exhibit  a moll  beautiful  appearance,  but  the  fruit 
rarely  arrives  at  maturity. 

Almonds  are  diltinguiflied  in  the  (hops,  into  fweet  and 

bi  ter;  there  is  however  no  difference  perceptible  in  the  trees 
which  produce  them. 

Six  or  eight  fweet  almonds  peeled  and  eaten  frequently  prove 
a cure  for  the  heart  burn  Motherby. 

The  bitter  kind  are  recommended  by  fcveral  authors,  as 
betng  diuretic, , and  deftrurtive  of  worms;  while  others 

gine  at  t cy  poffefs  noxious  qualities,  and  think  the  ufe 
or  them  dangerous. 

0.1  of  almond,  i,  procured  indifcriminately  from  either  fort 
ufed  ip  tickling  cough,,  and  habitual  coffi£ 
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nefs,  with  fucccfs,  but  when  given  as  a laxative  to  infants,  it 
is  commonly  attended  with  a contrary  effed,  in  confequence 
of  its  diminifhing  the  ftrength  of  their  bowels. 

Sweet  almonds  blanched  and  beaten  into  an  emulfion  with 
barley  water,  are  of  great  ufe  in  the  ftone,  gravel,  ftrangury, 
and  other  difordcrs  of  the  kidneys,  bladder,  and  biliary  duds. 

ALOE. 

Aloe  Perfoliata,  vera,  6.  i . 

Rqot  : perennial ; it  confifts  of  a great  number  of  fibres, 
many  of  which  are  as  thick  as  a goofe  quill,  and  proportion- 
ably  long. 

Stem  : rifing  to  the  height  of  three  or  four  feet,  and  fup- 
porting  a vaft  circular  clufter  of  leaves. 

Leaves  : thick,  fiefhy,  full  of  juice,  about  a foot  and  half 
long,  and  two  inches  wide  at  the  bafe,  from  whence  they 
grow  gradually  narrower,  till  they  terminate  in  a fharp  thorny 
point : there  is  likewife  a row  of  feeble  white  fpines  on  each 
of  their  edges,  and  a few  fpots  of  the  fame  colour  fcattered 
over  their  furface. 

Flower-stem  : emerging  from  the  center  of  the  clufter ; 
it  is  firm,  thick,  round,  upright,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Flowers  : numerous,  they  terminate  the  ftem  in  a vaft 
long  fpikc,  and  are  of  a lively  purple  colour. 

Flower- cup  : wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a fingle  tubular  petal,  which  is 
fwelled  at  the  bafe,  and  crooked,  with  an  expanded  mouth, 
cut  into  fix  refleded  fegments. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  a little  longer  than  the 
bloffom,  and  furnilhed  with  oblong  tips,  which  are  fixed 
fide'ways. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oval  form,  with  a fingle- 
lhaft,  the  fummit  of  which  is  cleft  into  three  obtufe  parts. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong  capfule,  marked  with  three 

longitudinal  furrows,  and  divided  internally  into  three  cells. 

Seeds  : numerous  ; they  are  angular,  and  obtufely  pointed. 

We  have  three  forts  of  Aloes  common  in  the  fhops,  but  that 
which  is  procured  from  this  plant  , and  known  by  the  name 
of  Succotrine  Aloes,  is  by  far  the  beft  for  internal  ufe.  Its 
purgative  properties  are  almoft  univerfally  known,  and  the 
different  preparations  of  it  purify  the  blood,  help  digeftion, 
difiipate  grofs  humours,  and  arc  friendly  to  the  nervous 

. j lyftem 


FAMILY  HERBAL 


ii 


fyftem  in  general.  They  likewife  powerfully  refill  putre- 
faction, remove  obftructions  of  the  vifcera,  kill  worms  in  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines,  cure  the  jaundice,  and  green  ficknefs, 
provoke  the  menfes,  an<J  piles,  and  prove  ferviceable  in  the 
ague,  and  all  cold,  watry  diforders  ; but  fhould  be  forborn 
by  fuch  as  have  hot  bilious  conftitutions,  or  gravelly  com- 
plaints. 

ANEMONE. 

WIND-FLOWER. 

Anemone  Ncmoro/a,  13.  7. 

Root:  perennial,  thick,  and  full  of  knobs;  it  creeps 
beneath  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and  is  very  acrid  to  the 
tafte. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  long  leaf-talks,  which  are  divided 
into  three  parts,  each  of  which  fupports  a number  of  jagged, 
and  pointed  fegments. 

Stem  : round,  tender,  purple,  and  fix  or  eight  inches 
high,  with  three  leaves  furrounding  it  near  the  top. 

Flowers:  folitary,  large,  and  white,  with  more  or  lefs 
of  a purple  tinge.  They  Hand  on  long  fiender  fruit-ftalks, 
which  rife  from  the  center  of  the  leaves  thatfurround  the  Item. 

Flower-cup  : wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  fix  (fometimes  nine)  large  oblong 
petals,  which  are  notched  at  the  end. 

Chives:  very  numerous;  they  are  hair-like,  about  half 
the  length  of  the  petals,  and  furnilhed  with  double  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  very  numerous,  and  connected 
into  a globular  head.  The  lhafts  are  pointed,  and  terminated 
by  obtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vesel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  very  numerous;  they  are  pointed,  and  the  fhaft 
remains  upon  them  till  they  come  to  maturity. 

It  is  very  common  in  fhady  woods,  and  by  the  fidcs  of 
hedges,  flowering  in  March  and  April. 

The  juice  fnuffed  up  the  nofe,  or  the  root  held  in  the 
mouth,  excites  a confiderable  difeharge  of  cold  watry  humours 
ft om  the  head,  and  parts  adjacent.  The  leaves  bruifed  and 
applied  to  ulcers  and  running  fores,  cleanfe  and  difpofe  them 
tu  heal.  Some  authors  recommend  it  in  fupprefiions  of  the 
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menfes,  but  it  is  too  acrid  in  its  nature  for  internal  ufe, 
and  might  be  productive  of  fatal  confequences,  in  unfkilful 
bands. 


ANGELICA. 

Angelica,  Archangelica , p.  2. 

Boot  : biennial,  long,  thick,  and  bung  with  innumerable 
fibres  ; it  is  warm,  and  aromatic  to  the  tafte,  and  has  a very 
agreeable  fmell. 

Leaves  : large  and  numerous  ; they  confift  of  feveral  broad, 
pointed,  and  ferrated  fegments,  or  little  leaves,  difpofed  in  a 
winged  manner,  on  the  ribs  of  a divided  leaf  ftalk. 

Stem:  robuft,  but  hollow,  fix  or  eight  feet  high,  and 
divided  into  feveral  branches,  which  terminate  in  large  run- 
dles,  or  tufts  of 

Flowers:  which  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : very  fmall,  and  cut  into  five  teeth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  flattilh,  incurved  petals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  longer  than  the  petals,  and  have 
Ample  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  blofTom, 
and  fupports  two  reflected  lhafts  with  obtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  ; wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connected,  encompafled  with  a 

border,  flat  on  tlie  one  fide,  on  the  other  convex,  and  marked 
with  three  furrows. 

It  is  cultivated  in  gardens,  and  flowers  in  the  latter  end  of 
fummer. 

Every  part  of  the  plant  is  full  of  virtue,  but  the  roots  and 
feeds  pi-fiefs  the  higheft  degree.  They  are  cordial,  fudorific, 
and  ftomachic.  of  great  efficacy  in  peftilential  and  contagious 
difoiders.  They  are  likewife  fervictable  in  all  cold  flatulent 
complain'.0,  and  feldom  fail  of  removing  the  ague,  if  taken 
three  or  four  times  repeatedly  on  the  approach  of  the  fit. 

A fcruple  of  the  dried  root  in  powder,  or  ten  grains  of  the 
feed  is  a moderate  dofe.  The  roots  and  ftalks  are  fometimes 
candied,  and  in  that  (late  they  are  equally  efficacious,  and 
more  agreeable  to  be  taken. 
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ANISEED. 

Pimplnella  Ariifunt , 5.  a. 

Root:  annual,  fmall,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  weak,  branched,  hairy,  and  two  feet  high. 

Leaves  : various  in  fhape  ; thofe  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
Item  are  divided  into  three  principal  parts,  which  are  deeply 
gafhed  and  ferrated  ; but  thofe  which  grow  towards  the  top, 
confift  of  feveral  narrow  fegments. 

Flowers:  difpofed  in  loofe  rundles,  or  tufts;  they  arc 
fmall.  and  of  a yellowifb  white  colour. 

Flower-cup  fcarcely  perceptible. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  heart-fliaped  petals. 

Chives:  five,  they  are  fomething  longer  than  the  petals, 
and  fupport  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  placed  beneath  the  bloflbm,  and 
fupports  two  very  Ihort  lhafts,  with  globular  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : two  ; they  are  oblong  and  flat  on  the  one  fide,  but 
convex  and  channelled  on  the  other.  ^ 

It  is  a native  of  Egypt,  Crete,  and  Syria,  and  is  cultivated 
in  many  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe  ; it  will  alfo  grow  in 
our  ga  dens,  but  does  not  arrive  at  any  great  degree  of  per- 
fedti  >n  with  us. 

Anifeeds  have  an  agreeable  aromatic  fmell,  and  are  grate- 
fully warm  to  the  tafte,  with  a li  ght  degree  of  fweetnefs. 
Their  life  is  often  attended  with  falutary  effects  in  weaknels 
of  the  ftomach,  attended  with  griping  pains,  and  purging, 
Hoffman. 

They  are  excellent  in  cholics,  and  all  flatulent  diforders, 
and  wherever  tough  phlegm  abounds;  creating  an  appetite 
and  eafing  pain  ; they  likewife  flay  the  hiccup,  and  operate 
gen  ly  by  fweat  and  urine.  An  infulion  of  them  in  water 
quenches  thirtt,  and  checks  pureing. 

There  is  a fpiriluous  water  diddled  from  them  and  kept  in 
the  fhops,  which  may  be  ufed  for  all  the  above  purpofes  by 
thofe  who  diflike  the  flavour  of  the  feeds  ; and  if  a glafs  of  it 
be  taken  after  meals,  it  aflids  digedion,  and  prevents  the  bad 
cffevfts  which  fometimes  follow  a free  ufe  of  vegetables. 

ARBORV1T  -7E. 
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ARBOR  V IT  jE. 

TREE  OF  LIFE. 

Thuja,  Occidentalis , 21.9. 

Roots  : woody  and  hung  with  innumerable  fibres  of  a 
brownifh  colour. 

Stem:  tree-like;  it  is  covered  with  a reddifh  brown  bark, 
and  fupports  a vaft  number  of  branches,  which  are  difpofed  in 
fuch  a manner  as  to  give  the  tree  an  exadt  pyramidal  form. 
The  young  fhoots  are  of  a lively  fhining  green  colour,  and 
fo  difpofed  on  the  branches,  as  to  refemble  winged  leaves  : 
and  as  fuch  we  find  them  deferibed  by  feveral  authors,  through 
inattention. 

Leaves  : fmall,  and  fcaly ; they  lie  over  one  another  like 
the  tiles  on  a houfe,  have  little  white  protuberances  on  their 
furface,  and  are  fo  numerous  as  entirely  to  cover  the  young 
fhoots. 

Flowers  ; barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  an  egg-fhaped  catkin, 
compofed  ofobtufe,  concave  feales. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  four  in  each  fcale  of  the  flower-cup,  to  the  bafe 
of  which  the  tips  are  connected. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  fertile  flower,  an  egg-fhaped  cone, 
confiding  of  convex  converging  feales,  which  contain  two 
flowers  in  each. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  very  fmall,  and  ends  in  an  awl- 
fhaped  fhaft,  with  a fimple  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong,  obtufe  cone,  compofed  of  oval, 
obtufe,  and  convex  feales. 

Seeds  : oblong,  and  furrounded  with  a border,  which  is 
notched  at  the  end. 

The  tree  is  a native  of  Canada,  Siberia,  and  other  northern 
countries,  but  is  now  very  common  in  the  gardens  of  the 
curious  in  our  ifland.  The  whole  plant  has  a ftrong,  but 
not  difagreeable  fmell,  and  the  young  fhoots  are  warm  and 
aromatic,  but  withal  bitterifh  to  the  tafte.  Country  people 
wear  them  in  their  fhoes  to  cure  agues,  and  I have  been  in- 
formed by  thofe  who  have  made  the  experiment  that  it  caufed 
them  to  fweat  profufely.  A decoftion  of  them,  or  of  the 
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bark  of  the  tree  would,  without  doubt,  prove  ferviceable  in 
that,  and  other  cold  diforders ; and  is  well  worth  admitting 
to  the  tell  of  a fair  trial. 


archangel. 

DEAD-NETTLE.  DEE-NETTLE. 

Lamium.  Album . 14.  I. 

Root:  perennial,  fibrous,  and  creeping. 

Stem  : herbaceous,  fquare,  hollow,  ereft,  and  about  eigh- 
teen inches  high.  . 

Leaves:  on  (hort  leaf-ftalks  ; they  grow  in  crofs  pan's,  ana 
are  heart-lhaped,  broad,  pointed,  ferrated,  rough,  and  ot  a 
lively  green  colour. 

Flowers  : difpofed  in  whorls,  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves, 
there  is  about  twenty  in  each  whorl ; their  colour  is  w ite, 

fpotted  with  purple.  . 

Flower-cup:  a fingle  tubular  leaf,  which  is  hairy  on 

the  outride,  and  divided  at  the  margin  into  five  (hort  briftly 
teeth. 

Blossom:,  of  the  gaping  kind.  The  tubular  part  is  very 
fhort,  the  upper  lip  vaulted,  and  entire,  the  lower  lip  fhort, 
notched  at  the  end  and  reflected,  and  betwixt  them  is  a wide 
inflated,  comprefied  mouth,  with  a fmall  reflected  tooth  on 
each  fide. 

Chives:  four;  two  fhort,  and  two  long,  they  are  aw - 
(haped,  and  have  oblong  (haggy  tips  of  a yellow  colour. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  from  the 
center  of  which  rifes  a fingle  and  very  (lender  (haft,  with  a 
forked  fummit. 

Seeu-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four,  contained  in  the  boi'om  of  the  cup.  They 
are  (hort,  three-fided,  and  loped  at  both  ends. 

It  is  a very  common  but  elegant  weed,  growing  plentifully 
by  the  fides  of  hedges,  and  in  cultivated  places,  and  flowers 
in  the  months  of  May  and  June. 

The  flowers  made  into  a conferve  are  an  excellent  remedy 
for  that  troublefome,  weakening,  and  oftentimes  obftiuatc 
and  dangerous  female  complaint,  the  whites.  Hill. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  an  aftringent  nature,  and  the  dried 
roots  are  fometimes  given  with  fuccefs  in  fluxes.  A itrong 
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infufion  of  the  leaves  bids  fair  to  anfwer  the  fame  purpofes, 
and  may  be  lerviceable  in  all  other  kinds,  of  weaknefs  and 
debility. 

ARROWHEAD. 

bagittaria  Sagittifolia , 21.  8. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  and  thick,  with  many  long  white 
fibres,  proceeding  from  the  upper  part  of  it  ; and  a roundilh 
bulb  at  the  lower  extremity. 

Leaves:  of  two  kinds;  thofe  which  appear  firft  in  the 
fpring  are  long  and  narrow,  refembling  the  leaves  of  the  laiger 
kinds  of  grafs,  but  are  foon  fucceeded  by  others,  which  ftand 
on  tong,  angular  leaf-ftalks,  and  rcfemble  in  fhape  the  head 
of  an  arrow. 

Stem  : fupporting  flowers  only.  It  emerges  from  the  center 
of  the  leaves,  and  is  round,  fmooth,  of  a tender  fubftance, 
and  two  feet  high. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant.  They 
ftand  on  long  fruit-ftalks,  feveral  of  which  rife  from  the  fame 
part  of  the  ftem,  and  iurround  it  in  feveral  ranks  or  whorls  at 
a fmall  diftance  from  each  other.  They  are  white. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  compofed  of  three 
oval,  concave  leaves. 

Blossom:  confiding  of  three  petals,  which  are  roundifh, 
blunt  at  the  ends,  flat,  and  three  times  as  large  as  the  leaves 
of  the  cup. 

Chives:  numerous,  awl-fhaped,  collected  into  a bead,  and; 
furnifhed  with  upright  tips. 

Fertile  flower  placed  on  the  lower  part  of  the  ftem  beneath 
the  barren  ones,  which  they  referable  in  every  refpcift  except 
their  wanting  the  chives. 

Pointal  : the  feed  buds  are  numerous,  flattifli,  collected 
into  a head,  and  terminated  by  very  ftiort  fliatts,  with  pointed 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : numerous,  oblong,  flattened,  and  furrounded  by 
a membranous  border. 

It  is  chiefly  found  in  the  Iballow  parts  of  livers,  and  other 
watry  places.  The  flowers  appear  in  June. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  a cooling  and  binding  nature.  The 
leaves  bruifed  and  applied  to  burns  and  fealds,  cafe  the  pain 

and 


FAMILY  HERBAL.  17 

and  take  away  the  inflammation.  It  is  faid  that  they  are  of 
lingular  efficacy  in  reftraining  hemorrhages,  and  immoderate 
menfes,  but  I have  never  feen  the  report  confirmed  by  ex- 
periment. 

ARROWROOT. 

Maranta,  Arundinacea,  I.  I. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  white,  flefhy,  and  hung  with 

numerous  fibres. 

Leaves  : large,  and  of  a membranous  fubftance.  They  are 
four  times  as  long  as  broad,  and  end  in  a very  (harp  point. 
The  leaf  (talks  are  long,  and  furround  the  Item  at  their  bafe 
like  a fiieath. 

Stem:  bearing  only  flowers;  it  is  round,  a foot  or  more 
high,  and  divided  near  the  top  info  feveral  branches. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  in  a loofe  fpike  ; they  are 
moderately  large,  of  an  irregular  figure,  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  three  fmall,  pointed  leaves. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a (ingle  gaping  petal,  with  a longifh 
tube,  a little  compreffed  or  flattened,  and  a border  divided 
into  fix  unequal  fegments. 

Chive  : fingle,  broad,  refembling  the  divifions  of  the 

bloffom.  The  tip  is  longifh,  of  an  equal  breadth  throughout, 
and  attached  to  one  margin  of  the  chive. 

Potntal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  and  fituated  beneath 
the  bloflom  ; the  fhaft  fimple,  and  the  fummit  obfcurely 
three-cornered. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh,  or  rather  obfcurely  three- 
cornered  capfule. 

Seeds  : fingle,  egg-fhaped,  wrinkled  on  the  furfacc,  and 
very  hard. 

This  plant  is  a native  of  the  Caribbee  iflands,  and  affords 
the  only  known  remedy  for  thofe  wounds  that  are  infli&ed  by 
arrows  poifoned  with  the  milky  juice  of  the  manchineel  tree. 
To  anfwer  this  purpofe,  after  being  bruifed  and  infufed  in 
water,  the  liquor  is  given  the  wounded  perfon  to  drink  ; and 
poffefies  the  property  of  diflipating  the  venom,  and  rendering 
it  ineffectual.  But  if  the  ufe  of  it  is  delayed,  in  a fliort  fpace 
of  time,  the  poifon  gains  ground,  and  by  communicating 
itfelf  to  the  larger  veffels,  foon  reaches  the  heart  and  proves 
mortal.  The  plant  is  but  little  known  amongft  us  at  prefent, 
N«  I.  D but 
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but  would,  without  doubt,  prove  a valuable  acquifition  to 
the  fcience  of  medicine,  if  it  was  introduced  into  practice, 
and  its  virtues  afcertained. 

A R S M A R.  T. 

WATER  PEPPER,  LAKE  WEED. 

Polygonum  Eydrop'tper,  8.  3. 

Root  : annual,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  fmooth,  weak,  jointed,  branchy,  and  of  a reddifh 
colour  at  the  joints. 

Leaves  : long,  fharp-pointed,  fmooth  on  each  tide,  with  a 
few  briftly  hairs  on  the  edges  : their  colour  is  a lively  green  ; 
and  it  may  be  necefi'ary  to  obferve,  that  they  have  no  dark 
coloured  fpots  on  the  furface,  in  order  to  diftinguilh  the  plant 
from  another  of  the  fame  kind  which  very  much  refembles  it 
in  external  appearance,  but  without  pofiefliqg  any  of  its 
virtues. 

Flowers:  produced  in  fpikes  at  the  extremity  of  the 
branches ; they  are  fmall,  and  of  a greeniih  white,  or  faint 
purple  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  divided 
into  five  blunt,  egg-fhaped  fegments. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-fhapedi  very  (h or t,  and  ter- 
minated by  roundilh  tips,  which  are  fixed  fideways. 

Pointal  : the  feed  bud  is  three-cornered,  and  fupports  a 
cloven,  or  divided  ihaft,  which  is  fhort,  and  furnifhed  with 
minute  fummits. 

Seed-vesse.i,  : wanting. 

Seed  : fingle,  three-cornered,  with  a fharp  point,  and 
included  in  the  flower-cup. 

It  grows  in  watry  fituations,  and  flowers  in  July  and 
Auguft. 

The  whole  plant  has  an  exceeding  hot,  biting  tafle.  It 
, cures  thofe  little  ulcers  in  the  mouth  commonly  called  the 
thruih,  and  the  diftilled  water  drank  to  the  quantity  of  a pint 
or  more  in  a day,  has  been  found  ferviceable  in  the  gravel, 
ftone,  &c.  Withering. 

It  is  a diuretic  of  confiderable  efficacy,  and  has  frequently 
been  adminiftcred  with  fuccefs  in  the  jaundice,  and  the  begin- 
ning 
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ning  of  droplies.  The  exprefied  juice  of  the  frefh  gathered 
plant  appears  to  be  the  beft  preparation  of  it,  and  maybe 
taken  with  fafety  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  ounces  for 
a dofe. 

ARTICHOAK. 

Cynara  Scaly  mus,  19.  i. 

Root:  perennial;  it  is  very  large,  and  full  of  a thick 
flimy  juice. 

Stem  : robuft,  furrowed,  upright,  and  five  or  fix  feet  high. 

Leaves  : very  large  ; they  are  more  than  two  feet  long, 
a foot  broad,  and  divided  almoft  down  to  the  middle  rib  into 
a number  of  oblong  fegments,  Which  are  varioufly  cut  and 
jagged  on  the  edges,  with  a kind  of  downy  or  woolly  fubftance 
on  their  under  furface. 

Flowers  : of  the  compound  kind  ; they  are  very  large 
and  conlift  of  a vaft  number  of  purpliih  florets,  placed  on  a 
common  receptacle,  and  furrounded  by  a common 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  feveral  large,  roundifh,  flelhy 
fcales,  notched  at  the  end,  and  difpofed  in  fuch  a manner  as 
to  refemble  the  tiling  of  a houfe. 

Flowers  : formed  of  a fingle’leaf,  which  is  tubular,  and 
divided  at  the  mouth  into  five  fhdrt  teeth. 

Chives:  five  in  each  floret.  They  are  united  by  their  tips 
into  a kind  of  hollow  cylinder,  which  is  marked  with  five 
flight  notches. 

PointAL  : the  feed  bud  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  the  fhaft 
Angle,  longer  than  the  chives,  and  ends  in  an  oblong  fummit, 
which  is  notched  at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting.  - 

Seeds  : folitary,  large,  oblong,  with  four  corners,  and 
crowned  with  a long  feather. 

It  is  cultivated  in  gardens  for  the  fake  of  the  unripe  heads, 
or  flowers  of  the  plant,  which  are  by  many  efteemed  a great 
delicacy. 

The  juice  of  the  leaves,  or  a ftrong  deco&ion  of  the  roots 
is  powerfully  diuretic,  and  of  great  efficacy  in  the  jaundice 
and  dropfy,  which  will  frequently  yield  to  this  medicine 
without  any  other  afliftance  but  the  divine  blefiing. 

Pa 
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■Afarnm  Europium , n.  i. 


Root  : perennial ; it  creeps  along  the  furface  of  the  ground, 
and  is  hung  with  feveral  longifh  fibres. 

Leaves  : proceeding  immediately  from  the  root.  They 
grow  in  pairs  on  long  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  of  a roundilh  figure 
(kidney  fhaped)  but  rather  broader  than  long,  and  deeply 
indented  at  the  bafe. 

Flowers:  difpofed  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves  ; they  ftand 
on  very  fhort  fruit-ftalks,  and  are  of  a greenilh  colour,  tinged 
with  a dirty  purple  at  the  mouth. 

Flower-cup:  bell-fhaped,  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  and 
divided  into  three  Ihort  fegments,  which  bend  inwards  at 
the  top. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  twelve;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  about  half  the 
length  of  the  flower-cup,  with  oblong  tips,  which  are  attached 
to  their  middles. 

PointAl:  the  feed-bud  is  concealed  within  the  fubftance 
of  the  flower-cup  ; the  fhaft  is  fingle,  and  the  fummit  is 
divided  into  fix  reflected  parts. 

Seed-vessel:  a capfule  of  a leathery  fubftance,  divided 
internally  into  feveral  cells. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  of  an  oblong  figure. 

It  is  found,  wild  in  woods,  and  Ihady  places  in  fome  parts 
of  this  kingdom,  and  is  cultivated  in  the  gardens  of  the 
curious  on  account  of  its  Angularity. 

The  powdered  root  taken  to  the  amount  of  thirty  or  forty 
grains,  is  a rough  emetic,  and  the  leaves  powdered  and 
fnuffed  up  the  nofe,  occafion  a confiderable  dilcharge  of 
mucus  from  the  head,  without  exciting  much  fneezing. 
Withering. 

The  falutary  difcharge  occafioned  by  fnuffing  a grain  or 
two  of  this  powder  up  the  nofe,  will  fometimes  continue  for 
two  or  three  days  together  : and  a fingle  dofe  has  been  known 
to  remove  a palfy  of  the  mouth  and  tongue.  It  is  an  excellent 
medicine  in  foporific  diftempers,  and  thofe  diforders  of  the 
head  which  proceed  from  a redundancy  of  vifcid  matter ; but 
the  patient  Ihould  carefully  avoid  cold  during  the  operation, 
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S3  it  might  fubjeet  him  to  inflammations  of  the  face,  and 
other  alarming  confequences.  Geofry. 

The  dried  roots  or  leaves  taken  in  large  dofes,  vomit  and 
purge  violently,  but  in  fmaller  dofes  they  operate  fafely,  and 
effectually  by  urine,  and  are  of  great  efficacy  in  obltruCtions 
of  the  menfes,  the  jaundice,  and  dropfy.  The  dried  leaves 
are  the  principal  balls  of  molt  of  the  cephalic  fnuffs,  which 
fometimer.  proves  ufeful  in  diforders  of  the  head;  but  ffiould 
be  adminiftered  with  caution,  as  alarming  fymptoms  have 
been  fometimes  known  to  fucceed  an  imprudent  ufe  of  them. 

A S H. 

Fraxinus  excelfior,  33.  a. 

Stem:  tree-like  ; it  is  lofty,  full  of  branches,  arid  covered 
with  agreyilb  bark. 

Leaves  : winged  ; they  grow  oppoflte  on  the  young  flioots ; 
and  confift  of  fix  or  eight  pair  of  little  leaves  and  an  odd  one, 
which  are  attached  to  the  middle  rib  without  any  leaf-ftalks, 
and  notched  on  the  edges. 

Flowers  : producing  both  chives  and  pointals  are  found 
on  fome  individuals;  while  thofe  of  others  are  furniffied  with 
pointals  only.  They  grow  in  longilh  bunches,  and  are  of  a 
dirty  green  colour. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  blolfoms  which  contain  both  chives 
and  pointals,  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  divided  into  four  fmall, 
lharp  pointed  fegments. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  two;  fliorteuthan  the  divifions  of  the  cup,  the 
tips  are  placed  in  an  ereCt  pofition,  and  marked  with  four 
longitudinal  furrows.  ; 

Pointal  : the  feed  bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  a little  com- 
p re  (fed,  with  a cylindrical  fhaft  ; the  fummit  of  which  is 
rather  thick,  and  cloven.  The  flowers  producing  pointals 
alone,  are  exactly  fimilar  to  the  above,  only  deftitute  of  chives. 

Seed-vessel:  long,  flat,  and  of  a membranaceous  fub- 
ftance. 

Seed  : Angle,  flat,  and  pointed. 

No  tree  or  plant  is  perhaps  more  univerfally  known  than 
the  common  afh,  but  we  have  not  been  lefs  accurate,  or 
minute  in  the  clefcription  of  it  on  that  account.  One  principal 
end  propofed  in  the  prefent  work  is  to  bring  the  reader  fo  fay 
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acquainted  with  the  ftm&ure,  and  (economy  of  vegetables, 
as  the  nature  of  the  defign  will  admit  ; and  the  moft  common 
exhibit  proofs  of  infinite  wifdom  and  power,  too  ftriking  to 
be  palled  over  in  filence. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  made  pretty  ftrong,  and  taken  to 
the  quantity  of  an  ounce  and  half,  is  a good  purge,  and  a 
decodtion  of  the  leaves,  or  bark,  will  fometimes  cure  the 
ague.  Withering. 

The  diftilled  water  of  the  bark  has  been  given  in  pcltilential 
difeafes  with  fuccefs.  Vcmder  Mye. 

A decodtion  of  the  bark  is  good  in  the  jaundice,  dropfy, 
and  other  complaints  of  the  liver,  &c.  It  has  likewife  the/ 
credit  of  being  Angularly  ufeful  in  the  gravel  and  ftone,  and 
not  without  fome  degree  of  probability.  A ftrong  lye  made 
from  the  allies  of  the  wood,  is  an  excellent  lotion  for  fcabby 
heads. 

The  farmers  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom  feed  their  cattle 
> with  the  young  Ihoots  and  leaves,  when  there  is  a fcarcity 

of  grafs. 

Manna  is  the  produdl  of  a fpecies  of  afh  which  grows  in  the 
warmer  parts  of  Europe,  and  very  nearly  refembles  that  of 
our  own  country.  It  flows  from  the  bark  and  leaves  of  the 
tree  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  and  is  carefully  collected  for  ufe, 
being  one  of  the  mildeft,  and  fafeft  purgatives  known,  and 
excellently  adapted  for  young  children,  and  fuch  as  have 
weakly  conftitutions.  It  Iheaths  Iharp  acrimonious  humours, 
and  is  good  in  diforders  of  the  breaft,  attended  with  fever, 
and  inflammation  ; likewife  in  the  pleurify,  hooping-cough, 
gravel,  and  bilious  complaints.  It  is  apt  to  gripe  the  patient 
during  the  operation,  but  that  inconvenience  is  eafily  removed, 
by  adding  a fmall  quantity  of  fome  warm  carminative  fub- 
ftance  to  the  dofe. 

ASPHODEL. 

K I N G’s  - S P E A R. 

JffphoJeha  Ramofus,  6.  I. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  feveral  thick  tuberous 
parts,  from  which  proceed  feveral  large,  white  fibres. 

Leaves  : narrow,  two  or  three  feet  long,  channelled  on  the 
upper  furfacc,  and  fliarp  pointed. 

Stem:  round,  fmooth,  naked,  three  or  four  feet  high, 
and  branched  towards  the  top. 


Flowers  : 
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Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  vaft  fpikes ; 
they  are  large,  and  of  a fnowy  white  colour,  with  a purple 
ftripe  down  each  fegment  of  the  bloflom. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  formed  of  a fingle  petal,  which  is  divided  into 
fix  parts ; and  withinfide  at  the  bafe,  is  a honey-cup,  confining 
of  fix  fmall  fcales,  which  converge  into  a globular  form. 

Chives  : fix  ; they  are  placed  upon  the  fcales  of  the  honey- 
cup,  and  are  alternately  long  and  fliort.  The  tips  are  of  au 
oblong  figure,  and  fixed  Tideways. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  and  concealed  by  the 
honey-cup.  The  fhaft  awl-fliaped,  with  a loped  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a globular  capfule  of  a flelhy  fubftance;  it 
is  divided  externally  into  three  parts,  and  internally  into  at 
many  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  of  a triangular  figure. 

The  plant  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  but 
has  long  fince  found  its  way  into  our  gardens,  where  it  is 
defervedly  admired  for  its  beautiful  flowers,  which  make  their 
appearance  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  or  the  beginning  of 
June. 

The  root  bruifed  and  applied  to  fcrophulous  fwellings, 
fpeedily  diflolves,  and  difperfes  them.  Motherby. 

It  is  of  an  acrid,  heating,  diuretic  quality,  and  taken 
internally  is  faid  to  be  particularly  ufeful  in  removing  obflruc- 
tions  of  the  menftrual  difcbarge.  It  has  likewife  gained  the 
credit  of  being  an  excellent  antifpafmodic. 

ASSAFETIDA. 

DEVIL’ s DUNG. 

Ferula  AJfafoetida , 5.  a. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  and  very  thick;  it  is  of  a blackifh 
colour  on  the  outfide,  but  white  within,  and  full  of  a thick 
flimy  juice,  which  yields  a very  ftrong  fmell ; and  when 
concreted  into  a folid  fubftance,  is  the  Gum  AjJafatida , or 
Devil’s-Dung  of  the  fhops. 

Leaves  : numerous  and  large  ; they  confift  of  feveral  obtufe 
fegments,  with  deep  alternate  gafhes  on  their  edges  ; and  arc 
of  a dark  green  colour. 

Stem:  very  thick,  hollow,  furrowed,  and  eight  or  ten  feet 
high : it  is  branched  towards  the  top,  and  terminated  by 
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vafl  rundlcs  of  flowers,  each  of  which  is  compofed  of  feveral 
rundlets,  with  a leafy  fence  furrounding  the  bafe. 

Flowers:  fmall,  and  of  a yellowifh  white  colour. 

Flower-cup  : minute  ^ it  confifts  of  a fingle  leaf,  with  five 
flight  notches  at  the  margin. 

Blo  ssom  : compofed  of  five  fmall,  oblong  petals. 

Chives  : five  ; as  long  as  the  petals,  with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  placed  beneath  the  blofibm,and  fup- 
ports  two  (lender,  reflected  fhafts,  furniflied  with  obtufc fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting 

Seeds  ; two;  very  large,  of  an  oval  figure,  and  flat  on  both 
fides,  but  marked  with  three  flight  furrows. 

This  plant  feldom  flowers  till  it  arrives  at  twenty  or  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  when  it  does  and  has  ripened  its  feeds  the 
plant  perifhes.  It  is  a native  of  Perfia,  and  grows  there  molt 
plentifully  on  the  mountains  of  Heraat,  and  in  the  province 
of  Laas.  The  leaves  appear  in  autumn,  and  continue  green 
all  winter,  but  wither  in  the  fpring.  In  the  latter  end  of 
April,  when  the  leaves  begin  to  decay,  the  Peifians  go  in 
fearch  of  the  plants,  and  after  having  cleared  away  the  etfrth 
from  the  roots  to  the  depth  of  fix  or  feven  inches,  they  twift 
off  the  leaves,  and  then  earth  up  the  root  again  nearly  to  the 
top,  which  they  cover  with  weeds  in  order  to  keep  off  the  heat 
©f  the  fun,  that  would  otherwife  greatly  prejudice,  if  not 
totally  deftroy  it.  In  this  ftate  they  leave  the  plant  for  the 
fpace  of  a month  or  fix  weeks  ; at  the  end  of  which  time  they 
take  away  the  covering,  and  with  a (harp  knife  cut  about  an 
inch  in  length  from  off  the  top  of  the  root.  They  then  cover 
the  wounded  root  again  with  weeds,  and  leave  it  for  two  or 
three  days ; at  which  time  they  return  and  find  the  wouDd 
covered  with  the  exudated  juice  of  the  root : this  they  carefully 
gather  and  preferve  in  veffels.  They  then  clear  away  the 
earth  a little  lower  from  the  root,  cut  a fecond  (lice  from  its 
top,  and  cover  it  up  again  with  weeds  for  another  gathering, 
which  having  made,  they  cover  them  up  for  eight  or  ten  days 
more,  and  during  this  time  they  fpread  the  gum  which  they 
have  already  colledcd  in  the  fun  to  harden,  and  then  carry 
it  home.  Four  or  five  men  generally  go  in  a company  for  the 
purpofe  pf  collecting  this  gum,  and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
for  them  to  carry  home  forty  or  fifty  pound  weight  at  each 
excurfion  they  make.  When  the  roots  have  remained  covered 
up  eight  or  ten  days  they  pay  them  another  vifit,  take  off  the 
weeds,  and  colled  the  gum.  They  then  cut  another  flice 
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from  the  roots,  and  after  that  a third ; this  is  done  at  the 
diftance  of  two  or  three  days  betwixt  the  times  of  cutting,  and 
the  whole  procefs  is  managed  as  in  the  firft  gathering.  When 
they  have  thus  made  their  third  collection  in  this  fecond  expe- 
dition, they  cover  up  the  roots  again  for  three  or  four  days, 
and  return  home  with  their  (tores.  They  then  return,  and 
cut  them  three  l'everal  times  as  before,  after  which  they  leave 
them  to  perifh. 

Affafoetida  is  an  excellent  medicine  ih  all  nervous  and 
hylteric  difofders.  It  removes  flatulencies,  helps  the  cholic, 
promotes  the  menfes,  expels  the  after-birth,  and  is  a powerful 
fudorific.  It  is  like vyife  ferviceable  in  afthmatic  and  hypo- 
condrical  complaints,  convulfions,  and  other  fits.  Joined  with 
opium  it  confiderably  diminifhes  the  efficacy  of  that  narcotic 
drug  ; and  applied  externally  in  form  of  a plaifter,  it  foftens, 
and  difperfes  hard  fwellings. 


A V E N S. 

HERB  BENNET. 

Oeum  Ur  barium,  12.  5. 

Root:  perennial,  thick,  and  irregular ; it  is  of  a reddilh 
brown  colour,  and  fomewhat  aftringent  to  the  tafie. 

Leaves  : winged;  they  confift  of  two  or  three  pair  of  little 
leaves,  and  an  odd  one  ; the  lowed  of  thefe  are  frnall,  and  of  a 
circular  figure  ; but  the  pair  next  the  extremity  of  the  middle 
nb  are  large  and  fomewhat  egg-ffiaped  ; and  the  odd  one  that 
terminates  it,  is  frequently  divided  into  three  parts.  They  are 
all  hairy  on  the  furface,  and  deeply  cut  and  jagged  on  the 
edges. 

Stem  : round,  firm*  upright,  hairy,  branched  toward  the 
top,  and  two  or  three  feet  high.  It  is  furniihed  with  a few 
leaves,  which  are  placed  alternately.  They  are  large,  divided 
into  three  parts,  and  (land  on  long  leaf-ftalks,  which  are 
furniihed  with  a pair  of  large  leafy  appendages  at  the  bafe. 

Flowers;  terminating  the  fubdiviffons  of  the  Item  finglyj 
they  are  frnall,  and  of  a pale  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  and  divided  into 
ten  fegments,  which  arc  alternately  fmallcr,  and  acutely 
pointed.  1 

Blossom  : compofcd  of  five  roundifii  petals,  with  fliort 

claws,  by  which  they  are  attached  to  the  fides  of  the  llower- 
cup. 
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Chives:  numerous,  awl-ftiaped,  and  about  half  the  length 
of  the  larger  fegments  of  the  flower-cup.  The  tips  are  Ihort, 
fmooth,  broadifh,  and  blunt  at  the  extremity. 

Pointals  : the  feed-buds  are  numerous,  and  collected  into 
a globular  figure  ; the  (hafts  long,  fmooth,  and  of  a purple 
colour;  they  are  bended  towards  the  top,  and  terminated  by 
oblong  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  flattifh  ; they  are  covered  with 
hairs,  and  furnilhed  with  a long  jointed  awn, -which  is  the 
remains  of  the  lhaft. 

It  is  frequent  in  hedges,  and  dry  paftures,  producing  its 
blofioms  in  May,  and  the  fucceeding  fummer  months. 

The  roots  gathered  early  in  the  fpring  and  put  into  ale, 
give  it  an  agreeable  flavour,  and  prevent  it  from  going  four. 
Steeped  in  wine,  they  ftrepgthen  the  Itomacb,  and  create  an 
appetite.  Withering.  1 ' 

It  is  of  a mild,  auftere/  aromatic  nature,  and  feems  perfectly 
adapted  to  ftrengthen  the  head,  heart,  and  ftomach.  A 
drachm  of  the  powder  taken  in  a.glafs  of  wine,  diflolves  and 
difperfes  inward  congealed  blood  occafioned  by  falls  and 
bruifes : it  is  alfo  efficacious  in  the  bloody  flux,  and  othei 
profufe  purgings  and  fpitting  of  blood.  Boiled  in  water,  in 
the  proportion  of  an  ounce  to  a pint  and  half,  till  one  third 
is  wafted,  or  infufed  in  half  a pint  of  red  port  for  the  fpace  of 
twelve  hours,  and  the  whole  quantity  taken  at  the  coming  on 
of  the  fit,  has  frequently  been  known  to  cure  the  ague  when 
all  other  means  have  proved  ineffectual. 

barberry. 

pepperidge-bush. 

Bcrberis  Vulgaris,  6.  i . 

Roots  : woody,  and  fpreading  to  a confiderable  diftance 

beneath  the  furface  of  the  ground. 

Stem:  flirubby,  full  of  branches,  and  armed  with  a great 
number  of  fliarp  triple  thorns. 

Leaves  : produced  in  clutters  on  the  old  wood,  but  on  the 
young  (hoots  they  grow  for  the  molt  part  in  pairs.  Their 
form  is  oval,  and  fome  of  them  are  fharply  notched  on  the 
edges,  while  others  arc  quite  entire. 
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Flowers:  growing  in  bunches  on  the  laft  year’s  wood; 
they  are  fmall,  and  of  a yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  fix  egg-fhaped,  concave, 

coloured  leaves,  which  are  alternately  fmallcr,  and  fall  off 
foon  after  the  opening  of  the  flowers. 

Blossom:  formed  of  fix  roundilh,  concave  petals,  each  of 
which  is  furnilhed  with  two  roundifh,  coloured  fubftances  at 
the  bafe,  which  are  the  honey-cups  of  the  flowers. 

Chives  : fix ; they  are  upright,  compreffed,  and  blunt, 
with  two  tips,  one  of  which  adheres  to  each  of  their  fides  * 
near  the  top. 

Poinial:  the  feed-bud  is  of  a cylindrical  figure,  nearly 
the  length  of  the  chives,  and  crowned  with  a flat  fummit, 
which  is  broader  than  the  feed-bud,  and  encompaffed  with  a 
fharp  border.  The  lhaft  is  wanting. 

Seed-vessel:  a blunt,  cylindrical,  dimpled  berry. 

Seeds:  two,  of  an  oblong  cylin$iical  form,  and  blunt  at 
the  extremities. 

It  grows  wild  in  hedges,  and  on  chalky  hills  in  many 
places  : the  flowers  appear  in  May  or  June,  and  the  fruit  is 
ripe  in  November. 

The  fruit  of  this  fhrub  is  of  a mild  reftringent,  acid  nature, 
and  of  great  efficacy  in  hot  bilious  diforders,  or  where  the 
humours  appear  difpofed  to  putridity.  Lewis. 

In  ardent,  and  pefiilential  fevers,  and  fluxes,  the  Egyptians 
make  ufe  of  a diluted  juice  of  the  berries,  with  the  moft 
happy  fuccefs.  It  is  prepared  by  infufing  them  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty-four  hours  in  ten  or  twelve  times  their  weight  of 
water,  and  then  draining  off  the  liquor  and  fweetening  it  with 
fugar,  or  fyrup  of  citrons.  Alpinus. 

A decodtion  in  ale,  or  an  infufion  in  white  wine,  of  the 
inner  yellow  bark  of  the  roots,  and  branches,  is  gently  pur- 
gative, and  of  great  ufe  in  the  jaundice.  Ray. 

The  bark  is  aultere,  and  bitterilh  tothetafte;  the  leaves 
mildly  acid;  which  laft  quality  the  berries  poflefs  in  fo  re- 
markable a degree,  that  the  birds  refufe  to  feed  upon  them. 
Boiled  up  with  fine  fugar  they  make  a very  agreeable  jelly, 
which  is  of  great  ufe,  in  hot  bilious  feveis,  and  putrid  dif- 
orders. A decodtion  of  the  bark  is  a good  lotion  for  the  itch, 
and  other  cutaneous  eruptions. 
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OB  A R L E * Y. 

Hordcum  Vulgar e,  3.  2. 

Root  : annual,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  hollow,  jointed,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : long  and  narrow,  refembling  thofe  of  the  other 
kinds  of  grafs. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  a long  fpike,  or  ear; 
they  are  fmall,  and  of  a greenifh  white  colour. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  fix  hulky  ftrap-fhaped  leaves, 
they  are  placed  in  pairs  at  a diftance  from  each  other,  ani 
contain  three  florets. 

Blossom  : formed  of  two  fmall  leaves  or  petals,  the  lower- 
moft  of  which  is  longer  than  the  leaves  of  the  flower-cup,  and 
terminates  in  a long,  fharp-pointed  awn.  The  inner  one  is 
fmaller,  flat,  and  pointed,  but  is  deftitute  of  the  awn. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  hair-like,  fhorter  than  the  blof- 
fom,  and  furnifhed  with  tips  of  an  oblong  figure. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  nearly  egg-fhaped,  and  fupports 
two  flender  refleded  fhafts,  which  together  with  their  fummits 
are  covered  with  a woolly  fubftance. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seed:  Angle,  inclofed  in  the  bloflom  ; it  is  of  an  oblong 
form,  with  a belly  in  the  middle,  from  whence  it  tapers  to 
each  end,  and  is  marked  with  a furrow  on  one  fide. 

There  are  two  preparations  of  barley  to  be  met  with  in  the 
fhops,  the  one  called  French  or  Scotch,  the  other  Pearl  Barley, 
Two  ounces  of  either  of  thefe,  after  being  wafhed  from  the 
mealy  matter  which  adheres  to  them,  in  cold  water';  then 
boiled  a few  minutes  in  about  half  a pint  of  water,  which  is 
to  be  thrown  away  ; and  laftly,  put  into  two  quarts  of  boiling 
•water,  and  the  codion  continued  till  one  half  is  waited ; 
makes  a molt  elegant,  and  grateful  beverage,  which  is  ex- 
tremely ufeful  in  the  gravel,  (tone,  Itrangury,  and  heat  of 
urine  ; likewife  in  fevers  of  the  ardent  kind,  and  other  acute 
diforders  where  cooling,  and  diluting  are  neceflary  A ftrong 
infufion  of  malt  in  boiling  water  is  a pleafant,  and  frequently 
efficacious  remedy  for  worms  in  children. 


BARRENWORT. 
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BARRENWORT. 

Epimedium  Alpi/ia,  4.  1. 

Root  : perennial ; it  creeps  beneath  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  and  propagates  itfelf  abundantly. 

Leaves  : of  the  doubly  compound  kind.  The  main  leaf- 
ftalk  is  round,  (lender,  four  or  five  inches  long,  and  divided 
at  the  extremity  into  three  parts,  each  of  which  is  iubdivided 
into  three  fmaller  parts,  which  fupport  as  many  large  leaves, 
of  an  heart-fiiaped  figure,  a pale  green  colour,  and  (liarply 
notched  on  the  edges. 

Stem  : round,  fmooth,  upright,  and  about  a foot  high, 
with  a fingle  leaf  near  its  middle,  of  the  fame  (trudture  as  thofe 
which  proceed  from  the  root  of  the  plant. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  a kind  of  loofe  fpilce? 
they  are  moderately  large,  and  of  a purplifh  colour,  with 
yellow  edges. 

Flower- cup  : compofed  of  four  fmall,  egg-fhaped,  con- 
cave, expanding  leaves,  placed  diredly  under  the  petals  which 
compofe  the  blofiom ; and  not  in  an  alternate  order  with 
them,  as  is  the  cafe  in  the  generality  of  flowers.  They  fall 
off  on  the  expanfion  of  the  blofiom. 

Blossom  : confiding  of  four  egg-ibaped,  obtufe,  concave, 
expanding  petals,  on  each  of  which  is  placed  a honey-cup 
as  large  as  the  petal  itfelf.  They  are  fafliioned  fomewhat  like 
a cup,  and  attached  by  the  margin  of  their  mouths,  to  the 
receptacle  of  the  flower. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl-(haped,  and  crowned  with 
oblong  tips,  which  (land  ereft,  and  gape  longitudinally. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  form,  the  (haft  is 
fhorter  than  the  feed-bud,  and  terminated  by  a (imple  fum- 
mit. 

Seed-vessel  : an  oblong  pointed  pod,  with  a fingle  cell. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  of  an  oblong  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Alps,  and  other  mountainous  parts  of 
Fu'  ope,  and  has  been  fuppofed  to  grow  wild  in  fome  parts  of 
England,  but  without  any  real  foundation.  It  i3  howevec 
common  enough  in  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  April  and 
May. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  give  a 
#i£Co<5lion  of  the  herb  in  milk,  to  the  females  of  dorneftic 
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animals  when  going  after  the  male:  and  they  fay  that  it 
effectually  quenches  thofe  defirea  which  nature  excites  at  that 
feafon.  A ftrong  decoCtion  of  the  roots  given  to  women  of 
robuft  habits  who  were  fubjeCt  to  hyfteric  fits,  has  often  been 
known  to  fucceed,  and  in  cafes  which  have  baffled  all  the 
efforts  of  regular  practice.  Hill. 

BASIL.  Sweet. 

Ocymum  Baftlicum,  14.  j. 

Root  : annual. 

Stems:  fquare,  firm,  ereCt,  branched,  and  about  eighteen 
inches  high. 

Leaves  : difpofed  in  crofs  pairs  on  fhort  leaf-ftalks.  They 
are  moderately  large,  of  an  oval  figure,  flightly  notched  on 
the  edges,  and  of  a.  very  pleafant  and  fragrant  fmell. 

Flowers  : difpofed  in  fpikes  which  terminate  the  branches  ; 
they  are  fmall,  and  of  a greenifli  white  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  two 
fhort  lips ; the  uppermoft  of  which  is  fiat,  of  a roundifh  figure, 
and  entire  ; the  lower  one  cleft  into  four  fharp-pointed  fcg- 
ments. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a very 
fhort  tube.  The  lip  which  looks  upwards  is  broadifh,  and 
divided  into  four  obtufe,  equal  fegments.  That  which  looks 
downwards  is  narrower,  longer,  undivided,  and  notched  on 
the  edges. 

Chives:  four;  two  of  which  are  longer  than  the  others, 
and  two  of  them  are  furnifhed  with  a reflected  procefs  which 
proceeds  from  their  lower  parts.  The  tips  are  fhaped  like  a 
half  moon. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  cleft  into  four  parts,  the  fliaft 
Bender,  and  terminated  by  a divided  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : four;  they  are  egg-fliaped,  and  inclofed  by  the 
flower-cup,  which  accompanies  them  to  maturity,  and  anfwcrs 
the  purpofe  of  a feed-veffel. 

It  is  a native  of  the  oriental  parts,  but  is  common  enough 
in  our  gardens.  An  infufion  of  the  green  herb  in  boiling 
water,  is  good  in  all  kinds  of  obflrudions,  particularly  of  the 
menfes,  which  it  gently,  though  effectually  removes,  and  of 
confequence  all  the  numerous  train  of  diforders  which  origi- 
nate 
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nate  from  a fuppreflion  of  that  evacuation.  The  dried  leaves 
are  much  ufed  as  an  ingredient  in  cephalic,  and  herb-fnuffs, 
and  other  fternutatory  powders. 


B A Y - T R E E. 

Laurus.  Nobilis . 9.  X. 

Roots  : woody,  ftrong,  and  forked. 

Stem:  fhrubby,  and  full  of  branches;  the  bark  on  the 
old  wood  is  of  a brownilh  colour,  but  that  on  the  young  (boots 
is  green. 

Leaves  : placed  alternately,  they  Hand  on  Ihort  leaf- 
ftalks,  and  are  large,  pointed  at  both  ends,  a little  waved  on 
the  edges,  of  a dark,  (hining,  green  colour,  and  a pleafing 
fragrant  fmell. 

Flowers  : barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant  ; they 
proceed  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves  in  little  clutters,  and 
are  fraall,  and  of  a yellowifh  white  colour. 

This  plant  having  its  chives  and  pointals  difpofed  in  feparate 
flowers  on  the  fame  individual,  fhould,  in  ftridt  conformity  to 
the  principals  of  the  Linnsean  fyftem,  have  been  placed  in 
the  twenty-firft  clafe : but  as  it  mud  in  that  cafe  have  been 
feparated  from  all  others  of  the  genus  to  which  it  belongs ; 
the  author  chofe  rather  to  acknowledge  his  fyftem  imperfedt, 
than  do  violence  to  nature,  by  disjoining  what  (he  had  fo 
intimately  connected. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom  : of  the  barren  flower,  divided  into,  four  parts, 
which  are  oval,  pointed,  concave,  and  Hand  eredt. 

Chives  : from  eight  to  fourteen  in  the  different  flowers. 
They  are  fhorter  than  the  blofTom,  and  a little  flattened. 
"I^he  tips  adhere  to  the  edge  of  the  upper  part  of  the  chives 
on  each  fide. 

Blossom:  of  the  fertile  flower,  refembling  the  barren  one, 
only  the  chives  are  wanting. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oval  form.  The  fliaft 
Angle,  of  the  fame  length  with  the  chives,  and  crowned  with 
an  obtufe,  oblique  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a large,  oval,  pointed  berry. 

Seed:  an  egg-lhaped,  pointed  nut,  containing  a twin  ker- 
nel of  the  fame  form. 


It 
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It  is  common  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  Ehrope,  and  likewife 
in  our  gardens;  but  the  cold  of  our  fevcre  winters  frequently 
proves  fatal  to  it. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  in  boiling  water  ftrengthens  the 
ftomach,  difperfes  wind,  cures  the  cholic,  and  is  good  in  all 
nervous  diforders.  The  berries  are  of  a more  heating  nature 
than  the  leaves,  and  are  excellent  to  attenuate  cold  thick 
vifcid  humours,  create  an  appetite,  remoVe  obftrudtions,  pro- 
mote the  menfes,  and  the  necefl'ary  evacuations  after  delivery. 
Four  or  five  moderate  dofes  will  frequently  cure  the  ague, 
and  people  who  are  trouble  with  paralytic  diforders,  would 
often  find  relief  from  fmall  dofes  of  them  continued  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time.  There  is  an  oil,  or  ointment, 
made  from  them,  and  kept  in  the  fhops,  which  is  good  for 
pains  in  the  joints,  the  cramp,  numbnefs  of  the  limbs,  &c. 
It  alfo  alleviates  pains  in  the  ears,  by  being  dropped  into 
them  ; and  fpeedily  takes  away  the  black  and  blue  marks 
occafioned  by  blows,  and  falls. 

B A U L M. 

Melijfa.  Officinalis,  14.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  and*  compofed  of  numerous,  fmall, 
white  fibres. 

Stems  : obtufely  four  cornered,  fmooth,  upright,  branched, 
and  about  two  feet  high. 

Leaves;  produced  in  pairs;  they  ftand  on  longith  leaf- 
ftalks,  and  are  large,  of  an  oblong  figure,  notched  on  the 
edges,  rugged  on  the  furface,  of  a pleafant  green  colour,  and 
a fragrant  fmell. 

Flowers:  fituated  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves,  feveral  on 
each  fruit-ftalk  ; they  are  irnall,  and  of  a pale  red  colour. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  angular, 
fcored,  and  divided  at  the  mouth  into  two  lips ; the  upper- 
moft  of  which  is  flat,  and  marked  with  three  notches,  the 
lower  one  thorter,  and  divided  into  two  parts. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal  of  the  labiated  kind,  with  a cylin- 
dric  tube,  and  a gapimg  throat.  The  upper  lip  is  fliorteft, 
roundilh,  arched,  cleft  into  two  parts,  and  {lands  eredt,  the 
under  one  divided  into  three  parts,  the  middlemoft  of  which 
is  largefl,  and  heart-lhapcd. 


Chives  ; 


FAMILY  HERBAL.  33 

Chives:  four;  two  of  them  are  as  long  as  the  blofTom, 
the  other  two  but  half  as  long.  The  tips  are  fmall,  and  of 
an  oblong  figure. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the 
{haft  is  very  (lender,  as  long  as  the  bloffom,  and  terminates  in 
a fiender  fummit,  which  is  divided  into  tworefiefted  parts. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : four;  they  are  egg-fhaped,  and  lie  naked  in  the 
bofom  of  the  flower-cup. 

We  have  it  plentifully  in  our  gardens,  where  it  blofloms  in 
June. 

The  whole  plant  has  a pleafing  aromatic  fmell,  refembling  that 
of  lemons;  and  is  Cordial  and  (Lengthening.  It  comforts  the 
head  and  ftomach,  removes  palpitations  of  the  heart,  helps  the 
vertigo,  or  giddinefs  and  fwimmings  in  the  head,  and  is  greatly 
extolled  by  many,  as  a fpecific  in  nervous  and  hypochondrieal 
diforders. 

BEAN. 

Vida  Faba,  17.  4. 

Root  : annual. 

Stem  : fquare,  hollow*  robuft,  upright,  and  five  or  fix 

feet  high.  . 

Leaves:  winged;  they  ftand  in  an  alternate  order  on  the 
ftem,  andconfift  of  three  or  four  pair  of  little  leaves,  which  are 
oval,  pointed,  and  without  an  odd  one  at  the  end  of  the  middle 
rib.  The  main  leaf-ftalk  is  hollowed  on  the  upper  fide,  and  fur- 
nifhed  at  the  bafe  with  an  appendage  or  prop  on  each  fide,  re- 
fembling the  half  of  an  arrow-head. 

Flowers:  produced  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves  in  bunches 
or  clufters ; they  are  large,  and  molt  commonly  of  a white  co- 
lour, fpottcd  with  black,  having  a very  fragrant  fmell. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a lingle  tubular  leaf,  which  is 
divided  at  the  mouth  into  five  unequal  teeth,  the  two  luperior 
ones  being  broader  and  fliorter  than  the  others. 

Blossom:  butterfly-fliaped ; the  uppermoft  fegment  or 

ftandard,  is  large,  of  an  oval  fhape,  with  a broad,  oblong  claw. 
The  wings  or  lateral  fegments  are  fliorter  than  the  ftandard,  and 
the  keel,  or  lower  fegment,  ftill  fliorter  than  thofe,  with  a di- 
vided claw,  and  a hollow,  femicircular,  comprefled  belly. 

II.  Chives: 
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Chives  : ten  ; nine  of  which  are  united  at  the  bafe,  the  tenth 
Tingle,  and  placed  over  the  opening  in  the  body  at  the  united 
chives.  The  tips  are  roundifli  and  marked  with  four  furrows. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  long  and  flat,  with  a very  {lender 
fhaft,  the  fummit  of  which  is  furniftsed  with  a downy  beard. 

Seed-vessel  : a long  pod,  which  is  of  a leathery  confidence, 
and  terminated  by  a fharp  point. 

Seeds  : large,  oval,  fiat,  and  notched  on  one  fide. 

The  plant  is  well  known,  being  every  where  cultivated  for 
the  fake  of  its  large  efculent  feeds.  It  is  in  flower  throughout 
the  fummer. 

The  diftilled  water  of  bean  flowers  is  in  great  requeft  as  a cof- 
metic,  and  is  faid  to  foften  and  beautify  the  ikin,  and  free  it 
from  fun-burning,  fpots,  pimples,  freckles,  & c.  Many  people 
diftil  a water  from  the  pods,  which  is  of  a carminative  nature, 
and  being  deftitute  of  heat  and  acrimony,  is  an  .excellent  medi- 
cine for  young  children  who  are  troubled  with  griping  pains  in 
the  ftomach  and  bowels.  The  leaves  beaten  into  a poultice  with 
cream,  cool  and  repel  inflammatory  tumours,  and  heal  burns, 
and  fcalds.  A poultice  made  with  bean-meal,  is  good  to  remove 
inflammations  arifing  from  wounds  and  bruifes,  and  helps  the 
fwelling  of  women’s  breafts.  Country  people  fometimes  make 
ufe  of  the  juice  of  the  leaves  to  take  away  warts. 

BEAR-BERRY. 

BEAR’s  WHORTLE-BERRIES,  BEAR’s  BIL- 
B E R R I E S. 

Arbutus.  Uva-Urji,  10.  i. 

Roots:  woody,  fpreading,  and  furnifhed  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Stems:  trailing  on  the  ground,  and  about  three  feet  in 
length. 

Leaves:  growing  alternately  on  the  branches;  they  are 
bluntly  oval,  entire  on  the  edges,  with  a curious  kind  of  net- 
work formed  by  the  veins  on  the  under-fide,  of  a firm  fubftance, 
and  evergreen. 

Flowers:  produced  at  the  extremities  of  the  branches  in 
fmall  clutters ; they  Band  on  flioi  t red  fruit-flalks,  and  are  of 
a light  flelb  colour. 


Flower-cup  : 
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Flower-cup:  a Tingle  leaf,  with  five  very  fmall,  blunt 
teeth. 

Blossom  : a Tingle  petal  of  an  oval  form,  with  a contracted 
mouth,  divided  into  five  blunt  fegments,  which  are  very  fmall 
and  reflected. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  very  (lender  at  the  bafe,  and  about 
half  the  length  of  the  blofibm.  The  tips  are  (lightly  divided  at 
the  extremity. 

Pointal:  the  feed  bud  is  nearly  of  a globular  form,  with  a 
cylindrical  fiiaft,  which  is  as  long  as  tlie  blofibm,  and  terminated 
by  a thick  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed-vessel;  a round,  fmooth  $crry,  which  is  of  a gloffy 
red  colour  when  ripe,  and  full  of  a’  mealy  pulp  of  an  auftere 
tafie. 

Seeds:  five;  they  are  angular,  very  hard,  and  contained  in 
feparate  cells. 

It  is  found  wild  in  feveral  parts  of  both  England  and  Scotland, 
and  produces  its  flowers  in  May  and  June. 

The  leaves  have  a bitterifh  aftringent  tafie,  and  given  in  pow- 
der, to  the  quantity  of  half  a drachm  two  or  three  times  in  a 
day,  have  been  found  of  infinite  fervice  in  the  ftone,  gravel,  and 
ulcers  in  the  urinary  paffage.  De  Haen. 

Since  the  above-mentioned  author  firft  recommended  it  to  the 
notice  of  the  public,  many  trials  have  been  made  of  its  efficacy 
in  calculous  complaints,  and  molt  of  them  with  but  indifferent 
fuccefs ; fo  that  it  is  now  grown  almoft  out  of  repute.  But 
though  it  frequently  fails  of  performing  a cure  in  thofe  dreadful 
maladies,  it  many  times  alleviates  the  fymptnms,  and  procures 
intervals  pf  eafe  when  other  means  prove  ineffectual,  which  is  a 
matter  of  no  fmall  moment,  and  certainly  entitles  it  to  fome 
fnare  of  notice. 

B E A R S - B R E E C H. 

B R A N K-U  R S I N E. 

Acanthus  Mollis,  14.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  crooked,  and  fibrous  5 of  a blackifh  co* 
lour  on  the  outfide,  but  white  within,  and  full  of  a thick  ropy 
juice. 

Leaves  : numerous  and  very  beautiful ; they  are  about  a foot 
in  length,  and  four  or  five  inches  broad,  deeply  galhed  and 
cjividgd  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour, 
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Stem  : robuft,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  (lem  in  a vaft  long  fpike  ; they 
are  large,  and  white,  with  a long,  undivided  floral  leaf  placed 
beneath  each  of  them. 

Flower-cup;  compofed  of  feveral  fmall  leaves,  which  are 
unequal  in  fize. 

Blossom:  refembling  thofe  of  the  gaping  or  grinning  kind} 
the  tube  is  very  fhort,  and  clofed  with  a beard  ; the  upper  lip  is 
wanting,  the  under  one  very  large,  and  divided  into  three  ob- 
tufe  lobes  or  fegments. 

Chives  : four  (two  of  which  are  longer)  they  are  awl- 
fhaped,  and  the  tips  are  of  an  oblong,  compreffed  form,  with  a 
woolly  fubftance  on  the  forepart. 

PointAl:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  form,  the  fhaft  very 
Render,  and  furniflied  with  two  (harp-pointed  fnmmits. 

Seld-vessel:  an  egg-lhaped  capfule,  divided  into  two 
cells. 

Seeds  : flefliy,  with  a hunch  orgibbofity  about  the  middle. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warm  fouthern  part3  of  Europe,  but 
flourifhes  very  well  in  our  gardens,  and  flowers  in  July  and 
Auguft. 

The  roots  and  leaves  abound  with  a foft  flipperv  mucilage, 
which  is  readily  extracted  either  by  boiling,  or  imufing  them 
in  water,  and  is  of  Angular  efficacy  in  tickling  coughs,  catarrhs, 
defluxions  on  the  lungs,  hoarfenefs,  erofions  of  the  bowels,  and 
the  (trangury,  and  for  lubricating  the  urinary  paflages  in 
nephritic  and  calculous  diforders. 

BEARS-FOOT. 

SETTER-WORT. 

Helleborui  Fat  id  us,  13.  7. 

Roots:  perennial,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  firm,  upright,  branched,  leafy,  and  two  or 

three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  placed  on  long  channelled  leaf-ftalks,  which  are 
divided  at  the  end  into  two  parts,  each  of  which  fupports  four 
or  five  long,  narrow,  ferrated,  and  pointed  fegments,  and  a 
(ingle  one  of  the  fame  kind  rifes  from  the  bofom  of  the  divihons 
of  the  leaf-ftalk. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  (lem  and  branches  in  vaft 

bunches:  they  are  large,  and  of  a green  colour,  tinged  with 

purple. 


FAMILY  HERBAL.  37 

purple.  There  is  a floralleaf,  of  an  oval  figure,  at  the  bafe  of 
each  fruit-ftalk,  and  a leaf-fcale  at  each  divifion  of  the  branches, 
which  is  of  an  oval  fhape,  with  three  deep  gafhes  at  the  end,  and 
furrounds  the  Item  at  the  bafe. 

Flower-cup  : wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  large  and  nearly  circular  petals, 
and  within  thefe  are  numerous  honey-cups,  which  are  formed 
of  a tubular  leaf,  narrowed  at  the  bafe,  and  divided  at  the 
mouth  into  two  lips,  the  innermoft  of  which  is  fhorteft,  and 
Both  of  them  are  notched  at  the  end. 

Chives:  numerous,  and  awl-fhaped;  they  are  furnifhed  with 
tips,  which  are  narrowed  at  the  bafe,  and  ftand  in  an  ered 
pofition. 

Pointal  : the  feed- buds  are  fix  or  feven  in  number,  and  flat; 
the  (hafts  awl-fhaped,  and  the  fummits  thick. 

Seed-vessel  : an  oval,  pointed,  comprdTed  capfule. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  grows  wild  in  many  parts  of  England  and  Wales,  and 
chiefly  affe&s  a fhady  fituation.  It  is  likewife  an  inhabitant  of 
moft  gardens.  The  blofloms  appear  in  March  and  April. 

The  leaves  dried  and  reduced  to  powder  are  often  given  to 
deftroy  worms  in  children,  but  it  is  necefiary  to  ufe  caution 
in  the  adminiftration  of  them,  as  they  are  very  rough  in  the 
operation,  and  have  more  than  once  been  productive  of  fatal 
confequences. 

A decodion  of  the  roots  is  a violent  purge,  and  fhould  be 
very  fparingly  ufed.  Country  people  cut  them  into  pieces, 
which  they  infert  into  holes  made  in  the  ears  and  dew  laps  of 
cattle,  and  they  produce  a difcharge,  which  is  often  very  fer- 
viceable  in  many  diforders.  The  powder  of  the  roots  or  leaves 
(trewed  on  iflues,  greatly  increafes  the  difcharge,  and  confe- 
quentiy  renders  them  more  efficacious. 

BED-ST  RA  W.  Ladies, 

YELLOW  LA  DI  E S BED-STRAW,  CHEESE 
RENNING,  PETTY  MUGUET. 

Galium,  verum,  4,  1 . 

Boots:  perennial,  long,  hard,  divided  into  feveral  lateral 
part3,  and  hung  with  a few  fmall  draggling  fibres. 

Stems  : numerous,  hard,  jointed,  upright,  but  thinly 

branched,  and  about  two  feet  high  ; they  are  of  a yellowifh 

green 
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green  colour,  nightly  fcored  on  the  furface,  and  a little 
woolly. 

Leaves  : furrounding  the  item  in  whorls,  each  of  which  con- 
lifts  of  from  five  to  nine  leaves.  They  are  of  a narrow  oblong 
figure,  fmooth  on  the  furface,  rolled  back  at  the  edges,  and  of  a 
dark  green  colour. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  ftem  and  branches  in  large 
clufters;  they  are  fmall,  but  their  number  and  colour,  which  is 
a fine  gold  yellow,  render  them  fufficiently  confpicuous. 

Flower-cup:  very  minute,  and  marked  with  four  flight 
notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom:  a fingle  petal,  without  any  tubular  part ; it  is  flat, 
and  divided  into  four  Tharp  fegments. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awMhaped,  and  fhorter  than  the 
fegments  of  the  blofiom,  wfith  Ample  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  double,  the  fliaft  thread-fhaped, 
as  long  as  the  chives,  cloven  more  than  half  way  down,  and  ter- 
minated by  roundifh  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  two  dry,  roundifh  berries,  which  are  joined 
tegether. 

Seed:  folitary,  large,  and  fhaped  like  a kidney. 

It  grows  plentifully  in  hedges  and  by  road  fides,  for  the  moft 
part  in  dry  fituations.  The  flowers  appear  in  July  and  Auguft. 

An  infufion  of  the  plant  in  boiling  water  is  efteemed  ufeful  in 
the  gout,  rheumatifm,  and  fciatica.  The  leaves  and  branches 
dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  are  fometimes  taken  internally 
with  fuccefs  for  fpitting  of  blood  and  other  hsemorrhages,  and 
has  the  credit  of  curing  cancerous  ulcers.  The  flowers  con- 
tain a latent  acid,  and  will  turn  boiling  milk,  infomuch  that 
many  farmers  make  ufe  of  them  to  prepare  their  cheefe  with, 
inftead  of  the  materials  commonly  uled  for  that  purpofe.  They 
are  ferviceable  in  hyfteric  fits,  and  the  falling  fickncfs,  and 
digefted  for  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  in  oil  of  olives,  they  render 
it  more  efficacious  to  anoint  burns  and  fealds  with.  Made  into 
a fyrnp  they  are  faid  to  promote  the  menfes ; and  a bath  or 
fomentation  of  them  cures  the  fcabs  in  children’s  heads. 


BEET. 
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BEET. 

Beta  Alba , 5.  2. 

Root  : biennial,  long,  thick,  and  hung  with  many  fibres, 
which,  together  with  the  main  root,  are  of  a white  colour 
throughout. 

Stem:  robuft,  upright,  branched,  and  three  or  four  feet 
high. 

Leaves:  numerous,  very  large,  waved  on  the  edges,  and 
of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers  : growing  in  fpikes  which  terminate  the  branches; 
they  are  fmall  and  wbitifh. 

Flower-cup  : composed  of  five  egg-fhaped,  concave  leaves, 
which  are  very  blunt  at  the  extremity,  and  remain  on  the  plant 
till  the  feeds  arrive  at  maturity. 

Blossom  ; wanting. 

Chives  : five  ; they  are  awl-lhaped,  as  long  as  the  leaves  of 
the  cup,  to  which  they  ftand  oppofite,  and  are  terminated  with 
roundifh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fingle,  and  fupports  two  very 
fhort  upright  lliafts,  with  pointed  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  acapfule,  fituated  in  the  bottom  of  the  flower- 
cup  ; it  contains  a fingle 

Seed:  which  is  kidney-fhaped,  but  flattifh,  and  lies  in  the 
fubflance  of  the  bafe  of  the  cup. 

It  is  a common  garden  plant,  and  one  ofthofethat  affords 
both  food  and  medicine.  The  juice  of  the  frelh  root  is  an 
excellent  remedy  for  the  head-ach,  and  that  fpecies  of  the  tooth- 
ach  in  which  the  whole  jaw  and  fide  of  the  face  is  affetfed.  The 
method  of  ufing  it  is  to  fnuff  it  up  the  nofe  in  order  to  provokd 
fneezing,  and  a difeiiarge  of  humours  from  the  head  and  parts 
adjacent. 

benjamin  tree. 

Laurtts  Eenzoin,  9.  j. 

Stem:  tree-like,  moderately  large  and  very  branchy;  the 
bark  is  fmooth  and  brown. 

I^aves:  large,  oblong,  or  oval,  and  pointed  at  both  ends; 

5 they 
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they  are  deftitute  of  ribs  on  the  furface,  entire  on  the  edges,  of 
a pale  green  colour,  and  a very  fragrant  fmell. 

Flowers:  fmall  and  whitifh. 

Flower  cup:  wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  fix  egg-fhaped,  concave,  pointed 
petals,  which  dand  eredt,  and  are  difpofed  in  two  feries. 
Within  the  bloflbm  is  a honey  cup,  confifting  of  three  fmall 
pointed,  and  coloured  tubercles,  or  knobs,  which  furround 
the  feed  bud,  and  end  in  two  fiiort  bridles. 

Chives:  nine;  difpofed  in  three  orders:  they  are  (horter 
than  the  bloffom,  /lattilh,  and  blunt  at  the  end.  The  tip* 
adjoin  on  both  Tides  to  the  edges  of  the  chives. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  An  oblong  figure,  with  a fimple 
lhaft,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  a blunt  fummit,  placed  in  an 
oblique  pofition. 

Seed-vessel  : of  the  pulpy  kind  ; it  is  of  an  oval  figure,  but 
lhavpiy  pointed. 

Seed:  a nut  or  (tone,  of  an  oblong  form,  inclofing  a kernel 
of  the  fame  fliape. 

This  tree  is  a native  both  of  the  Ead  Indies  and  North 
America,  particularly  Virginia  and  Carolina.  But  the  gum 
known  by  the  name  of  Benjamin,  is  only  procured  in  the  firft 
of  thofe  parts,  and  that  by  incifions  being  made  in  the  trunk 
and  large  branches. 

The  principal  ufe  of  Gum  Benjamin  is  in  perfumes,  and  to 
beautify  the  (kin,  and  render  it  agreeably  fmooth.  It  is  how- 
ever an  excellent  medicine  in  the  afthma,  and  other  diforders 
of  the  bread  and  lungs,  which  it  relieves  by  removing  obftruc- 
tions  in  thofe  parts,  and  promoting  expetf  oration : for  thefe 
purpofes  the  preparation  known  in  the  (hops  by  the  name  of 
Flotvers  of  Benjamin,  is  mod  effe&ual,  and  may  be  taken  with 
fafety  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  grains,  or  a fcruple,  for  a dofe. 
The  fame  preparation  fnuffed  up  the  nofe,  provokes  fneezing, 
and  a large  difeharge  of  mucus  from  the  head. 

The  manner  of  preparing  it  for  a cofmetic,  is  to  make  a 
tin&ure  of  the  gum  with  rectified  fpirits  of  wine  in  the  pro- 
portion of  four  ounces  of  the  former  to  a pint  of  the  latter. 
The  ingredients  mud  be  fet  in  a warm  fituation  for  the  fpace 
of  three  or  four  days,  and  then  drained  or  filtred  through 
paper.  One  ounce  of  this  tindure  put  into  twenty  times  the 
quantity  of  water,  gives  it  a milky  colour  and  confidence  ; 
from  which  ciicumfiance  the  mixture  has  acquired  the  appel- 
lation of  Virgin's  Milk.  A little  of  which  being  rubbed  on 
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the  face  and  arms  every  day*  with  a foft  linen  rag,  makes 
them  agreeably  fmootli,  and  removes  blotches,  fpots,  and 
other  eruptions*  which  difcolour  the  fkin,  and  render  it 
unfightly. 

B E T O N Y. 

WOOD  BETONY. 

Betonica  Officinalis,  14.  1' 

Hoot  : perennial  and  fibrous. 

Stems  : fquare,  hairy,  fimple,  about  a foot  high,  and  of  a 
1 dark  colour. 

Leaves  ; which  proceed  immediately  from  the  root,  aye 
numerous,  (land  on  long  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  of  an  oblong 
figure,  but  heart-fhaped  at  the  bafe,  notched  and  hairy  on  the 
edge,  and  of  a dark  green  colour.  The  Item-leaves  grow  in 
pairs  at  a great  diflance  from  each  other,  and  thofe  toward  the 
top  have  very  fhort,  if  any  leaf-ftalks. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  ftem  in  a kind  of  interrupted 
fpike  ; they  are  final!,  and  purple. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  a fingle  tubular  leaf,  which  is 
cut  into  five  teeth,  and  thefe  are  each  of  them  terminated  by 
a fhort  awn. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a longifh 
crooked  tfibe.  The  upper  lip  is  tound,  entire,  flat,  and  hands 
eredt.  The  lower  lip  is  divided  into  three  parts,  of  which  the 
middlemoft  is  largeft,  and  notched  at  the  end. 

Chives:  four;  two  long  and  two  fhort.  The  tips  are 

roundifh.  * 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts ; the  fliaft 
is  fingle,  the  fummit  cloven. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  four;  they  are  of  an  oval  fh  ape,  and  lie  naked  in 
the  bottom  of  the  cup. 

It  is  frequent  in  woods,  hedges,  and  fhady  places,  flowering 
in  July  and  Auguft:. 

Betony  wa9  formerly  in  great  repute  as  a medicine,  but  is 
how  difcarded  from  the  modern  pradtice.  It  however,  not- 
withftanding  this,  poflelfes  very  great  virtues.  Many  people  1 
have  been  cured  of  inveterate  head-achs,  which  refilled  eveiy 
other  remedy,  by  daily  breakfafting  on  a tea  made  of  the 
N°  II.  G leaves 
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leaves  and  tops  of  this  herb.  The  dried  leaves  excite  freezing, 
and  are  often  fmoaked  as  tobacco,  in  diforders  of  the  head 
and  ftomach.  The  young  leaves  beaten  into  a conferve  are 
beneficial  in  the  jaundice,  falling  ficknefs,  palfy,  gout,  and 
dropfy ; alfo  in  colds,  coughs,  wheezing,  fhortnefs  of  breath, 
and  ffiarp  defluxions  on  the  lungs.  A ftrong  decoftion  of  the 
plant  kills  worms,  removes  obftrudtions,  takes  away  flitches, 
and  other  pains  in  the  back  and  (ides,  and  eafes  the  cholic. 
Bruifed  and  applied  to  green  wounds  it  quickly  heals  them,  and 
draws  thorns,  fplinters,  and  other  bodies  out  of  the  fleflv. 
The  root  taken  inwardly  excites  vomiting. 

BINDWEED. 

BEAR-BIND. 

Convolvulus  Arvtnfts , 5.1. 

Roots  : perennial,  fibrous,  and  creeping  to  a great  diftance, 
fo  that  it  is  a moft  difficult  talk  to  eradicate  the  plant,  where  it 
has  once  got  a footing. 

Stems:  numerous,  round,  green,  weak,  trailing,  and  a 
foot  or  more  in  length. 

Leaves:  placed  irregularly;,  they  are  numerous,  broad, 
fhort,  entire  on  the  edges,  pointed  at  the  extremity,  and  run 
out  into  two  ffiarp  points  behind,  fo  as  to  refemble  the  head  of 
an  arrow.  Their  colour  is  a pale  green. 

Flowers:  fituated  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves;  they  are 
large,  fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks,  and  moftly  of  an  elegant 
pale  crimfon  colour,  fometimes  however  they  are  found  white. 

Flower-cup  : a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  fmall,  blunt, 
egg-lhaped  parts. 

Blossom  : formed  of  one  large  bell-fhaped  petal,  which  has 
the  appearance  of  being  plaited,  and  is  flightly  marked  at  the 
border  with  five,  or  ten  notches. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  half  as  long  as  the 
blofi'om.  The  tips  are  egg-fhaped,  and  a little  flat. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundiffi,  the  {haft  thread-ffiaped, 
as  long  as  the  chives,  and  crowned  with  two  broadiffi,  oblong 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundiffi  capfule,  inclofed  by  the  cup. 

Seeds  : two  in  each  feed-vefiel;  they  are  of  a roundifh 
figure. 


It 
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It  is  common  in  barren  fields,  and  by  road  fidcs.  The 
flowers  appear  firfi.  in  May  on  the  plant,  and  a conftant  fuc- 
ceffion  of  them  is  found  during  the  remaining  part  of  the 
fummer. 

The  root  of  this  plant  is  a rough  purgative,  and  to  fuch 
conllitutions  as  can  bear  the  operation  will  prove  ferviceable 
in  the  jaundice,  dropfies,  and  other  diforders  arifing  from 
obftruiflions  of  the  vifcera.  The  beft  method  of  adminiltering 
it  is  to  bruife  the  roots,  and  give  their  exprefled  juice  with 
ftrong  beer.  There  is  another  plant  of  the  lame  kind,  which 
may  be  ufed  for  the  fame  purpofes : it  climbs  about  on  hedges, 
trees,  and  whatever  it  can  lay  hold  on.  The  Items  of  this 
fpecies  frequently  run  to  tire  length  of  ten  or  fifteen  feet.  The 
leaves  are  of  the  fame  fhape  with  the  preceding,  but  much 
larger,  and  the  flowers  are  as  broad  as  a crown  piece,  and 
uniformly  white.  It  is  fomething  remarkable  that  hogs  devour 
the  roots  of  thefe  plants  in  large  quantities,  without  any  mahifeft 
effect.  ' 7 

B I R ; C H. 

B I R K, 

Bit  ul a Ali/a,  21.  4. 

Roots  : woody. 

Stem:  tree-like;  it  rifes  to  a confiderable  height,  and  is 
regular  in  its  growth.  The  branches  are  pretty  numerous,  and 
the  bark  is  lmooth,  and  of  a pale  or  whitifh  colour  on  the 
body,  but  purplifh  on  the  young  twigs. 

Leaves  : oval  pointed,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark 
fhining  green  colour. 

Blowers  : barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  a fcaly  catkin.  The 
fcales  lie  over  each  other  on  all  fldes,  like  the  tiles  on  a houfe, 
and  contain  three  flowers  in  each. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  three  florets,  which  are  egg-fhnped, 
concave,  and  cut  into  four  very  fmall  blunt  fegments. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  very  minute,  and  furniflied  with 
double  tips. 

Flower-cup;  of  the  fertile  flower,  a fcaly  catkin  as 
above.  The  fcales  are  placed  oppolite  by  threes,  and  contain 
two  flowers  in  each,  which  are  heart- Ihaped,  concave,  and 
notched  at  the  end. 

G 2 
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Pointal  : the  feed -bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  very  fmaff. 
The  (hafts  two,  as  long  as  the  fcales  of  the  cup,  and  furnifhed 
with  fimple  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  egg-lbaped,  and  furrounded  with  a border. 


It  is  common  in  woods  and  moift  hedges,  and  produces  its 
catkins  in' April,  or  the  beginning  of  May. 

If  the  trunk  of  the  tree  is  wounded  in  the  fpring,  there  flows 
from  the  wound  a large  quantity  of  a clear  and  fweetilh  juice, 
to  the  amount  of  a gallon  or  two  in  a clay,  if  the  tree  be  of  a 
confiderable  lize.  This  juice  is  an  excellent  medicine  againft 
the  fcurvy,  and  other  fimilar  diforders.  It  removes  obftruc- 
tions,  promotes  urine,  and  if  taken  pretty  freely  loofens  the 
belly.  Fermented  with  yeaft  it  yields  a vinous  liquor,  which  is 
far  from  being  unpleafant,  and  is  laid  to  be  good  for  the  fto.ne 
and  travel.  The  leaves  and  bark  of  the  tree,  refolve,  cleanfe, 
and  refill  putrefaction.  A decodtion  of  them  may  be  advan- 
tageoufly  employed  to  bathe  cutaneous  eruptions  with,  and  is 
alio  ferviceable  in  the  dropfy. 

The  belt  method  of  procuring  the  fap  of  this  tree  for  the 
making  of  wine.  See . is  to  bore  a hole  flanting  upwards  near 
the  top  of  the  trunk,  with  a moderate- fized  augur,  to  a con- 
fiderable depth  in  the  wood  ; and  then  to  infert  the  mouth  of 
a bottle,  or  fome  other  convenient  veffel,  into  the  orifice,  by 
which  method  a large  quantity  of  juice  may  foon  be  collected  ; 
or  if  the  final]  boughs  of  the  tree  are  lopped  off,  and  their  ends 
inferted  into. the  necks  of  feveral  bottles,  the  liquor  will  d.iflil 
into  them  in  great  plenty,  to  the  amount  of  feveral  gallons  in 
a day.  The  belt  time  for  performing  this  operation  is  in 
February  and  March,  while  the  fap  is  in.  motion,  and  before 
the  leaves  make  their  appearance;  for  when  thefe  once  begin 
to  unfold,  the  juice  which  before  was  thin  and  limpid,  be- 
comes thick  and  coloured;  nor  will  it  flow  during  the  ni^ht, 
or  in  cold  weather  while  the  north  and  eaft  winds  blow,  but 
very  fall  when  the  wind  is  in  the  fouth  or  weft,  and  the  fun 
Ihines  warm.  The  liquor  which  diftils  from  the  branches  is 
better  than  that  which' flows  from  the  trunk,  it  being  better 
filtered  and  digefted  than  the  other.  In  order  to  obtain  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  this  liquor,  to  make  wine  with,  feveral 
trees  fhould  he  tapped  at  once,  fo  that  enough  may  be  gathered 
in  the  courfc  of  two  or  three  clays;  for  it  will  keep  but  a \ery 
fiiort  time  without  manifefting  a tendency  to  putrefatfion. 
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In  order  to  prevent  this,  fome  advife  the  fetting  that  which 
wa£  firft  drawn  in  bottles,  or  other  convenient  vefiels,  expofed 
to  the  fun  till  the  remaining  part  is  ready,  and  to  throw  a 
hard  cruft  of  toafted  rye  bread  into  it,  in  order  to  produce  a 
fermentation.  But  as  it  i6  abfolutely  neceflary  to  add  either 
fiigar  or  railing  to  this  liquor,  that  it  may  have  a proper  body 
to  undergo  a regular  fermentation,  without  which  it  is  ini- 
poflible  for  it  to  keep  any  length  of  time  ; fuch  a method  of 
proceeding  appears  likely  to  do  more  harm  than  good.  The 
belt  way  to  keep  the  juice  from  fpoiling  when  there  is  not  a 
fufficient  number  of  trees  to  yield  fap  enough  in  the  fpace  of 
two  or  three  days,  is  to  put  it  into  very  fweet  veflels,  and 
place  it  in  a cool  cellar,  where  it  will  keep  perfectly  good  for  a 
much  longer  time  than  in  any  other  fituation,  particularly  if  it 
is  covered  with  oil,  or  clofely  flopped  up. 

The  proportion  of  fugar  to  be  added  to  the  liquor,  muft 
depend  on  the  tafte,  and  intention  of  the  perfon  who  makes 
the  wine ; but  the  general  allowance  is  a pound  to  a gallon. 
The  fap  and  fugar  fhould  be  juft  allowed  to  boil,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  the  more  intimately  united  with  each  other:  but 
to  continue  the  codtion  much  longer,  as  many  advife,  fo  far 
from  anfwering  any  good  purpofes,  muft  render  the  liquor 
lefs  difpofed  to  ferment  kindly,  and  likewife  carry  off  the 
greateft  part  of  that  peculiar  fragrance  and  flavour  which  con- 
ilitutes  its  chief  excellence.  Some  people,  inftead  of  fugar, 
l'weeten  it  with  honey,  which  anfwers  equally  well,  if  a fuf- 
ficient quantity  is  allowed.  In  refpedt  to  the  addition  of  the 
different  fpices  which  are  recommended  by  various  perfons, 
they  muft  be  left  to  the  choice  of  the  maker.  In  order  to  bring 
this  liquor  to  a due  degree  of  fermentation,  it  is  almoft  always 
found  neceffary  to  put  in  a little  yeaft,  or  a thin  toaft  of  unlea- 
vened bread  ; in  every  other  refpedt  it  is  to  be  treated  the  fame 
as  other  made  wines  in  general. 

BIRTHWORT. 

Artjlolochia  Longa,  10.  5. 

Root:  perennial,  very  large,  and  of  an  irregular  figure,  with 
fcveral  thick  fibres  growing  from  it  in  various  parts  of  its  fur- 
face  : it  is  rough  on  the  outfide,  and  brown,  but  yellow  within, 
and  of  a mod  naufeousand  difagreeable  bitter  tafte. 

Stems:  numerous;  they  are  fquare,  two  or  three  feet  in 
length,  and  trail  along  the  ground. 


Leaves  : 
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Leaves':  difpofed  m an  alternate  order  on  the  ftems  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  each  other.  They  are  deltitute  of 
leaf-ftalks,  but  are  large,  heart-lhaped,  and  furround  the  ftem 
at  their  bafes,  from  whence  they  grow  gradually  narrower  till 
they  end  in  a blunt  point ; their  colour  is  a dark  green. 

Flowers  : placed  fingly  in  the  boform  of  the  leaves  ; they 
are  of  a greenifh  colour  on  the  outfide,  and  a very  dark  purple 
within. 

Flower-cup  : wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  a fingle  tubular  petal,  of  an  irre- 
gular fhape.  The  bafe  is  roundilh,  bellied,  and  wreathed  or 
twifted.  The  tube  long  and  obtufely  fix  cornered,  ending  in 
an  opening  border,  which  is  extended  below  into  a longiih 
tongue. 

Chives  : wanting.  Tips  fix,  connected  together,  and  placed 
round  the  fhaft,  immediately  under  the  fummit. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  fome- 
what  angular;  the  fliaft  very  fhort,  with  a roundifii  fummit, 
which  is  concave,  or  hollow  on  the  top,  and  divided  into  fix 
parts. 

Seed-vessel:  a large  capfule,  with  fix  angles,  or  corners, 
and  divided  internally  into  as  many  cells. 

Seeds  : numerous,  flattifh,  and  attached  by  their  fides  to 
the  feed-vefiel. 

It  is  a native  of  Spain,  Italy,  and  the  fouthern  parts  of  France, 
but  will  fometimes  refill  the  feverity  of  our  winters  in  the  open 
air,  and  flowers  with  us  in  the  latter  end  of  fummer. 

The  roots  are  kept  in  the  (hops,  and  many  authors  reprefent 
them  as  being  of  an  extremely  hot  and  pungent  nature ; but 
fuch  as  are  commonly  met  with  among  the  druggilts  exhibit 
no  very  ftriking  qualities  of  that  kind.  On  firft  chewing  them 
when  dry  fcarcely  any  tafte  is  perceptible,  but  in  a little  fpace 
they  fill  the  mouth  with  a naufeous  bitternefs,  which  remains 
fora  long  time.  As  a medicine  they  heat,  ftimulate,  cut  and 
attenuate  tough  phlegm,  and  promote  the  fluid  fecretions  in 
general.  But  their  principal  efficacy  confifts  in  removing 
feminine  obftruaions,  and  promoting  the  necefiary  evacuations 
after  delivery,  from  which  it  is  probable  the  plant  received 
its  name.  The  dofe  is  from  a fcruple  in  weight  to  upwards 
.of  a drachm.  A decodtion  of  them  is  recommended  to  be 
ufed  externally  as  a fomentation,  for  cleanfing  and  healing 
wounds,  and  ulcers,  and  in  cutaneous  diforders.  They  have 
likewife  been  recommended  as  powerful  alterants  in  gouty 

complaints, 
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complaints,  but  whoever  has  been  attentive  to  their  effects 
mult  have  obferved,  that  in  moft  cafes,  particularly  where  the 
patient  is  of  a tender  conftitution,  they  occaiion  a lofs  of  appe- 
tite, together  with  a weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  and  a languor 
more  infupportable  than  the  gout  itfelf, 

B I S H O P’s- W E E D. 

Amrni  Majlis,  5.  2. 

Root  : annual,  long,  (lender,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  of  a firm  confidence,  with  fmall  longitudinal 
furrows  on  the  furface.  It  is  of  a pale  green  colour,  and  rifes 
to  the  height  of  two  or  three  feet. 

Leaves  : of  the  compound  kind  ; thofe  which  grow  towards 
the  bottom  of  the  (tern  are  compofed  of  numerous  little  leaves, 
which  are  (harp  pointed,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a deep 
green  colour.  Thofe  on  the  upper  part  are  divided  into  a 
multitude  of  narrow  fegments,  which  are  entire,  and  of  a 
much  paler  hue. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  large 
rundles,  with  a leafy  fence  at  the  bafe  of  each,  fingly  they  are 
fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cop  : fcarcely  perceptible. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  very  minute,  heart-fliaped 
petals.  Thofe  blolfoms,  or  florets  which  compofe  the  center 
of  the  rundle  are  nearly  equal  in  fize  to  each  other,  but  thofe 
which  are  placed  in  the  circumference  vary  greatly  in  that  par- 
ticular. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  hair-like,  and  have  roundifh  tips. 

Point al  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  blofiom,  and 
fupports  two  fiender  relleded  ihafts,  the  fummits  of  which  are 
blunt. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two,  connected  together,  but  eafily  parting  ; fingly 
they  art*  fmall,  convex  on  the  one  fide,  and  channelled  ; but 
flat,  and  fmooth  on  the  other. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft,  but  is  frequent  enough  in  our  gar- 
dens, and  flowers  in  July. 

The  feeds  are  the  only  part  of  the  plant  ufed  in  medicine; 
they  are  good  againft  the  cholic,  and  other  flatulent  complaints ; 
t ey  likewile  operate  by  urine,  and  clear  the  kidneys  from 

gravelly  concretion,  and  are  ferviceable  in  fuppreflions  of  the 
menfes. 


B I S T O R T. 
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BISTORT. 

SNAKE  - WEED,  RED-LEGS. 

Polygonum  Bijlorta,  8.  3. 

Root  i perennial,  thick,  a little  bent  or  twilled,  and  jointed 
at  each  bending.  It  is  furrounded  with  buffiy  fibres,  and  is  of  a 
dark  brown  colour  externally,  but  reddifh  within. 

Leaves:  proceeding  from  the  root,  very  numerous.  They 
are  large,  oval,  pointed,  wrinkled,  and  (land  on  long  Teaf- 
fialks;  on  each  fide  of  which  they  run  along  downwards,  form- 
ing a narrow  margin  or  wing  on  each  fide.  Their  upper  fur- 
face  is  of  a dark  green  colour,  the  lower  one  bluifh. 

Stem  : round,  {lender,  jointed,  without  branches,  and  two 
feet  high.  The  leaves  which  grow  upon  it  are  fmaller  and 
narrower  than  thofe  from  the  root,  and  have  no  leaf  ftaTks. 

Flowers  : produced  at  the  top  of  the  (lem  in  large  fpikes  ; 
they  are  of  a beautiful  pale  red  colour. 

Flower-cup  : divided  into  five  blunt,  egg-fhaped  fegments; 
it  is  coloured  within,  and  remains  on  the  plant. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives  : eight;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  very  (hort,  with 
roundilh  tips,  which  are  fixed  fideways. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  three-cornered,  and  of  a purple 
colour.  The  {hafts  three,  very  (hort.  With  Ample  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  fingle,  three-cornered,  fharp,  and  inclofed  by  the 
cup. 

It  grows  plentifully  in  damp  meadows,  and  flowers  in  May 
and  June. 

AH  the  parts  of  the  plant  have  a rough  auftere  tafte,  but  more 
efpecially  the  root,  which  is  of  a very  binding  nature,  and  may 
be  uled  to  advantage  both  externally  and  inwardly  wherever 
aftringency  is  required,  as  for  incontinence  of  urine,  immode- 
rate menfes,  bleeding  wounds,  fpitting  of  blood,  the  bloody 
flux,  and  other  fluxes  of  the  belly.  It  is  alfo  of  Angular  efficacy 
in  a foft  fpungy  ftate  of  the  gums,  attended  with  loofenefs  of 
the  teeth,  and  forenefs  in  the  mouth.  Dried  and  reduced  to 
powder,  or  boiled  in  wine  and  taken  pretty  freely,  it  prevents 
mifearriage,  helps  ruptures,  diflblves  coagulated  blood,  from 
falls,  blows,  See.  and  kills  worms  in  children. 
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BITTER-APPLE. 

Cuctimis  Colocynthis,  ji.  io. 

Root  : annual,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : climbing,  rough,  furnifhed  with  tendrils  or  wires, 
with  which  it  lays  hold  on  other  plants  in  order  to  fupport 
itfeif,  and  runs  to  a great  length. 

Leaves : placed  fingly  on  theftem  ; they  Hand  on  very  long 
leaf-ftalks,  and  are  large,  rough,  covered  with  hairs,  and  deeply 
cut  and  jagged  on  tht  edges. 

Flowers  : barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant ; they  are 
large,  and  of  a pale  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  formed  of  a (ingle  leaf, 
Which  is  bell-fhaped,  and  marked  with  five  pretty  large  notches 
at  the  mouth. 

Blossom:  divided  into  five  parts,  which  are  oval,  and  full 
of  vein-like  wrinkles. 

Chives  : three;  they  are  very  fiiort,  and  furnilhed  with  tips 
refem’bling  fmall  creeping  lines,  and  are  connected  together  on 
Ihe  outfide. 

Flower  cup  : and 

Blossom  : of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 

Chives,*  three,  but  they  are  imperfed,  not  being  furnifhed 
With  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  placed  beneath  the  blofTom,  and  is 
very  large.  The  fhafts  are  three  in  number,  and  very  fiiort. 
The  fummits  thick,  and  divided  into  two  parts. 

Seed-vessel  : a large,  round,  fmooth  fruit,  refembling 
an  apple;  it  is  of  a yellowifh  colour  when  ripe,  and  exceed- 
ingly bitter. 

Seeds:  numerous;  they  are  large,  fiat,  oval,  and  fharply 
pointed. 

It  is  a native  of  feveral  parts  of  the  Levant.  The  fruit  freed 
from  the  feeds  and  groffer  parts  is  a ftrong  irritating  purgative, 
and  fhould  be  given  with  great  caution,  as  it  frequently 
very  much  diforders  the  conftitution,  caufing  violent  gripings, 
and  fometimes  bloody  difcharges.  When  properly  corrected, 
it  may  however  be  given  to  advantage  in  feveral  chronical 
diforders,  as  the  fciatica,  rheumatifm,  &c.  alfo  to  fuch  as 
are  troubled  with  the  lethargy,  or  in  danger  of  an  apopledlic 
ftroke. 
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The  dofe  whether  given  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  other 
purgatives,  Ihould  never  exceed  the  quantity  of  eight  or  ten 
grains. 

BITTER-SWEET. 

WOODY  NIGH  T-S  HADE. 

Solatium  Dulcamara,  5.1. 

Root-:  perennial,  long,  white,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  woody,  but  weak  and  trailing  along  the  ground, 

or  climbing  on  hedges  and  trees  by  twilling  itfelf  round 
them. 

Leaves  : placed  alternately  on  long  leaf-italics ; they  are 
broad,  oval,  and  pointed.  Thofe  which  grow  toward  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Item  are  always  undivided,  but  thofe  higher  up  are 
frequently  divided  into  three  lobes,  in  fuch  a manner  a9 
to  referable  the  head  of  an  halberd.  Their  colour  is  a dark 
green. 

Flowers-:  difpofed  in  fmall  clutters;  they  Hand  on  flender 
fruit-ltalks,  and  are  of  a dark  purple  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a lingle  leaf,  with  five  fmall,  but 
fharp  teeth  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : a fingle  wheel-lhaped  petal,  with  a very  Ihort 
tube,  and  a large  plaited  border,  divided  by  five  fhallow  clefts, 
and  rolled  back. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  very  fmall,  with 
oblong  tips,  which  approach  each  other  fo  as  to  touch;  thefc 
laft  and  the  chives  are  yellow. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifii,  the  lhaft  fimple,  and 
longer  than  the  chives,  with  a blunt  l'ummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a round,  glofiy  berry,  divided  internally 

into  two  cells,  and  of  a fine  fcarlet  colour  when  ripe. 

Seeds:  pretty  numerous;  they  are  roundiih,  and  difperfed 
or  fcattered  through  the  pulp  of  which  the  berry  is  compofed. 

It  grows  in  moift  fituations,  and  flowers  in  June  and  July. 

The  roots  and  Items  of  this  plant,  on  being  chewed  in  the 
mouth  are  at  firlt  bitterilh,  but  this  fenfation  is  foon  after 
followed  by  a fweetnefs  almoft  equal  to  that  of  hone} . 

An  infufion  of  the  twigs  in  boiling  water  may  be  taken  to 
the  quantity  of  a very  large  tea-cupful  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  as  a fweetener  of  the  blood  and  juices,  for  which  purpofc 
it  is  a moft  excellent  medicine.  Boerbaavc . 

Few 
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Few  medicines  are  better  adapted  to  afford  relief  in  the 
acute  rheumatifm,  inflammations,  fevers,  fuppreffions  of  the 
menfes,  See.  Linnaeus. 

An  infufion  of  the  plant  made  by  pouring  a pint  of  boiling 
water  on  a quarter  of  an  ounce  of  the  dried  items,  may  be 
given  to  the  quantity  of  two  or  three  tea-cupfuls  twice  a day 
in  the  rheumatifm,  jaundice,  dropfy,  feurvy,  and  venereal 
difeafe,  with  great  advantage.  Iiallenberg. 

It  is  frequently  found  beneficial  in  the  afthma,  and  other 
complaints  of  the  breaft  and  lungs.  Hill. 

A tinfture,  made  by  infufing  four  ounces  of  the  twigs  in  a 
quart  of  white  wine,  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  belt  preparation  of 
it,  and  may  betaken  in  dofes  of  four  or  five  ounces,  in  which 
quantities  it  operates  by  fweat,  urine,  and  ftool.  It  is  one 
of  thofe  many  negledted  plants,  which  deferve  to  be  better 
known,  and  have  their  virtues  more  exa&ly  ascertained. 

BLOODWORT. 

BLOODY- DOCK. 

Ruinex-  Sanguineus,  6.  a. 

Root:  biennial,  long,  and  tapering. 

Stem:  firm,  upright,  branched,  and  a little  furrowed  on. 
the  Surface.  It  rifes  to  the  height  of  four  or  five  feet. 

Leaves  : long,  and  narrower  all  the  way  from  the  bafe 
to  the  extremity.  They  are  placed  on  long  leaf-ftajks,  a 
little  waved  or  Scolloped  at  the  edges,  and  ftained  more  or 
lefs  with  a beautiful  blood  red  colour.  Sometimes  the  veins  of 
the  leaves  only  are  red,  at  other  times  they  are  irregularly  Striped 
and  blotched,  and  Sometimes  the  whole  leaves,  Item,  and  all 
are  (tair.ed. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Stem  and  branches  in  long  Spikes; 
they  are  fmall,  and  of  a greeniih  colour,  but  fome  part  of  them 
is  frequently  found  red. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  three  fmall,  blunt,  reflected 
leaves. 

Blossom  : three  petals,  which  very  nearly  referable  the  cup, 
but  are  larger,  and  approach  each  other. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  hair-like,  very  fhort,  and  furniibed 
with  double  tips,  placed  in  an  upright  pofition.  . 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  neaily  three-cornered.  The  Shafts 
are  three  in  number,  hair-like,  and  reflected,  with  large  jagged 
Summits. 
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Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  Angle,  three-fided,  and  contained  in  the  bloffoms, 
which  clofe  together,  and  accompany  them  to  maturity. 

This  plant  is  fometimes  found  wild,  but  is  not  originally  a 
native  of  England,  and  is  moftly  kept  in  gardens. 

The  roots  are  the  parts  to  be  made  ufe  of;  they  are  of  an 
aflringent  nature,  and  may  be  given  either  in  deco&ion  or 
powder,  againft  the  bloody  flux,  and  other  fluxes ; fpitting  of 
blood,  immoderate  menfes,  and  the  whites.  Hill. 

BLUEBOTTLE. 

BLUE-BOTTLE,  CORN-FLOWER,  HURT-SICKLE, 
BACHELOR’s-BUTTON. 

Centaurea  Cyanus,  19.  3. 

Root  : annual,  fibrous,  and  of  a whitifh  colour. 

Stem  : upright,  firm  but  flender,  ribbed,  and  covered  with  a 
whitifh  downy  fubftance,  branched,  and  two  feet  high. 

Leaves  : numerous ; thofe  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Item  are 
deeply  toothed  or  gaflied,  the  others  are  long,  narrow,  of  a 
rigid  fubftance,  downy  underneath,  entire  on  the  edges,  and 
marked  with  three  ribs  on  the  furface. 

Flowers  : one  on  each  of  the  branches  ; they  are  large,  of 
the  compound  kind,  and  their  colour  is  a lively  blue. 

Flower-cup:  of  a roundifh  figure;  confiding  of  a great 
many  fcales,  which  lie  over  each  other  like  the  tiles  on  a houfe, 
and  are  curioufly  edged  with  little  brown  teeth. 

Blossom:  compound;  the  florets  are  all  tubular,  but  of 
different  fhapes ; thofe  which  contain  both  chives  and  pointals 
are  numerous,  and  occupy  the  centre  ; thofe  which  have  poin- 
tals only  are  placed  in  the  circumference,  and  are  but  few  ; they 
are  however  much  larger. 

Chives:  five;  hair  like,  very  fhort,  the  tips  being  united  fo 
as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder  as  long  as  the  blofiom. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fmall;  the  fliaft  thread-fhaped, 
and  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a remarkable  blunt  fummit, 
which  in  many  of  the  florets  is  cloven. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting.  The  cup  remains  unchanged,  and 
clofes  on  the 

Seeds  j which  are  folitary,  downy,  and  found  only  under  the 
florets  in  the  centre  of  the  flower. 


It 
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It  is  common  in  corn-fields  and  other  cultivated  places,  and 
is  in  flower  from  June  till  Auguft. 

A water  di {tilled  from  the  flowers  is  good  in  inflammations 
and  weaknefs  of  the  eyes ; and  the  leaves  which  grow  on  the 
Items,  frefli  gathered  and  bruifed,  will  flop  the  bleeding  of  a 
wound  even  if  a large  vefiel  be  cut : their  ufe  in  fuch  cafes  is 
but  little  known,  but  they  furpafs  all  other  things  of  the  kind, 
and  may  often  be  the  inflrument  of  faving  life,  where  a furgeon’s 
afliftance  is  not  to  be  procured  in  time.  Hill. 

It  is  good  for  wounds  or  bruifes  of  the  bread,  fpitting  of 
blood,  See.  The  juice  dropped  into  old  ulcers,  cleanfes,  and 
difpofes  them  to  heal.  ] have  known  it  made  ufe  of  by  country 
people  for  the  jaundice,  and  infufed  or  boiled  in  white  wine,  it 
is  an  exceeding  good  diuretic. 

borage. 

Bor  ago  Officinalis,  5.  i. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  divided,  and  furnifhed  with 
numerous  fibres. 

Leaves  : oblong,  hairy,  and  very  rough. 

Stem  : thick,  round,  full  of  juice,  hairy,  divided  into  nume- 
rous branches,  and  well  furnifhed  with  leaves;  it  grows  to  the 
height  of  two  feet,  and  together  with  the  Item  is  of  a pale  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  numerous;  they  terminate  the  item  and  branches 
in  fmall  clutters,  of  a beautiful  blue  colour. 

Flower-cut  : afingleleaf,  flightly  cut  into  five  fegments. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal,  with  a very  fliort  tube,  and  a flat 
border,  cleft  into  five  parts.  The  mouth  of  the  tube  is  crown- 
ed with  five  fmall  protuberances,  which  are  blunt,  and  notched 
at  the  end. 

Chives  : five,  they  are awl-fhaped,  and  fupport  oblong  tips, 
which  converge  together,  and  are  fixed  to  the  inner  fide,  and 
about  the  middle  of  the  chives. 

PoiNTAL  : feed-buds  four  in  number,  fhaft  thread-fhaped, 
and  longer  than  the  chives,  fummit  fimple. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : four;  they  are  roundifh,  wrinkled,  and  contained  in 
the  cup,  which  grows  large,  and  is  fhaped  like  a bladder. 

It  grows  chiefly  upon  old  walls,  and  among  rubbifh,  flowering 
>n  July  and  Auguft. 

1 A water 
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A water  (Milled  from  the  flowers  of  this  plant  was  formerly 
in  great  efleem  as  a cordial  and  ftrengthener,  but  is  very  little 
regarded  at  prefent.  It  is  however  of  a remarkable  cooling  na- 
ture, and  confequently  may  be  ufed  with  fuccefs  in  inflamma- 
tions of  the  eyes  externally,  and  inwardly  in  burning  fevers. 
The  juice  is  good  in  obftinate  coughs,  catarrhs,  hoarfenefs  and 
defluxions  on  the  lungs.  The  flowers  made  into  a conferve  are 
faid  to  be  good  in  putrid  malignant  fevers,  and  hypochondriacal 
complaints,  likewife  to  remove  obftru&ions,  and  cure  the 
jaundice. 

BOX  TREE. 

Buxuj  Sempervirens,  21.  4. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem:  fhrubby,  crooked,  and  branchy;  the  bark  is  pale, 
the  wood  yellow,  fmooth,  and  both  hard  and  heavy. 

Leaves:  oval,  thick, .of  a fnining  dark  green  colour;  they 
remain  on  the  plant  all  winter. 

Flowers:  proceeding  from  the  buds  of  the  tree;  they  are 
fmall,  and  of  a greenifli  white  colour  ; fome  of  them  are  barren, 
and  others  fertile  on  the  fame  plant. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower, con fifts  of  three  circular, 
concave,  expanding  leaves. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  two  petals,  which  refemble  the 
leaves  of  the  cup,  only  they  are  larger. 

Chives  : four ; they  are  awl-fhaped,  longer  than  the  cup,  and 
furniflied  with  double  tips,  which  ftand  in  an  ered  pnfition. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  fertile  flower,  compofed  of  four  leaves, 
refembling  thofe  above-defcribed. 

Blossom  : formed  of  three  petals  as  above. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  with  three  blunt  edges, 
and  ends  in  three  very  fhort  fliafts,  with  hairy  fummits. 

Seed-vissel  : a roundifh  capfule,  with  three  fhort  beaks. 

Seeds  : two  ; they  are  of  an  oblong  figure,  but  roundifh  on 
one  fide,  and  flat  on  the  other. 

It  grows  wild  in  many  places,  and  may  be  met  with  in  molt 
gardens. 

The  leaves  dried  and  reduced  to  powder  deftroy  worms. 

Withering.  Motherby. 

The  root  is  faid  to  poflefs  the  fame  virtues  with  guaicum 
wood,  but  in  a much  greater  degree,  confequently  is  a good 
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•medicine  in  a foul  (late  of  the  blood  and  juices.  A decoCtion 
of  it  is  the  belt  preparation,  but  the  ufe  of  it  mull:  be  continued 
for  a long  time,  as  it  is  one  of  thofe  medicines  which  operate 
butflowly,  though  effectually. 

An  oil  diddled  from  the  wood  is  frequently  made  ufe  of  to 
anoint  the  piles  with,  and  feldom  fails  of  giving  eafe  ; it  likewife 
frequently  relieves  the  tooth-ach,  cleanfes  foul  ulcers,  and  dif- 
pofes  them  to  heal,  and  is  good  to  rub  on  fuch  parts  as  are 
affeCted  with  old  achs  and  pains. 

BRAMBLE. 

BLACK- BERRY,  BUMBLEKITES. 

Rubus  Fruticofus. 

Roots:  woody,  and  creeping. 

Stems  : fhrubby,  weak,  frequently  trailing  along  the  ground, 
or  climbing  on  hedges  to  a great  length,  and  many  times  ttriking 
root.  They  are  angular,  and  fet  thick  with  (trong  crooked 
prickles. 

Leaves:  growing  by  threes  or  fives  on  a fingle  leaf-ftalk; 
they  are  large,  o/'an  oval  form,  notched  on  the  edges,  ofa  dark 
green  colour  on  the  upper  fide,  and  woolly  underneath. 

Flowers:  produced  in  bunches  ; they  are  moderately  large 
and  white,  or  (lightly  tinged  with  purple. 

Flower-cup  : a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  oblong,  ex- 
panding, downy  (Vgments. 

Blossom  : five  petals  ; they  are  of  a circular  form,  as  long 
as  the  cup,  and  attached  to  it. 

Chives:  numerous;  they  are  firorter  than  the  petals,  at- 
tached to  the  (ides  ot  the  cup,  and  are  furnilhed  with  roundilh, 
but  compreffed  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  very  numerous;  the  fliafts 
fmall,  hair  like,  proceeding  from  the  (ides  of  the  feed-buds,  and 
ending  in  Ample  fummits  which  remain  upon  them. 

Seed-vessel:  a berry  compofed  of  numerous  little  grains, 
collected  into  a roundilh  knob,  which  is  convex  above,  and 
hollow  underneath. 

Seeds  : folitary  (one  in  each  grain)  and  of  an  oblong  figure. 

It  is  to  be  met  with  in  every  hedge,  and  flowers  in  June,  the 
fruit  being  ripe  in  September.  It  is  firft  green,  then  red,  and 
when  ripe  black. 
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The  whole  plant  is  of  an  aflringent  nature,  but  the  unripe 
berries  more  fothan  any  other  part,  ar.d  may  be  made  ufe  of  to 
good  purpofe  in  all  manner  of  fluxes,  and  haemorrhages.  A 
decodlion  of  the  leaves,  with  the  addition  of  a little  honey,  is 
an  excellent  gargle  for  the  thruflx,  and  all  other  forenefs  of  the 
mouth  and  throat.  The  juice  of  the  fruit,  with  fugar,  makes  a 
pleafant  and  wholefome  wine.  A decodtion  of  the  flowers  pro* 
vokes  urine,  and  is  good  in  the  ftone  and  gravel. 

BRYONY.  Black. 
LADIES-SEAL. 

Tamus  Communis,  22.  6- 

Root:  perennial,  large,  very  long,  thick,  and  frequently 
forked.  It  i3  black  on  the  outfide,  but  white  within,  and  full 
of  a flimy  juice. 

Stems:  numerous,  trailing,  or  climbing  on  bufhes  or  what* 
ever  they  meet  with,  and  growing  to  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve 
feet. 

Leaves  : growing  alternately  on  long  leaf-ftalks  ; they  are 
large,  heart-fliaped,  fharp-pointed,  and  of  a dark  fhining  green 
colour. 

Flowers  i barren  and  fertile  on  diftindt  plants;  they  are 
produced  in  bunches  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves,  and  each 
has  its  fhort  feparate  fruit-ftalk.  They  are  fmall  and  greeniftn 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  compofed  of  fix  oval- 
pointed  leaves,  or  a Angle  leaf  deeply  divided  into  fix  parts. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives  : fix ; of  a very  fimple  ftrudture,  and  fhorter  than  the 
cup.  The  tips  are  notched  at  the  end. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  fertile  flower,  a Angle  leaf,  which  is 
bell-fhaped,  and  divided  into  fix  fpear-fhaped  fegments. 

Blossom  : wanting,  but  there  is  a honey-cup  at  the  bafe  of 
each  divifion  of  the  cup  on  the  inner  fide,  refembling  an  oval 
dot. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  placed  below  the  bloflbm,  and  i* 
large,  fmooth,  and  of  an  oblong  figure,  ending  in  a lbaft  as  long 
as  the  cup,  crowned  with  three  refledted  fummits,  which  are 
notched  at  the  end,  and  fharp. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-fhaped  berry,  which  is  green  at  firfl, 
but  of  a fine  gloffy  fcarlet  when  ripe,  and  divided  internally  into 
three  cells. 


It 
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It  is  common  in  hedges  and  thickets.  The  flowers  appear 
in  June,  and  the  berries  are  ripe  in  September. 

The  root  of  this  plant  is  one  of  the  beft  remedies  known 
again  ft  the  gravel,  and  all  other  obftr  udions  and  diforders  of  the 
urinary  paffages.  Hill.  * 

It  is  a powerful  diuretic,  and  very  efficacious  in  removing 
female  obftruftions.  The  beft  method  of  giving  it  for  the 
above  purpofes,  is  to  brtiife  the  root,  and  give  the  expreffed 
juice  with  the  addition  of  a little  white  wine. 

The  juice  made  into  a fyrup  with  honey  is  an  admirable  re- 
medy for  afthmatic  complaints,  and  other  diforders  of  the  bread 
and  lungs.  The  bruifed  root  applied  to  the  parts  affedted  in 
paralytic  cafes,  has  been  found  ferviceable  in  many  inftances. 

BRYONY.  White. 

WILD  VINE. 

Bryonia  Alba,  z.  14.  Lin.  Dioica,  22.  14.  With. 

Root:  perennial,  and  very  large,  being  many  times  found 
as  thick  as  a man’s  leg.  It  is  of  a yellowifh  white  colour. 

Stems:  numerous,  weak,  and  trailing,  and  furnifhed  with 
fpiral  wires  or  tendrils,  by  which  they  attach  themfelves  to 
whatever  they  come  near. 

Leaves:  large  and  very  beautiful;  they  Hand  on  longiffi 
leaf-ftalks,  and  are  deeply  divided  into  a number  of  finger-like 
lobes,  rough  on  both  (ides,  and  of  a greyifh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  feparate  plants.  They  pro* 
ceed  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves  in  loofe  fpike3  or  bunches, 
and  are  numerous,  fmall,  and  of  a dirty  white  colour,  marked 
with  green  ftripes. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  a fingle  bell-fhaped 
leaf,  with  five  (hort  teeth. 

Blossom  : bell-fhaped,  attached  to  the  cup,  and  divided  into 
five  egg-ffiaped  fegments. 

Chives  : three  ; they  are  very  fhort,  and  what  is  very  lingu- 
lar, fupport  five  tips,  two  of  them  being  furniflied  with  a pair 
each,  the  third  with  only  a lingle  one. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 

Blossom;  as  above. 

Pointal  : the  feed  bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloffom  ; the 
fhaft  fingle,  cleft  into  three  parts,  and  as  long  as  the  bloffom 
when  open.  Summits  notched  at  the  end. 

N®  H.  j 
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Seed-vessel  : an  ova),  fmooth,  red  berry. 

Seeds:  fcveral ; they  are  of  a roundiih  figure,  and  fixed  to 
the  outer  coat  of  the  berry. 

It  grows  in  hedges  and  thickets  for  the  molt  part,  in  dry  fandy 
foils,  and  flowers  in  the  beginning  of  May. 

The  root  is  purgative,  and  a drachm  of  it  in  fubftance,  or 
half  an  ounce  of  it  infufed  in  a quarter  of  a pint  of  wine,  is  a full 
dole.  A poultice  of  the  roots  refolves  and  difperfes  hard  tu- 
mours in  any  part  of  the  body.  A pound  of  the  root  boiled  in 
a fufficient  quantity  of  water,  is  an  excellent  purge  for  horned 
cattle.  In  fhort,  the  active  virtues  of  this  plant  are  fuch  as  en- 
title it  to  a much  greater  fhare  of  attention  than  is  commonly 
bellowed  upon  it.  Withering. 

Small  doles  of  the  juice  given  with  white  wine  promote  the 
menfes,  and  haften  delivery,  and  in  larger  dofes  it  is  an  excellent 
medicine  in  the  jaundice,  dropfy,  and  other  complaints  of  a like 
nature.  Made  into  a fyrup  with  honey,  and  a fmall  quantity  of 
vinegar,  it  is  beneficial  in  aflhmatic  complaints.  It  likewife  kills 
worms  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  and  is  good  in  hyfteric 
cafes,  but  for  this  purpofe  it  mult  be  given  in  very  fmall  quan- 
tities, and  the  ufe  of  it  continued  for  fome  time. 

BROOKLIME. 

Veronica  Beccabungay  a.  i. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  flender,  and  creeping,  with  clufter3 
of  fmall  fibres  proceeding  from  it  in  ieveral  parts. 

Stems:  while  young,  weak,  and  trailing,  frequently  (biking 
root  as  they  fpread  on  the  furface  of  the  mud,  in  which  the 
plant  delights  to  grow.  Thofe  however  on  which  the  flowers 
are  fupported  are  round,  thick,  flefhy,  upright,  and  rife  to  a foot 
or  more  in  height. 

Leaves  : produced  in  pairs,  they  are  broad,  of  an  oval  figure, 
notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers  : proceeding  from  the  bolbms  of  the  leaves,  in 
longifh  fpikes : they  are  fmall,  but  very  numerous,  and  their 
/ colour,  which  is  a beautiful  light  blue,  renders  them  fufficiently 
confpicuous.  The  tops  of  the  (terns  are  terminated  by  a duller 
of  leaves,  and  not  by  a fpike  of  flowers  as  is  the  cafe  in  molt 
herbaceous  plants. 

Flowek-cup  : formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  divided  into 
four  unequal  legments,  with  (harp  points. 

Blossom : 
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Blossom  : a (ingle  petal,  having  a tube,  which  is  fhorter 
than  the  cup,  and  a flat  border,  divided  into  four  or  five  un- 
equal parts;  the  uppermolt  fegment  being  largeft,  and  the 
lowermoft  fmalleft. 

Chives:  two  ; they  are  thinner  at  the  bafe  than  towards  the 
top,  and  terminated  by  oblong  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  flattened,  the  (haft  thread-fliaped, 
as  long  as  the  chives,  and  crowned  with  a Ample  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  inverfely  heart-fhaped  capfule,  flattened 
at  the  point,  and  divided  internally  into  two  cells.' 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  roundiih. 

It  grows  plentifully  in  (hallow  ftreajns,  and  flowers  in  June. 

The  juice  of  Brooklime  taken  in  the  fpring  is  an  excellent 
antifcorbutip,  and  fweetner  of  the  blood  and  juices.  It  may 
either  be  taken  alone  or  mixed  with  the  juice  of  water-crefs,  or 
any  other  plant  whofe  virtues  are  fimilar.  An  infufion  of  the 
plant  in  boiling  water  provokes  urine,  conAquently  is  fervice- 
able  in  the  jaundice,  dropfy,  &c.  The  leaves  bruifed  and  ap- 
plied togn-en  wounds  loon  heal  them;  made  into  a poultice 
and  applied  to  the  part  they  give  eafe  in  the  piles. 


BROOM. 

f / 

Spartium  Scoparlum,  17.  4. 

Roots:  long,  woody,  and  very  rough. 

_ Stem  ; (hrubby,  and  four  or  five  feet  high.  It  is  furniflied 
with  a profulion  of  young  (hoots,  which  are  angular,  and  of  a 
gr.een  colour,  but  the  bark  on  the  main  trunk  is  of  a pale 
brown . 

Leaves  : fmall,  oblong,  hairy  on  the  edges,  and  produced  by 
threes. 

I Lowers:  large  and  very  numerous,  they  almoft  cover  the 
young  (hoots  their  whole  length,  and  are  of  a beautiful  gold  yel- 
low colour. 

!•  lower-cup  : formed  of  a (ingle  leaf,  which  is  heart-fhaped, 
but  tubular,  and  coloured.  The  upper  margin  is  extremely 
fhort,  the  lower  one  divided  into  two  or  three  fmall  teeth. 

Blossom  : butterfly  Ihaped,  and  cofififts  of  five  petals,  the 
flamiard  or  uppermoft  of  which  is  large,  inverfely  heart-fhaped, 
and  reflected.  The  wings,  or  fide  petals,  oblong,  fhorter  than 
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the  ftandard,  and  united  to  the  chives.  The  keel,  or  lower- 
moft  petals,  fharp  pointed,  longer  than  the  wings,  and  con- 
nedted  at  the  exterior  margin  by  a number  of  foft  hairs. 

Chives:  ten  j^connedted  at  the  bafe,  unequal,  the  upper- 
muft  being  fiiortcft,  the  lowermoft  gradually  longer.  The  tips 
are  of  an  oblong  figure. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  hairy ; the  fiiaft  awl- 
fliaped,  and  hairy  alfo.  The  fummit  is  fixed  to  the  upper-fide 
of  the  fiiaft  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  end. 

Seed-vessel  : a long  file'll,  blunt  at  the  end,  and  of  a cylin- 
drical figure,  with  only  one  cell. 

Seeds  : many,  roundifh,  or  kidney-lhaped. 

It  delights  to  grow  in  dry  fandy  paftures,  and  flowers  in  May, 
or  the  beginning  of  Jurte. 

A decodtion  of  the  young  twigs  is  an  excellent  medicine  in 
thejaundice  and  dropfy.  It  operates  by  urine,  and  removes 
obftrudlions  of  the  liver,  reins,  bladder,  and  other  parts.  Raj. 

A dropfical  patient  who  had  borne  the  operation  of  tapping 
three  times,  and  takeh  all  the  remedies  ufually  prefcribed  in 
fuch  cafes  without  experiencing  the  leaft  relief,  was  perfedlly 
cured  by  taking  every  night  and  morning  half  a pint  of  a de- 
codtion of  green  Broom  tops,  with  a fpoonful  of  whole  muftard- 
feed.  After  taking  it  a little  while  the  third  which  before  was 
excefiive,  became  moderate,  the  dwelling  fubfided,  and  the 
urinary  discharge  increafed  to  the  quantity  of  a gallon  and  half, 
or  more,  in  a day.  Mead. 

An  infufion  of  the  feeds  drank  freely  has  been  known  to  pro- 
duce fimilar  happy  effedt.-,  but  whoever  experts  that  every 
dropfy  will  yield  to  this  medicine,  will  be  very  much  deceived. 
Out  of  a great  number  of  cafes  in  which  this  medicine  was  al- 
lowed a fair  trial,  only  one  fucceeded.  A flrong  lye  made  of 
the  allies  was  ufed  in  the  Swedifh  army  in  the  year  1 73  9,  to  cure 
dropfies,  which  fucceeded  a catarrhal  epidemic  fever,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  which  the  urine  became  plentiful,  and  the  dropfies 
quickly  difappeared.  Withering. 
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BROOM.  Butchers. 

KNEE-HOLLY,  PETTIGREE. 

/ 

Rufcus  aculeatus,  n-  14. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  and  fpreading  to  a confider- 
able  diftance. 

/ 

Stem  : fomewhat  fhrubby ; it  is  round,  firm,  upright,  full  of 
branches,  and  a foot  high. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  are  fmall,  evergreen,  of  a firm 
hard  fubftance,  and  an  oval  figure,  with  a fharp  prickly  point, 
entire  at  the  edges,  veined  on  the  furface,  and  of  a dark  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  diftindl  plants;  they  are 
produced  from  the  bnfoms  of  the  leaves  on  fhort  fruit-ftalks 
fingly  ; they  are  fmall,  and  of  a greenifli  white  colour. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  compofed  of  fix  egg- 
fhaped,  convex  leaves,  with  the  edges  reflected. 

Blossom  : wanting  ; but  there  is  a honey-cup  almoft  as 
large  as  the  flower-cup  itfelf.  It  is  egg-fliaped,  and  appears  as 
if  diltended  with  wind,  but  isopen  at  the  rim,  and  Hands  up- 
right. ' 

Chives:  the  threads  are  wanting;  but  there  are  three  tips, 
feated  on  the  end  of  the  honey-cup,  and  united  together  at  the 
baf?. 

Flower-cup  : and  Blossom  : of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  hid  within 
the  honey-cup  ; it  fupports  a {lender  {haft,  with  a blunt  fum- 
mit,  which  projects  beyond  its  mouth. 

Seed-vf.(sse  l : a roundifli  berry,  red  wiien  ripe,  and  divided 
internaily  into  three  cells. 

It  grows  wild  in  fome  places,  but  not  common,  and  flowers 
in  March  or  April. 

A decoCtion  of  the  root  operates  powerfully  by  urine,  and  has 
been  known  to  cure  the  clropfy  effectually  without  any  other 
medical  afliibance.  iiitvc rius • 

It  is  ferviceable  in  the  jaundice,  dropfy,  gravel,  and  other 
difeafes  of  the  liver  and  kidneys,  but  unlefs  an  early  ufe  is  made 
thereof  little  benefit  can  be  expected. 


BROOM- 
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BROOM-RAPE. 

Orobanchc  Major,  14.  a. 

Root  : perennial,  roundifh,  and  compofed  of  a great  num- 
ber of  l'cales,  which  are  of  a tough  fubftance,  and  a yellowifh 
colour,  with  feveral  fmall  fibres  proceeding  from  the  bafe  of  the 
fom. 

Stem:  (ingle,  thick,  upright,  undivided,  and  about  afoot 
high,  it  is  of  a cylindrical  figure,  and  a little  downy  on  the  fur- 
face. 

Leaves  : wanting,  except  a few  pointed  fcales,  which  are  ir- 
regularly fcattered  at  a diftance  from  each  other  over  the  fur- 
face  of  the  item,  may  be  called  fo. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  a fpike,  which  occupies 
half  its  length  ; they  (land  at  a confiderable  diftance  from  each 
other,  and  are  all  furnifhed  with  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
fcaly  leaves,  placed  immediately  underneath  them;  they  are 
large,  confidered  fingly,  and  are  partly  of  a yellow,  and  partly 
of  a purple  colour,  and  the  chives,  which  are  white,  fupport 
black  tips,  which  appear  very  conlpicucufly. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a (ingle  leaf,  which  (lands  upright, 
is  coloured,  and  marked  with  five  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : a (ingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a large 
diftended  tube,  and  a fpreading  border  ; the  upper  lip  is  con- 
cave, open,  and  notched  at  the  end ; the  lower  one  rolled  back, 
and  divided  into  thr'ee  fegments. 

Chives:  four  (two  long  and  two  (hort)  they  are  awl-fhaped, 
concealed  by  the  upper  lip,  and  furnifhed  with  upright  tips, 
which  approach  each  other,  and  are  (horter  than  the  border. 

Pointai.  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  there  is  a kind  of 
gland,  or  honey-cup  at  its  bafe.  The  (haft  is  fimple,  the  fum- 
mit  thick,  blunt,  and  notched  at  the  end. 

• Seed-vessel  : an  oval  tapering  capfule,  with  a fingle  cell,  or 
cg.vity. 

Seeds  ; numerous,  but  extremely  fmall. 

It  is  found  in  dry  gravelly  or  fandy  fituations,  growing  on  the 
roots  of  broom  and  feveral  other  plants,  and  is  found  in  it3 
greateft  perfection  in  May  and  June. 

A ft  rung  infufion  of  the  plant  is  good  againft  obftruftions  of 
the  liver,  and  other  vifcera.  It  operates  powerfully  by  urine, 

and 
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and  is  therefore  efficacious  in  the  jaundice,  dropfies,  gravel,  &c. 
The  powdered  herb  is  an  almoft  inftantaneous  remedy  for  the 
cholic.  Candied,  or  made  into  a fyrup,  it  is  recommended  by 
fome  againft  hypochondriacal  affedtions.  Made  into  an  oint- 
ment it  refolves  and  difperfes  hard  tumours  in  any  part  of  the 
body. 

BUCK-BEAN. 

BOG-BEAN,  MARSH  TREFOIL,  WATER  TREFOIL, 
MARSH  CLEAVER. 

Maiyantkes  Trifoliate! , 5.  I.' 

Root:  perennial;  it  is  long,  thick,  jointed,  and  creeping  ; of 
a brownifh  colour  on  the  outfide,  and  white  within. 

Leaves:  growing  by  threes  on  long  thick  Ieaf-ftalks;  they 
are  large,  of  an  oblong  figure,  entire  on  the  edges,  of  a thick 
flefhy  fubftance,  and  a frefli  green  colour. 

Stem  : fimple;  it  is  round,  thick,  of  a tender  fubftance,  and 
furnifhed  with  fevcral  leaves  of  the  fame  general  flrudture  with, 
thofe  that  proceed  from  the  root,  only  they  are  fmaller. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  ftem  in  a fhort  thick  fpike  ; they 
are  large,  and  of  a reddifh  colour  on  the  outfide,  but  white 
within,  and  curioufly  fringed  with  hairs. 

Flower-cup  : a Angle  leaf,  divided  into  five  fegments. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal,  with  a fhort  tube,  the  mouth  or 
border  of  which  is  cloven  above  half  way  down  into  five  blunt, 
reflected,  hairy  fegments. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  fhort,  and  furnifbed 
with  fharp,  upright  tips,  which  are  cloven  at  the  bafe. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  a conical  figure,  the  fliaft 
tapering,  and  almoft  as  long  as  the  blofibm  ; the  fummit  cloven 
and  flattened. 

Seed-vessel  : an  egg-fhaped  capfule,  containing  a fingle  cell. 

Seeds:  numerous,  egg-fhaped,  and  very  fmall. 

It  is  frequent  in  pits,  ponds,  and  boggy  places,  flowering  in 
June  and  July. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  is  exceedingly  bitter,  and  is  fre- 
quently prefcribed  in  rheumatic  and  dropfical  1 cafes;  drkd 
and  reduced  to  powder  they  purge  and  vomit.  In  dofes  not 
exceeding  half  a drachm,  they  dcftroy  worms,  and  arc  fome- 
times  made  ufc  of  in  a fcarcity  of  hops  to  bitter  ale  with  ; for 
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which  purpofe  two  ounces  of  this  herb  may  be  fubflitulcd  for  a 
pound  of  hops.  Withering. 

The  juice  of  the  leaves  mingled  with  whey  is  ferviceable  in  the 
gout.  JSoerhaave. 

It  promotes  the  fluid  fecretions  of  the  body,  loofens  the  belly* 
and  is  good  in  the  jaundice,  dropfy,  fcurvy,  rheumatifm* 
ague,  and  fcrophulous  diforders.  For  the  dropfy,  the  belt 
method  is  to  bruife  the  plant  and  extra#  the  juice  with  a little 
white  wine.  In  fcorbutic  complaints  a ftrong  infufion  fliould 
be  drank  for  a confiderable  time,  to  the  amount  of  three  half 
pints,  or  a quart  a day.  For  the  ague  it  mud  be  dried  and  finely 
powdered,  in  which  Hate  half  a drachm  is  a full  dnfe,  and  if  pro- 
perly repeated  will  frequently  effe#  a cure  when  moft  other 
means  prove  ineife&ual. 

. .1  , i . 

BU  CK’s-HORN* 

/ « 

PLANTAIN,  STAR  OF  THE  EARTH,  HART’s-IIORN. 

Plant  ago  Coronopus , 4.1. 

Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  and  hung  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Leaves  : numerous;  long,  narrow,  and  deeply  gaflied  on  the 
edges;  the  fegmentsare  very  unequal,  and  they  lie  clofe  to  the 
ground,  in  form  of  a liar.  They  are  of  a pale  green  colour,  and 
are  fuppofed  to  bear  fome  refemblance  to  the  horns  of  a buck, 
whence  their  Englifh  names. 

Stem:  round,  flender,  naked,  and  hanging  down  before 
flowering. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  in  a fhovt  flender  fpike  ; 
they  are  fmall,  the  only  part  which  is  confpicuous  being  the 
white  tips  which  arife  from  their  centers. 

Flower-cup  : divided  into  four  very  fliert  parts. 

Blossom:  a Angle  fliri veiled  petal,  with  a cylindrical  tube, 
and  a border  divided  into  four  (harp-pointed,  reflected  fegmehts. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  hair-like,  (land  upright,  and  arc  very 
long,  and  doubled  down  before  the  blofl'om  expands.  The  tips 
are  longilh,  flattened,  and  fixed  Tideways. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fliaped,  the  (haft  thread- 
fhaped,  about  half  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  a 
Ample  fummit. 
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Seed-vessel  : an  egg-fhaped  capfule,  divided  into  two  cells 
by  a loofe  partition. 

Seeds  : feveral,  and  of  an  oblong  figure. 

It  is  common  on  dry  gravelly  heaths,  and  barren  paftures. 
flowering  in  June. 

ft  is  a good  wound-herb,  the  leaves  being  bruifed  and  applied 
rofreih  wounds  flop  the  bleeding,  and  effett  a fpeedy  cure. 
Hill. 

It  was  formerly  in  great  repute  as  a remedy  for  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog,  or  other  animal,  but  like  all  the  other  boafted  fpecifics 
for  that  dreadful  diforder,  has  given  tooinany  lamentable  proofs 
of  its  fallibility,  and  is  now  almolt  fallen  into  difufe. 


B U C K - T H O R N. 

Rbamnus  Catbarticus , 5.  r . 

Roots  : woody. 

Stem  : fhrubby ; it  rifes  to  the  height  of  ten  or  twelve  feet, 
and  is  very  much  branched,  and  thorny.  The  bark  is  of  a dark 
brown  colour. 

Leaves  : egg-lhaped,  broad,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a 
pale  green  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  diftind  plants  ! This  cjr- 
cumftance  ffiould,  in  Itrid  conformity  to  the  principles  of  the 
I.innasan  fyftem,  have  placed  the  plant  in  the  tvventy-fecond 
clafs ; but  its  connexions  with  the  other  plants  of  the  fame 
genus  which  arrange  under  the  fifth  clafs,  are  too  ftriking  to  ad- 
mit of  its  being  feparated  from  them.  They  are  fmall,  and  of 
a pale  green  colour. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Bloss.om  : a fingle  funnel  fiiapcd  petal,  rough  on  the  outfide, 
but  coloured  within.  The  border  fpreads,  and  is  divided  into 
four  or  five  fliort,  but  lharp  fr.rts;  at  the  bafe  of  each  of  which 
there  is  a fmall  filmy  fcale. 

Chives;  four  or  five  ; they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  grow  ou 
the  Tides  of  the  bloflom  under  the  fcales.  The  tips  are  very  fmall, 
Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  and  fupports  a iingle, 
tbread-fhaped  ihaft,  with  a blunt  fummit,  divided  into  three  or 
four  parts. 

W°II. 
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Seed-vessel  : a roundifh  berry,  which  is  black  when  ripe*, 
and  divided  into  four  cells. 

Seeds  : folitary,  roundifh,  with  a hunch  on  one  fide,  but 
flattened  on  the  other.. 


It  is  often  found  wild  in  woods  and  hedges,  commonly  in  low 
fituations,  orby  the  iides  of  brooks. 

There  is  a fyrup  prepared  from  the  berries  and  kept  in  the 
(hops,  about  an  ounce  of  which  is  a brifk  purge,  but  it  generally 
occafion8  fo  much  licknefs  and  griping  in  the  operation,  that  it 
i6  but  little  employed  for  that  purpofe  at  prefent.  Withering. 

It  is  principally  ufed  as  an  ingredient  in  the  compofition  of 
glyfters,  for  which  it  appears  to  be  very  well  adapted. 


B U G L E. 


Ajuga  Rep  tans,  14.  I. 


Root  : perennial,  and  compofcd  of  numerous  fibres ; fend- 
ing out  a number  of  creeping  fuckers  from  its  head,  which 
flrike  root,  and  help  to  propagate  the  plant. 

Stem  : Ample,  fquare,  upright,  and  eight  or  ten  inches  high. 

Leaves  : in  crofs  pairs;  they  are  egg-fliaped,  the  lower  ones 
being  fcolloped  on  the  edges,  and  furnifhed  with  leaf-ftalks, 
while  thofe  on  the  upper  part  of  the  ftem  are  nearly  entire, 
without  leaf-ftalks,  and  of  a purplifli  colour.. 

Flowers  r difpofedin  a long  leafy  fpike;  they  are  fmall  and 


^Flower-cup:  a Angle  leaf,  with  five  flight  notches;  the 

fegments  are  nearly  equal  in  fize. 

Blossom:  afinglc  petal  of  the  gaping  kind;  the  tube,  or 
lower  part,  is  cylindrical,  and  a little  crooked.  The  *'P 

very  fmall,  upright,  cloven,  and  blunt.  The  lower  lip  is  divided 
into  three  fegments,  the  middlemoft  of  which  is  large,  and  m- 
verfely  heart-fhaped,  the  two  outtide  ones  imall. 

Chives  : four  (two  fliort  and  two  long)  they  are  awl-fliaped, 
upright,  longer  than  the  upper  lip,  and  furmflied  with  double 

1 PPointal:  the  feed- bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  but  the 

fhaft  is  Angle,  thread-lhaped,  and  furniihed  with  two  fumm.ts. 

£ E D-* 
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•Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four;  they  are  longifh,  and  contained  in  the  bottom 

df  the  cup. 

’ It  is  very  common  in  meadow9  and  damp  pafttfres,  and  pro- 
■duces  its  flowers  in  May  and  the  fucceeding  months  of  fummer. 

The  leaves  on  being  chewed  manifeft  at  firft  a fweetifh  tafte, 
which  is  foon  followed  by  an  auftere  and  bitter  one.  An  infu- 
fion  of  them,  or  the  exprefied  juice,  is  good  for  wounds  and 
bruifes,  whether  internal  or  external.  They  are  of  a mild  aftrin- 
gent,  corrdborating  nature,  and  may  be  -ufed  to  advantage  in 
fluxes,  and  all  other  diforders  of  the  like  nature.  They  do  not 
however  bind  the  belly  in  a fimilar  manner  with  many  other 
plantsof  a like  nature,  but  rather  perform  their  office  by  ailing 
as  gentle  laxatives. 

The  roots  of  the  plant  are  more  aftringent  than  any  other 
part,  as  appears  not  only  from  the  tafte,  but  by  their  ftriking  r 
black  colour  with  vitriol  of  iron. 


BURDOCK. 

BURR,  CLOTT-BUR,  HURBURR. 

Aril  turn  Lappa , 19.  1, 

Root;  biennial,  long,  thick,  brown  on  the  outflde,  but  white 
within,  and  furnifhed  with  many  large  fibres. 

Stem.:  robuft,  furrowed,  very  march  branched,  of  a reddifh 
colour,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves:  very  large;  the  lower  ones  are  heart-fhaped,  fur- 
nifhed with  leaf-ftalks,  and  waved  at  the  edges  $ the  uppermo'ft 
oval,  and  (harp  pointed.  They  are  all  fet  pretty  thick  with  foft 
white  briflles,  and  are  of  a grevifh  green  colour. 

Flowers  : (landing  on  fruit-ftalks  which  proceed  from  the 
•bofom  of  the  leaves ; they  are  large,  of  the  compound  kind,  and 
their  predominating  colour  is  a faint  purple. 

Flower-cup  : cempofed  of  numerous  fharp  pointed,  or 
rather  prickly  feales  ; the  prickles  are  long,  and  hooked  at  the 
end. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  tubular  florets,  which  are 
very  long,  and  marked  with  five  deepifh  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Ki  Chives; 
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Chives;  five;  they  are  hair-like  and  very  fhort.  The  tips 
are  united  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder  equal  in  length  to  the 
florets,  and  notched  at  the  top. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  of  an  oblong  form,  with  feveral 
foft  hairs  at  the  end.  The  fhafts  are  thread-fbaped,  and  longer 
than  the  chives,  with  cloven  reflected  fummits. 

Seed-vessel;  wanting;  the  cup  clofes  and  performs  the 
office  of  that  part. 

Seeds:  folitary,  refembling  a pyramid  with  the  wrong  end 
uppermoft,  and  crowned  with  a Ample  feather,  which  is  not  fo 
long  as  the  feed. 

It  is  common  by  road  fides,  on  ditch-banks,  and  among  rub- 
bifh.  It  flowers  in  July  and  Auguft. 

A ftrong  infufion  of  the  roots  operates  powerfully  by  urine, 
and  is  good  in  the  jaundice  and  dropfy.  Hill. 

A deco&ion  of  the  roots  is  a great  fweetner  of  the  blood  and 
juices,  and  is  efteemed  by  fome  very  fenfible  phyficians  as  being 
greatly  fuperior  to  farfaparilla  for  that  purpofe.  (Withering . 

It  is  good  in  the  gravel,  /tone  in  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  and 
for  venereal  diforders : likewife  for  the  afthma,  and  thofe  of  con- 
fumptive  habits. 

BURNET. 


Sanguiforba  Officinalis , 4. 1. 

Root:  perennial;  it  is  long,  thick,  andfurnifhed  with  many 
fibres  of  a brownifh  colour. 

Leaves:  winged;  they  are  large  and  very  beau'iful,  each 
being  compofed  of  five  or  fix  pair  of  little  leaves,  which  ftand 
alternately  on  the  fides  of  the  middle  rib,  and  an  odd  one  at  the 
end.  They  ftand  on  longifh  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  fhort,  but 
broad,  notched  on  the  edges,  fharp  pointed,  and  of  a fine  green 
colour. 

Stem  : flender,  upright,  and  divided  towards  the  top  into 
feveral  branches.  It  rifes  to  the  height  of  two  feet,  and  is 
furnifiied  with  feveral  leaves  refembling  thofe  from  the  root. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  ftem  and  branches  in  egg-fhaped 
fpikes  ; they  are  final],  of  a faint  purple  colour,  and  have  a very 
peculiar  fainty  fmell. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  two  leaves,  which  are  very  fhort, 
and  ftand  oppofite. 

Blossom  : 
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Blossom  : a Tingle  flattifh  petal,  divided  into  foHr,  or  Tome- 
times  five  blunt,  egg-fhaped  fegments,  which  are  united  at  the 
bafe. 

Chives:  four  ; they  are  as  long  as  the  Tegments  of  the  blof- 
ibm,  broadeft  at  the  top,  and  terminated  by  fmall  roundifh  tips. 

Poixtal:  the  feed-bud  is  four-cornered,  and  fituated  be- 
twixt the  cup  and  the  bloffom.  The  fliaft  is  thread-fhaped,  and 
very  Ihort,  with  a blunt  fummit  refembling  a fmall  tuft  of 
purple  fringe. 

Seb d - vessel  : a fmall  capfule,  divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds  : very  minute. 

It  is  common  in  meadows  and  damp  paftijres,  flowering  in 
July  and  Auguft. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  a binding  nature;  the  leaves  are  fome- 
times  put  into  vvine  to  give  it  an  agreeable.flavour,  and  tbe  young 
fhoots  are  a good  ingredient  in  fallads.  Withering. 

Burnet  is  a cordial  and  promoter  of  fweat.  The  root  dried 
and  powdered  flops  purgings;  and  a ftrong  decodtion  of  it,  or 
thejuice  of  the  leaves,  is  good  for  the  fame  purpofes. 


B U R - R E E D. 

BUR-WEED. 

Sparganium  erchtum,  21.  3. 

Root  : perennial,  creeping,  and  fibrous. 

Leaves  : long,  narrow,  upright,  and  three-cornered  ; the 
fide6  being  concave,  and  the  whole  of  a frefh  green  colour. 

Stem:  round,  thick,  upright,  very  much  branched,  and  two 
or  three  feet  high. 

I- lowers:  placed  on  fruit-ftalks,  which  arife  from  the 
bofoms  of  the  leaves.  They  are  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame 
plant,  inconfiderable  in  fize,  and  ofa  greenifh  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  a roundifh  catkin,  com- 
pofed  of  numerous  little  cups,  formed  of  three  narrow  leaves. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  three;  hair-like,  as  long  as  the  cup,  and  termi- 
nated by  oblong  tips. 

Flower-cup  : and 

Blossom  : of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 

Poixtal  : 
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Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  ends  in  a fhort 
awl-fhaped  fhaft,  with  two  fharp  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : angular,  of  a pulpy  confidence,  and  termi. 
nating  in  a fharp  point. 

Seeds  : two  ; they  are  oblong,  angular,  and  almoft  of  a bony 
hardnefs. 

It  grows  in  ditches  and  wet  marfhy  places,  and  flowers  in 
July. 

The  unripe  fruit  is  the  part  to  be  made  ufe  of:  it  is  of  an 
aftringent  nature,  and  good  againft  all  kinds  of  fluxes  and 
hemorrhages.  The  bed  preparation  of  them  is  a ftrong  infa- 
fion  in  a rough  red  wine,  with  the  addition  of  a little  cinnamon, 
or  other  aromatic  fubftance.  Country  people  in  many  places 
brnife  and  apply  them  to  external  wounds ; they  likewife  make 
ufe  of  the  juice,  or  a deco&ion  of  them,  to  waft  old  ulcers 
with.  Hill. 

BUTTER-BUR. 

PESTILENT-WORT. 

Tejftlago  Putafites , 19.  1. 

Root  : long,  thick,  and  creeping  wide  beneath  the  furface 
of  the  ground.  It  is  white,  of  a tender  fubftance,  a ftrong  fmell, 
and  a bitter  aromatic  tafte. 

Stem:  bearing  flowers  only  ; it  rifes  before  the  leaves  make 
their  appearance,  and  is  very  thick,  of  a tender  fubftance,  with- 
out branches,  of  a pale  flefh  colour,  and  a foot  or  more  in  height. 

Flowers:  compound;  they  are  numerous,  but  not  very 
large,  (land  at  the  top  of  the  Item  in  a loofe  kind  of  fpike,  and 
are  of  a pale  flefh  colour. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  fifteen  or  twenty  narrow-pointed 

fcales.  , , , „ 

Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  tubular  llorets. 

Chives:  five:  hair-like,  very  ihort,  with  the  tips  united, 
and  forming  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fhort,  the  fhaft  thread  fhaped, 
longer  than  the  chives,  and  furnifhed  with  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed  vessel;  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  oblong,  comprefled,  crowned  with  a feather, 
which  ftands  on  a pillar. 
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It  is  found  in  moift  fituations  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  flowers  early  in  the  fpring. 

The  roots  of  this  plant  are  an  admirable  medicine  in  the  worft 
kind  of  fevers.  And  taken  early  prevents  thofe  bad  effects 
which  arife  from  the  ufe  of  improper  medicines.  I remember 
that  in  a fever  which  raged  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  proved 
very  fatal,  rt  was  ufual  for  the  phyfician  to  alk,  at  his  firft  vifit, 
if  the  patient  had  been  blooded,  and  if  he  was  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  told  the  relations  or  attendants  there  was  little  hope 
of  a recovery.  Bleeding  indeed  was  too  often  productive  of 
fatal  confequences  ; and  I fear  the  medicines  commonly  given 
on  the  firft  attack  were  little  lefs  fo.  The  difeafe  which  was  of 
the  putrid  kind  raged  at  the  fame  time  in  Germany,  and  while 
the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  fell  a facrifice  to  bleeding  and 
chemical  medicines,  they  recovered  and  lived  by  making  ufe  of 
Butter-bur. 

The  method  of  ufing  the  root  is  this : After  having  cut  away 
the  fibres  from  the  body  of  the  root,  and  waflied  it,  flice  two 
ounces  of  it  thin,  into  a clean  earthen  vefiel,  and  pour  on  it  a 
quart  of  boiling  hot  foft  water ; let  it  ftand  till  cold,  and  then 
pour-it  clear  off,  add  about  a quarter  of  a pint  of  mountain  wine 
to  it,  and  a little  fine  fugar,  and  let  a quarter  of  a pint  of  this 
betaken  every  fourth  hour:  the  fpirits  will  be  raifed,  the 
anguiih  and  depreflion  which  accompanies  thefe  kind  of  fevers, 
and  proclaim  their  fatility,  will  be  removed,  a kind  gentle  fweat 
willfoon  come  on,  every  bad  fymptom  will  vanifii,  and  the 
patient  will  fpeedily  recover  his  health. 

If  in  the  worft  of  cafes  a boil  or  bubo  ffiould  make  its  appear- 
ance under  the  arms,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  body,  make  an 
ordinary  poultice  of  white  bread  and  milk,  and  to  a half  pint 
bafon  of  it  add  a quarter  of  a pound  of  Butter-bur  roots,  bruifed, 
but  not  boiled,  together  with  a little  fallad  oil.  Apply  this  on 
the  part;  let  it  be  kept  warm,  and  renewed  frequently,  fo  will 
the  patient  have  all  the  chance  for  a recovery  which  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  admits.  I could  fay  much  more  on  this  fubjedt , but 
it  would  be  an  unneceffary  talk  to  prove  that  the  fun  gives 
light,  and  it  is  no  lefs  certain  that  this  root  is  the  belt  known 
remedy  for  putrid  and  peftilential  fevers.  Hill. 


CALAM1NT. 
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C A L A M I N T. 

Melijfa  Calamintba,  14.  ]. 

Root:  compofed  of  numerous  fibres,  which  are  of  a brow  n- 
ilb  colour. 

Stem:  hard,  upright,  covered  with  (liff  hairs,  very  much 
branched,  and  a foot,  or  eighteen  inches  high. 

Leaves  : growing  in  pairs  on  leaf  (talks;  they  are  of  an  ob- 
long figure,  irregularly  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark 
green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  clufters  from  the  bofoms  of  the  up- 
permoft  leaves:  they  ftand  on  fruit-ftalks,  which  are  frequently 
as  long,  and  fometimes  longer  than  the  leaves.  They  are  mo- 
derately large,  and  of  a bluilh  white  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  o(  a iingle  leaf,  which  is  nearly  bell- 
fhaped,  dry,  (kinny,  expanding,  angular,  and  marked  with 
thirteen  ribs ; at  the  mouth  it  is  divided  into  two  lips,  the  up- 
permoft:  of  which  is  cut  into  three  teeth,  and  reflected,  the  lower 
one  fhorter,  (harp-pointed,  and  divided. 

Blossom  : a Iingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a cylindri- 
cal tube,  open  at  the  mouth.  The  upper  lip  is  (liort,  upright, 
vaulted  or  arched,  of  a roundifli  figure,  and  notched  at  the  end. 
The  lower  lip  divided  into  three  fegments,  of  which  the  middle 
cine  is  largeft,  and  invcrfely  heart-fhaped. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl-(haped,  and  two  of  them  are 
as  long  as  the  blofiom,  but  the  other  two  only  half  as  long. 
The  tips  ftand  in  pairs,  and  are  very  fmall. 

Pojntal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts.  The 
(haft  thread-fhaped,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  ends  in  a (lender, 
cloven,  and  reflected  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting.  % 

Seeds  : four;  they  are  egg-fhaprd,  and  contained  in  the 
bofom  of  the  cup. 

It  is  found  by  the  fidcs  of  roads,  and  in  corn  fields,  and  pro- 
duces flowers  in  Auguft. 

A ftong  infufion  made  of  the  dried  leaves  is  ferviceable  in 
weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  and  removes  the  pains  and  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  bowels  ; it  is  likewife  good  in  hyftcrical  complaints, 
and  fupprefiions  of  the  menfes.  A conferve  made  of  the  young 
tops  may  be  ufed  for  the  fame  purpofes,  and  will  be  found 
equally  efficacious. 
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CALVE’ s-SNOUT. 

SNA  P-D  RAGON,  TOA  D-F  LAX. 

Antirrhinum  Linaria,  14.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  {lender,  creeping  a great  way  be- 
neath the  l'urface  of  the  ground,  of  a hardilh  confiftence,  and 
white. 

Stem  : round,  firm,  upright,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 
It  is  fometimes  quite  iimple,  but  more  commonly  divided  into 
feveral  branches. 

Leaves  : very  numerous,  fcattered,  long,  narrow,  entire  on 
the  edges,  withoucany  leaf-ftalks,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers:  large,  numerous,  and  very  beautiful;  they 
terminate  the  Item  and  branches  in  very  long  fpikes.  Their 
colour  is  an  elegant  pale  yellow,  with  a lhade  of  deep  orange 
in  fome  of  the  parts. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  five  oblong  fegments,  the  two 
lowermolt  of  which  fpread  more  than  the  others. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind.  The  tube  is 
of  an  oblong  figure,  with  a hunch  on  one  fide.  The  upper 
lip  is  cloven,  and  reflected  fideways.  The  lower  lip  divided 
into  three  blunt  fegments.  There  is  a honey-cup  at  the  bafe 
of  the  bloflom,  of  a confiderable  length,  extending  backwards, 
and  terminating  in  a {harp  point. 

Chives:  four;  two  fhort  and  two  long  ; they  nearly  equal 
the  blolfom  in  length,  and  are  inclofed  by  the  upper  lip.  The 
tips  are  fmall  and  woolly,  and  thofe  of  the  longer  chives  adhere 
together. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  fhaft  fimple,  and 
of  the  fame  length  with  the  chives,  having  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh,  or  egg-{haped  capfule,  divided 
internally  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  almoft  fiat,  and  circular. 

It  is  very  common  in  barren  paftures,  hedges,  and  culti- 
vated places,  and  is  in  bloflom  from  July  till  the  latter  end  of 
September. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  is  both  diuretic  and  purgative, 
and  an  ointment  prepared  from  them  gives  relief  in  the  piles. 
Withering . 

A decoction  of  the  whole  plant  in  ale  purges  brifkly,  and 
likewife  operates  by  urine,  and  is  frequently  found  ferviceable 
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in  the  jaundice,  and  beginning  of  dropfie?.  The  juice  of  thr 
leaves  is  good  for  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  and  cleanfes  old 
ulcerous  forea. 


CAMPHOR.  Tree. 


Laurus  Catr.phora,  9.  I • 

Root  : woody,  fmelling  very  flrong  of  the  Camphor. 

Stem:  tree-like,  branched,  and  covered  with  a rough 
brown  bark,  but  that  on  the  young  lhoots  is  fmooth  and  green. 

Leaves:  placed  alternately  on  fhort  leaf-flalks;  they  are 
large,  oval,  fharp  pointed,  entire  on  the  edges,  fmooth  on 
the  furface,  and  diftinguifhed  by  three  longitudinal  veins, 
which  unite  above  the  bafe.  They  are  of  a lively  (hining 
green  colour,  and  if  rubbed  between  the  fingers,  or  otherwife 
bruifed,  emit  a very  ftrong  fmell  of  Camphor. 

Flowers:  produced  in  fmall  clutters  from  the  bofoms  of 
the  leaves.  They  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  fix  egg-fhaped,  concave  petals. 
Handing  in  an  eredt  pofition,  with  a honey-cup,  confiding  of 
three  fmall  knobs  placed  round  the  feed-bud,  and  ending  in' 
two  brillly  fubdances. 

Chives  : nine;,  they  are  fhorter  than  the  bloffom,  a little 
comprefled,  blunt,  and  placed  in  three  orders;  the  tips  are 
connected  above  on  both  fides  to  the  edges  of  the  chives. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  nearly  egg-fhaped,  the  fliafc 
fimple,  equal  in  length  to  the  chives,  and  ending  in  an  obtufe 
fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a pulpy  berry  of  an  oval  pointed  figure;  it 
is  about  the  fize  of  a large  pea,  and  of  a purple  colour. 

Seed  : an  oval  nut,  containing  a kernel  of  the  fame.  form. 

It  is  a native  of  Japan,  and  feveral  other  parts  of  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  where  it  yields,  by  a chemical  procefs,  the  refinous 
fubftance  called  Camphor.  In  order  to  procure  which  they 
cut  the  wood  in  pieces,  and  put  it  into  a fort  of  fubliming 
veffel,  with  an  earthen  head,  filled  with  draw,  and  then  mak- 
ing a fire  underneath,  the  Camphor  afcends  in  form  of  a 
white  meal,  and  fixes  on  the  ftraw,  from  which  it  is  afterwards 
carefully  collected,  and  being  further  refined  afTumss  the  ap- 
pearance in  which  we  meet  with  it  in  the  fhops. 
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Camphor  is  of  a fragrant  fmel],  fomewhat  like  rofemary, 
but  confiderably  Aronger,  and  a bitter,  pungent,  aromatic 
tarte,  accompanied  with  a fenfation  of  coolnefs. 

It  is  one  of  the  moil  principal  ludorifics,  and  antilcep- 
tics  in  ufe.  In  acute  difeafes  it  is  frequently  given  from  a 
quarter  of  a grain  to  the  quantity  of  two  or  three  grains,  joined 
with  nitre  or  fome  other  faline  fubftance.  It  hath  an  anodyne 
narcotic  effett,  and  remarkably  diminifhes  the  irritability  of 
the  fyllem.  It  is  of  fo  fubtile  and  penetrating  a nature,  that 
it  almoll  inftantaneoufly  diffufes  itfelf  over  the  whole  body  in  a 
manner  perceptible  to  the  fenfes  ; and  is  an  excellent  medicine 
in  low  putrid  fevers,  efpecially  if  combined  with  the  dulcified 

mineral  acids.  _ . . . 

A folution  of  it  in  rettified  fpirits  of  wine,  in  the  proportion 
of  an  ounce  to  a pint  or  thereabouts,  is  frequently  applied 
fucceisfully  to  bathe  fuch  parts  as  are  affe&ed  with  rheumatic 
pains,  or  the  palfy  ; alfo  for  difperfing  hard  tumours,  and 
inflammations,  and  flopping  the  progrefs  of  mortifications. 
It  is  alfo  ufed  in  the  form  of  an  ointment  for  burns,  and  erup- 
tions of  the  Ikin.  1 aken  in  an  over  dofe  it  occafions  coldnefs 
of  the  extremities,  giddinefs,  and  pain  at  the  flomach,  the 
belt  remedy  for  which  is  an  emetic,  or  a draught  of  vinegar. 


CANELLA.  Bark  Tree. 

Winter  ana  Canel/a,  n.  I. 


Root  : woody. 

Stem:  tree-like,  growing  to  the  height  of  fifty  or  three- 
fcore  feet,  and  very  full  of  branches;  the  bark  is  of  a greyilh 
brown  colour. 

Leaves:  large,  oval,  pointed,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  loofe  fpikes,  or  tufts;  they  are 
numerous,  but  fmall,  and  of  a purple  colour. 

Flower-cup  : a Angle  bell-lhaped  leaf,  divided  into  three 
rounded  lobes. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  oblong  petals,  which  are  longer 
than  the  flower-cup,  with  a conical,  concave  honey-cup,  as 
long  as  the  bloflom,  and  lopped  at  the  extremity. 

Chives:  wanting.  The  tips  are  lixteen  in  number,  and 
grow  outwardly  to  the  honey-cup. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oval  figure,  and  included 
in  the  honey-cup.  The  lhaft  cylindrical,  and  furnifhed  with 
three  obtufe  fummits. 
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Seed-vessel  : a roundilh  berry,  divided  into  three  cells. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  fmall,  and  heart-fhaped. 

Lt  grows  in  Jamaica,  Antigua,  and  other  of  the  Caribbee 
Jflands.  The  bark  is  the  part  made  ufe  of,  and  ccnfifts  of 
two  parts.  The  outermoit  is  thin,  and  of  an  aih  grey  colour, 
with  here  and  there  a few  white  fpots,  and  feveral  (hallow 
furrows  running  in  various  diredlions  through  it,  of  a darker 
coiour.  J he  inner  bark  is  a good  deal  thicker,  of  a white 
colour,  and  a more  biting  and  aromatic  talle  than  the  other, 
and  not  at  all  glutinous  when  chewed,  but  dry  and  crumbling 
betwixt  the  teeth. 

It  is  of  a warm  penetrating  nature,  and  ferviceable  in  the 
pally,  the  fcurvy,  cholic,  &c.  either  taken  by  itfelf,  or  in 
conjundlion  with  other  medicines  of  a like  nature. 


CAPER  TREE. 


Capparis  Spitiofa,  13.  1. 

Roots  : woody. 

Stem:  Ihrubby,  weak,  trailing,  prickly,  tough,  and  two 
or  three  feet  in  length ; the  prickles  are  hooked  at  the  end. 

Leaves:  placed  alternately  on  the  Hem  ; they  are  large, 
of  a roundilh  figure,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a light  green 
colour. 

Flowers:.  large;  they  Hand  fingly  on  long  fruit-ftalks, 
and  are  of  a light  red,  or  flefh  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  fmall,  eggfhaped,  concave 
leaves,  of  a tough  leathcr-like  fubdance. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  large,  obtufe,  fpreading  petals. 

Chives:  numerous,  thread-like,  fpreading,  and  ending  in 
oblong  tips,  which  turn  about  in  every  direction. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  placed  on  a fhort  pedicle,  with- 
out any  lhaft.  The  fummit  is  obtufe,  and  feated  immediately 
on  the  feed-bud. 

Seed-vessel:  a hufky  berry,  fupported  on  a pedicle,  and 
furnifnea  with  only  one  cell. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  kidney-fhaped. 


It  is  common  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  France  and  Italy, 
flowering  in  May,  and  perfedling  its  fruit  in  the  latter  end 
of  fummer. 

The  Capers  made  ufe  of  in  pickle  are  the  buds  of  the 
flower,  which  after  being  gathered  and  laid  in  the  fun  to  dry 
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for  the  fpace  of  a day  or  two,  are  put  into  vinegar  for  eight 
days,  after  which  they  are  barrelled  up  for  ufe,  and  are 
efleemed  good  to  create  an  appetite,  provoke  urine,  and  help 
the  jaundice  and  dropfy.  The  bark  of  the  root  is  likewife 
good  either  taken  in  powder  as  infufion  for  the  fame  purpofes, 
and  is  further  recommended  in  hypochondriacal  complaints, 
and  indigeftions. 


CHAMMOMILE. 

Anthcmis  Nobilis,  19,  2. 

Roots-,  perennial;  compofed  of  numerous,  long,  thick, 
tough  fibres,  which  fpread  a confiderable  way  under  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ground. 

Stems:  weak,  trailing,  branched,  of  a pale  green  colour, 
and  a foot  or  more  in  length. 

Leaves:  divided  and  fubdivided  into  a multitude  of  fine 
fegments ; they  are  of  a lively  green  colour,  and  a fragrant 
fmell. 

Flowers:  numerous,  and  of  the  compound  kind;  they 
grow  fngly  on  long  fruit-ilalks,  which  terminate  the  Item  and 
branches;  and  are  large,  white  on  the  outfide,  but  yellow  in 
the  middle,  and  very  often  double. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  feveral  flrap-fhaped  fcales,  of 
nearly  an  equal  fize. 

Blossom  : confifting  of  numerous  florets,  which  are  of  two 
kinds ; thofe  in  the  center  are  tubular,  marked  with  five  flight 
notches  at  the  mouth,  and  contain  both  chives  and  pointals. 
J hofe  in  the  circumference  are  narrow,  flattifh,  pointed,  with 
frequently  three  notches  at  the  end,  and  contain  only  pointals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  hair-like,  very  fhort,  and  have 
their  tips  united  into  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  the  fhaft 
thread-fhaped,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  furnilhed  with  two 
refle&ed  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  unfurnifhed  with 
3 feather. 

It  grows  frequently  wild  in  meadows  and  damp  paftures, 
and  is  much  cultivated  in  gardens,  but  the  flowers  of  the 
latter  are  inferior  in  efficacy  to  the  others.  It  flowers  in 
Augull. 


The 
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The  leaves  and  flowers  have  a ftrong,  but  not  difagreeable 
fmell,  and  a bitterilh  tarte.  An  infufion  of  the  flowers  is 
often  ufed  in  diforders  of  the  ftomach,  and  as  an  antifpafmodic. 
If  taken  in  large  quantities  it  caufes  vomiting.  Large  dofes 
of  the  powdered  flowers  will  often  cure  agues  when  the  bark 
and  all  other  means  prove  ineffeftual.  Fomentations  and 
poultices  made  of  them  often  prove  beneficial  in  putrid  fore 
throats,  and  other  complaints  of  a like  nature;  and  applied 
externally,  or  taken  inwardly,  are  generally  found  to  give 
eafe  in  painful  diforders.  Withering. 

The  flowers  of  Chammomile  are  more  bitter  and  aromatic 
than  the  leaves,  and  the  yellow  middle  part  is  much  better 
for  ufe  than  the  white  outfide.  The  fmell  and  talle  appear  to 
be  improved  by  drying,  and  they  feem  to  lofe  but  little  of 
their  virtues  by  keeping. 

Independent  of  its  general  virtues  as  a bitter,  it  is  good  in 
different  kinds  of  the  cholic,  particularly  fuch  as  arife  from 
flatulencies  or  cold.  It  is  alfo  recommended  in  hyfterical  and 
hypochondriacal  diforders,  in  the  gravel,  and  intermitting 
fevers.  The  dofe  of  the  dried  flowers  in  fubftance  is  from  ten 
or  twelve  grains  to  half  a drachm,  or  more,  in  tea  two  or  three 
drachms.  The  expreffed  juice  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  the 
ffrangury,  afthma,  jaundice,  and  dropfy ; and  the  flowers  arc 
much  ufed  in  conjunction  with  other  ingredients  of  a like 
nature  to  provoke  fweating. 


CARDAMOM.  Plant. 


Amomum  Cardamomum,  1.  I. 

Roots  : perennial,  knotty,  and  furnilhed  with  feveral  large 
fibres,  which  proceed  from  its  lower  part. 

Stem:  thick,  robuft,  round,  fmooth,  and  hollow;  it  is  of 
a light  green  colour,  and  four  feet  high. 

Leaves:  very  long  and  narrow,  and  of  a pleafant  green 
colour. 

Flowers  : produced  on  Ihort  Hems,  which  arife  imme- 
diately from  the  root  of  the  plant,  and  are  deftitute  of  leaves, 
except  a few  fmall  filmy  fcales.  They  are  fmall,  and  their 
colour  is  greenilh. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  and  marked  with 
three  flight  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  a fingle  petal,  having  a fhort  tube, 
and  a border  divided  into  three  tegmcnts,  of  which  the  middle 
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one  is  largeft.  It  is  furnilhed  with  a honey-cup,  which  has 
Tome  refemblance  to  the  fegments  of  the  bloflbm. 

Chives:  oblong,  flat,  and  fimilar  to  die  divifions  of  the 
bloflom.  The  tip  is  flat,  and  clofely  connected  with  the  chive. 

Poiktal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  and  placed  beneath 
the  bloflom  ; it  fupports  a (lender,  thread-lhaped  fliaft,  which 
is  as  long  as  the  chive,  and  terminated  by  an  obtufe  furamit. 

Seed-vessel:  egg-lhaped,  with  three  corners;  it  is  of 
a leathry  fubltance,  and  contains,  in  three  feparate  cells, 
numerous 

Seeds  : of  a roundilh  figure,  and  an  aromatic  tafte. 

This  plant  is  a native  of  the  hotteft  parts  of  the  Eall-Indies, 
and  other  warm  countries. 

The  feeds  are  the  only  part  ufed  in  medicine,  and  when 
freed  from  their  hulks,  they  are  a grateful,  aromatic,  warm, 
but  not  fiery,  nor  fubjedt  to  heat  and  inflame  like  many  other 
feeds  of  a like  nature.  They  Ihould  never  be  feparated  from 
their  hulks  till  wanted  for  ufe,  for  in  that  cafe  they  lofe  much 
of  their  flavour  and  virtue.  They  are  an  excellent  cordial, 
and  peculiarly  grateful  to  the  llomach,  difperfing  wind,  creat- 
ing an  appetite,  and  ftrer.gthening  the  digeltive  faculties. 
There  is  a fpirituous  diftiled  water,  and  tindlure  of  them  kept 
in  the  (hops,  either  of  which  are  more  agreeable  than  the  feeds 
ihemfelves,  and  equally  efficacious.  A glafs  taken  after  eating 
flatulent  food,  is  ferviceable  in  preventing  or  removing  that 
difagret  able  erudlation  or  riling  which  frequently  fucceeds. 


CARLINE-THISTLE. 

Carlina  Vulgaris , 19.  1. 

Root  : biennial,  fpindle-lhaped,  hard,  and  furnilhed  with 
a few  ftiff  fibres. 

Stem:  upright,  firm,  cylindrical,  ribbed,  with  a dwelling 
jult  above  the  root;  it  is  of  a purple  colour,  flightly  downy, 
a foot  or  more  high,  and  divided  towards  the  top  in  a rundle- 
like  manner. 

Leaves:  very  numerous ; they  cover  the  whole  of  the  Hem, 
and  are  fmaller  towards  the  top  of  it  than  at  the  bafe.  They 
have  no  leaf-ftaiks,  but  are  deeply  jagged  and  notched  on  the 
edges,  and  armed  with  many  yellow  prickles. 
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Flowers  : compound,  and  fituated  both  at  the  extremities 
of  the  branches  and  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves;  they  are  large, 
and  of  a dirty  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  numerous,  fharp  pointed, 
flexible  fcales,  which  lie  over  each  other  like  the  tiles  on  a 
houfe.  They  are  of  a dry  confidence,  fringed  with  longifh 
hairs  at  the  bafe,  and  of  a purpleifh  colour  on  the  outfide,  but 
flraw  coloured  within. 

Blossom  : confuting  of  feveral  tubular  florets,  all  of  which 
are  furnifhed  with  chives  and  pointals,  and  marked  with  five 
flight  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  hair-like,  very  fhort,  and  have 
their  tips  united  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  very  fhort,  the  (haft  flcnder, 
equal  to  the  chives  in  length,  and  ending  in  an  oblong  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

iS.eeds:  folitary,  longifh,  and  crowned  with  a branched, 
downy  feather. 

It  affedis  dry  fituations,  and  produces  its  flowers  in  June. 

The  flowers  open  in  dry,  and  clofe  in  damp  weather,  and 
retaining  this  property  for  a confiderable  length  of  time  they 
are  frequently  employed  to  indicate  the  changes  in  the  hu- 
midity or  drynefs  of  the  atmofphere. 

It  is  ferviceable  in  hyfteric,  and  other  nervous  complaints, 
and  being  of  a diuretic  nature  may  prove  ferviceable  in  the 
beginning  of  dropfies.  The  powder  of  the  dried  root  is  faid 
to  kill  worms,  remove  obftru&ions  of  the  menfes,  and  prove 
ferviceable  in  defluxions  on  the  lungs,  or  other  parts  of  the 
body;  but  though  it  is  not  altogether  deftitute  of  virtues,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  too  many  are  attributed  to  it. 


CARAWAY. 

Car  inn  Caru,  5.  2. 

Root  : biennial,  long,  thick,  white,  and  of  a fweet,  but 
fomewhat  acrid  tafte., 

Stem:  round,  fcored  on  the  furface,  branched  towards  the 
top,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  long,  fmooth,  and  divided  into  numerous  winged 
fegments,  which  grow  in  crofs  pairs,  and  are  flat  and  pointed. 

They 
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They  ftand  on  long  Ieaf-ftalks,  with  a lharp  prominent  keel 
or  rib  on  the  under  fide. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  and  branches  in  rundles, 
confiding  for  the  moft  part  of  ten  fpokes,  and  furnilhed  at 
the  bale  with  a general  fence  of  a Angle  leaf.  Their  colour 
is  white. 

Flower- cup  : fcarcely  perceptible. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall,  heart-fhaped,  blunt, 
unequal  petals.  Thofe  in  the  center  of  the  umbel  are  fre- 
quently deftitute  of  both  chives  and  pointals,  confequently 
prove  barren. 

Chives:  five,  they  are  hair-like,  as  long  as  the  petals,  and 
furnilhed  with  very  minute,  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
fupports  two  very  fmall  (hafts,  with  Ample  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connected,  of  an  oblong  lhape,  a 
little  convex  on  the  one  fide,  and  fcored,  but  flat  on  the  other. 

ft  is  faid  to  grow  wild  in  fome  parts  of  England,  but  it  is 
very  uncommon.  It  produces  its  flowers  in  May  and  June. 

The  feeds  are  the  parts  which  are  commonly  employed  in 
medicine.  They  are  of  an  agreeable  aromatic  finell,  and  3 
warm  pungent  tafte ; given  in  fubftance  from  a fcruple  to  half 
a drachm,  they  difpel  wind  from  the  ftomach,  and  greatly 
flrengthen  that  organ.  Lewis. 

The  feeds  are  ufed  in  cakes  for  the  fake  of  their  flavour, 
and  were  formerly  recommended  to  be  taken  by  l'uch  as  had 
pale  complexions,  and  wifhed  to  improve  them  ; nor  is  their 
ufe  in  fuch  cafes  altogether  laid  afide  in  the  prefent  day. 
They  are  frequently  found  ferviceable  in  the  ague,  and  abound 
with  an  eflential  oil,  which  is  a good  antifpafmedic  and  car- 
minative. Withering. 

They  are  excellent  in  tha  cholic  and  other  diforders  of  the 
flomach,  and  are  no  defpicable  remedy  for  flight  paralitic 
complaints.  The  root  while  young  and  tender  is  by  many 
efleemed  a delicacy.  The  feeds  bruifed  and  made  into  a poul- 
tice take  away  black  and  blue  marks,  occafioned  by  falls  and 
bruifes,  and  are  good  in  hyfteric  fits. 
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CARROT. 

BIRD’s-NEST. 

Daucus  Car ota,  5.  2: 

Root  : biennial,  long,  white,  fending  out  feveral  fmall 
fibres,  and  of  a fweetifh  tafte. 

Stem  : round,  firm,  furrowed,  upright,  branched,  and 
about  two  feet  high. 

Leaves  : divided  and  fubdivided  into  a multitude  of  flender 
fegments,  which  are  a little  hairy,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowe  r.s  : Handing  at  the  tops  of  the  branches  in  fmall 
roundifh  rundles  ; they  are  fmaU  and  white.  There  is  a leafy 
fence  at  the  bafe  of  each  rundle,  confiding  of  feveral  ftrap- 
fhaped  leaves,  deeply  cut  and  jagged  on  the  edges. 

Flower-cup:  very  minute. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall,  heart-fhaped  petals, 
which  are  bent  inwards. 

Chlves  :.  five;  they  are  hair-like,  fhort,  and  furnifhed 
with  fimple  tips. 

Pointal  r the  feed-bud  is  very  fmall,  and  fituated  below 
the  blofl’om  ; the  fhafts  are  two  in  number,  refle&ed,  and  end 
in  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower;  they  are  connected,  eg g- 
fhaped,  convex,  and  covered  with  ftrong  rough  hairs  on  the 
one  fide,,  but  flat  on.  the  other. 

It  is  common  in  dry  fandy  paflures,  and  flowers  from  June 
till  the  latter  end  of  Auguft. 

This  plant  in  a flate  of  cultivation  is  the  well  known  garden 
Carrot,  whofe  roots  are  fo  frequently  feen  at  our  tables.  The 
feeds  are  of  a light  aromatic  fmell,  and  a warm  pungent,  tafte. 
Infufed  in  malt  liquor  while  working  in  the  vat,  they  com-, 
municate  aa  agreeable  flavour  to  it,  and  render  it  an  ufeful 
diet  drink  in  the  feurvy,  and  other  fimilar  diforders.  Lewis 

They  have  been  fometimes  ufed  as  diuretics,  apd  to  dif- 
perfe  wind  in  the  ftomach,  and  there  are  many  inftances  of 
their  affording  relief  in  the  ftone  and  gravel.  Withering . 

They  operate  powerfully  by  urine,  and  arc  excellent  in 
ojiftruftions  of  the  vifeera,  the  jaundice,  and  in  the  beginning 

of 
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of  dropfles.  A poultice  made  of  the  roots  has  been  found  to 
mitigate  the  pain  of  foul  cancerous  ulcers,  and  take  away  the 
intolerable  Itench. 

CASSIA - BARK.  Tree. 

Laurus  Caffia,  9.  I. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem  : tree-like;  covered  with  a brownilh  bark,  and  fup- 
porting  numerous  fpreading  branches. 

Leaves  ; numerous,  evergreen,  of  an  oval  figure,  pointed 
at  both  ends,  with  three  longitudinal  veins,  or  nerves,  on  the 
furface,  which  is  of  a dark  fluning  green  colour. 

Flowers:  fmall,  and  whitifh. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  fix  egg-lhaped,  concave  petals,  in 
two  feries  or  rows. 

Chives:  commonly  nine  ; they  are  Ihorcer  than  the  blof- 
fom,  flat,  and  blunt,  with  broadifli  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oval  figure,  with  a Ample 
lhaft,  fomething  longer  than  the  chives,  ending  in  an  obtufe, 
oblique  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong,  pointed  fruit,  of  a pulpy  con- 
fidence, with  only  a Angle  cell. 

Seed;  an  egg-fhaped,  pointed  nut,  containing  a kernel  of 
the  fame  form. 

It  is  a native  of  the  EaU-lndies. 

The  bark  of  the  young  branches  is  ufed  in  medicine,  and 
it  very  much  refembles  cinnamon  in  colour,  fmell,  and  tafle, 
but  is  not  fo  pungent,  and  leaves  a glutinous  or  mucilaginous 
matter  in  the  mouth  when  chewed. 

It  poflefles  the  virtues  of  cinnamon  as  a cordial,  but  in  a 
weaker  degree  ; but  in  purgings  and  fluxes  it  appears  from  its 
mucilaginous  nature  to  be  preferable  to  cinnamon  ; the  powder 
of  it  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  all  fuch  cafes,  and  deferves  to 
be  ufed  more  frequently  than  it  is  at  prefent- 
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CASHEW-NUT.  Tree. 

WEST-INDI  AN-BEAN, 

Anacardium  Occidentalis,  9.  I. 

Root:  woody. 

Stem:  tree-like,  tall,  and  very  much  branched;  the  bark 
is  rough,  full  of  cracks,  and  of  a pale  colour,  and  the  wood 
is  very  brittle. 

Leaves  : very  large,  and  beautiful;  they  are  about  half  a 
foot  in  length,  three  inches  broad,  entire  on  the  edges,  blunt 
at  the  extremities,  and  placed  in  an  alternate  order  on  the 
branches.  They  are  furnifhed  with  Ihort  leaf-ftalks,  beau- 
tifully veined  on  the  furface,  and  of  a lively  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  tufts  at  the  ends,  and  from  the 
fides  of  the  branches ; fingly  they  are  final  I,  and  their  colour 
is  white. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  five  fegments,  or  compofed  of 
live  diftinft  leaves,  which  are  egg-lhaped,  and  acutely  pointed. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  narrow  petals,  which  are  twice 
the  length  of  the  fiower-cup,  and  refle&ed. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  hair-like,  fhorter  than  the  cup, 
and  fupport  fmall  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  the  ftiaft  awl-fhaped, 
as  long  as  the  petals,  and  terminated  by  an  oblique  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting^  The  receptacle  of  the  flower  is 
of  a flefhy  fubftance,  refembling  a large  pear. 

Seed;  a large  nut,  which  is  kidney-lhaped,  and  placed  at 
the  top  of  the  receptacle. 

It  is  "frequent  in  Jamaica  and  other  parts  of  the  Weft- Indies, 
but  Brafil. appears  to  be  its  native  place,  there  it  produces  its 
flowers  in  Auguft,  and  ripe  fruit  in  December,  which,  when 
roalted,  is  nearly  as  good  as  an  almond.  The  Iheil  abound? 
with  an  acrid  oil,  which  cures  tetters,  ringworms,  and  other 
like  eruptions,  by  only  anointing  them  therewith.  Motherly. 

The  infide  of  the  flefhy  receptacle,  which  is  commonly 
called  the  cherry,  is  ftringy,  and  full  of  an  auftere,.  acid,  but 
pleafant  j uice,  which  the  Americans  employ  in  making  punch, 
as  we  do  that  of  lemons.  When  the  Wcft-Indian  ladies 
imagine  their  beauty  too  much  impaired  by  the  fcorching  ra>  - 
of  the  fun,  they  ferape  oft  the  outfide  fkin  of  the  nut,  and 

then  rub  their  faces  and  hands  all  over  with  it,  which  foon 

after 
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after  fwell  and  grow  black,  and  in  five  or  fix  days  after  the 
fkin  has  been  thus  poifoned,  it  comes  off  the  face  or  other 
parts  in  large  flakes.  This  operation  prevents  their  appearance 
in  public  for  the  full  fpace  of  a fortnight,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  the  new  fkin  looks  as  fair  as  that  of  a young  child. 

The  flaves  and  negroes  in  Brafil  cure  themfelves  of  diforders 
in  the  ftomach  (to  which  they  are  very  fubjedt)  by  eating  the 
flefhy  part  of  the  fruit,  the  acidity  .of  which  cuts  the  tough 
humour  which  prevent  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood  and 
juices,  and  thus  removes  the  complaint  by  deftroying  itscaufe. 
It  is  however  neceflity,  not  choice,  which  leads  the  negroes  to 
the  ufe  of  this  fruit,  which  they  are  far  from  being  fond  of, 
but  their  matters,  the  Portuguefe,  deny  them  every  other  kind 
of  fuftenance,  and  letting  them  loofe  to  the  woods  where  this 
fruit  grows  in  the  greateft  plenty,  leave  them  tochoofe  whether 
they  will  perilh  with  hunger,  or  fatisfy  the  calls  of  nature  with 
this  fruit.  Being  conftrained  to  this,  in  a fevv  days  they  re- 
cover from  their  indifpofition  and  return  to  their  matters,  with 
health  and  vigour  fuflicient  to  perform  the  labour  ufually 
allot  Lv  d them.  Milne. 

CATMINT.  Nep. 

Nepeta  Cat  aria,  14.  1. 

Root:  perennial,  fibrous,  and  creeping. 

Stem  : fquare,  firm,  upright,  branched,  of  a dufky  whitifh 
colour,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  produced  in  pairs;  they  grow  on  fhort  leaf-Aalks, 
and  are  large,  of  an  oblong  figure,  broad  at  the  bafe,  fharply 
notched  on  the  edges,  pointed  at  the  extremity,  and  of  a 
whitiih  green  colour,  and  a very  ttrong  fmell. 

Flowers:  growing  in  whorls  at  the  top  of  the  ttem  ; they 
form  a long  fpike,  and  are  fmall,  and  of  a white  colour, 
fpotted  with  purple. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  tubular  leaf,  with  five  notches  at 
the  mouth;  the  fegments  are  (harp,  and  ftand  ere£l;  the 
uppermoft  are  the  largeft,  and  the  lowermoll  the  moll  ex- 
panded ; the  whole  is  covered  with  a downy  fubttance,  and 
marked,  with  fmall  green  ribs. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a crooked 
cylindrical  tube,  which  expands  at  the  mouth,  and  is  divided 
into  two  very  fhort  blunt  fegments  ; the  uppermoft  lip  is 
roundifh,  upright,  and  notched  at  the  end  ; the  lowermoll 

large, 


86 


family  herbal. 

large,  circular,  concave,  entire,  and  a little  fcolloped  at  the 
edges,  with  a fmall  tuft  of  white  briftles  at  the  bafe. 

Chives:  four;  two  long  and  two  Ihort;  they  are  awl- 
ihaped,  and  covered  by  the  upper  lip  of  the  bloffom.  The 
tips  are  purple,  and  fixed  Tideways  to  the  chives. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  cleft  into  four  parts,  but  the 
{haft  is  Tingle,  thread -fhaped,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  ter- 
minated by  a cloven  furamit,  the  divifions  of  which  are  very 
{harp. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : four  after  each  bloflom  ; they  are  egg-lhaped,  and 
contained  in  the  bottom  of  the  cup. 


It  grows  in  paflures  and  hedges,  but  is  not  very  common. 
The  blofloms  appear  in  July  and  Auguft.  __ 

An  infufion  of  the  plant  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  fup- 
preflions  of  the  menfes,  fo  alfo  is  the  expreffed  juice,  and 
may  be  taken  to  the  quantity  cf  two  ounces  for  a dofe. 
Withering. 

It  is  good  in  nervous  diforders,  and  the  young  tops  made 
into  a conferve  are  ferviceable  in  that  troublefome  complaint, 
the  night  mare.  Hill. 

\ It  is  a good  female  medicine,  and  may  be  ufed  with  ad- 
vantage in  hyfteric  and  other  fits.  The  infufion  moderately 
promotes  the  menfes  when  fupprefled,  and  the  evacuations 
after  delivery.  There  is  fomething  peculiarly  pleafing  to  cats 
in  the  fmell  of  this  plant,  and  it  is  a matter  of  no  fmall 
difficulty  to  keep  them  out  of  a place  where  any  of  it  grows. 

CELANDINE. 


Chelidonium  Majus,  13.  I. 

Root:  biennial,  or  perennial;  it  is  long,  thick,  divided, 
furniflied  with  numerous  fibres,  and  full  of  a thick  yellow 


juice.  . , 

Stem:  round,  weak,  branched,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 
Leaves:  large  and  numerous;  they  are  of  the  winged 
kind,  and  each  confills  of  three  or  four  pair  of  fmaller  leaves, 
with  an  odd  one  at  the  end  of  the  middle  rib. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches;  they  are  placed  on 
{hort,  tender  fruit-ftalks,  and  are  fmall,  and  of  a gold  yellow 


colour. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  two  concave,  egg-fhaped  leaves. 


which  fall  off  as  foon  as  the  flower  expands. 

z 
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Blossom:  formed  of  four  large,  flat,  fpreading  petals, 
which  are  narrower  at  the  bafe  than  at  the  extremity. 

Chives:  about  thirty  in  number;  they  are  flat,  broadeft 
at  the  top,  fhorter  than  the  bloflbm,  and  terminated  by  double 
tips,  of  an  oblong,  blunt,  and  compreffed  form.  Handing 
upright. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  a cylindrical  figure,  and  as 
long  as  the  chives;  the  (haft  is  wanting,  but  the  feed-bud  is 
crowned  with  a cylindrical  fummit,  with  a flight  cleft  or  notch 
at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel:  a long  flender  pod. 

Seeds:  numerous,  egg-fhaped,  and  fhining. 

Tt  is  common  in  hedges,  and  rough  fhady  places  among  rub- 
bifh,  flowering  in  May  and  June. 

The  juice  of  this  plant  is  very  acrid,  and  will  cure  tetters, 
ring-worms,  &c.  It  deflroys  warts,  cures  the  itch,  and' other 
cutaneous  eruptions,  and  diluted  with  milk,  confumes  white 
opake  fpots  in  the  eyes.  Withering. 

It  is  an  admirable  medicine  in  obflruftions  of  the  vifcera. 
The  root  beat  into  a conferve  with  fugar,  operates  both  by 
ftool  and  urine,  and  is  good  in  the  jaundice.  An  infufion  of 
the  fliced  roots  is  a cordial,  and  greatly  promotes  perfpiration, 
and  the  juice  both  taken  inwardly  and  applied  externally,  i3 
faid  to  be  Angularly  ufeful  in  diforders  of  the  eyes.  The  root 
dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  is  fometiines  given  to  the  quan- 
tity of  half  a drachm  for  a dofe  in  the  bloody  flux,  and  other 
haemorrhages.  Hill. 

Both  the  roots  and  leaves  of  the  Celandine  have  a very  acrid 
and  fomewhat  bittcrifh  tafle,  which  is  however  much  the 
ilrongeft  in  the  roots.  The  plant  is  often  made  ufe  of  in 
obllinate  jaundices,  dropfies,  fupprefnon  of  the  menfes,  and 
other  diforders  ; but  the  utmofl  caution  fhould  be  made  ufe  of 
in  the  adminiftration  of  a medicine  fo  highly  acrimonious  and 
irritating. 
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j 

C E N T O R Y. 

Cbirotiia  Centaurium,  5.  1. 

Root:  annual;  it  is  fmall,  long,  divided  into  many  parts, 
and  furnilhed  with  numerous  fibres. 

Stem:  flender,  branched,  and  fix  or  eight  inches  high; 
branches,  upright,  fometimes  fimple,  and  at  other  times  Tub- 
divided  into  a number  of  lefTer  branches. 

Leaves:  produced  in  crofs  pairs;  they  are  of  an  oblong 
figure,  fmooth,  undivided  at  the  edges,  of  a pale  green  colour, 
and  deflitute  of  leaf-ftalks. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  a kind  of  rundle; 
they  are  but  fmall  confidered  fingly,  but  their  number,  and 
colour,  which  is  a bright  beautiful  red,  render  them  fufficiently 
confpicuous. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  deeply  divided  into 
five  fegments,  which  are  oblong,  but  fharp  pointed,  and  Hand 
in  an  erett  pofition. 

Blossom  : a Tingle  petal,  with  a narrow  tube,  and  a border  - 
divided  into  three  egg-fhaped,  expanding  fegments. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  broad,  ftiort,  and  grow  from  the 
top  part  of  the  tube  ; the  tips  are  large,  of  an  oblong  figure, 
and  hand  upright. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped;  the  fhaft  thread- 
like, a little  longer  than  the  chives,  and  furnilhed  with  a 
knobbed  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-fhaped  capfule,  divided  internally 
into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  very  numerous,  and  fmall. 

It  grows  plentifully  in  barren  paftures,  and  flowers  in  the 
middle  of  fummer.  I have  frequently  Town  the  feeds  in  a 
garden,  but  could  never  procure  any  plants  from  them  by  fo 
doing,  while  feeds  Town  from  the  fame  gathering  among  grafs 
have  vegetated  freely. 

The  whole  plant  is  bitter,  but  not  unplcafantly  fo ; an  in- 
fufion  of  it  is  sin  excellent  ftomachic  medicine;  it  ftrengthens 
the  digeflive  faculties,  excites  an  appetite,  opens  obftruftions 
of  the  vifcera,  helps  the  jaundice,  kills  worms,  and  cures  the 
ague.  A decodlion  of  the  whole  plant  kills  lice  in  any  part  of 
the  body,  and  cures  the  itch. 
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CELERY. 

SMALLAGE. 
upturn  Graveolens,  5.  2. 

Root:  biennial,  long,  thick,  and  divided,  of  a white 
colour,  a firong  frnell,  and  a pleafant  tafte. 

Stem:  angular,  thick,  upright,  (cored  on  the  furface, 
branched,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves  : winged  ; they  confift  of  three  or  four  pair  of  finall 
leaves,  with  an  odd  one  at  the  end  of  the  middle  nb,  each  of 
thefe  is  deeply  divided  into  three  parts,  which  are  notched  on 
the  edges,  and  of  a fine  lively  green  colour. 

Flowers:  difpofed  in  rundles  at  the  extremities  of  the 
branches ; they  are  fmall,  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  very  minute.  There  is  fometimes  a fence 
of  two  or  three  fmall  leaves  at  the  bafe  of  each  diviiion  of  the 
rundle,  which  at  other  times  is  wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  circular  petals ; they  are 
equal  in  (ize,  and  bend  inwards. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  fimple,  and  furnilhed  with  fmall 
round  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflom,  and 
fupports  two  (lender,  refledled  (hafts,  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connefted  together,  of  an  oblong 
figure,  fcored  on  one  fide,  but  plain  on  the  other. 

It  delights  in  low  marlhy  fituations,  and  flowers  in  Auguft. 

The  root,  in  its  wild  (late,  is  of  an  acrid,  noxious  nature, 
but  culture  takes  away  thofe  properties,  and  renders  the  plant 
mild  and  efculent.  The  lower  part  of  the  ftem  and  leaf-ftalks 
blanched,  by  being  covered  up  with  earth,  are  eaten  either 
raw,  dewed,  or  boiled  in  foups,  and  are  excellent  antifeor- 
butics.  Withering. 

The  roots  operate  by  urine,  and  are  good  in  fits  of  the  done 
or  gravel,  and  in  obdrudtions  of  the  vifeera.  A flrong  decoc- 
tion of  them  is  the  mod  effectual  preparation.  Hill. 

The  feeds  are  of  a warm  carminative  nature;  they  difperfe 
wind  in  the  flomach  and  bowels,  and  operate  more  powerfully 
by  urine  than  any  other  part  of  the  plant. 
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CHERRY.  Tree. 


Prutius  Cerafus,  \z.  I. 

Root:  woody. 

Stem:  tree-like,  tall,  thick,  covered  with  a rough  brown 
bark,  and  divided  into  numerous  fpreading  branches. 

Leaves:  numerous.  Handing  alternately  on  the  young 
rtioots,  of  an  oval  figure,  with  (harp  points;  they  are  finely 
notched  on  the  edges,  and  fmooth  on  the  furface. 

Flowers  : produced  in  clurters  from  the  Tides  of  the  lafl 
year’s  (hoots;  they  are  large  and  white. 

Flower- cup:  a fingle  bell-fhaped  leaf,  divided  into  five 
blunt,  concave  fegments. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  petals,  which  are  large,  cir- 
cular, concave,  and  attached  by  their  claws  to  the  cup. 

Chives:  from  twenty  to  thirty  in  number;  they  are  awl- 
Ihapcd,  nearly  of  the  fame  length  with  the  petals,  attached  to 
the  fides  of  the  cup,  and  terminated  by  fiiort  double  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  and  fupportsa  thread- 
Ihaped  (haft,  with  a circular  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  of  a pulpy  confidence,  and  a roundifh  figure; 
it  is  red,  or  black  when  ripe. 

Seed:  a nut  or  Hone,  which  is  roundifh,  but  a little  com- 
prefied,  and  contains  a kernel  of  the  fame  figure. 

It  loves  a Tandy  foil,  and  an  elevated  fituation,  and  flowers 
in  May. 

The  gum  which  is  found  on  the  trunk  and  branches  is  of 
the  fame  nature  with  Gum  Arabic,  and  may  be  ufed  for  the 
fame  purpofes,  as  in  the  ftrangury,  heat  of  urine,  & c. 

A garrifon  confiding  of  more  than  a hundred  men  were  kept 
alive  during  a fiege  of  two  months,  without  any  other  food 
than  this  gum,  a little  of  which  they  frequently  took  in  their 
mouths,  and  fufrered  it  to  diflblve  gradually.  Hajfelquiji. 

The  kernels  were  formerly  fuppofed  to  poflefs  very  great  and 
Angular  efficacy  in  apoplexies,  palfies,  and  nervous  diforders 
in  general ; and  a water  diffciled  from  them  was  long  made 
ufe  of  as  a remedy  for  thofe  fits  which  young  children  are 
frequently  troubled  with.  But  fince  the  poifonous  qualities 
of  laurel  water  (another  fpecies  of  cherry)  have  been  dif- 
covered,  it  has  been  found  that  the  water  drawn  from  the 
kernels  of  black  cherries,  when  made  ftrong,  is  little  lefs 

noxious. 
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noxious,  and  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  many  hun- 
dreds of  children  have  loft  their  lives  by  this  unfufpefted 
medicine. 

CHERRY.  Winter. 

P by  falls  Alkekengl,  5.  I. 

Root  : perennial,  final!,  white,  and  creeping  under  the 
furface  of  the  ground. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  divided  into  many  branches, 
and  two  feet  high. 

Leaves;  growing  in  pairs;  they  are  large,  broad  at  the 
bafe,  with  a deep  hollow  for  the  reception  of  the  leaf-ftalk, 
which  is  very  long,  (harp  pointed,  undivided  at  the  edges, 
with  a kind  of  woollinefs  on  the  furface. 

Flowers  : fituated  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves ; they  (land 
on  long  fruit- (lalks,  and  are  large  and  white. 

Flower- cup:  five  cornered ; it  confilts  of  a fingle  leaf, 
which  is  divided  into  five  fmall,  pointed  legments. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  a fingle  petal,  with  a very  (hort 
tube,  and  a large  fiat  border,  cut  into  five  broad,  pointed 
fegments. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  very  fmall,  with 
oblong  upright  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh  ; the  (haft  thread-like, 
and  longer  than  the  chives,  and  the  (ummits  blunt. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundi(h  berry,  divided  into  two  cells,  and 
inclofed  by  the  large  inflated  flower-cup. 

Seeds:  numerous,  kidney -(haped,  and  compreiied. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  but  is  kept 
in  our  gardens,  where  it  flouri(hes  very  well,  and  flowers  in 
June. 

The  berries  are  the  only  part  of  the  plant  that  is  ufeful  in 
medicine  ; they  are  to  be  freed  from  their  hu(ks  and  dried,  and 
then  given  in  powder  ordecodtion,  they  operate  by  urine,  and 
are  good  in  the  gravel,  and  ltrangury  ; alfo  in  the  jaundice, 
and  beginning  of  dropfies,  and  other  complaints  which  arife 
from  obllrudlion  of  the  vifcera. 
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CHERVIL. 

WILD  CICELY,  COW-WEED,  COW-PARSLEY. 

Cheropbyllum  Sy Ivefl re,  5.  2. 

Root:  annual,  fometimes  biennial,  or  perennial;  it  is 
long,  thick,  white,  warm,  and  agreeable  to  the  tafte. 

Leaves  : which  proceed  immediately  from  the  root,  large, 
and  divided  into  many  broad  fegments,  which  are  notched  at 
the  edges,  of  a dark  green  colour,  and  an  agreeable  fmell. 

Stem:  fmooth,  fcored  on  the  furface,  fwoln  at  the  joints, 
branched,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Flowers:  difpofed  in  rundles  at  the  extremities  of  the 
branches;  they  are  fmall,  and  at  their  firft  appearance  of  a 
yellowifh  colour,  but  they  grow  whiter  afterwards. 

Flower-cup:  imperceptible. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  heart-fiiaped  petals,  with  lharp 
points  bending  inwards ; the  outfide  petals  are  largeft. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  fimple,  longilh,  and  furnilhed 
with  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflom;  it 
fupports  two  refle&ed  lhafts,  which  are  terminated  by  obtufe 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : two  ; of  an  oblong  form,  convex  on  the  one  fide, 
and  fiat  on  the  other. 

It  grows  plentifully  in  hedges  and  rich  paflures,  flowers  in 
April,  and  the  fucceeding  months. 

The  roots  are  faid  to  be  poflefled  of  noxious  qualities.  The 
feeds  operate  by  urine,  and  are  good  in  obftruftions  of  the 
vifcera.  Rabbits  and  cows  are  extremely  fond  of  the  leaves, 
and  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom  they  are  made  ufe  of  as  pot- 
herbs in  times  of  fcarcity. 

CHESNUT.  Tree. 

SPANISH  CHESNUT. 

Fagus  Cajlanea,  zi.  8. 

Stem:  trec-like;  it  is  tall,  thick,  divided  at  the  top  into 
many  fpreading  branches,  and  covered  with  a fmooth  grey 
bark. 


Leaves  : 
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Leaves:  long,  broad,  notched  on  the  edges,  fharp  pointed, 
and  of  a beautiful  dark  green  colour.  They  hand  on  fhort 
leaf-ftalks,  in  an  alternate  order. 

Flowers  : barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  tree. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  formed  of  a Angle 
leaf,  which  is  bell-fhaped,  and  divided  into  five  parts.  Several 
of  them  are  attached  to  a long  receptacle,  fo  as  to  relemble  a 
catkin. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  about  fourteen ; they  are  as  long  as  the  cup,  and 
have  oblong  tip.s. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  placed  in  a bud,  and 
compofed  of  a Angle  leaf,  with  four  ftiarp  upright  teeth. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  inclofed  by  the  cup;  and  fup- 
ports  three  awl-fhaped  fhafts,  with  Ample  fummits,  which  are 
a little  bent  backwards.' 

Seed-vessel:  a large  capfule,  or  hulk,  formed  of  the  cup, 
and  covered  with  foft  prickles. 

Seeds:  two  nuts,  of  an  oval  figure,  with  three  corners, 
containing  a large  efculent  kernel. 

It  is  almoft  every  where  cultivated,  and  flowers  in  the  month 
of  May. 

There  is  a thin  Ikin  fpread  over  the  kernels,  which  taftes 
rather  auitere,  and  is  the  part  to  be  ufed  in  medicine.  rl  his 
Ikin  feparated  from  the  nut  before  it  is  ripe,  and  dried,  is  of 
a very  allringent,  binding  nature,  and  is  good  for  fluxes,  and 
immoderate  difehaxges  of  the  menfes. 

CHICK-WEED. 

CHICKEN- WEED. 

A! fine  Media,  5.  3. 

Root:  annual,  fmall,  white,  and  compofed  of  numerous 
fibres. 

Stems:  very  numerous;  they  are  round,  full  of  juice,  a 
foot  or  more  in  length,  and  trail,  for  the  moll  part  along 
the  ground. 

Leaves  : placed  in  pairs  on  long  Ieaf-flalks ; they  are  of  an 
oval  figure,  entire  on  the  edges,  of  a tender  fubftance,  and  a 
frelh  green  colour. 


Plowers  s 
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Flowers  : fmalJ,  and  white  ; they  rife  from  the  bofoms  of 
the  leaves  toward  the  upper  part  of  the  (tern,  and  are  fupported 
on  long  fruit-ftalks.  • 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  five  concave,  oblong,  tapering 
leaves. 

Blossom:  five  petals,  which  are  longer  than  the  cup,  and 
notched,  or  divided  at  the  extremity. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  llender,  and  have  roundifh 
tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  nearly  egg.fhaped,  and  furnifiied 
with  three  {lender  fhafts,  the  fummits  of  which  are  blunt. 

Seed-vessel  : an  egg-fhaped  capfule,  covered  by  the  cup. 

Seeds:  numerous,  fmatl,  and  roundifh. 

It  may  be  found  in  great  plenty  in  gardens  and  cultivated 
places,  and  is  in  flower  from  the  beginning  of  March  till  the 
winter  frofts  fet  in  and  deflroy  it. 

The  whole  plant,  or  the  juice  of  it,  boiled  in  a fufficient 
quantity  of  hog’s  lard,  makes  an  excellent  cooling  ointment. 
Taken  inwardly  it  promotes  the  urinary  difcharge,  and  is 
good  againft  the  fcurvy.  A poultice  made  of  the  bruifed  herb 
removes  inflammations  arifing  from  blows,  &c. 


C H I N A.  Plant. 


S mi  lax  China,  22.  6. 

Root:  perennial,  large,  irregular,  and  knotty;  of  a brown 
colour  on  the  outfide,  and  reddifh  within. 

Stems:  fhrubby,  roundifh,  prickly,  trailing,  eight  or  ten 
feet  in  length,  and  of  a brown  colour.  The  prickles  are 
yellow,  and  hooked  at  the  ends. 

Leaves:  oblong,  heart-lhaped,  blunt  at  the  point,  fmooth 
on  the  furface,  and  at  the  edges,  and  of  a gloffy  green  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  different  plants ; they  are 
final  1 and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  compofed  of  fix  oblong 
leaves,  which  are  placed  very  near  together  at  the  bafe,  and 
turn  back  at  the  ends. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  fix  ; very  fimple,  with  oblong  tips. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 

Blossom:  wanting. 
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Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg- fhaped  ; the  fhafts  are  three 
in  number,  and  v'ery  final],  having  oblong,  reflected,  woolly 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  around,  yellowilh,  or  red  berry. 

Seeds;  two;  round,  and  moderately  large. 

This  plant  is  a native  of  China,  Japan,  and  other  warm 
oriental  countries,  from  whence  the  roots  are  tranfmitted  to  us. 

The  Egyptian  women  ufe  large  quantities  of  this  root,  from 
a fuppofition  that  it  makes  them  appear  fat  and  well  favoured. 
Alpinus. 

Jt  promotes  perfpiration,  and  the  urinary  difcharge,  and  is 
fuppofed  by  its  foft  unftious  qualities  to  blunt  and  fheath  iharp 
acrimonious  humours.  It  was  once  fuppofed  a fpecihc  in  the 
venereal  difeafe,  and  a ltrong  decoftion  of  it  is,  without  doubt, 
a good  medicine  to  accompany  mercurial  alteratives,  but  is  of 
itfelf  unequal  to  the  talk  affigned  it  by  thofe  who  fird  intro- 
duced it  into  Europe.  Lewis. 

It  is  a good  fweetner  of  the  blood  and  juices,  and  if  the  ufe 
of  it  is  perfevered  in  for  a confiderable  length  of  time,  fre- 
quently proves  ferviceable  in  fcorbutic,  venereal,  fcrophulous, 
and  gouty  complaints. 


CINNAMON.  Tree. 


Laurus  Cinnamamum , 9.  1. 

Stem:  tree-like,  lofty,  and  full  of  branches ; it  is  covered 
with  three  different  barks,  or  rinds;  the  two  outermolt  of 
which  are  only  ufed,  the  innermoft,  which  immediately  comas 
into  contaft  with  the  body  of  the  tree,  being  left  untouched, 
by  reafon  that  an  incifion  into  it  would  prove  fatal  to  the  tree. 
The  two  extreme  barks  are  renewed  in  the  fpace  of  three  years 
(after  being  ftripped  from  the  tree)  and  ready  for  a fecond 
gathering. 

Leaves:  fcattered,  of  an  oval  figure,  and  a bright  green 
colour,  with  three  beautiful  nerves  or  veins  running  length- 
ways on  their  furface.  They  are  fupportcd  on  long,  thick, 
furrowed  leaf-dalles. 

Flowers:  produced  in  cluders  at  the  extremities  of  the 
branches;  they  arc  fmall,  white,  and  of  a very  fragrant  fmell. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  fix  upright,  concave,  egg-lhaped, 
and  pointed  petals,  difpofed  in  two  feries  or  ranks.  There  is 

in 
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in  each  bloflom  a honey-cup,  compofed  of  three  little  pointed 
coloured  tubercles,  or  knobs,  placed  round  the  feed-bud,  and 
terminated  by  two  hair-like  fubftances. 

Chives:  nine;  they  are  fhorter  than  the  bloflom,  a little 
comprefled,  blunt,  and  placed  in  threes.  The  tips  adhere  to 
the  edges,  or  upper  part  of  the  chives  on  each  fide,  and  there 
are  two  fmall,  roundi/h  bodies,  fupported  on  /lender  pedicles, 
and  attached  to  each  of  the  innermo/t  feries  of  chives,  near 
the  bafe. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oval  figure  ; the  (haft  Am- 
ple, and  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a blunt,  oblique  fummit. 

Seed-vesseL:  a pulpy  berry,  of  an  oval  jhape,  it  contains 
only  a fingle  cell,  and  is  inclofed  by  the  bloflom. 

Seed:  an  oval  pointed  nut,  inclofing  a kernel  of  the  fame 
figure. 

It  is  a native  of  Ceylon,  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  as  common 
there  as  moll  of  our  native  trees  are  with  us. 

The  bark  of  this  tree  is  the  moft  grateful  of  the  aromatic 
tribe,  being  of  a very  fragrant  fmell,  and  a moderately  warm 
pungent  tafle,  accompanied  with  a confiderable  fweetnefs,  and 
fome  degree  of  aftringency.  It  is  an  excellent  cordial,  and 
promoter  of  an  appetite,  and  is  one  of  the  bell  remedies  known 
for  fluxes,  and  other  diforders  of  the  llomach  and  bowels. 

CINQ^UEFOIL. 

FIVE  LEAVED  GRASS. 

Potent  ilia  Rep  tans,  iz.  5. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  moderately  thick,  and  of  a brown 
colour. 

Stem:  creeping,  ftriking  root  at  the  joints,  and  by  this 
method  propagating  itfelf  in  great  abundance. 

Leaves:  placed  on  long,  (lender  leaf-ftalks ; each  entire 
leaf  confifts  of  five  oblong,  hairy  fegments,  or  little  leaves, 
which  are  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a du/ky  green  colour. 

Flowers:  fituated  fingly  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves ; they 
Hand  on  long  /lender  fruit- /talks,  are  large,  and  of  a bright 
yellow  colour. 

Flower-iCup  : formed  of  a fingle  flat  leaf,  divided  into  ten 
/hort  fegments,  which  are  alternately  fmallcr,  and  reflected, 
or  bent  back. 
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Blossom  : compofed  of  five  heart-fhaped,  expanding  petals, 
fixed  by  their  claws  to  the  cup. 

Chives:  about  twenty;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  fhorter  than 
the  petals,  and  attached  to  the  Tides  of  the  cup.  The  tips  are 
fhaped  like  a long  crefcent,  or  new  moon. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  numerous,  and  very  fmall, 
forming  altogether  a roundifh  knob.  The  (hafts  proceed  from 
the  Tides  of  the  feed-buds,  and  are  thread-fhaped,  as  long  as 
the  chives,  and  terminated  by  cbtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  numerous,  tapering,  and  fupported  on  a fmall,  dry, 
roundilh  receptacle,  which  is  inclofed  by  the  cup. 

Tt  is  common  in  meadows,  paftures,  hedges,  and  by  the 
fides  of  roads.  The  flowers  appear  in  May,  and  there  is  a 
fucceflion  of  them  on  the  plant  till  the  latter  end  of  September. 

The  bark  of  the  root  is  a mild  aftringent,  and  powerfully 
refills  putrefadlion.  A ftrong  decodlion  of  it  is  an  excellent 
gargle  for  loofe  teeth,  and  a loft  fpongy  flute  of  the  gums. 
Withering. 

Reduced  to  powder  and  taken  in  dofes  of  about  a fcruple, 
it  Hops  purging,  and  is  good  in  all  kinds  of  hemorrhages, 
but  more  particularly  in  exceffive  menflrual  difeharges,  and 
(pitting  of  blood.  Taken  in  larger  dofes  it  will  frequently 
cure  intermitting  fevers  and  agues.  A ftrong  decodlicn  of  it 
is  good  tor  fore  mouths.  The  leaves  infufed  in  the  manner  of 
tea  are  much  ufed  by  country  people  to  allay  the  heat  in  burn- 
ing fevers.  The  roots  boiled  in  vinegar,  and  applied  in  form 
of  a poultice,  difperfe  fwellings  or  inflammations  in  any  part 
of  the  body  ; and  applied  to  old  putrid  lores,  cleanfe  and  dif- 
pofe  them  for  healing^  The  juice  is  good  to  bathe  inflamed 
and  fore  eyes  with,  and  drank  to  the  amount  of  four  ounces  a 
day  for  feveral  days  together,  is  faid  to  be  almoit  a certain 
cure  for  the  jaundice.  It  is  likewile  ferviceable  in  the  whites, 
and  other  diforders  of  the  fex. 

C I S T U S.  Gum  bearing. 

Clflus  Ladanifera,  13.  1 . 

Root:  woody,  long,  thick,  fpreading,  and  covered  with 
a brown  bark. 

Stem:  fhrubby;  it  is  of  a firm  woody  confidence,  covered 
with  a purpleifli  bark,  divided  into  numerous  branches,  and. 
four  or  five  feet  high. 

. III. 
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Leaves  : produced  in  pairs;  they  are  long,  narrow,  fmootli, 
evergreen,  and  marked  with  three  large  ribs. 

Flowers:  fmiated  at  the  extremities  of  the  branches ; they 
Hand  on  long,  flender,  feparate  fruit-flalks,  and  are  both 
large  and  beautiful.  Their  ground  colour  is  a pure  white, 
but  there  is  a large  fpot  of  purple  near  the  bafe  of  each  petal 
which  compofes  the  bloflom,  and  the  tips  are  of  a gold  yellow 
colour. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  five  roundifh,  concave  leaves* 
of  which  two  are  fmaller  than  the  others. 

Blossom  : formed  of  five  large,  roundifh,  flat,  expanding 
petals. 

Chives:  numerous,  hair-like,  and  fhorter  than  the  blof- 
fom.  The  tips  are  very  fmall,  and  of  a roundifh  figure. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  roundifh,  the  fhaft  Ample,  and 
as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a flat  roundifh  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  capfule,  covered  by  the  flower- 
cup. 

Seeds:  numerous,  fmall,  and  of  a roundifh  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  France,  but  will  bear 
the  ordinary  winters  of  our  climate,  and  flowers  in  July  and  - 
■Augufb 

The  Gum  Labdanum  of  the  fhop  is  a refinous  concreted 
juice,  which  exudes  from  the  leaves  of  this  plant,  and  is  col- 
lected by  lightly  brulhing  the  fhrub  during  the  heat  of  fummer 
with  an  inflrument  refembling  a rake,  only  it  has  inftead  of 
teeth  fevcral  leather  thongs  fixed  to  it,  to  which  the  glutinous 
juice  adheres,  and  is  afterwards  feraped  off  with  knives,  or 
other  proper  inflruments. 

There  are  two  forts  of  this  gum  to  be  met  with  in  the  {hops, 
the  befl  of  which  is  in  dark  coloured  mafl'es,  of  the  confidence 
of  a fo ft  plaifler,  and  on  being  handled  grows  Hill  fofter;  this 
>s  very  rarely  to  be  had  ; the  other  fort  is  formed  into  long 
rolls,  and  is  much  harder  than  the  preceding,  but  nothing- 
near  fo  dark  in  colour. 

Labdanum  has  been  fometimes  employed  as  a corroborant 
and  aflringent.  But  its  principal  ufe  is  in  perfumes  and  ex- 
ternal applications,  as  in  plaifters  for  weaknefles,  and  other 
diforders  of  the  head  and  ftomach.  It  has  an  agreeable  fine'll, 
and  feems  to  partake  of  the  virtues  of  the  peruvian  balfarn  in 
a very  confiderable  degree.  The  roots  of  this,  in  common 
with  the  other  fpecies  of  Ciftus,  arc  of  an  aflringent  nature, 
and  may  be  given  in  fluxes  of  the  belly,  attended  with  bloody 
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difcharges,  to  the  amount  of  a fcruple  three  or  four  times  a 
day  with  great  fuccefs.  The  juice  of  the  leaves,  with  the 
addition  of  a little  port  wine,  is  often  found  beneficial  in 
fpitting  of  blood,  and  has  frequently  been  known  to  cure  the 
whites. 


CITRON. 

Citrus  Medica , 1 8 . 3. 

Roots  : woody. 

Stem:  tree-lilce,  of  a moderate  fize,  covered  with  a rough 
greyilh  bark,  and  furnifhed  with  many  prickly  branches. 

Leaves:  placed  irregularly  on  the  branches;  they  are  ol 
an  oval  figure,  nearly  fix  inches  long,  and  of  a beautiful  dark 
Alining  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  fingly  from  the  fides  of  the  young 
ihoots;  they  are  large,  white,  and  of  a very  fragrant  fmell. 

Flower-cup:  fmall,  and  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which 
js  flat  at  the  bafe,  and  marked  with  five  flight  notches  at  the 
mouth. 

Blossom:  compofed  offive  oblong,  flat,  fpreading  petals. 

Chives:  about  twenty  in  number;  they  are  awl-lhaped, 
flattened,  placed  in  a circular  manner,  and  are  united  at  the 
bafe  into  feveral  diftinft  bodies.  The  tips  are  fmall  and  oblong. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  the  fhaft  thread- 
fhaped,  and  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a roundifh  fummit, 
which  is  divided  into  nine  cells. 

Seed-vessel  : a large  fruit  of  the  apple  kind,  covered  with 
a thick  yellow  flefliy  lkin.  It  is  divided  internally  into  nine 
parts,  and  is  very  full  of  ajuicy  pulp. 

Seeds:  two  in  each  cell ; they  are  of  an  oval  figure,  and  a 
callous  fubftance. 

It  is  a native  of  Afia,  and  is  cultivated  in  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Europe,  and  flowers  there  the  greatell  part  of  the  fummer 
months. 

The  outermoft  yellow  rind,  or  peel,  is  the  part  to  be  ufed  in 
medicine;  it  is  of  an  agreeable  flavour,  and  is  an  excellent 
llomachic,  and  in  great  requelt  as  an  ingredient  in  tindlures, 
infufions,  and  other  forms  of  medicine  for  difeafes  of  that 
organ. 
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L A R Y. 

Salvia  Horminutn,  z.  I. 


Root  : biennial,  long,  thick,  and  furmfhed  with  feveral 
fibres.  It  is  of  a brown  colour,  and  a warm  pungent  tafle. 

Leaves  : proceeding  immediately  from  the  root,  are  very 
large,  ofan  oval  fhape,  blunt  at  the  ends,  a little  waved  on 
the  edges,  rugged  on  the  furface,  and  of  a whitifh  green 
colour.  1 hofe  which  grow  on  the  Hem  are  placed  in  pairs  on 
long  leaf-ftalks,  and  of  the  fame  form  with  thofe  above- 
deicribcd,  but  (mailer. 

Stem:  fquare,  firm,  upright,  branched,  hairy,  and  three 
or  four  feet  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  flem  and  branches  in  long 
fpikes,  compofed  of  feveral  diltinct  whorls.  They  are  very 
large,  and  of  a pale  blue  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a (ingle  leaf,  which  is  of  a tubu- 
le1'* angulated  figure,  and  divided  at  the  mouth  into  two  lips, 
one  of  which  is  marked  with  two  flight  notches,  and  the  other 
with  three. 

Blossom:  a fingle  tubular  petal,  compreffed  at  the  bafe, 
and  divided  into  two  lips  at  the  top.  The  upper  lip  is  long, 
concave,  bowed  inwards,  and  notched  at  the  end.  The  lower 
lip  broad,  and  divided  into  three  fegments,  the  middlemoft  of 
which  is  much  the  Iargeft,  and  notched  at  the  ends. 

Chives:  two;  they  are  very  fhort,  and  each  of  them  fup- 
ports  a fmall  thread  placed  croffways  by  the  middle,  with  a 
fmall  tip  at  the  one  end,  and  a glandular  fubllanceat  the  other. 

Poiktal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  and 
fupports  a long  flender  fhaft,  with  a cloven  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four;  of  a roundifh  figure,  contained  in  the  bottom 
of  the  cup. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Greek  iflands,  but  is  common  enough 
in  our  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  June  and  July. 

The  leaves  and  feeds  of  Clary  have  a warm  bitterifh  tafte, 
and  a ftrong  aromatic,  but  fomewhat  difagreeable  fmell.  They 
are  of  a cordial,  corroborating,  and  deterfive  nature,  and  are 
ufsful  in  hyflerical  complaints,  the  whites,  &c.  Lewis. 

A conferve  of  the  tops  of  Clary  warms  the  ftomach,  helps 
digeltion,  removes  flatulencies,  adts  as  a cordial,  and  is  good 
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in  the  head-ach,  loivnefs  of  fpirits,  and  all  other  nervous 
diforders.  Hill. 

An  infuflon  of  the  leaves  is  a good  gargle  for  putrid  fpongy 
gums;  and  the  powder  of  them  fnulfed  up  the  nofe  excites 
fneezing,  and  a difcharge  of  watry  humours  from  the  head  ; 
the  leaves  or  feed  put  into  the  vat  with  ale  while  fermenting, 
greatly  increafe  its  inebriating  quality. 

CLEAVERS. 

CATCH-WEED,  GOOSE-GRASS,  CLIVERS. 

Galium  Aparine,  4.  1. 

Root  : annual,  llender,  creeping,  and  fibrous. 

Stems:  numerous,  four-cornered,  with  prickly  fubftances 
at  the  angles  which  bend  backwards.  They  ufually  rife  among 
bufhes,  and  Hick  to  every  thing  they  touch,  otherwife  they 
muff  trail  along  the  ground,  as  they  are  too  weak  to  fupport 
themfelves. 

Leaves  : difpofed  in  whorls  at  the  joints  of  the  ftem  ; there 
is  about  fix  or  eight  in  a whorl,  and  their  form  is  nearly  ftrap- 
fhaped.  They  are  rough  on  the  upper  furface,  but  fmooth 
below,  and  have  their  edges  furniihed  with  rough  crooked 
bridles,  or  prickles. 

Flowers:  proceeding  from  the  bofoms  of  the  whorls;  they 
ftand  three  or  four  together  on  longifh  fruit-ftalks,  and  are 
fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : very  minute,  and  marked  with  four  teeth. 

Blossom:  a Angle  flat  petal,  without  a tubular  part,  and 
divided  into  four  fegments. 

Chives  : four ; they  are  awl-fhaped,  fhorter  than  the  blof- 
fom,  and  furnifhed  with  fmall  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  double,  the  fhaft  cloven  half 
way  down,  and  nearly  as  long  as  the  chives,  having  two 
globular  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : two  dry,  globular,  united  berries,  fet  thick 
with  llrong  hooked  briftles. 

Seed:  folitary,  large,  and  fhaped  like  a kidney. 

Jt  is  common  in  hedges,  and  flowers  in  May  or  June. 

The  exprcfled  juice  of  the  flem  and  leaves,  taken  to  the 
amount  of  four  ounces  every  night  and  morning,  and  the  ufe  of 
it  prrfevered  in  for  fcveral  weeks  together,  is  of  great  efflcacy  in 
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removing  thofe  eruptions  on  the  {kin  which  are  commonly 
(though  improperly)  denominated  fcorbutic.  Withering. 

It  is  a plant  of  very  confiderable  virtues,  but  they  are  little 
known,  and  Hill  lefs  regarded.  The  juice  of  the  Item  and 
leaves  cools  the  body,  increafes  the  urinary  difcharge,  and  is 
good  in  the  gravel.  It  is  alfo  a very  good  antifcorbutic,  and 
has  been  found  ferviceable  in  the  jaundice,  dropfy,  fuppreflioa 
of  urine,  and  other  diforders  which  arife  from  obftru&ions  in 
any  of  thp  vifcera. 

CLOVE  J U L Y F LOWER. 

CARNATION. 

Di ant  bus  Caryophjllus,  io.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  divided  into  feveral  parts,  and  hung 
with  innumerable  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous;  thofe  which  fupport  the  flowers  are 
round,  upright,  firm,  jointed,  divided  into  many  branches, 
and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  on  the  young  {hoots  very  numerous;  they  are 
very  long,  narrow,  Iharp  pointed,  fmooth  on  the  edges  and  - 
furface,  without  leaf  ftalks,  and  of  a pale  green  colour.  Thofe 
on  the  flower-ftems  are  placed  in  pairs,  and  are  broader  and 
ihorter  than  the  others. 

Flowers:  Handing  fingly  at  the  extremities  of  the  branches 
and  their  divifions.  They  are  large,  of  a fine  deep  purple 
colour,  and  a moll  delightful  fragrant  fmell,  refembling  that 
of  the  clove  fpice. 

Flower-cup:  double;  the  proper  cup  is  formed  of  a 
fingle  tubular  leaf,  with  five  notches  at  the  mouth,  and  is 
furrounded  at  the  bafe  by  four  fmall  fcales,  forming  as  it  were 
a lefier  cup. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  petals,  the  claws  of  which  are 
equal  in  length  to  the  cup,  very  narrow,  and  inferted  into 
the  common  receptacle  of  the  flowers.  The  upper  part  of  the 
petals  is  broad,  and  they  are  finely  jagged  at  the  extremity. 

Chives;  ten;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  as  long  as  the 
cup  ; the  tips  are  oval,  a little  comprefled,  and  fixed  fideways 
to  the  chives. 

- Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oval,  and  furnilhed  with  two 
awl-fliaped  {hafts,  which  are  confiderably  longer  than  the 
chives.  The  fummi{s  arc  bent  back,  and  acutely  pointed. 

5 Seed- 
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Seed-vessel:  a cylindric  capfule,  with  only  one  cell. 

Seeds:  very  numerous;  they  are  compreffed,  and  of  a 
roundifh  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  Italy,  and  flowers  in  July:  The  beauties 
of  this  plant  in  its  wild  flate  were  too  confpicuous  to  efcape 
the  notice  of  the  florifts,  who  by  their  unwearied  attention  to 
its  culture,  have  railed  from  it  all  that  vaft  and  beautiful 
variety  of  carnations  which  they  jufty  elleemed  the  pride  of 
their  gardens. 

The  flowers  are  the  part  to  be  made  ufe  in  medicine.  A 
ftrong  decodtion  of  them  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  malig- 
nant fevers;  it  powerfully  promotes  perforation  and  the  uri- 
nary difcharge,  without  the  leaft  irritation,  and  at  the  fame 
time  raifes  the  fpirits,  and  quenches  third.  Simon  Pauli. 

They  are  cordial,  and  of  confiderable  efficacy  in  deje&ion 
of  fpirits,  faintings,  head-achs,  and  other  nervous  complaints. 
There  is  a fyrup  of  them  kept  in  the  fhops,  but  it  is  too  much 
loaded  with  fugar  to  be  of  any  great  ufe.  Perhaps  the  belt 
preparation  of  them  is  a ftrong  tindlure  in  brandy. 

C L O V E.  Spice  Tree. 

Caryophyllus  Aromaticus,  13.  i. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem:  tree-like;  it  rifes  to  the  height  of  twenty  or  thirty 
feet,  is  very  full  of  branches,  and  covered  with  a greyifh  bark. 

Leaves  : produced  in  pairs,  and  fupported  on  longifh  leaf- 
ftalks.  They  are  large,  entire  on  the  edges,  fmooth,  and  of 
bright  fhining  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  from  the  flues  and  at  the  extremities 
of  the  your.g  branches  in  little  clutters ; they  are  fmall,  and  of 
a diifky  red  colour. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  four  roundiih,  concave  leaves, 
which  fall  off  on  the  opening  of  the  flower. 

Blossom:  formed  of  four  roundifh  petals,  which  are  J el's 
than  the  flower-cup,  and  notched  at  the  end. 

Chives:  numerous,  hair-like,  and  terminated  by  Ample 
tips. 

Pojntal  : the  feed-bud  is  fltuated  beneath  the  flower,  and 
is  large;  the  fliaft  is  (lender,  inferted  into  the  four-cornered 
receptacle,  and  terminated  by  a Ample  futnmili 
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Seed-vessel:  oval,  one  celled,  with  a fmall  hollow,  or 
concavity  at  the  extremity. 

Seed:  fo!itary,  oval,  and  large. 


It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  produces  the  fpice 
which  is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  cloves:  thefe  are 
the  unripe  fruit,  or  rather  cups,  dried  in  the  fun. 

Cloves  are  of  a very  hot  pungent  nature,  being  the  mod 
acrid  of  all  the  aromatic  clafs.  They  are  warm,  cordial, 
lengthening,  and  excellent  for  diforders  of  the  head  and 
llomach  ; they  difperfe  wind,  create  an  appetite,  and  cure 
the  cholic.  The  chemical  Oil  of  Cloves  is  one  of  the  bed 
remedies  for  the  tooth-ach  ; for  this  purpofe  a fmall  bit  of  lint 
is  to  be  made  wet  with  it,  and  applied  to  the  aching  tooth. 

COCKLE. 


Agrofiemma  Githago , io.  5. 

Root:  annual,  long,  (lender,  and  furnilhed  with  a few 
fmall  fibres. 

Stem:  round,  upright,  hairy,  very  little  branched,  and 
about  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  growing  oppofite  in  pairs;  they  are  long,  nar- 
row, hairy  on  the  furface,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a pale 
green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  dem  and  branches ; they  dand 
on  feparate  fruit-ftalks,  and  are  large,  and  of  a pale  red 
colour. 

Flower- cttP:  formed  of  a (ingle  leaf,  which  is  of  a leathery 
fubftance,  and  tubular,  with  five  flight  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  petals,  the  claws  of  which  are 
As  long  as  the  cup;  the  limbs,  or  upper  part  fp read,  and  are 
very  blunt  at  the  end. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  fixed  to  the  claw's  of 
the  petals,  and  ftipport  arrow- (haped  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oval,  and  furnilhed  with  five 
(lender,  upright  (hafts,  which  are  as  long  as  the  chives,  and 
terminated  in  as  many  finall  Ample  tips. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong,  covered  capfule,  with  a (ingle 
cell. 

Seeds;  numerous,  fmall,  kidney-lhaped,  and  dotted. 


It 


FAMILY  HERBAL.  105 

It  is  common  in  corn-fields,  and  flowers  iri  June  and  July- 

The  feeds  are  diuretic  ; they  promote  the  menfes,  and  are 
ferviceable  in  the  dropfy  and  jaundice,  but  the  ufe  of  them 
muft  be  continued  for  a confiderable  length  of  time. 

COCCULUS  INDUS. 

IN  DIBERRIES. 

Menifpermwi  Coculus,  22.  10. 

Root:  woody. 

Stem  : tree-like,  moderately  large,  irregular  in  growth, 
and  divided  into  innumerable  branches. 

Leaves:  heart-Jhaped ; they  Hand  on  long  leaf-ftalks,  and 
are  broad,  (hort,  obtufe,  of  a thick  flelhy  fubftance,  and  a 
dufky  green  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  diftin£t  plants ; they  grow 
in  clufter,  and  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup.  of  the  barren  flower,  compofed  of  two  or 
three  fhort  narrow  leaves. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  twelve  petals,  difpofed  in  three 
feries  or  ranks,  the  innermoft  being  the  fmallefl. 

Chives:  about  twelve  or  fourteen;  they  are  fhorter  than 
the  bloflom,  and  terminated  by  very  (hort  tips,  which  are 
cbtufely  divided  into  four  lobes. 

Flower-cup:  and 

Blossom  : of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 

Chives:  fix  or  eight;  fimilar  to  the  other,  only  the  tips 
are  wanting,  or  at  lcafl  they  are  defective. 

Pointal  : each  flower  is  furniflied  with  two  crooked,  con* 
verging  feed-buds,  placed  on  Ihort  pedicles.  I he  (hafts  are 
folitary,  very  Ihort,  reflected,  and  terminated  by  obtufe  divided 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  two  large  roundifh  berries. 

Seeds:  folitary,  large,  and  kidney-fhaped. 

It  is  a native  of  many  parts  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  particularly 

Malabar.  , . . 

The  berries  are  of  a poifonous  nature,  and  taken  internally 
in  confiderable  dofes  would  be  attended  with  fatal  effcdts- 
The  innkeepers  and  brewers  have  many  of  them  got  into  a 
prattice  (which  is  truly  execrable)  of  putting  thefe  berries  into 
their  malt  liquors  to  increafe  their  ftrength,  and  make  them 
intoxicate  fooner ; reduced  to  powder  and  ftrewed  on  children  s 
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heads  they  deftroy  vermin,  the  moil  effeftually  of  any  thing. 
Made  into  a pafte  with  flower  and  water,  with  the  addition  of 
a little  red  lead  to  give  it  a colour,  and  thrown  in  little  pellets 
into  ponds,  &c.  where  there  are  filh  kept,  they  will  take  it 
greedily,  and  be  fo  intoxicated  in  a Ihort  time  after  as  to  fwim 
on  the  furface  of  the  water  with  their  bellies  upwards,  and 
fuffer  thcrafelves  to  be  taken  out  with  the  hands.  Hill. 


c 


O C O A.  Tree. 

Cocas  Nucifera.  Appendix. 


Loots : fomewhat  woody,  and  fpreading  to  a great  diflance, 

0 rEM  : tree-like,  and  fifty  or  fixty  feet  high  ; it  commonly 
leans  to  one  fide,  occafioned  as  is  fuppofed  by  the  weight  of 
nuts  it  fuftains  while  young.  In  lhape  it  very  much  refembles 
an  apothecary’s  large  peftel,  being  of  an  equal  thicknefs  at  top 
and  bottom,  but  fmaller  in  the  middle.  The  bark  is  fmooth* 
and  of  a pale  brown  colour. 

Leaves:  winged;  the  whole  number  of  them  is  about 
twenty-eight,  and  they  are  often  found  fifteen  feet  long,  being 
compofed  of  a great  many  partial  leaves,  which  are  narrow, 
and  about  three  feet  long  next  the  Hem,  but  grow  gradually - 
fhorter  towards  the  extremity  of  the  main  rib.  The  leaf-ftalks 
are  fattened  together,  and  to  the  Item  by  a number  of  dark 
coloured  firings,  about  the  fize  of  common  packthread,  which 
grow  out  of  them  near  the  bafe,  and  are  interwoven  among 
each  other  like  a web,  or  piece  of  net-work. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant;  they  are 
difpofed  in  a kind  of  loofe  fpike  at  the  top  of  the  Item,  and 
inclofed  before  flowering  in  a hufky  (heath. 

Flower-cup':  of  the  barren  flower,  very  fmall,  and  divided 
into  three  parts,  which  are  almofi  three-fided,  and  coloured. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  three  egg-lhaped,  fharp  pointed, 
fpreading  petals. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  Ample,  as  long  as  the  bloflbm,  and 
terminated  by  tips,  which  refemble  the  head  of  an  arrow. 

1 ointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fcarcely  perceptible,  and  fup» 
ports  three  fliort  (hafts,  the  fummits  of  which  are  hardly  to  be 
diftingui  (hed. 

Seed-vessel  : barren. 

f lower-cup  : /of  the  fertile  flowed,  divided  into  three 
roundifh,  concave,  coloured  parts. 


Blossom  : 
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Blossom:  compofed  of  three  petals,  which  bear  a near 
refemblance  to  the  divifions  of  the  flower-cup,  but  are  larger. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  is  crowned 
by  a large  fummit,  divided  into  three  lobes  without  any  inter- 
mediate lhaft. 

Seed-vessel:  of  a leathery  confidence  on  theoutfide;  it 
is  roundifh,  and  obfcurely  three-cornered. 

Seed:  a very  large,  egg-fhaped,  pointed  nut.  They  grow 
at  the  top  of  the  ftem  in  clufters  of  a dozen  or  fourceen  to- 
gether; they  have  three  holes  at  the  bafe,  one  of  which  is 
wider  and  not  fo  clofely  flopped  as  the  other.  When  firft  the 
kernel  of  the  nut  begins  to  grow,  it  incrufts  the  infide  of  the 
fhell  in  a fubftance  refembling  a bluifh  jelly ; as  this  be- 
comes of  a more  firm  confidence,  the  liquor  inclofed  in  the 
middle  of  the  nut  acquires  a confiderable  degree  of  acidity; 
and  as  the  nut  ripens  the  kernel  hardens,  and  lines  the  whole 
infide  of  the  nut  for  a quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  or  more,  and 
is  as  white  as  milk,  and  of  the  flavour  of  an  almond.  Each 
nut  contains  about  three  quarters  of  a pint  of  a milky  con 
flftence,  and  a moft  delicious  flavour. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Weft-Indies. 

The  outward  covering  of  the  nut  is  of  a grateful  acid  binding 
nature,  and  ferviceable  in  all  thofe  complaints  where  aiirin- 
gents  are  required.  The  Indians  draw  a kind  of  liquor  from 
this  tree,  which  they  call  Suri;  they  likewife  di'ftil  the  liquor 
known  by  the  name  of  Arrac  from  it,  together  with  a fpecies 
of  fugar;  and  from  the  kernel  an  oil  like  that  of  almonds. 
The  milky  liquor  is  of  a grateful  cooling  nature,  and  the  ker- 
nel is  excellent  food.  The  fhells  ?ire  frequently  manufadlured 
into  drinking  veflels,  while  the  bark  of  the  tree  may  be 
wrought  into  cordage,  and  the  leaves  into  bafkgts,  brooms, 
and  other  neceflary  utenfils,  fo  that  few  trees  are  more  ex- 
ten  fiv  el  y ufeful. 
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CHOCOLATE.  Nut. 

Tbeobroma  Cacao,  18. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem:  tree-like,  covered  with  a rough  uneven  bark, 
but  of  a very  regular  and  beautiful  growth,  and  twenty  feet 
high. 

Leaves:  numerous  and  beautiful ; they  are  about  fix  inches 
long,  and  three  wide,  entire  on  the  edges,  pointed  at  both 
ends,  and  of  a fine  dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  clufters,  but  on  Ihort  feparatc  fruit- 
ftalks;  they  are  fmall,  and  of  a dirty  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  confiding  of  three  egg-lhaped,  concave,  ex- 
panding leaves. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  hunched,  concave,  helmeted 
leaves,  each  of  which  terminates  behind  in  a kind  of  double 
briftly  horn;  and  within  it  is  a honey-cup,  confiding  of  five 
egg-lhaped,  connected  leaves,  fmaller  than  thofe  of  which  the 
bloflom  is  compofed. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  as  long  as  the 
honey-cup  to  which  they  are  attached  ; each  chive  is  divided  . 
at  the  top  into  five  parts,  which  fupport  the  like  number 
of  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oval,  the  lhaft  awl-lhaped,  and 
the  fummit  fimple. 

S?ld-vessel  : a long,  thick,  rough,  woody  fruit,  with 
feveral  ridges  on  the  furface,  and  of  a purpleilh  colour  when 
ripe. 

Seed.s  : numerous,  of  a flelhy  fubdance,  and  an  oval  figure. 


It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  America,  and  the  Wed- 
Indies. 

The  nuts  are  the  only  parts  in  ufe,  and  of  them,  with  the 
addition  of  fome  few  more  ingredients,  is  made  the  liquor 
called  chocolate,  which  is  a mild  nourilhing  fluid,  and  very 
profitable  in  fcorbutic  complaints,  deductions  on  the  lungs, 
and  confumptions ; it  is  likewife  an  excellent  thing  in  the 
chin-cough  or  hooping-cough,  the  malignant  itch,  and  in  old 
diforders  which  are  occafioned  by  an  acrid  fait  in  the  blood 
and  juices.  The  hulks  of  the  nuts  contain  a mucilaginous 
juice  or  cream,  which  is  of  a grateful  tafle,  and  a very  cordial 
drengthening  nature,  and  of  great  efficacy,  applied  externally 
as  an  emmolient.  Mot  her  by. 

COFFEE. 
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COFFEE.  Tree. 

Coffea  Arahica,  5.  I. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem  : tree-like;  it  is  very  ftraight  and  tapering,  covered 
with  a whitilh  bark,  very  full  of  branches,  and  rifes  to  the 
height  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet. 

Leaves  : produced  in  pairs  on  very  Ihort  leaf-ftalks ; they 
are  large,  oval,  pointed  at  both  ends,  entire  on  the  edges,  and 
of  a moft  beautiful  dark  lhining  green  colour. 

Flowees  : fituated  on  the  young  Ihoots  of  the  laft  year  s 
growth  ; they  are  large,  white,  and  of  a very  fragrant  fmell. 

Flower-cup  : very  fmall,  with  four  flight  notches  at  the 
mouth. 

Blossom:  formed  of  a Angle  petal,  with  a long  {lender 
tube,  and  a flat  border,  divided  into  five  parts,  which  are 
fharply  pointed,  and  rolled  back. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  grow  on  the  tube 
of  the  blofl'om.  The  tips  are  fixed  fide  ways  to  the  chives,  and 
equal  them  in  length. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh  and  fituated  beneath 
the  blofl'om ; the  fliaft  is  Ample,  as  long  as  the  blofl'om,  and 
terminated  by  two  thick,  awl-fhaped,  reflected  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a large  roundilh  berry. 

Seeds:  two  in  each  berry  ; they  are  hunched  on  one  fide, 
flat  on  the  other,  joined  together  by  the  flat  fides,  and  each 
of  them  included  in  a thin  Ihell. 

It  is  a native  of  Arabia,  from  whence  it  was  introduced  into 
the  Weft-Indies,  where  it  is  now  much  cultivated. 

The  Coffee  berries  have  a mealy,  un&uous,  bitterilh  tafte, 
and  little  or  no  fmell.  They  are,  in  common  with  all  other 
mealy  fubftances,  of  a flatulent  nature,  but  roafting  takes 
that  away.  Coffee  Ihould  be  boiled  ten  or  twelve  hours  before 
it  is  ufed,  and  if  it  is  then  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
milk,  and  drank  warm,  it  is  excellent  for  thofe  who  are 
troubled  with  habitual  head-achs,  arifing  from  weaknefs  of  the 
ftomach,  or  contracted  by  hard  drinking.  It  is  good  for  thofe 
who  are  difpofed  to  be  corpulent,  but  in  very  delicate  con- 
ftitutions  it  is  apt  to  produce  nervous  fymptoms.  Motherby. 


C O L T’s- 
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COLT’s-FOOT. 

TuJJilago,  Farfara,  i g.  z. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  white,  and  creeping  to  a great 
diliance  beneath  the  furface  of  the  ground. 

Stems;  fupporting  only  flowers;  they  are  numerous, 
thick,  full  of  juice,  eight  or  ten  inches  high,  and  ofapurpleilh 
colour: 

Leaves:  fupported  on  long  Jeaf-ftalks ; they  are  large, 
nearly  heart-shaped,  with  feveral  blunt  lobes,  and  lharply 
notched  at  the  edges,  of  a deep  green  colour  on  the  upper  flde, 
but  white  and  cottony  underneath. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Items  fingly;  they  are  large, 
and  of  the  compound  kind ; their  colour  is  a beautiful  yellow. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  about  twenty  narrow,  pointed 
leaves,  which  are  equal  in  fize  to  each  other. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  in  the 
center  of  the  bloflom  are  tubular,  and  contain  both  chives  and 
pointals;  in  the  circumference  or  outfide  flat,  and  furnilhed 
>vith  only  pointals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  hair-like  and  very  Ihort,  and  th 
tips  are  united  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal:  in  the  florets  which  contain  both  chives  and 
pointals,  the  feed-bud  is  very  fhort,  with  a thread-fhaped 
fhaft,  longer  than  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  a thick  blunt 
fummit ; but  in  thofe  that  contain  pointals  only  the  fummit 
is  cloven. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary  ; thofe  in  the  center  are  commonly  barren, 
thofe  in  the  circumference  always  fertile.  They  are  of  an 
oblong,  comprefled  figure,  and  are  furnifhed  with  an  hairy 
feather,  which  is  fupported  on  a kind  of  pillar. 


It  is  common  in  moift  clayey  places,  and  among  lime  rub- 
bifh  ; the  flowers  appear  in  March,  and  the  leaves  in  May. 

The  leaves  are  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  Britifh  herb 
tobacco;  they  were  formerly  much  ufed  in  colds,  coughs, 
and  confumptive  cafes,  and  perhaps  not  without  fuccefs. 
Withering. 

A llrong  decoftion  of  the  dried  leaves  has  fucceeded  in  fcro- 
phulous  cafes,  when  all  other  means  commonly  made  ufe  of 
have  been  put  in  prattice  without  effeft.  Cullen. 

A girl 
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A girl  who  had  no  lefs  than  twelve  fcrophulous  ulcers  at  one 
time,  was  cured  by  drinking  daily  for  the  fpaceof  four  months 
a confiderable  quantity  of  a very  ftrong  decoftion  of  the  leaves. 
Fuller. 

Country  people  frequently  make  ufe  of  the  flowers  in  afth- 
mas,  colds,  coughs,  and  forenefs  of  the  breaft,  but  the  leaves 
poflefs  the  greateft  virtue,  and  a fyrup  made  of  their  juice, 
with  honey,  is  far  from  being  a defpicable  medicine  in  dif- 
orders  of  the  brealt  and  lungs. 

C O M F R E Y. 

Symphytum  Officinalis,  5.  1. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  black  on  the  outfide,  but 
white  within,  and  full  of  a thick  flimy,  or  mucilaginous  juice. 

Leaves  : numerous ; thofe  which  appear  firft  are  very  large, 
of  an  oblong  figure,  but  fharp  pointed,  entire  on  the  edges, 
rough  to  the  touch,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Stem:  thick  and  angular,  of  a tender  fubftance,  a good 
deal  branched,  two  or  three  feet  high,  and  of  a pale  green 
colour.  The  leaves  which  grow  on  it  flartd  irregularly,  and 
refemble  thofe  which  proceed  immediately  from  the  root,  only 
they  are  fmaller. 

• Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  and  branches  in  longifh 
fpikes,  fingly  they  are  but  fmall,  and  their  colour  is  either 
white  or  purple. 

Flower-cup  : marked  with  five  corners,  and  compofed  of 
a Angle  leaf,  with  five  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom:  a Angle  bell-fhaped  petal,  with  a very  fhort 
tube.  The  border  is  likewife  tubular,  but  diftended  and 
thicker  than  the  tube,  with  five  fmall  reflected  teeth,  which 
are  very  blunt.  The  mouth  of  the  tube  is  furnilhed  with  five 
awl-fhaped  fcales,  or  valves,  fhorter  than  the  border,  and  ap- 
proaching, fo  as  to  form  a kind  of  cond. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  ranged  alternately 
with  the  valves,  which  clofe  the  mouth  of  the  tube.  The 
tips  are  upright,  fharp  pointed,  and  covered. 

Pol  vtal  :' there  are  four  feed-buds,  but  only  a Angle 
fliaft,  which  is  thrcad-lhaped,  as  long  as  the  blofTom,  and 
terminated  by  a fimple  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four  after  each  flower ; they  are  bulged  or  hunched 
in  the  middle,  and  approach  together  at  the  points. 
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It  is  commonly  found  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  or  in  wet 
ditches,  and  produces  its  flowers  in  May. 

Comfrey  is  a plant  which  poflefles  confiderable  medical  pro- 
perties, though  they  are  but  little  regarded.  A conferve  of 
the  roots  cnres  the  whites,  and  adecodtion  of  them  is  excellent 
in  coughs  and  forenefs  of  the  breaft.  Dried  and  powdered 
they  are  good  again  ft  fluxes  of  the  belly,  attended  with  grip- 
ing pains  and  bloody  ftools.  It  is  alfo  ferviceable  in  defluxions 
on  the  lungs,  {pitting  of  blood,  and  other  diforders  of  the 
breaft.  Bruifed  and  applied  to  foul  ulcers  it  cleanfes  and  dif- 
pofes  them  to  heal.  It  removes  the  inflammation,  eafes  the 
pain,  and  flops  the  bleeding  of  the  piles,  and  is  of  confiderable 
efficacy  in  ulcerations  of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  paflage, 
particularly  if  occafioned  by  the  ufe  of  cantharides,  or  Spanifh 
flies.  The  leaves  are  frequently  employed  to  give  a grateful 
flavour  to  cakes  and  panada,  and  when  boiled  are  efteemed  by 
many  a very  great  delicacy. 

COLUMBINE. 

Aquilegia  Vulgaris , 13.  5. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  and  often  divided  into  feveral 
parts,  which  produce  abundance  of  fibres.-  The  whole  is  of  a - 
brownifh  colour  on  the  outfide. 

Stem:  firm,  upright,  jointed,  hairy,  divided  into  many 
branches,  and  of  a dufky  red,  or  purple  colour. 

Leaves:  numerous,  and  of  the  doubly  compound  kind. 
Each  leaf  confifts  of  three  parts,  and  thefe  are  again  fub- 
divided  into  three  others,  which  are  notched  and  gafhed  on 
the  edges.  Thofe  that  grow  on  the  ftera  are  fmaller,  and 
con  fill  of  feWer  parts  than  fuch  as  rife  from  the  roots. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  and  branches;  they  are 
large,  and  chiefly  of  a dark  blue  colour. 

Flower-cup  : wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  egg-fhaped,  flat,  expanding 
petals,  and  five  honey-cups,  which  are  placed  alternately  with 
the  petals,  and  extend  downwards  into  long  tapering  tubes, 
with  blunt  ends. 

Chives:  numerous  (thirty  or  forty  in  each  flower)  they 
are  awl-fhaped,  and  thofe  on  the  outfide  are  fhorteft.  The  tips 
are  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  ftand  in  an  erett  pofition. 

Pointai,:  the  feed-buds  are  five  in  number,  and  of  an 
oblong  form,  ending  in  awl-lhaped  fhafes,  which  are  longer 
than  the  chives,  and  fupport  upright,  undivided  fummits. 

The 


The  feed-buds  are  feparated  from  each  other,  and  inclofed  by 
ten  (hort,  chaffy,  wrinkled  fubftances. 

Seed-vessels:  (We  ftraight,  tapering  capfules. 

Seeds  : numerous,  egg-lhaped,  and  furnifhed  with  a keel,  or 
rib  on  the  under  fide. 


It  grows  wild  in  feveral  parts  of  England,  though  not  com- 
mon, but  the  beauty  of  its  flowers  have  long  fince  introduced  it 
into  our  gardens,  where  it  bloffoms  in  May  and  June. 

The  feeds  operate  by  fweat  and  urine,  open  obftrudtions  of 
the  vifcera,  and  are  good  in  the  jaundice;  likewife  in  fevers,  the 
Email  pox,  and  mealies,  to  throw  out  the  puftules.  A decodtion 
of  the  roots  or  leaves  is  a good  gargle  for  fore  throats.  Hill. 

A tindture  of  the  flowers  in  brandy  is  an  excellent  gargle  for 
. fcorbutic  affedtions  of  the  gums.  T ournefort. 

CORIANDER. 


CorianJrum  Sativum,  5.  2. 

Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  white,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  upright,  hollow,  two  feet  high,  and  very  much 
branched. 

Leaves;  thofe  which  proceed  immediately  from  the  root 
are  divided  in  a winged  manner  into  feveral  broad,  obtufe  feg- 
ments,  which  are  notched  on  the  edges.  Thofe  which  grow  on 
the  (tern  are  divided  into  fmaller  and  more  acutely  pointed 
parts.  They  are  of  a pale  green  colour,  and  on  being  bruifed 
emit  a very  ftrong,  difagreeable  fmell. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  little  rundles ; they 
are  fmall  and  white,  with  fometimes  a very  faint  tinge  of  red. 
There  is  a fence  of  a Angle  leaf  placed  at  the  bafe  of  each  ge- 
neral rundle,  and  one  of  three  narrow  leaves  at  the  bafe  of  the 
rundlets. 

Flower-cut  : very  fmall,  with  five  flight  notches  at  the 
mouth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  petals,  which  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  rundles  are  of  an  equal  fize,'  and  notched  at  the  end  { 
but  in  the  outfide,  unequal  and  heart-fhaped. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  Ample,  and  furniflied  with  roundifh 
tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-biul  is  placed  below  the  bloffom,  and 
fupports  two  (hafts  atadiftance  from  each  other,  with  roundifli 
fummits. 

N°1V. 
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Seed-vessel:  wanting, 

Seeds  : two ; they  are  large,  and  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  is  cultivated  in  many  parts  of  France  and  Germany,  and 
grows  very  freely  in  our  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  July. 

The  feeds  are  the  only  part  ufed;  while  green  they  have  a 
ftrong  unpleafant  fmell,  which  they  lofe  in  drying,  and  become 
fweet  and  aromatic.  They  are  excellent  to  warm,  comfort,  and 
flrengthen  the  flomach,  difperfe  wind,  and  afiilt  the  digeftive 
faculties.  They  are  likewife  good  againft  pains  in  the  head,  ar.d 
check  purgings. 

» / 

e O R N E L.  Tree. 

CORNELIAN  CHERRY. 

Cor mts  Mas,  4.  i. 

Root  : woody,  fpreading,  and  hung  with  innumerable  fibres. 

Stem  : flirubby,  full  of  branches,  covered  with  agreyifh  bark, 
and  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high. 

Leaves  : produced  in  pairs  on  very  fhort  leaf-ftalks  ; they  are 
of  an  oblong  figure,  with  entire  edges,  and  of  a dark  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  appearing  before  the  leaves ; they  are  final],  and 
of  a yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup  : very  fmall,  and  marked  with  four  flight  notches 
at  the  mouth.  There  is  a fence  of  four  egg-lhaped,  coloured 
leaves,  two  of  which  are  fmaller  than  the  other,  furrounding 
each  little  duller  of  the  flowers. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  oblong,  flat,  fharp  pointed 
petals,  which  are  lefs  than  the  leaves  of  the  fence. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  upright,  longer  than  the 
blofiom,  and  fupport  roundilh  tips,  which  are  fixed  fide  ways. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  blofiom,  and 
of  a roundilh  figure;  the  fhaft  thread- lhaped,  as  long  as  the 
blofiom,  and  ends  in  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  large,  and  of  a pulpy  fubftance,  inclofing  a 
Hone  or  nut  of  a roundilh  figure. 

Seeds:  heart-lhaped,  or  oblong. 

It  is  common  in  the  gardens  of  the  curious,  and  flowers  in 
Pebruary  or  March. 


The 
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The  fruit  dried,  or  the  juice  of  it  boiled  up  with  fugar,  is  an 
.excellent  cooling  aftringent  medicine,  and  of  great  utility  in 
fevers,  attended  with  purging. 

CORN-MARY  GOLD. 

G'OUTANS,  GOLDINS,  BUDDLE. 

Chryfantbemum  Seg'tum,  19.  2. 

Root  : annual,  long,  and  very  fibrous. 

Stem:  weak,  but  upright ; it  is  fmooth,  fcored  on  the  fur- 
face,  divided  into  many  branches,  and  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  varying  in  fhape,  fome  being  of  an  oblong  figure, 
iharp  pointed,  and  notched  on  the  edges  ; others  wide  at  the 
extremity,  with  three  deep  clefts,  and  narrower  all  the  way  to 
the  bafe.  Their  colour  is  a pale  bluifli  green. 

Flowers:  of  the  compound  kind;  they  terminate  the 
branches,  are  large,  and  of  a beautiful  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  numerous  fcaiy  leaves,  lying 
over  each  other  like  the  tiles  on  a houfe  ; thofe  which  are  up- 
permoft  are  the  largeft. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  in  the  cen- 
ter are  tubular,  and  contain  both  chives  and  pointals;  while 
thofe  on  the  outfide  are  flat,  narrow,  marked  with  three  notches 
at  the  end,  and  are  furniflied  with  pointals  only. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  hair-like  and  very  fliort;  the  tips 
form  a hollow  cylinder,  which  is  in  general  /hotter  than  the 
bloflom. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped  ; the  fhaft  thread- 
fhaped,  and  longer  than  the  chives,  with  two  blunt  fummits, 
which  are  rolled  backwards. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : one  under  each  floret;  they  are  of  an  oblong  figure, 
and  are  deflitute  of  that  featherlike  appendage  which  is  com- 
mon to  mod  of  the  compound  flowers. 

It  is  found  in  corn  fields,  and  other  cultivated  places  through- 
out the  kingdom, 

The  frefh  gathered  flowers  contain  the  greateft  virtues;  they 
increafe  the  fecretions  by  the  kidneys,  and  are  good  againft  all 
obftruflions  of  the  vifeera.  A ltrong  infufion  given  in  the  quan- 
tity of  a pint  for  a dofe  three  or  four  times  a day,  has  frequent- 
ly been  known  to  cure  the  jaundice,  without  the  help  of  any 
other  medicine.  Hill. 


CONTRAT- 
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JDor/lenia  Contrajenva,  4.  r. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  and  pretty  thick,  with  a rough 
knobby  furface.  It  is  of  a reddifh  brown  colour  on  the  outfide, 
white  within,  of  an  exceeding  acrid  tafte,  and  furnilhed  with  a 
great  number  of  fmall  fibres. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  long,  round  leaf-ftalks;  they  arc 
large,  being  four  or  five  inches  long,  more  than  three  broad, 
and  deeply  galhed  on  the  edges. 

Flowers  : very  much  refembling  thofe  of  the  compound 
kind  ; they  are  inconfiderable  both  in  fize  and  colour.* 

Flower-cup:  four  cornered,  concave,  and  joined  to  the 
common  receptacle  of  the  flower,  which  isfurniflied  with  a kind 
of  fence,  confifting  of  a large,  fiat,  angular  leaf,  placed  immedi- 
ately below  it. 

Blossom:  wanting, 

Chives  : four  ; very  fhort,  and  furnifhed  with  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifli,  the  fhaft  fimple,  and  ter- 
minated by  an  obtufe  funrmit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  roundifh,  but  fomewhat pointed. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmeft  parts  of  America,  and  has  not 
yet  to  my  knowledge  been  introduced  into  our  gardens. 

The  root  has  a light  aromatic  fmell,  and  a very  pungent  bit- 
ter fade.  It  promotes  fweating,  refills  putrefaction,  and  is  an 
excellent  medicine  in  malignant,  low,  and  putrid  fevers.  Le<zuiu 
Motberby. 

It  ftrengthens  the  ftomach  and  digeftive  faculties,  difperfes 
wind,  eafes  the  cholic,  and  is  excellent  in  the  decline  of  ardent 
fevers,  and  through  the  whole  courfe  of  putrid  ones. 


COSTMARY. 

ALE-COST,  BALSAM,  HERB. 

Tanacetum  Balfamita , 19.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  numerous  fibres. 

Stem  : firm,  thick,  upright,  fitnple,  and  two  feet  high. 
Leaves  : growing  in  pairs  on  fhort  leaf-ftalks;  they  are  large, 
oval,  finely  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

4 Flower*: 
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Flowers:  of  the  compound  kind  ; they  terminate  the  Item, 
and  are  fmall  and  yellow.  , 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  many  fliarp,  compact  fcales,  lyr 
ing  over  one  another  like  tiles. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  tubular  florets,  which  in 
the  center  of  the  flower  are  furniflied  with  both  chives  and  poijj- 
tals,  but  in  the  circumference  with  only  the  iaft  of  thofe  parts, 
, Thofe  florets  which  contain  both  chives  and  pointals  are  marked 
with  five  notches  at  the  mouth  ; thofe  with  only  pointals,  with 
only  three. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fhort,  and  have  their  tips  united 
fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder. 

Point*al:  the  l'eed-bud  is  fmall,  and  of  an  oblong  figure; 
the  fhaft  thread-fliaped,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  ends  in  a 
cloven,  rcfleded  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  ; wanting. 

Seeds  ; folitary,  oblong,  and  naked. 

It  is  common  in  our  gardens,  and  flowers  in  July. 

A ftrong  infufiou  of  the  leaves  is  good  in  diforders  of  the 
ftomach  and  head;  and  has  been  much  celebrated  for  its  efficacy 
in  removing  obftrudions  of  the  menfes,  and  the  feveral  com- 
plaints to  which  the  fex  are  liable  in  confequence  thereof. 


C O S T U S, 

Cnjlus  Arabicus. 

Root:  knotty  and  creeping;  it  runs  under  the  furface  of  the 
ground  to  a great  diflance,  is  in  general  about  an  inch  thick,  but 
frequently  fwells  out  to  the  fize  of  a large  egg,  at  fmall  diftances. 
It  is  of  a white  colour,  a fibrous  texture,  very  full  of  juice, 
which  is  of  a fweetifh  tafte,  with  a good  deal  of  the  flavour  of 
ginger. 

Stem:  round,  upright,  and  jointed;  it  is  nearly  an  inch  in 
diameter,  has  a moft  remarkable  glofly  furface,  and  is  of  a blood 
red  colour ; the  infide  is  filled  with  a foft  fpungy  pith. 

I, eaves  : placed  alternately  on  the  Items  ; they  are  fituated 
at  the  joints,  and  are  eight  or  ten  inches  long,  about  three  broad 
in  the  middle,  and  fharp  pointed  : the  middle  rib  is  very  promi- 
nent on  the  under  furface,  and  concave  on  the  upper  one.  The 
colour  of  the  leaves  is  a pale  but  Alining  green. 


Flowers  : 
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Flowers:  terminating  the  (1cm  in  pretty  large  heads,  com. 
pofed  of  a great  number  of  obtufe,  concave  feales,  each  of  which 
contains  a Angle  flower,  of  a pale  red  colour. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a (ingle  leaf,  with  three  very  flight 
notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  three  upright,  concave,  pointed 
petals,  and  a honey-cup,  formed  of  a tingle  leaf,  which  is  large 
and  oblong,  with  an  inflated  tube,  and  divided  into  two  lips; 
the  uppermoft  of  which  is  (hort,  fliarp  pointed,  and  i'upplies 
the  place  of  a chive  ; the  lower  one  broader,  and  larger  than  the 
bloffom,  with  a fpreading  border  divided  into  three  parts,  the 
middlemoft  of  which  is  notched  at  the  end. 

Chive:  the  upper  lip  of  the  honey-cup  fupplies  fts  place, 
and  the  divided  tip  is  adjoined  to  it. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  (ituated  beneath  the  bloffom,  and 
fupports  a Angle,  headed,  compreffed  fummit,  notched  at  the 
end. 

Seed  vessel;  a roundifh  capfule,  divided  internally  into 
three  cells. 

Seeds:  very  numerous,  and  of  a triangular  figure  ; they  are 
of  a brown  colour  on  the  outfide,  but  white  within,  and  have 
a ftrong  fpicy  fnvell  like  that  of  ginger. 

This  plant  is  a native  of  both  the  Indies,  and  is  to  be  met 
with  in  fome  of  our  (loves,  but  it  rarely,  if  ever,  flowers  there. 

The  dried  root  is  kept  in  the  (hops,  and  operates  (while 
’ frefli)  by  fweat  and  urine.  It  likevvife  ftrengthens  the  head  and 
ftomach,  and  removes  obftnnflions  of  the  vifeera,  but  unlefs  it 
be  new  and  firm,  its  virtues  are  inconfiderable. 


C O T T O N.  Tree. 

Cojfyptum  Ar  bore  unit  16.  7. 

Root  : woody,  long,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : llirubby,  upright,  branched,  and  five  or  fix  feet  high. 

Leaves:  large,  fupported  on  long  leaf- (talks,  deeply  divided 
into  four  or  five  lobes,  and  fmooth  on  the  furface. 

Flowers:  large  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  double;  the  outfide  one  is  formed  of  a Angle 
leaf  deeply  divided  into  three  parts,  and  is  flat;  the  other  is 
marked  with  five  flight  notches  at  the  margin. 


Blossom  ; 
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Blossom  : compofed  of  five  large,  fiat,  invetfely  heart-fhaped 
petals,  which  are  united  at  the  bale. 

Chives:  numerous;  they  are  united  at  the  bafe  into  a cy- 
linder, loofe  above,  inferted  into  the  blofibm,  and  furnifhed  with 
kidney-lhaped  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundiih,  the  fhaft  as  long  as  the 
chives,  and  of  an  equal  thicknefs  throughout,  with  four  thick, 
cbtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a large,  roundifh  capfule,  divided  into  three  or 
four  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  of  an  oval  form,  and  wrapped  in  the  cot- 
ton which  fills  the  pod  or  capfule,  and  clofely  furrounds  them. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft,  and  will  not  live  with  us  except  in  a 
warm  ftove. 

The  feeds  are  excellent  in  diforders  of  the  breaft  and  lungs, 
and  yields  an  oil  which  beautifies  the  face,  and  takes  away 
fpots  and  freckles. 

The  cotton  itfelf  is  reported  to  have  .done  wonders  in  the 
gout,  by  being  burnt  upon  the  part  affedted  : but  whatever  ad- 
vantages may  arife  from  this  pra&ice,  mnli  be  wholly  owing  to 
the  effect  of  the  fire. 


COTTON-THISTLE. 

Onopordlim  Acantbium . 

Root:  biennial,  fibrous,  and  white. 

Stem:  upright,  firm,  prickly,  a little  branched,  with  a leafy 
border  running  all  the  way  up  it,  and  four  or  five  feet  high. 

Leaves  : very  numerous  and  large  ; the  lower  ones  are  deeply 
cut  and  notched  on  the  edges,  and  furnifiied  with  fiiarp  prickles. 
The  upper  leaves  are  oval,  and  all  of  them  are  covered  with 
a foft,  white,  cottony  matter. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  large  heads ; -they  are 
large,  and  of  a bright  red,  or  purple  colour. 

Flower-cup  : roundifh,  and  compofed  of  numerous  thorny 
feales  lying  over  each  other. 

Blossom  : of  the  compound  kind;  it  confifts  of  numerous 
funnel-fhaped  florets,  with  very  flender  tubes,  and  upright 
border?,  marked  with  five  flight  notches,  one  of  which  is  deeper 
than  the  others. 


Chives  I 
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Chives:  five  ; they  are  very  fhort,  and  have  their  tips  united 
into  a hollow  cylinder,  which  is  as  long  as  the  bloffom,  and  cut 
into  five  teeth. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  fupports  a very 
flender  fhaft,  which  is  longer  than  the  chives,  and  furniflied 
with  a crowned  fuinmit. 

Sekd-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : a Angle  one  under  each  floret,  with  a kind  of  hairy 
feather  on  the  top. 

It  is  common  by  road  JIdes  and  among  rubbifh,  and  flowers 
in  July. 

The  root  is  the  only  part  ufed,  and  that  while  frefh  is  good 
againft  the  jaundice,  dropfy,  fuppreffiona  of  the  menfes,  and 
other  diiorders  arifing  from  obftrudtions.  Hill. 

COUCH-GRASS. 

DOGVGRASS,  SQUITCH-GRASS. 

Triticum  Repens,  3.  a. 

Root  : perennial,  flender,  creeping,  and  white. 

Stem  : hollow,  jointed,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : grafly,  long,  narrow,  and  of  a fine  green  colour. 

Flowers  : difpofed  in  an  ear  or  fpike,  which  is  long,  flender, 
and  terminates  theftem. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  two  narrow,  concave,  hufky 
leaves. 

Blossom  : almoft  as  large  as  the  flower-cup  ; it  confifts  of 
two  parts,  which  botanifts  have  agreed  to  call  valves,  the  outer- 
moft  valve  is  diftended,  and  tapers  to  a blunt  point,  the  inner  one 
is  flat. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  flender,  and  terminate  in  oblong 
tips,  which  are  forked  at  each  end. 

It  is  toocommon'to  require  a fpecification  of  its  place  of 
growth.  The  blofToms  appear  in  July  and  Auguft. 

The  juice  of  the  roots  taken  in  large  quantities  is  a good 
medicine  in  obftruftions  of  the  vifcera,  particularly  of  the  liver. 
Boerbaave. 

A ftrong  decodtion  of  them  is  a good  diuretic,  and  has  often 
been  found  ferviceable  in  the  ftone  and  gravel.  Taken  for  a 
contiderable  length  of  time,  it  will  frequently  effedt  a cure  in 
the  jaundice.  Hill. 

At 
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At  Naples  the  roots  are  brought  to  the  markets  in  large  quan- 
tities, and  fold  to  feed  horfes.  They  have  a Tweet,  lufcious 
tafte,  and  have  been  more  than  once  dried,  ground  to  meal,  and 
made  into  bread  in  times  of  fcarcity.  Withering. 


COWSLIP. 

PA  GILS,  PAIGI.ES. 

Primula  Officinalis,  5 . 1 

Root  : perennial ; confining  of  numerous  final?*  white  fibres, 
conneifted  by  their  upper  extremities  into  a little  head. 

Leaves  : numerous,  large,  of  an  oval  figure,  rough  on  the 
furface,  uneven  at  the  edges,  obtulely  pointed,  and  of  a dark 
green  colour  above,  but  whitifh  underneath. 

Stems:  fupporting  only  flowers;  they  rife  from  the  middle 
of  the  tuft  of  leaves,  and  are  round,  thick,  firm,  upright,  and 
a little  hairy. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  large  clutters;  they  are 
fmall,  and  of  a fine  yellow  colour,  with  a fpot  of  deep  orange 
at  the  bafe  of  each  fegment,  or  divifion. 

Flower-cup:  a fharp,  upright,  tubular  leaf,  with  five 
corners,  and  five  flight  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal,  with  a narrow  tube  as  long  as  the 
cup,  and  a fpreading  border,  divided  into  five  inverfely  heart- 
ihaped  fegments,  which  are  blunt,  and  notched  at  the  end. 

Chives  : five  : they  are  very  fhort,  and  contained  within  the 
tubular  part  of  the  bloflom.  The  tips  are  (lender,  upright,  and 
approach  together. 

Fointal  : the  feed-bud  is  round,  the  fhaft  thread'-lhaped, 
aou  the  fummit  of  a globular  figure. 

Seed-vessel;  of  a cylindrical  figure,  nearly  as  long  as  the 
cup,  and  contained  within  it. 

m-.eds:  numerous,  imali,  and  roundlfh. 


It  is  common  in  meadows  and  clayey  paftures,  producing  its 
Sowers  in  April  and  May, 


he  roots  boiled  in  ale,  are  given  by  country  people  in  verti- 
goe  : orgiddinefs  of  the  head,  with  frequent  and  happy  fuccefs ; 
and  the  juice  fnuffed  up  the  nofe,  either  alone  or  mixed  with 


vinegar,  will  many  times  give  relief  in  the  head-ach.  The 
Sowers  are  much  uled  for  making  a kind  of  wine,  which  is  of 
a gentle  narcotic  q.ual'ly,  eafing  pain,  promoting  fweat,  and 
gf  ntly  difpofing  rolleep.  pm, 

a. 
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COWSLIP  of  Jerusalem. 

Pulmonaria  Maculala , 5.  I. 

Root:  perennial;  it  is  compofed  of  long  brown  fibres,  and 
fmall  flefhy  heads. 

Leaves  : numerous;  they  fpread  themfelves  out  into  a large, 
thick  tuft,  and  are  of  an  oval  form,  ftiarp  pointed,  entire  on  the 
edges,  of  a deep  green  colour,  with  a great  number  of  irregular, 
whitifh  fpots  fcattered  over  their  furface. 

Stems  : numerous,  Ample,  eight  or  ten  inches  high,  of  a pale 
green  colour,  and  furnifhed  with  many  leaves,  which  grow  with- 
out any  order,  and  refemble  thofe  that  proceed  from  the  root. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  items  in  little  tufts ; they  are  red 
before  opening,  but  blue  afterwards. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  with  five  Aides,  and 
five  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal,  with  a cylindrical  tube,  and  a 
border  divided  into  five  fegments,  which  are  blunt,  and  not  quite 
upright. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fhort,  and  hid  in  the  mouth  of 
the  tube.  The  tips  are  placed  in  an  eredt  pofition. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud$  are  four  in  number,  the  fhaft  Angle, 
thread-fhaped,  and  fhorter  than  the  cup ; the  fummits  are  ob- 
tufe,  and  notched  at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four;  they  are  roundifh,  obtufe,  and  contained  in 
the  bofom  of  the  cup. 

It  is  a native  of  the  German  woods,  and  flourifhes  extremely 
well  in  our  gardens. 

The  Germans  frequently  make  ufe  of  the  leaves  and  young 
tops  boiled  ?n  ale,  to  remove  obllrudtions  of  the  vifcera,and  cure 
the  jaundice.  Bill. 

C O W-W  H E A T. 

MAampyrwn,  Sjhvaticum,  14.  2. 

Root  : annual,  fmall,  crooked,  white,  and  hung  with  many 
{lender  fibres. 

Stem  : weak,  angular,  moderately  upright,  branched,  and 
two  feet  high. 
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Leaves:  produced  in  diftant  pairs,  without  any  leaf-ftalks ; 
they  are  long,  (harp  pointed,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a 
darkith  green  colour. 

Flowers:  growing  in  pairs  from  the  bofoms  of  the  upper 
leaves,  and  all  pointing  one  way  ; they  are  large  and  yellow. 

Flower  cup:  formed  of  a Angle  tubular  leaf,  which  is  di- 
vided into  four  fhort,  (lender  fegments. 

Blossom:  of  the  gaping  kind;  it  confifts  of  an  oblong, 
crooked  tube,  and  a comprefled  border,  divided  into  two  lips, 
the  uppertnoft  of  which  is  helmet-fhaped,  notched  at  the  end, 
and  turned  back  at  the  edges  ; the  lower  one  flat,  bent  down- 
wards, and  divided  into  three  fhort,  blunt  fegments. 

Chives  : four  (two  fhort  and  two  long)  they  are  awl-fhaped, 
crooked,  concealed  by  the  upper  lip,  and  terminated  by  oblong 

t PpoiNTAL  : the  feed- bud  is  long  and  tapering,  the  (haft  Ample, 
and  the  fummit  blunt. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong,  taper,  comprefied  capfule,  having 
the  upper  edge  convex,  and  the  lower  one  ftraight. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  egg-fliaped,  hunched,  and  bent  in- 
wards. 

It  grows  in  woods  and  fhady  places,  but  not  common.  The 

blofToms  appear  in  June  and  July.  . 

The  feeds  are  highly  cordial,  but  fhould  not  be  given  in  too 
large  dofes, as  they  are  apt  to  give  the  head-ach  andgiddinefs.  Hill. 

CRAB-TREE. 

WILDING. 

Pyrus  Malus,  13.  4* 

Root:  woody. 

Stem  : tree-like,  frequently  crooked,  full  of  branches,  which 
are  knotty,  thorny,  and  covered  with  a rough  bark. 

Leaves:  large,  roundifli,  and  notched  on  the  edges;  they 
grow  for  the  mod  part  in  an  alternate  order  on  very  fhort  leaf- 
ftalks,  and  are  of  a Anedark  green  colour,  with  more  or  lefs  of  a 
red  tinge  on  the  outlide. 

Flowers  : growing  in  clufters;  they  are  large,  of  a beauti- 
ful reddilh  colour,  and  have  a very  fragrant  fcent. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  leaf,  which  is  concave,  and  divided 
into  five  expanding  fegments  at  the  border, 

Rz 


Blossom  ; 
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. Blossom  : compofed  of  five  large,  circular  petals,  which  are 
attached  to  the  flower  cup. 

Chives:  twenty;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  fhorter  than  the 
blofiom,  attached  to  the  cup,  and  furniflied  with  fimple  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloffom,  and 
Supports  five  fiender  flaafts,  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  oblong 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a large,  roundifii,  flefiiy  fruit,  with  a hollow 
dimple,  and  divided  internally  into  five  cells. 

Seeds  : feveral ; they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  taper  at  the  bafe, 
blunt  at  the  extremity,  convex  on  one  fide,  but  fiat  on  the  other. 


L- is  common  in  mod  woods  and  hedges,  and  flowers  in  May. 
The  Cxpfefled  juice  of  the  ripe  fruit,  known  by  the  name  of 
verjuice,  is  much  ufed  by  country  people  in  drains,  bruifes,  &c. 
It  is  likewife  frequently  employed  as  a gargle  for  fore  mouths 
and  throats,  for  which  purpofe  few  things  are  better  adapted. 


CRESS.  W A T E R. 

Syfymbrium  NaJIurtium,  15.  2. 

Root;  biennial,  long,  and  creeping;  it  fpreads  to  a great 
diltance,  and  has  many  fibres  proceeding  from  it  in  frnall  tufts, 
at  a diftance  from  each  other. 

Leaves:  winged;  each  leaf  ednfifts  of  two  or  three  pairs 
of  fmaller  leaves,  with  a larger  one  at  the  end. 

Stems:  roundifli  (fometimes  a little  flattened)  they  arc 
weak,  very  much  branched,  a foot  high,  and  furnifhed  with 
leaves  fimilar  to  thofe  which  rife  from  the  root,  only  fmaller. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  and  branches  in  little  tufts; 
fthgly  they  arc  frnall  and  white. 

I' lower-cup  : compofed  of  four  narrow,  expanding,  colour- 
ed leaves,  which  fall  off  on  the  opening  of  the  flower. 

Blossom  : confining  of  four  oblong,  expanding  petals,  which 
are  fmaller  than  the  leaves  of  the  cup,  and  fo  difpofed  as  to 
form  a crofs. 

Chives:  fix  (four  long  and  two  fiiorf)  they  are  longer  than 
the  cup,  and  terminated  by  fimple  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed  bud  is  fiender,  the  ffiaft  very  fliort,  and 
the  fummit  blunt. 


Setd- 
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Seed-vessel  : a long,  crooked  pod,  divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds;  many;  very  fmall,  and  of  a roundifh  form. 

It  grows  by  the  fides  of  fprings  and  in  Ihallow  rivulets  of 
water,  almoft  every  where,  and  is  in  flower  in  June. 

The  young  {hoots  are  very  much  ufed  in  the  fpring  as  a fallad, 
and  they  are  very  wholefome,  particularly  for  fuch  as  are 
troubled  with  fcorbutic  complaints.  Withering. 

It  opens  obltruftions,  increafes  the  urinary  difcharge,  and  pro- 
motes the  menfes.  Hill. 

It  is  undoubtedly  an  excellent  antifcorbutic  and  ftomachic 
and  there  is  no  better  way  of  ufing  it  than  as  a flllad. 


CRESS.  Sciatica. 

Lepidium  Iberis,  is-  l. 

Root  : annual,  long,  {lender,  and  furniflied  with  a vaft  num- 
ber of  fmall  fibres. 

Leaves  : proceeding  from  the  root;  fmall,  oblong,  narrow 

at  the  bafe,  broadeft  at  the  extremity,  notched  on  the  edges 

without  leaf-ftalks,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  branched,  a foot  high,  and 
furniflied  with  leaves,  which  towards  the  bottom  refemble  thofe 
from  the  root,  but  at  the  top,  and  on  the  branches,  they  arc 
very  narrow,  and  entire  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  vaft  quantities; 
fingly  they  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : confifting  of  four  leaves,  which  are  fmall, 
cgg-fliaped,  concave,  fpreading,  and  of  an  equal  lize. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  petals,  which  are  inverfely  egg- 
fhaped,  and  very  fmall,  with  narrow  claws. 

Chives:  only  two;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  Hand  in  an  ereft 
pofition,  and  aie  furniflied  with  Ample  tip*, 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifli,  but  comprefied,  the 
Ihaft  Ample,  and  the  fummit  blunt. 

Seed-vessel  : round,  flat,  notched  at  the  end,  fliarp  at  the 
edges,  and  divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds  : many  ; they  are  of  an  oval  figure. 

It  is  cultivated  in  moll  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  July. 

This  plant  has  long  been  noticed  by  botanical  and  medical 
writers  for  its  efficacy  in  the  fciatica,  or  hip  gout.  The  method 
?n  which  they  recommend  it  to  be  ufed,  is  as  follows  : Bruifc 

a good 
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a good  quantity  of  the  root  in  a mortar,  and  mix  it  into  an  oint- 
ment with  hog’s  lard.  Let  the  hip  and  adjoining  parts  be  well 
rubbed  with  this  ointment,  and  afterwards  covered  with  a thick 
plaifter  of  the  fame,  which  muft  remain  on  the  part  till  it  be- 
comes inflamed.  It  is  then  to  be  removed,  and  after  the  parts 
have  been  anointed  with  a mixture  of  oil  and  wine,  the  patient 
muft  go  into  a warm  bath,  which  generally  completes  the  cure. 
But  if  any  of  the  pain  remains,  or  the  diforder  threatens  a re- 
turn, the  whole  procefs  is  to  be  repeated  in  a fortnight  or  three 
weeks  time. 


C R E S S.  Swine’s, 


Cochlearia  Coronopus,  15.  1 . 

1 Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  white,  and  fibrous. 

Leaves:  lying  on  the  ground  in  a circular  manner;  they 
aTe  long,  broad,  and  deeply  divided  in  the  winged  order.  The 
fegments  are  narrow,  and  mod  of  them  nightly  notched  at  the 
end.  Their  colour  is  a lively  green. 

Stems  : trailing  along  the  ground  j they  are  numerous, 
round,  thick,  branched,  and  comprefied. 

Flowers:  produced  in  clufters  from  the  bofoms  of  the 
leaves ; they  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  four  leaved  ; the  leaves  are  egg-fhaped,  con- 
cave, and  fpreading. 

Blossom  : conrpofed  of  four  leaves,  which  are  inverfely 
egg-fhaped,  fpreading,  twice  as  large  as  the  cup,  with  fliortand 
very  narrow  claws. 

Chives:  fix  (four  longer  than  the  remaining  two,  which 
ftand  oppofite)  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  as  long  as  the  cup, 
with  obtufe,  comprefied  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  heart-flraped,  the  fiiaft  very  fhort, 
and  the  fummit  blunt. 

Seed-vessel:  heart-fhaped,  flattifh,  notched  at  the  end, 
furniflied  with  a fiiaft,  and  divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds  i about  four  in  each  pouch,  or  feed-vefi'el. 

It  is  common  among  rubbifh,  by  road  Tides,  and  on  dung- 
hills, flowering  in  June  and  the  fucceeding  fummer  months. 

The  cxprefled  juice  of  this  plant  is  a i'afe,  but  powerful 
diuretic,  and  is  good  for  all  inward  obftrudtions,  the  jaundice, 
and  fcorbutic  complaints. 

CROSSWORT. 
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CROSS  WORT. 

Valantla  Cruciata , 23.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  numerous  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  eredt,  fquare,  and  but  little  branched; 
they  are  rather  weak,  and  rough  on  the  furface. 

Leaves:  growing  by  fours  at  each  joint  of  the  Hem  ; they 
are  of  an  oblong  figure,  a little  hairy  on  the  furface,  and  of  a 
yellowifh  green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  in  clufters  from  the  bofoms  of  the  up- 
per leaves ; they  are  fmall,  yellow,  and  have  the  chives  and 
pointals  varioudy  difpofed  on  the  fame  individual  plant,  fome 
being  furnifhed  with  chives  and  pointals,  others  with  only 
chives,  and  are  confcquently  barren. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  flowers  which  contain  both.chives  and 
pointals,  hardly  difcernable. 

Blossom  : formed  of  a Angle  petal,  which  is  flat,  and  divided 
into  four  egg-fhaped,  pointed  fegments. 

Chives  : four ; they  are  as  long  as  the  bloflom,  and  termi- 
nated by  very  fmall  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflom,  and 
is  pretty  large  ; the  ihaft  is  cloven  half  way  down,  and  furnifli- 
ed  with  knobbed  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : flat,  reflected,  and. of  a leathery  fubftance. 

Seed  : folitary,  and  of  a globular  figure. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flowers,  or  fuch  as  contain  only 
chives,  very  minute. 

Blossom  : divided  into  three  or  four  parts. 

Chives:  as  in  the  fertile  flower. 

Pointal  : imperfedt,  the  fhaft  and  fummit  being  wanting. 

Seed-vessel:  barren. 

It  grows  frequently  in  rough  and  dry  pallures,  and  i3  in 
flower  from  April  to  July. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  an  aftringent  nature;  the  tops  of  it 
dried  and  powdered,  or  a ftrong  decodtion  of  them  is  good  in 
obftinate  purging,  immoderate  menfes,  and  the  whites.  Hill. 


t 

CROWFOOT. 


128 


FAMILY  HERBAL. 


<(  e 

CROWFOOT. 

BUTTER  FLOWER. 

Ranunculus  Acris,  1 3.  7. 

Root:  perennial,  and  compofed  of  numerous  thick  white 
fibres. 

Leaves  : large,  fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks,  deeply  divided 
into  three  or  more  lobes,  or  fegments,  which  are  cut  and  jagged 
at  the  extremities.  'The  whole  leaf  is  of  a roundifh  figure,  and 
a pale  green  colour. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  and  a little  hairy,  the  hairs  being 
clofely  prefled  as  it  were  to  it. 

Flowers:  moderately  large,  and  of  a bright  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  five  leaved;  leaves  oval,  concave,  and 
coloured. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  petals,  which  are  moderately 
large,  obtufe,  blunt,  narrow  below,  and  furnifhed  with  a honey- 
cup,  which  is  a fmall  cavity,  fituated  juft  above  the  claw  of  the 
petal. 

Chives:  numerous  and  flender  ; they  are  about  half  as  long 
as  the  petals,  and  end  in  upright  double  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  numerous,  and  collected  into  a 
little  head,  but  there  is  no  (haft.  The  fummits  are  placed  im- 
mediately on  the  tops  of  the  feed-buds,  and  are  fmall  and  re- 
flected, or  bent  back. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  numerpus,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  crooked  at  the  end 

It  grows  plentifully  in  meadows  and  paftures  almoft  every 
where,  together  with  many  more  kinds  which  differ  from  thi> 
in  the  form  of  their  leaves,  but  their  flowers  are  the  fame,  a» 
well  as  their  medical  qualities. 

All  the  parts  of  thefe  plants  are  exceedingly  acrid,  the  juice 
of  the  leaves  takes  away  warts,  and  bruifed  together  with  the 
roots  they  will  a<ft  as  a coftic,  by  inflaming  and  corroding  the 
parts  to  which  they  are  applied. 

In  violent  head-achs  where  the  pain  is  confined  to  one  part,  5 
plaifter  made  of  them  frequently  affords  almoft  immediate  relict, 
and  they  have  been  ufed  in  the  gout  with  great  fuccefs.  Hill. 
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The  diftilled  water  of  the  plant  has  been  made  ufe  of  as  an 
emetic,  and  is  faid  to  operate  immediately  on  its  arrival  in  the 
ftomach. 


C U B E B.  Plant. 

Piper  Cubeba,  2.  3. 

Root:  perennial. 

Stem  : climbing,  weak,  angular,  and  reddilhr 

Leaves  : large,  of  an  oblong  form,  veined  on  the  furface,  and 
of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  in  fpikes,  which  are  placed  oppofite  to 
the  leaves  ; they  are  inconfiderable  both  in  fize  and  colour. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  wanting ; but  there  are  two  tips  of  a roundiih. 
figure,  placed  oppofite  to  each  other  at  the  bafe  of  the  feed- bud. 

Pointal:  the  leed-bud  is  large,  and  egg-Ihaped ; the  fhaft 
is  wanting,  but  the  feed-bud  is  crowned  with  three  hairy  fum- 
mits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundiih  berry;  it  is  fupported  on  along, 
fiender  fruit-ftalk,  and  contains  a iingle 

Seed  : which  is  of  the  fame  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft-Indies.  The  berries  are  kept  by 
the  druggifts,  and  are  of  a warm  fpicy  nature,  confequently 
good  in  diforders  of  the  ftomach  ; alfo  in  paralytic,  and  ner- 
vous diforders. 

CUCUMBER.  '7 

Cucumis  Satinnu,  21.10. 

Root  : annual,  long,  white,  and  fibrous. 

Si  em  : angular,  rough,  branched,  trailing  along,  or  climbing 
on  hedges,  it  being  furniflied  with  tendrils  for  that  purpofe. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks ; they  are  large,  angu- 
lar, notched  at  the  edges,  rough,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  individual;  they 
Are  large  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  a finglc  bell-fhaped  leaf, 
with  five  deep  notches  at  the  mouth. 

w S Blossom: 
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Blossom  : divided  into  five  egg-fhaped  fegments,  which  are 
large,  and  appear  as  if  wrinkled. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  fhort,  and  connected  together  by 
the  tips. 

Flower-cup  and  Blossom  of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 

Chives:  three;  without  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  large,  and  fituated  beneath  the 
blofibm;  thelhafts,  which  are  three  in  number,  are  very  fhort, 
and  terminated  by  thick  divided  fuitimits. 

Seed-vessel  : a long  and  thick  fruit,  rough  on  the  outfide, 
and  divided  internally  into  three  cells. 

Seeds  : numerous,  large,  oval,  comprefled,  and  pointed. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eoft,  but  is  much  cultivated  in  our  gar- 
dens for  the  fake  of  its  fruit,  which,  notwithftauding,  h very 
hard  to  digeft,  and  affords  but  little  nourifhment.  They  are 
however  of  a cooling  nature,  and  good  for  fuch  as  have  hot 
bilious  conflitutions,  and  wherever  there  is  a tendency  to  inflam- 
mation. The  feeds  are  accounted  cooling  and  diuretic,  and 
beaten  into  an  emulfion  with  barley  water,  are  good  in  the 
ftrangury,  .and  all  other  diforders  of  the  urinary  pallages. 

CUCUMBER.  Wild. 

Momordica  Elaterium , 2 1 . i O.  * 

Root:  annual,  or  biennial;  it  is  a foot  or  more  in  length, 
two  or  three  inches  thick,  of  a white  flefhy  fubftance,  and  a 
naufeous  bitter  tafle. 

Stems:  numerous,  trailing,  angular,  rough,  and  dellitute  of 
tendrils. 

Leaves:  large,  broad  at  the  bafe,  pointed,  and  notched  on 
the  edges. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant;  they  are 
fituated  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves,  and  are  large,  of  a greenifh 
yellow  colour,  with  numerous  veins  of  a dark  green,  running 
in  various  directions  all  over  them. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  a fingle  concave  leaf, 

divided  into  five  pointed,  expanding  fegments. 

Blossom:  divided  into  five  parts;  it  is  large,  expanded, 
veined,  wrinkled,  and  attached  at  the  bafe  to  the  flower- cup. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  and  very  Ibort;  two 
of  the  tips  are  cloven,  the  third  is  fimple. 

Flower  cup  and  Blossom  : of  the  fertile  flower,  refemblmg 

that  of  the  barren  one. 
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Chives:  three;  without  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  large,  and  placed  below  theblof- 
fom  ; the  (haft  is  divided  into  three  parts,  and  terminated  by 
as  many  diftindt  fummits,  of  an  oblong  form. 

Seed-vessel;  large,  and  egg-(hnped  ; it  is  rough  and  hairy 
on  the  outfide,  and  when  ripe  burfls  open  with  great  violence 
on  being  ever  fo  {lightly  touched,  and  fcatters  its  contents  to  the 
diftance  of  four  or  five  feet  round. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  fi^ttifh. 

It  is  a native  of  Prance,  and  flowers  in  the  fummer  months. 

All  the  parts  of  this  plant  are  ftrongly  purgative  ; but  the 
fruit  is  particularly  fo:  the  juice  that  flows  fpontaneoufly,  or 
by  gentle  preflure  from  the  wounded  apples  when  almoft  ripe, 
has  a very  unpleafant  fmell,  and  a mod:  difagreeable  and  naufeotia 
bitter  tafte.  On  ftanding  a little  while  it  feparates  into  a thick 
matter,  which  fettles  to  the  bottom,  and  a thin  watery  liquor 
which  remains  above.  This  lad  being  drained  off,  the  thick 
fediment  which  is  left  behind  being  dried  in  the  fun,  or  by  any 
other  gentle  means,  will  be  found  a very  ftrong,  though  flow 
and  irritating  purgative,  and  of  great  ufe  in  cold  phlegmatic 
diforders,  particularly  dropfies,  in  which  it  has  been  frequently 
found  fuccefsful,  when  all  other  medicines  have  proved  inefr 
fedtual.  This  concreted  juice  is  fometimes  to  be  met  with  in 
the  (hops,  under  the  name  of  elaterium.  Two  or  three  grains 
are  in  general  a fuflicient  dofe,  and  even  this  quantity  will  fome- 
times operate  with  great  violence,  while  at  other  times  it  will 
procure  plentiful  evacuations  without  ruffling  the  conflitution, 
or  giving  much  unealinefs  during  the  operation. 


CUCKOW-BREAD. 
CUCltOW-MEAT,  WOOD-SORREL,  SOUR  TREFOIL., 
Oxalis  Acetofella,  io.  5. 

Root  : perennial,  creeping,  irregularly  notched,  and  hung 
with  numerous  fibres. 

Leaves  : pretty  numerous  ; they  proceed  immediately  from 
the  root,  and  are  placed  on  long  reddifh  leaf-ftalks.  Each  lcaf- 
(lalk  fupports  three  little  leaves,  which  are  inverfely  heart- 
lhaped,  anil  fomewhat  hairy  ; their  colour  is  a pleafant  green, 

S 7,  Flowers  ; 
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Flowers:  proceeding  immediately  from  the  root;  they 
ftand  on  fhort  feparate  fruit-ftalks,  and  are  large,  white  (l'ome- 
times  red)  and  veined  with  purple. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  five  fhort,  fharp  pointed  feg- 
ments. 

Blossom  : with  five  divifions ; the  fegments  are  blunt, 
notched  at  the  end,  and  connected  by  the  claws. 

Chives  : ten  ; they  are  flender,  and  five  of  them  are  fhorter 
than  the  others.  The  tips  are  roundifh,  but  furrowed. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  has  five  angles,  or  corners,  and  fup- 
ports  five  flender  fhafts,  which  are  as  long  as  the  chives,  and 
furnifhed  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a five  cornered  capfule,  divided  into  five  cells, 
and  opening  lengthways  at  the  corners. 

Seeds:  final?,  and  roundifh. 

It  grows  plentifully  in  woods  and  fhady  hedges,  and  blofioms 
in  April. 

The  juice  is  gratefully  acid,  and  being  firft  clarified,  then  eva- 
porated to  a due  confiftence,  and  fet  in  a cool  place,  it  yields  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  an  acid  fait,  which  is  fold  for  the  ef- 
iential  fait  of  lemons,  and  much  employed  in  taking  iron- molds, 
&c.  out  of  linen.  Withering. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  in  boiling  water  is  a pleafant  and 
ufeful  liquor  in  ardent  fevers,  and  boiled  in  milk  they  afford  an 
agreeable  whey  for  the  fame  purpofes.  Lewis. 

The  leaves  are  of  a pleafant  cooling  nature.  There  is  a con- 
ferve  made  of  them  and  kept  in  the  fhops,  which  is  ufeful  to 
allay  th^  heat  of  the  mouth  in  fevers. 


CUCKOW-PINT. 

WAKE  ROBIN,  LORDS  AND  LADIES. 

Arum  Maculatum , 20.  8.  Lin.  21.  1.  With. 

Root:  perennial,  roundifh,  about  the  fuse  of  a large  walnut, 
and  furnilhed  with  a few  large  fibres.  It  is  brown  on  the  out- 
fide,  white  within,  and  exceeding  acrid  and  biting  to  the  tafte. 

Leaves  : fupported  on  long  leaf-flalks ; they  arc  large,  fbap'ed 
like  the  bearded  head  of  an  arrow,  of  a fine  lively  green  colour, 
and  frequently  fpetted  with  black,  and  fometirnes  white  fpots. 

Stem  : 
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Stem  : round,  thick,  and  five  or  fix  inches  high  ; it  istermi- 
nated  by  a purple  fpike,  which  fupports  the  flowers,  and  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a large  green  ffieath. 

Flower-cup:  a very  large  Angle  leaf  of  an  oblong  form. 
Japped  round  at  the  bafe,  comprefied  in  the  middle,  and  colour- 
ed vvithin-fide ; the  fruit-ftalk  is  club-fliaped,  Ihorter  than  the 
cup  or  fiieath,  and  furrounded  with  feed-buds  at  the  bafe,  but 
foon  withers  at  the  top. 

Blossom  : wanting.  Honey-cups  furrounding  the  fruit-ftalk 
in  two  rows ; they  are  thick  at  the  bafe,  and  end  in  fiender 
tendrils. 

Chives:  wanting;  but  the  tips  are  numerous,  four  edged, 
and  fituated  betwixt  the  rows  of  tendrils  which  proceed  from 
the  honey-cups. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  numerous,  and  egg-fhaped, 
covering  the  bottom  of  the  fruit-ftalk  below  the  tips.  The 
fliafts  are  wanting  ; the  fummits  are  covered  with  loft  hairs. 

Seed-vessels  : numerous  round  berries,  which  are  red  when 
ripe. 

Seeds:  feveral  in  each  berry. 

It  grows  plentifully  on  banks  and  rough  grounds  in  lhady 
fituations.  The  flowers  appear  in  May,  and  the  berries  are  ripe 
in  the  beginning  of  autumn. 

The  frelh  root  and  the  leaves  are  fo  very  acrid  that  it  is  very 
difagreeable  to  tafte  them,  and  the  burning  heat  which  they  oc- 
cafion  continues  for  feveral  hours.  The  root  is  an  excellent 
cofmetic,  or  beautifier  of  the  Ikin,  and  much  efteemed  among 
our  neighbours  the  French  for  that  purpofe.  Withering. 

Dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  it  may  be  given  in  dofes  of  a 
fcruple  or  more  in  debilities,  and  relaxations  of  the  ftomach,  and 
in  rheumatic  complaints.  Lewis. 

Chewed  in  the  mouth  it  has  been  known  to  reftore  the  fpeech 
in  paralytic  cafes,  and  made  into  a confervc  it  is  efficacious  in 
the  feurvy  and  rheumatifm ; it  likewife  increafes  the  urinary 
fecretion,  and  is  good  in  the  gravel.  But  in  whatever  form  it  is 
made  ufe  of  the  roots  Ihould  be  frelh,  for  it  lofes  the  greateft 
part  of  its  efficacy  in  drying,  and  becomes  infipid. 


CUD- 
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C U D - W E E D. 

CHAFF-WEED. 

Gnaphaliurti  German} cum,  19.2. 

Root:  annual,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  firm,  upright,  branched,  about  ten  inches  high,  and 
of  a vhitiili  colour. 

«• 

Liaves:  long,  narrow,  without  leaf-ftalks,  waved  at  the 
edges,  and  covered  with  a foft  cottony  fubftance. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  ftem  and  branches  in  final!  heads, 
of-a  ycllowilh,  or  brown  colour;  they  are  of  the  compound 
kind.  > 

Flow  rR- cur:  compofed  of  numerous  egg-fhaped  feales. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  fome  of  which 
are  of  a tubular,  or  rather  funnel  form,  with  five  notches  at  the 
mouth,  and  contain  both  chives  and  pointals,  while  others  con- 
tain pointals  only,  and  are-  deftitute  not  only  of  chives,  but 
petals 

Chives;  five;  they  are  very  fhort  and  {lender,  and  the  tips 
are  united  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  egg-fliaped,  the  fhaft  thread- 
ftaped,  and  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a cloven  reflected  fummit. 

Seed-vessel;  wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,fmall,  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  crowned  witty 
a feather. 

It  is  common  by  road  fides,  and  in  barren  paflures,  flowering 
in  July  and  Auguft. 

This  plant  Is  given  to  cattle  that  have  the  bloody  flux,  and 
has  been  found  fervieeable  in  the  fame  complaints  of  the  human 
fpecies.  Withering. 

Bruited  and  applied  to  recent  wounds  it  flops  the  effufion  of 
blood,  and  fpceddy  heals  them  ; and  taken  inwardly,  either  in 
powder  or  decoction,  it  flops  violent  purgings,  and  is  good  in 
the  whites,  and  other  female  complaints. 
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C U M M I N. 

Cuminum  Cyminum , 5.  a. 

Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  and  furnifhed  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Leaves  : of  the  compound  kind  ; they  are  divided  into  a yaft 
number  of  long  and  very  narrow  fegments,  and  are  a little  hairy. 

Stem:  round,  upright,  a little  branched,  and  abort  afoot 
high. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  pretty  large 
umbels,  but  fmgly  they  are  fmali,  and  white.  Each  umbel  is 
furrounded  at  thebafe  by  a fence  of  four  or  five  long  narrow 
leaves,  fome  of  which  are  frequently  divided  into  three  i'eg- 
ments. 

Flower-cup:  fcarcely  perceptible. 

Blossom  : compofed  ot  five  petals,  which  are  notched  at  the 
ends. 

Chives  * five  ; fupporting  fimple  tip?. 

Point al  : the  feed- bud  is  egg-fhaped,  larger  than  the  flower, 
and  fit  tinted  beneath  it ; there  are  two  very  fmali  fliafts  in  each 
flower,  with  fimple  tips. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower;  they  are  egg-Pnaped,  convex 
on  one  fide,  flat  on  the  other,  and  marked  with  very  ihailow 
furrows,  or  fcores  on  both. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft,  and  is  much  cultivated  in  the 
fouthern  parts  of  Europe  for  the  fake  of  its  feeds,  which  are 
ufed  in  medicine.  It  is  in  flower  during  the  months  of  June 
and  July.  s 

The  feeds  are  kept  in  the  (hops,  and  have  a very  difagreeable 
flavour,  butpoflcfs  confulerable  virtues,  being  excellent  againfl 
the  cholic,  and  wind  in  the  ftomach.  Bruited,  and  applied  ex- 
ternally in  form  of  a plaifter,  they  will  frequency  remove 
flitches,  and  other  pains  in  the  Tides  and  bread. 


CUJ’RANT. 
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C U R R A N T.  Black. 

Ribes  Nigrum,  5.1. 

Roots  : woody,  and  hung  with  innumerable  fibres. 

Stem:  fnrubby,  covered  with  a fmooth  blackifh  bark,  di- 
vided into  numerous  branches,  and  fix  or  feven  feet  high. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  moderately  long  leaf-ftalks;  they  are 
large,  divided  into  feveral  lobes,  notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a 
dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  cluflers  from  the  fides  of  the  young 
branches;  they  are  fmall  and  of  a greenifli  hue. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  divided  into 
five  oblong,  concave,  reflected,  and  coloured  fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall,  blunt,  upright  petals, 
which  are  attached  to  the  fides  of  the  cup. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  upright,  and  attached  to 
the  flower-cup  ; the  tips  are  comprefled,  and  fixed  fideways. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  and  placed,  below  the 
bloffom  ; the  fhaft  cloven,  and  terminated  by  two  blunt  fum- 
mits. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundifh  berry,  which  is  black  when  ripe. 

Seeds:  feveral;  they  are  of  a globular  figure,  but  a little 
comprefled. 

It  grows  wild  in  many  parts  of  England,  in  wet  meadows, 
and  on  the  banks  of  rivers.  The  flowers  make  their  appearance 
in  May,  and  the  fruit  is  ripe  in  September. 

All  the  parts  of  this  flirub  have  a ftrong,  and  to  many  people 
a very  difagreeable  fmell.  The  juice  of  the  berries  boiled  up 
with  lugar,  affords  a jelly,  which  is  exceedingly  ufeful  in  fore 
throats,  particularly  thofe  of  the  inflammatory  kind. 

The  young  roots  infufed  in  boiling  water  afford  an  ufeful 
liquor  in  fevers  of  the  eruptive  kind,  which  is  alfo  good  for  the 
dyfentry,  or  flux  in  cattle.  Withering. 

C Y P E R U S.  Long. 

SWEET  CYPERUS,  ENGLISH  GALANGALE. 

Cyperus  Longus,  3. 1. 

Root:  perennial,  and  of  an  oblong,  irregular  figure.  It  has 
a pleafing  aromatic  fmell. 
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• 1 

Stem:  leafy,  firm,  upright,  three  cornered,  and  terminated 
by  compound  t'pikes  of  flowers,  which  confilt  of  little  ears,  fup- 
ported  on  feparate  fpreading  fruit-ftalks. 

Leaves  : long,  and  grallv,  fliarp  at  the  points,  and  of  a fine 
green  colour. 

Flowers:  fmalfl  and  brown. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  fmall  fcaly  leaves,  which  lie 
over  each  other  like  the  tiling  of  a houfe. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  very  fliort,  and  have  oblong  fur- 
rowed tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  very  fmall;  the  fliaft  very  long 
and  (lender,  with  hair-like  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seed:  Angle  (one  in  each  flower)  three  , cornered,  and  fliarp 
pointed. 

It  is  found  in  bogs  and  marfliy  places,  but  not  very  common. 
The  flowers  appear  in  July. 

The  root  is  the  part  ufed  in  medicine.  It  is  of  an  aromatic 
bitter  tafte,  and  accounted  good  for  pains  of  the  head  and 
ftomach.  It  alfo  operates  by  urine,  and  greatly  increafes  the 
quantity  of  that  difcharge. 

CYPRESS.  Tree* 

Cuprejfus  Sempervirens,  a I.  9. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem:  treelike,  and  full  of  branches,  which  grow  fhorter 
and  fmaller  towards  the  top,  fo  as  to  give  the  tree  an  exadt 
conical  figure.  It  is  covered  with  a reddifh  brown  bark,  and 
rifes  to  the  height  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet. 

Leaves  : very  fmall,  and  fliarp  pointed  ; they  entirely  cover 
the  young  fhoots,  and  are  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  tree. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  an  egg-fliaped  catkin, 
confilling  of  feveral  fcattered  fcaly  leaves,  of  a roundilh  figure, 
but  pointed. 

Blossom  : wanting.  / 

Chives:  wanting;  the  tips  are  four  in  number,  and  are 
fituated  on  the  lower  part  of  the  fcale  of  the  cup. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  a rouiulifh  cone,  com- 
pofed of  large  egg-fliaped  fcales. 

Blossom  : wauting. 

N°  IV, 


T 


Pointal  : 


Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  very  obfcure,  but  there  are  m&ny 
lliort  points  perceptible,  within  each  i'cale  of  which  the  cone  is 
compofed,  which  are  lopped  and  concave  at  the  top.  Thefe  are 
fuppofed  to  be  the  (hafts. 

Seed-vesseL:  wanting. 

Seeds  : fmall,  angular,  pointed,  and  fituated  under  the 
fcales  of  the  cone. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Archipelago  iflands. 

The  fruit  gathered  before  it  is  quite  ripe  and  dried,  is  an  ex- 
cellent balfamic  and  ftyptic  medicine.  It  (tops  bleeding  at  the 
nofe,  the  bloody  flux,  fpilting  of  blood,  and  is  good  in  exceffive 
difeharges  of  the  menfes.  Hill . 


daffodil. 

Narctjfus  Pfciulo  Narelffus}  6.  i. 

/ 

Root  : a roundifh  bulb,  about  the  fize  of  a walnut,  with  a 

Clutter  of  pretty  large  fibres  at  the  bafe. 

Leaves  : long,  narrow',  entire  on  the  edges,  fmooth,  and  of 

a deep  green  colour. 

Si  em  : upright,  obtufely  angular,  and  about  a foot  high. 
Flower  : folitary,  large,  and  yellow. 

Fi.ower-cup  : a blunt,  oblong  (heath,  a little  compre fled, 
burlling  open  on  the  flat  fide,  and  (hrivelling. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  fix  flat,  egg-fliaped,  tapering  petals, 
fixed  on  the  outlide  of  a large  upright,  bell-fhaped  honey-cup, 
which  is  as  long  as  the  petals,  and  waved,  or  curled  at  the  mouth. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  fixed  to  theinfide  of  the 
honey-cup,  but  are  fhorter  than  it,  and  have  rather  longilh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
Js  of  a roundilb  figure,  with  three  obtufe  corners;  the  (haft  is 
(lender,  longer  than  the  chives,  and  fupports  a blunt,  concave 
fummit,  divided  into  three  parts.  ...... 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh,  three  cornered  capfule,  divided 

into  three  cells.  ..  .....  ^ 

Seeds:  numerous,  roundifli,  and  furmflied  with  htde  ap- 
pendages. 

It  grows  wild  in  many  parts  of  England,  and  is  in  a double 
ftate  to  which  it  has  been  raifed  by  culture,  an  inhabitant  of 
ftlmofl;  every  garden*  The 


FAMILY  HERBAL.  139 

The  frefh  root  is  acrid,  and  taken  internally,  it  -firft  caufea 
vomiting,  and  afterwards  purges  a little.  Bruited  and  applied  to 
wounds,  bruifes,  or  drains,  it  removes  the  inflammation  and 
pain  with  which  they  are  attended,  and  effeds  a l'peedy  cure. 


DAISY. 

Beilis  Per  minis,  19.3. 

Root:  perennial;  confifting  of  numerous,  long,  flendcr, 
white  fibres,  connected  into  a fmall  head. 

Leaves  : riling  from  the  head  of  the  root  in  a large  circular 
clufter;  they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  blunt  at  the  extremities, 
{lightly  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Stems:  frequently  numerous ; they  are  round,  hairy,  and 
three  or  four  inches  high. 

Flowers  : folitary,  large,  and  of  the  compound  kind  ; they 
are  rood  commonly  white,  but  the  outfide  florets  are  more  or 
lefs  tinged  with  a beautiful  carmine  red,  and  the  center  is  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  feveral  (from  10  to  20)  fmall, 
pointed  leaves,  placed  in  a double  row. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  in  the  cen- 
ter, are  of  a tubular  figure,  notched  at  the  mouth,  and  furni Hi- 
ed with  both  chives  and  pointals.  In  the  circumference  or 
outfide,  fiat,  pointed,  very  (lightly  marked  with  three  notches, 
and  furnifhed  with  pointals  only. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  hair-like,  very  (hort,  and  united  by 
the  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed  bud  is  egg-fhaped,  the  fliaft  (lender,  and 
the  fummit  notched  at  the  end,  but  the  (hafts  in  thofe  florets 
which  produce  only  pointals,  are  furniflied  with  two  fymmits 
to  each. 

Seed-vessel;  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  egg-(haped,  flattifli,  and  unfurnifiied  with  a 
feather. 

/ 

It  is  common  in  meadows  and  paftures,  where  it  continues  to 
flower  from  March  till  the  latter  end  of  September. 

The  leaves  are  (lightly  acid  ; the  roots  pofiefs  a penetrating 
pungency,  and  are  confiderably  aftringent.  A ftrong  decodfion 
of  them  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  fcorbutic  complaints,  but  the 
ufe  of  it  rnuft  be  continued  for  a confiderable  length  of  time 
before  its  effects  will  appear. 

T2 
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D A I S Y.  Large. 

OX-EYE,  MOON  FLOWER. 

f 

Chryfanthemum  Leucanthemum,  19.  %. 


Root  : perennial  ; it  iscompofed  of  numerous  fibres,  which 
are  connected  into  ahead,  as  in  the  laft  defcribed  plant. 

Stem  : eredt,  fcored,  branched  but  fparingly,  and  a foot  or 
more  high.  • 

Leaves':  long,  and  moderately  broad;  thofe  that  rife  im- 
mediately from  t!  e root  ftand  on  longifh  leaf-italics;  but  thofe 
on  the. Item  are  "without  any  fuch  fupport.  They  are  all  of 
them  notched  on  the  edges,  and  fometimes  very  deeply  cut  and 
jagged  towards  the  bafe. 

Flowers:  produced  fingly  at  the  extremities  of  the  branches ; 
they  are  large,  white  in  the  circumference,  and  yellow  in  the 
middle. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  numerous  feales,  which  lie  very 
clofely  over  each  other,  and  terminate  in  a membranaceous  point. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets.  Thofe  in  the  cen- 
ter are  tubular,  and  contain  both  chives  and  pointals;  thofe  in 
the  circumference  are  narrow,  of  an  oblong  form,  with  three 
flight  notches  at  the  dnd,  and  contain  only  pointals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fliort  and  hair-like,  and  have 
their  Ijps  united  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  egg-lhaped,  the  fhafts  thread- 
fhaped, longer  than  the  chives,  apd  terminated  by  one  or  twq 
blunt  refiedted  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  oblong,  and  without  a feather. 


It  is  frequent  in  dry  paftures,  and  flowers  in  June. 

A ftrong  infufion  of  the  flowers  is  good  againft  colds,  coughs, 
fhortnefe  of  breath,  and  molt  other  diforders  of  the  brealt  and 
lungs.  Hill. 


DANDELION. 


I 
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DANDELION. 

PISS- A-BED. 

Leontodon  Taraxacum,  19. 1. 

Root  : perrenial,  long,  thick,  frequently  divided,  and  full  of 
a bitterifh  milky  juice. 

Leaves  : numerous  and  large  ; they  are  long,  broadeft  at  the 
extremity,  deeply  cut,  and  notched  on  the  edges,  fmooth  on  the 
furface,  and  of  a lively  green  colour. 

Stems  : numerous ; they  are  round,  hollow,  frriooth,  of  a 
tender  fubftance,  and  eight  or  ten  inches  high. 

Flowers:  of  the  compound  kind  ; they  arelarge  and  yellow, 
and  terminate  the  Items  fingly. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  numerous  fcaly  leaves,  the 
outermoft  of  which  are  generally  refledted  down  to  their  bafes. 

Blossom  : confining  of  numerous  uniform  florets;  they  are 
formed  each  of  a fingle  petal,  which  is  flat,  narrow,  lopped,  and 
marked  at  the  end  with  five  pretty  deep  notches,  all  of  them 
Contain  both  chives  and  pointals,  and  they  grow  gradually  fhorter 
from  the  circumference  towards  the  center. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  very  (hort  and  (lender,  and  have  their 
tips  united  into  a hollow  cylindrical  body. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  nearly  egg-fliaped,  the  fhaft  (len- 
der, and  pretty  long,  with  twm  reflected  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  of  an  oblong  form,  rough,  and  furnifhed 
with  a hair-like  feather,  fupported  on  a long  pillar. 

It  is  common  in  meadows,  gardens,  paftures,  ditches,  banks, 
&c.  and  flowers  from  April  till  September. 

It  is  a diuretic  of  confiderable  efficacy,  from  which  quality  it 
received  the  vulgar  title  of  Pifs-a-bed,  by  which  it  is  known,  not 
only  in  this  ifland,  but  in  mod  European  countries.  A ftrong 
decodtion  bf  the  plant  is  frequently  found  ferviceable  in  the 
(tone  and  gravel,  and  the  young  leaves  eaten  as  a faliad  are  ex- 
cellent in  fcorbutic  complaints. 


DARNEL- 
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DARNEL,. 

RAY-GRASS,  RYE-GRASS,  CRAP. 

Lolittm  Pcrenne , 3.  2. 

Root:  perennial  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  tough,  jointed,  and  a foot  arid  a half  high. 

Leases:  long,  narrow,  fharp  pointed,  and  of  a deep  green 
colour. 

h lowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  a fmall  flat  ear,  or  fpike, 
which  is  of  a browifh  colour. 

I lower-cup  : a Angle  awl-fhaped  fcale,  or  valve,  Handing 
oppofite  to  a bending  in  the  fpike. 

Blossom  : computed  of  two  valves,  or  fcales,  the  lowermolt  of 
which  is  very  narrow,  {harp  pointed,  rolled  inwards,  and  as  long 
as  the  cup.  The  upper  one  more  blunt,  and  concave  above. 

Chives  : three;  they  are  fhorter  than  the  bloflom,  hair-like, 
and  furniflied  with  oblong  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  very  fmall,  and  the  {hafts  arc 
wanting,  but  there  are  two  fmall  woolly,  or  downy  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  of  an  oblong  compreflTed  form,  convex  on 
the  one  lide,  and  flat,  but  furrowed  on  the  other. 

1 It  grows  in  dry  paflures  and  by  road  fides,  and  flowers  in  June. 

The  roots  dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  are  very  aftringent, 
and  Are  good  againft  violent  purgings,  overflowings  of  the 
menfes,  and  all  other  fluxes  and  hemorrhages ; but  in  order  to 
be  productive  of  any  great  advantage,  the  ufe  of  them  mull  be 
continued  for  a confiderable  time  ; it  being  a medicine  better 
adapled  for  habitual  complaints  of  this  nature  than  for  any  thing 
that  happens  fuddenly.  Hill. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  Darnel  common  in  corn-fields, 
the  fpikes  or  ears  of  which  are  bearded,  and  of  a whitifh 
colour,  in  other  circumflanees  it  nearly  agrees  with  the  pre- 
ceding defcription  The  feeds  of  this  mixed  with  bread  corn, 
or  malted  with  bailey,  occafum  llupefadion  and  drunkennefs  : 
made  into  bread  with  only  a fmall  proportion  of  wheat,  it  has 
been  known  to  caufe  vomiting,  purging,  violent  choirs,  and 
death.  Withering. 


/ 
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D E V I L’s-R  I T. 

Scabiofa  Suecifa,  4.  1. 


Root  : perennial,  thick,  fhort,  and  fibrous ; it  appears  as  if 
broken  off  at  the  extremity,  and  is  brown  on  the  outtide. 

Leaves:  large  and  numerous;  thofe  that  proceed  immedi- 
ately from  the  root  Hand  on  longilh  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  generally 
very  entire  on  the  edges  ; thofe  which  grow  on  the  ftera  are 
deftitute  of  leaf-ftalks,  and  frequently  notched  on  the  edges. 
They  are  all  of  them  of  a deep  green  colour,  and  a little  hairy. 

Stem  : flender,  upright,  a little  branched,  and  about  two  feet 
high. 

Flowers:  large;  they  terminate  the  branches  fingly,  are  of 
a deep  blue  colour,  and  are  nearly  allied  to  the  compound 
flowers  of  the  nineteenth  clafs. 

Flower-cup:  tripple ; the  outermeft  confifts  of  many 
pointed,  fpreading  leaves,  and  includes  a great  number  of  florets, 
each  of  which  is  furnilhed  with  a feparate  double  cup. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  are  of  a 
tubular  figure,  and  marked  at  the  mouth  with  four  flight 
notches. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  flender,  and  fupport  oblong  tips, 
fixed  tideways. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  placed  beneath  the  blofiom,  and 
included  in  a fheath,  which  refembles  a little  cup  ; the  lhaft  is 
thread-fhaped,  and  as  long  as  the  blofiom,  with  a blunt  fummit, 
obliquely  notched  at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  and  egg-fliaped. 


It  is  found  in  dry  paftures,  and  flowers  in  June  and  the  fuc- 
ceeding  months. 

A ftrong  decodtion  of  the  plant  taken  internally,  and  con- 
tinued for  a confiderable  length  of  time,  was  (and  ftill  continues) 
a favourite  noftrum  with  many  for  venereal  d.feafes.  Withering. 

A decodtion  of  the  leaves  is  good  in  coughs,  and  other  dif- 
orders  of  the  lungs.  The  root  dried  and  taken  in  powder, 
caufes  fweat,  and  is  a good  medicine  in  fevers.  Hill. 


DILL. 
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DILI,. 

A net  hum  Graveole/is,  5.2. 

Root  : annual,  long,  (lender,  and  furnifiied  with  many  (mail 
fibres. 

Stem:  round,  upright,  hollow,  (cored,  divided  into  many 
branches,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves:  large,  and  divided  into  a vaft  number  of  fine  hair- 
like fegments. 

F lowers  : terminating  the  firm  and  branches  in  large  naked 
rundles;  they  are  fmall  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup  : fcarcely  perceptible. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fhort  petals,  which  are  rolled  in- 
wards, and  very  entire. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  (lender,  and  have  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  placed  below  the  blofifom,  and  fup- 
ports  two  (hafts,  which  arc  placed  almolt  together,  but  fo  fmall 
as  to  be  hardly  perceived,  and  terminated  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connected  together,  of  an  oval  figure, 
convex  on  the  one  fide,  and  fcored,  but  flat  and  fmooth  on  the 
other. 

It  is  a native  of  Spain,  but  cultivated  in  our  gardens  for  efeu- 
lent  purpofes,  and  flowers  with  us  in  July. 

The  feeds  are  warm  to  the  tafte,  and  have  a firong  difagree- 
able  arotfiatic  fmell.  Given  in  dofes  of  a drachm,  or  there- 
abouts, they  difperfe  wind  in  the  ftomach,  help  digeftion,  and 
cure  the  cholic.  They  likewife  operate  by  urine,  and  are  faid 
to  be  an  infallible  cure  for  the  chin-cough,  but  I think  without 
foundation. 


D I T T A N D E R. 

PEPPERWORT,  POOR  MAN’s  PEPPER. 

Ltpidium  Lat folium,  15.  1. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  and  (lender;  it  creeps  obliquely 
under  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and  fends  fortjr  leaves  and 
young  (hoots  in  feveral  places. 


Leaves: 
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Leaves:  large,  of  an  oblong  form,  broad  and  notched  on 
the  edges.  Thofe  which  proceed  immediately  from  the  root 
ftand  on  long  flender  leaf-ftalks,  but  thofe  on  the  ftera  have 
fcarcely  any,  and  are  a great  deal  fmaller. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  divided  into  feveral  branches* 
and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  great  numbers; 
fingly  they  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  fmall,  egg-fhaped*  concave 
leaves,  which  foon  fall  off,  after  the  opening  of  the  blofiom. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  inverfely  egg^/haped  petals* 
which  are  more  than  twice  as  long  as  the  cup,  and  have  nar- 
row claws. 

Chives  : fix;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  two  of  them  which 
ftand  oppofite  are  fliorter  than  the  others.  The  tips  are  fimple* 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  the  fhaft  fimple,  and 
terminated  by  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a heart-fhaped  pouch,  flightly  notched  at  the 
end,  and  comprefled,  with  /harp  edges. 

Seeds:  many;  they  are  oval,  tapering,  and  narrow  at  the 
bafe. 

It  grows  wild  in  meadows  and  pafture  grounds  in  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  flowers  in  June  and  July. 

The  whole  plant  has  a violent  acrid  tafte,  and  is  good  in  fcor- 
butic  diforders.  An  infufion  of  it  caufes  vomiting.  Withering. 

An  infufion  of  the  fre/h  gathered  leaves  is  a good  diuretic,  and 
cleanfes  the  kidneys  and  bladder  from  gravel ; it  likevvife> pro- 
motes the  menfes,  and  the  neceflary  evacuations  after  delivery. 
The  leaves  chewed  in  the  mouth  excite  a difcharge  of  watery 
humc^Urs  from  the  head,  and  cure  the  tooth-ach. 


DITTANY  of  Crete* 

Origanum  DiBamnus , 14.  1. 

% 

Root:  perennial;  it  confifts  of  many  long,  flender,  tough 
fibres,  which  are  connected  by  their  upper  extremities  into  a 
fmall  head. 

Stem  : fomewhat  flirubby  ; it  is  fquare,  upright,  of  a hardilh 
fubftance,  full  of  branches,  and  ten  inches,  or  a foot  high. 

U Leaves; 
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Leaves  : produced  in  pairs  atifmall  diftances  from  each  other; 
they  are  of  a roundifh  figure,  with  a little  point,  and  covered 
with  a thick  woolly  fubftance. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  branches  in  loofe  drooping  fpikes ; 
they  are  final!,  of  a purple  colour,  and  intermixed  with  floral 
leaves,  the  extremi.ies  of  which  are  alfo  tinged  with  purple. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a tingle  unequal  leaf. 

Blossom:  of  the  gaping  kind  ; it  confifts  of  a cylindric  com- 
prefled  tube,  and  a border,  divided  into  two  lips  ; the  upper- 
moft  of  which  is  eredt,  flat,  blunt,  and  notched  at  the  end;  the 
lowermoft  divided  into  three  lobes,  or  fegments. 

Chives:  four  (two  fhort  and  two  long)  they  are  flender,  as 
long  as  the  bloflom,  and  terminated  by  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  from  the 
middle  of  which  rifes  a flender  lhaft,  as  long  as  the  bloflom,  and 
is  terminated  by  a fummit  which  is  flightly  cloven. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : four  after  each  flower  ; they  are  egg-fliaped,  and  con- 
tained in  the  bottom  of  the  cup. 


It  is  a native  of  the  Greek  iflands,  and  fome  of  the  vaime. 
European  countries.  The  flowers  appear  in  July. 

The  leaves  are  kept  by  the  druggifts,  and  have  been  greatly 
celebrated  for  their  efficacy  in  the  cure  of  wounds.  Whether 
they  poflefs  any  particular  virtues  of  that  kind  I cannot  pretend 
to  determine  ; they  are  however  good  in  nervous  diforders. 
weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  and  fuppreffion  of  the  menftrual  dif- 

charge. 

DITTANY.  White. 


fraxinella. 

DlBamnus  Albus,  10.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  many  long,  thick,  tough 

fibres 

Stem:  robuft,  of  a firm  fubftance,  branched,  and  two  or 

three  feet  high.  . 

Leaves  : large,  and  very  beautiful ; they  are  of  the  winged 
kind,  and  confift  of  about  five  pair  of  little  leaves,  and  an  odd 
one,  connected  to  the  main  rib  of  the  leaf  by  fhort  leaf-fta  ks. 
Thefe  partial  leaves  are  of  an  oblong  figure,  (lightly  notched  on 
the  edges,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 


Flowers  : 
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Flowers:  placed  at  the  ends  of  the  branches  in  a kind  of 
fpike;  they  are  large,  and  of  a beautiful  pale  red  colour. 

Flower  cup  : formed  of  five  fmall,  oblong,  pointed  leaves. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  unequal,  egg-lhaped,  pointed 
petals,  with  longiffi  claws.  Two  of  them  bend  upwards ; two 
are  placed  in  an  oblique  pofition  at  the  fide,  and  one  bends 
downward*. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  of  unequal  lengths, 
with  four  cornered  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  has  five  angles;  the  fiiaft  is  fhort, 
and  terminates  in  an  acute  fummit. 

Seed-vessels:  five  comprefied,  pointed  capfules,  joined  to- 
gether by  their  margins  below,  but  having  their  tips  diftant. 

Seeds:  two  in  each  capfule ; they  are  fmooth,  and  egg- 
lhaped. 

It  is  a native  of  France  and  Italy,  but  is  common  enough  in 
our  gardens,  where  it  ilowers  in  the  middle  of  fummer. 

The  tops  of  this  plant  afford  a refinous  matter,  which  is  of 
a fragrant  fmell,  and  fo  very  inflammable,  that  if  a lighted  candle 
be  brought  near  enough  for  the  flame  to  touch  the  rofin,  the 
whole  immediately  takes  fire  and  goes  off  with  a fmart  explo- 
fion,  but  without  damaging  the  plant  in  the  leaft. 

The  roots  are  the  only  part  ufed  in  medicine,  and  they  are  of 
a cordial,  fudorific  nature,  and  are  good  in  fevers,  and  in  nervous 
and  hyfteric  complaints.  A ftrong  infufion  of  the  young  tops  is 
a pleafant  and  efficacious  medicine  for  the  gravel.  It  works 
powerfully  by  urine,  and  gives  eafe  in  tbofe  cholicky  pains 
which  are  fo  frequently  attendant  on  that  diforder. 

DOCK,  CURLED  LEAVED. 

Rumex  Crifpus , 6.  3. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  and  of  a yellow  colour. 

Stem  : thick,  firm,  upright,  branched,  and  two  or  three  feet 
high. 

Leaves  : placed  on  long  leaf-flalks  ; they  are  large,  broadeft 
in  the  middle,  fharp  pointed,  and  waved,  or  curled  on  the  edges. 

Flowers  : numerous ; they  terminate  the  Item  and  branches 
in  vaft  long  fpikes,  and  are  of  a greenifh  colour. 

Flower-cup:  three  leaved;  the  leaves  are  blunt,  and  reflect- 
ed, or  bent  backwards. 


U 3 


Blossom  : 
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Blossom  ; compofed  of  three  egg-ftiaped  petals,  which  very 
much  referable  the  leaves  of  the  cup,  but  are  larger,  and  have 
roundifh  grains  on  their  outfide. 

Chives  : fix  ; they  are  (lender,  and  very  fhort;  the  tips  arc 
double,  and  ftand  in  an  ereft  pofition. 

Poixtal  : the  feed-bud  is  three  cornered,  and  fupports  three 
hair-like  fhafts,  which  are  refledted,  and  furnilhed  with  large 
jagged  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  fingle,  three  fided,  and  inclofed  by  the  approaching 
petals,  which  co'mpofe  the  blofibm. 

It  is  common  in  paftures  and  cultivated  grounds,  and  pro- 
duces its  flowers  in  June  and  July. 

The  frefh  roots  bruifed  and  made  into  an  ointment,  cure  the 
itch,  and  a ftrong  decodtion  of  them  anfwers  the  fame  purpofe. 
The  feeds  have  been  given  with  great  advantage  in  the  bloody 
flux.  Withering. 

DOCK,  SHARP  POINTED. 

Rumex  Acutus,  6.  3. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  brown  on  the  outfide,  but 
yellow  within,  and  of  an  auftere  tafte. 

Stem  : angular,  firm,  branched,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : large,  long,  with  a heart-like  indentment  at  the 
bafe,  fmooth  at  the  edges,  pointed,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers,  &c.  refembling  thofe  of  the  laft  deferibed  fpecies. 

It  is  found  in  meadows  and  paftures,  in  a rich  foil,  and  is  in 
flower  with  the  preceding. 

A ftrong  infufion  of  the  roots  of  this  plant  is  an  excellent 
medicine  in  fcorbutic  complaints,  and  for  what  is  generally 
called  fweetning  the  blood.  Hill. 


DOCK, 


1 
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DOCK,  Water. 

Rum  ex  Uydrolapatbum , 6.  3. 

Root  : perennial,  large,  very  thick,  blackifh  on  the  outfide, 
but  white  within. 

Stem:  thick,  angular,  furrowed,  two  or  three  feet  high, 
branching  towards  the  top,  and  of  a greenifh  colour. 

Leaves  : placed  on  long  leaf-ftalks;  they  are  a foot  and  half, 
or  two  feet  long,  four  or  five  inches  wide,  a little  waved  at  the 
edges,  and  of  a fine  green  colour. 

Flowers,  &c.  as  in  the  others. 

A decoCtion  of  the  root  is  of  great  efficacy,  either  ufed  ex- 
ternally as  a waffi  for  putrid  fpongy  gums,  or  taken  inwardly, 
in  that  and  other  fcorbutic  diforders.  It  is  likewife  ferviceable 
in  the  rheumatifm,  and  in  lingering  complaints  arifing  from  ob- 
ItruCtions  in  the  vifcera.  The  powdered  root  is  an  excellent 
thing  to  clean  the  teeth  with,  and  may  be  freely  ufed  without 
endangering  the  enamel.  Withering. 

The  feeds  of  this,  and  all  the  other  kinds  of  docks,  are  of  an 
aftringent  binding  nature,  and  may  be  ufeful  in  purgings  and 
fluxes. 

DODDER. 

Cufcuta  Europe  a,  4*  2. 

Root  : annual;  confiding  of  a few  long  and  (lender  fibres, 
which  are  pretty  much  branched,  and  of  a reddilli  colour. 

Stems:  numerous;  they  are  thread-ffiaped,  and  twift  them- 
felves  in  a fpiral  direction  from  the  right  to  the  left  about  any 
other  plant  that  rifes  in  their  way  ; but  if  there  happens  to  be 
none  for  them  to  lay  hold  on  they  prefently  die.  Whey  they 
have  once  fattened  themfelves  to  the  branches  of  any  plant,  and 
begin  to  be  well  eftabliffied  there,  the  root  dies,  the  ftems  that 
rofe  from  the  ground  wither,  and  this  ftrange  plant  lives  and 
flourifhes  among  the  branches  of  that  to  which  it  has  attached 
itfelf,  and  draws  its  nourilhment  from  them.  Their  colour 
when  in  perfection  is  purple. 

Leaves:  wanting,  except  a few  fmall  membranaceous  feales, 
which  are  fcattered  here  and  there,  may  be  called  fo. 

Flowers  : 


i 
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Flowers  : produced  in  little  round  clutters  on  one  fide  of  the 
items ; they  are  of  a fiethy  fubttance,  and  a pale  purple  colour. 

Flower-cup:  one  leaved,  with  four  notches;  it  has  fome 
refemblance  in  fhape  to  a drinking  glafs,  and  is  of  a flelhy  fub- 
itance  at  the  bafe. 

Blossom:  a (ingle  egg-thaped  petal,  fomething  longer  than 
the  cup,  and  marked  with  four  (light  notches  at  the  mouth  ; 
within  is  a honey-cup,  confiding  of  four  flrap-lhaped  fcalesi 
which  are  cloven  at  the  end,  (harp,  and  united  to  the  blofi'om  at 
the  bafe  of  the  chives. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl  (haped,  as  long  as  the  flower- 
cup,  and  have  fmall  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  and  fupports  two  (hort, 
upright  (hatts,  with  fimple  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  roundilh,  of  a flelhy  fubftance,  and  divided 
into  two  cells. 

Seeds  : two  in  each  cell,  fmall. 

It  is  common  in  France,  Germany,  and  other  parts  of  Europe, 
but  is  very  rarely  if  ever  found  in  Great-Britain. 

The  whole  plajit  is  bitter.  An  infulion  of  it  in  the  propor- 
tion of  an  ounce  to  a pint  of  w-ater  is  a brifk  purge,  and  is  of 
confiderable  efficacy  in  obftrndtions  of  the  vifeera,  likewife  in 
(corbutre  complaints,  and  the  fciatica.  The  frefh  herb  bruifed 
and  applied  externally,  is  excellent  in  difperfing  fcrophulous 
tumours. 


dog-tooth. 

Erythronium  Dens  Cams. 

Root  : perennial ; it  is  a roundifh  bulb  about  the  fize  of  a 
laige  hazle  nut,  with  feveral  large  fibres  growing  from  its  bafe, 
and  is  full  of  a thick  (limy  juice. 

Leaves  : large,  and  very  beautiful ; only  two  proceed  from 
a bulb,  and  they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  broad,  entire  at  the 
edges,  and  of  a lively  green  colour,  elegantly  fpotted  with  brown 
or  purple.  , 

Stem  : round,  (lender,  weak,  five  or  fix  inches  high,  and  of 
a greenifli  colour  towards  the  top,  but  frequently  white  at  the 
bottom. 

Flowers:  large,  and  extremely  elegant;  there  is  one 
placed  at  the  extremity  of  each  (tern,  which  droops  with  its 

weight. 
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weight,  as  being  too  weak  to  fupport  it ; their  colour  is  molt 
commonly  white,  but  they  are  i'ometimes  of  an  elegant  pale 
crimfon  colour. 

Flower-cup  : wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  fix  oblong,  pointed  petals,  which  ex- 
pand gradually,  and  are  reflected  from  about  the  middle. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-ihaped,  very  fliort,  and  have  ob- 
long tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed  bud  is  of  an  oval  figure,  the  fhaft  fimple, 
ftraight,  fhorter  than  the  bloffoin,  and  terminated  by  a three- 
fold, expanding,  blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundilh  capfule,  which  is  narrowed  at  the 
bafe,  and  divided  into  three  cells. 

Seeds  : numerous,  fmall,  egg-lhaped,  and  pointed*. 

It  is  a native  of  Italy  and  Germany,  but  is  common  in  our 
gardens,  where  it  flowers  early  in  the  ipring. 

The  exprefled  juice  of  the  frefh  gathered  roots  is  an  excellent  1 
remedy  for  worms  in  children,  but  mud  be  given  in  fmall  dofes 
at  fird,  and  ^afterwards  to  be  increafed  by  degrees,  according 
to  the  effects  which  it  produces.  Hill. 

The  exprefled  juice  appears  to  be  too  drong  for  young  chil- 
dren, and  it  is  my  opinion,  that  an  infufion  of  the  roots  in  any 
agreeable  liquor  would  be  more  fafe,  and  equally  efficacious, 
only  it  mud  be  taken  in  a little  larger  quantity. 


D R A G O N S. 

Arum  Draconitum , zo.  i. 

Root  : perennial,  large,  thick,  full  of  juice,  and  furnilhed 
with  a multitude  of  fibres. 

Leaves:  large,  and  very  beautiful;  they  are  fupported  on 
very  long  leaf-dalks,  and  confid  of  feveral  long,  and  moderate- 
ly broad  fegments,  difpofed  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  refemble  the 
fingers  of  a man’s  hand. 

Stem  : round,  fmooth,  upright,  of  a fpongy  fubdance,  four 
feet  high,  and  of  a vvhitifh  colour,  curioufly  marbled,  andfpotted 
with  purple  and  green,  like  the  fkin  of  a ferpent,  from  which 
circumdance  it  probably  received  its  Englifh  name.  The  leaves 
which  grow  on  the  flcm  dand  fingly,  and  refemble  thofe  from 
the  root,  being  compofed  of  feveral  fegments,  and  of  a lively 
green  colour. 


Flower  : 
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Flower  : terminating  the  flem  fingly;  it  is  large,  and  of  a 
green  colour  on  the  outfide,  but  of  a deep  and  elegant  purple 
within. 

Flower-cup:  a large  oblong  fheath,  lapping  over  at  the 
bottom,  and  inclofing  a large  club,  which  is  fometimes  of  a fine 
red  colour,  and  fometimes  white. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  wanting;  the  tips  are  numerous,  four  cornered, 
and  placed  immediately  on  the  body  of  the  club. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  pretty  numerous,  and  furround 
the  lower  part  of  the  club  : the  fliafts  are  wanting,  but  each 
feed-bud  is  crowned  with  a bearded  fummit. 

Seed-vessels  : numerous  roundith  berries,  placed  together 
in  a clutter,  and  when  ripe  of  a beautiful  red  colour. 

Seeds  : feveral  in  each  berry  ; they  are  of  a roundith  figure. 

m « , 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  and  flowers  in 
our  gardens  in  the  month  of  Augutt. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  an  almoft  infupportable  acrid  tafle 
while  freth,  but  it  lofes  the  greateft  part  of  that  quality  in  dry- 
ing. It  was  formerly  much  etteemed  for  its  fuppofed  efficacy 
in  malignant  fevers,  the  fmall  pox,  and  other  diforders,  and  was 
alfo  fuppofed  to  be  a noble  fudorific  and  refitter  of  poifon,  but 
it  is  at  prefent  very  little  regarded. 

D R O P W O R T. 

Spirea  Filipendeula,  12.4. 

■r  ' 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  a great  number  of  fibres, 
to  which  are  connected  many  large  flethy  lumps,  which- are  of  a 
brown  colour  on  the  outfide,  but  white  within. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  but  little  branched,  and  two  or 
three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  interruptedly  winged;  they  hand  on  thort  leaf-* 
ftalks,  and  confitl  of  about  fix  or  eight  pair  of  little  leaves,  with 
an  odd  one  at  the  extremity  of  the  middle  rib,  divided  into  three 
lobes,  or  fegments,  the  other  being  undivided,  of  an  oblong 
figure,  and  notched  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  large  broad  tufts;  they 
are  white,  with  a clutter  of  yellow  threads  in  the  center. 

Flower-cup  : one  leaved,  flat  at  the  bafe,  and  divided  at  the 

mouth  into  five  tharp  pointed  fegments. 

A Blossom  : 
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Blossom:  compofed  of  five  fmall,  oblong  petals,  which 
are  attached  to  the  cup. 

Chives:  pretty  numerous  (more  than  twenty)  they  are 
(lender,  fhorter  than  the  bloffom,  fixed  to  the  cup,  and  fur- 
nilhed  with  roundilh  tips. 

PotNTAL  : the  feed-buds  are  five  or  more  in  number,  and 
fupport  the  fame  number  of  Ibafts,  which  are  thread- (h aped, 
as  long  as  the  chives,  and  terminated  with  globular  fummits, 

Seed-vessel  : an  oblong,  tapering,  comprefled  capfule,  of 
which  there  are  feveral  after  each  flower. 

Seeds  : but  few,  and  thofe  very  fmall. 

It  is  found  wild  in  dry  mountainous  paftures*  but  not  com- 
mon, and  flowers  in  the  latter  end  of  fummer. 

A deco&ion  of  the  roots  operates  by  urine,  and  brings  away 
gravel.  A tincture  of  it  made  in  wine  is  good  in  epileptic 
fits  and  other  diforders,  and  given  in  powder  it  has  been 
found  ferviceable  in  the  whites,  and  alfo  in  the  bloody  flux. 

DYER’S  WEED. 

YELLOW  WEED,  WOLD. 

Refeda  Luteola , n.  3. 

Root  : annual,  long,  white,  and  divided  into  feveral  parts, 
which  are  hung  with  numerous  fmall  fibres. 

Leaves:  difpofed  in  a large  round  tuft;  thofe  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  duller  are  very  long,  the  other  Ihorter  all  the  way 
to  the  center.  They  are  without  leaf-flalks,  entire  on  the 
edges,  but  a little  waved,  and  of  a light  green  colour. 

Stem:  Ample,  upright,  (lender,  and  two  or  three  feet 
high.  It  is  furnilhed  with  a few  fcattered  leaves  of  the  fame 
form  with  thofe  that  proceed  from  the  root,  but  of  a much 
yellower  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  in  along  fpike ; they  are 
fmall  and  yellow,  and  there  is  a fmall  floral  leaf  at  the  bafe 
of  each. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  and  divided  into 
four  (harp  pointed  fegments ; the  two  uppermoll  of  which 
ftand  a great  way  afunder. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  three  petals;  the  uppermofl  of 
which  is  divided  into  four  fegments,  the  other  two  are  of  an 
oblong  figure,  and  fometimes  cloven.  There  is  in  each  flower 
a honey-cup,  which  is  broad,  a little  hollowed  on  the  outer- 
Wc  V.  'X  fide 
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fide  at  the  bafe,  and  covered  by  a thin  concave  lid,  formed  by 
an  expanfion  of  the  claw  of  the  uppermoft  petal. 

Chives:  numerous  (from  twenty  to  thirty,  and  frequently 
more)  they  are  (hort,  and  fupport  blunt  upright  tips,  as  long 
as  the  bloflom. 

, Point ae:  the  feed-bud  is  of  a tapering  form,  with  three 
blunt  corners;  the  (haft  is  wanting,  but  there  are  three  fum- 
mits  placed  on  the  top  of  the  feed-bud. 

Seed-vessel:  a large  angular  capfule,  containing  nu- 
merous 

Seeds:  which  are  fmall,  kidney-fhaped,  and  attached  to 
the  angles  of  the  feed-veflel. 

It  grows  in  dry  wade  places  frequent,  and  produces  its 
flowers  in  June  and  July. 

A decodion  of  the  dried  tops  of  this  plant  is  faid  to  be  of 
great  efficacy  in  the  fcrophula  or  evil.  But  is  of  much  greater 
utility  in  the  art  of  dying  than  in  medicine. 


E 


L D E R. 

Sambucus  Nigra,  5:3. 


Root:  woody. 

, Stem:  ffirubby,  and  covered  with  a rough  whiteilh  bark: 
the  wood  is  hard  and  tough,  but  there  is  a hollow  in  the 
middle,  which  is  full  of  an  exceeding  light  pith.  The  young 
(hoots  are  thick,  tender,  and  of  very  quick  growth. 

Leaves  : winged  ; each  entire  leaf  confifts  of  three  or  four 
pair  of  little  leaves  placed  on  the  fide  of  a middle  rib,  with  an 
odd  one  at  the  end;  thefe  are  of  an  oval  (hape,  (harp  pointed, 
notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

F lowers  produced  in  large  cluiters,  orrundles;  they  are 
fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  very  fmall, 
and  divided  into  five  legments. 

Blossom:  a fingle  petal,  nearly  flat,  and  divided  into  five 
blunt,  refleded  fegments. 

Chives;  five;  they  are  awl-ihaped,  and  as  long  as  the 
bloflom,  with  roundiffi  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  lituated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
is  egg-(hapcd,  blunt,  and  without  any  (haft,  inftead  of  which 
there  is  a bellying,  glandular  fubftance,  fupporting  three  obtule 
fummits. 


Sefp- 
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Seed-vessel  : a roundifh  berry,  black  when  ripe,  and  full 
of  a purple  juice. 

Seeds:  three  in  each  berry;  they  are  convex  on  one  fide, 
and  angular  on  the  other. 

It  is  common  in  woods  and  hedges.  The  flowers  appear  in 
May  and  June,  and  the  fruit  is  ripe  in  September. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  a difagreeable  foporific  fmell,  and  it 
is  not  well  to  fleep  under  its  lhade.  An  infufion  of  the  inner- 
mofl  green  bark  is  a flrong  purgative,  and  may  be  employed 
to  advantage  where  acrid  ftimulating  purges  are  required.  In 
fmaller  aofes  it  operates  by  urine,  and  has  frequently  proved 
ferviceable  in  obftinate  glandular  obftruflions,  and  in  dropfies. 
The  leaves  afford  an  excellent  emmolient  cooling  ointment. 
A decoftion  of  the  flowers  is  faid  to  promote  expe&oration  in 
pleuretic  complaints.  They  are  frequently  made  ufe  of  ex- 
ternally in  fomentations,  to  eafe  pain  and  remove  inflam- 
mation. A rob  or  jelly  prepared  from  the  berries,  is  a gentle 
opener,  and  promoter  of  perfpiration.  If  fheep  affeSed  with  the 
rot  are  placed  in  a fituation  where  they  can  come  at  the  bark 
and  young  (hoots  of  this  tree,  they  will  quickly  cure  them- 
felves-  TVitbering. 

The  juice  of  Elder-berries  boiled  with  a little  fugar  till  it 
acquires  the  confluence  of  honey,  is  an  excellent  medicine  in 
colds,  and  for  common  fore  throats.  A wine  is  made  from 
them,  which  has  a pleafant  flavour,  fomething  like  frontignac, 
and  is  very  ufeful  in  families. 


ELDER.  Dwarf. 

WALLWORT,  DANEWORT. 

Sambucus  Ebulus,  5.  3. 

Root  : perennial,  thick,  and  hung  with  many  fibres. 

Stem  : thick,  upright,  fcored,  very  brittle,  a little  branched 
towards  the  top,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves  : large,  and  of  the  winged  kind  ; each  leaf  con- 
flfts  of  feveral  pairs  of  partial,  or  lefl'er  leaves,  which  are  broad 
in  the  middle,  pointed  at  both  ends,  and  notched  on  the 
tdges.  There  are  fometimes  a few  little  leaves  found  growing 
at  the  bafe  of  the  main  leaf-ftalk,  and  others  on  the  lcaf-ltalks 
of  the  partial  leaves. 


X 2 


Flowe  p.s  : 
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Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  large 
tufts;  they  are  fm all,  and  white,  with  a tinge  of  purple  at 
the  bafe. 

Flower-cup:  fometimes  divided  into  fix  fegments,  and 
coloured. 

Blossom:  a ftngle  petal,  divided  into  five  fmall  pointed 
fpgments. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  fhort,  thick,  wrinkled,  white, 
and  terminated  by  two  purple  tips,  one  on  each  fide  of  the 
chive. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  egg-Ihaped,  and  fupports  three 
obtufe  fummits,  without  any  intermediate  Ihafts. 

Seed-vessel;  a round  berry,  full  of  a violet-coloured  juice 
when  ripe. 

Seeds  : three  in  each  berry. 

It  is  found  in  hedges  and  by  road  fides,  but  not  common. 
The  flowers  appear  in  July. 

It  poflefles  the  fame  medical  qualities  with  the  common 
elder,  but  its  effefts  are  more  violent.  A drachm  and  half  of 
the  root  is  a ftrong  purge.  Withering. 

Tt  is  good  for  thofe  of  ftrong  conftitutions  who  are  afljifted 
with  dropfies,  and  other  watery  humours.  The  leaves  being 
bruifed  and  laid  on  burns  and  fcalds  take  aWay  the  pain,  and 
fpeedily  heal  them.  Boiled  in  lye,  and  applied  in  manner  of 
a fomentation  to  any  part  affedted  with  gouty  pains,  they 
frequently  procure  a remifllon  therefrom.  The  juice  of  the 
root  is  faid  to  turn  any  other  coloured  hair  black. 


ELECAMPANE. 

Inula  Helenium,  19.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  large,  thick,  flelhy,  brown  on  the  out- 
fide,  white  withjn,  and  of  a faint  aromatic  tafte. 

Stem:  thick,  upright,  branched  towards  the  top,  and  four 
or  five  feet  high.  It  is  fcored,  and  covered  with  a cottony 
fubftance. 

Leaves:  which  proceed  from  the  roots  and  lower  part  of 
the  Item,  fupported  on  leaf-ftalks ; thofe  above  furround  the 
item  at  their  cafes.  They  are  large,  oblong,  pointed,  of  a 
yellowilh  green  colour,  and  covered  on  the  under  fide  with  a 
cottony  matter. 

Flowers  • 
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Flowers:  of  the  compound  kind  ; they  terminate  the  ftera 
and  principal  branches,  and  are  large  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  feveral  flexible  leaves,  lying 
over  each  other  like  tiles ; thofe  on  the  outfide  being  largeft. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  in  the 
middle  of  the  flowers  are  tubular,  and  contain  both  chives 
and  pointals,  but  flat  in  the  circumference,  and  furnifhed 
with  only  pointals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  {lender,  fhort,  and  are  united  by  the 
tips,  which  form  a hollow  cylinder,  and  end  below  in  a long 
briftly  fubfiance,  as  long  as  the  chives. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  a lpngifh  form,  the  lhafts 
thread -fhaped,  and  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  upright  fum- 
mits  a little  cloven. 

Sbed-vsssel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  four  cornered,  and  furnifhed  with  a fea- 
ther, which  is  as  long  as  the  feed. 

It  grows  in  moift  meadows,  but  is  not  very  common,  and 
flowers  in  Auguft. 

The  root  is  good  for  diforders  of  the  breafl  and  lungs.  A 
decodtion  of  it  will  cure  fheep  that  have  got  the  fcab.  Wither- 
ing. 

The  root  is  good  in  moll  complaints  of  the  breafl,  fuch  as 
tickling  coughs,  hoarfenefs,  defluxions  on  the  lungs,  Sec.  It 
alfo  removes  obflrudlions,  and  operates  by  fweat  and  urine. 
The  juice  applied  externally  cures  the  itch  and  other  cutaneous 
eruptions.  Many  people  give  it  to  their  children  for  the 
worms,  but  with  what  fuccefs  I am  at  prefent  unable  to  de- 
termine. 


E L,  M.  Tree. 

Vlmus  Campejlris,  5.  2. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem:  tree-like,  ftraight,  full  of  branches,  covered  with  a 
rough  brown  bark,  and  very  lofty. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  are  fmall,  rough  to  the  touch, 
unequal  at  the  bafe,  and  finely  notched  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  produced  before  the  leaves  appear,  and  are 
principally  fituated  about  the  tops  of  the  tree;  they  grow 
in  fmall  clutters,  and  are  inconfiderable  both  in  colour  and 
fize- 

♦ \ 
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Flower. cup:  formed  of  a fingle  wrinkled  leaf,  divided 
at  the  mouth  into  five  upright  fegments,  and  coloured  within. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  about  twice  the 
length  of  the  cup.  The  tips  are  fhort,  upright,  and  marked 
with  four  furrows. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  round,  flat,  and  upright;  it 
fupports  two  reflected  fhafts,  which  are  fhorter  than  the  chives, 
and  terminated  by  downy  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : an  oval  berry,  large,  but  not  pulpy,  and  a 
little  flattened. 

Seed  : fingle,  and  of  a roundifh  comprefled  figure. 

It  is  common  in  hedge-rows,  and  flowers  early  in  the  fpring. 

A ftrong  decodlion  of  the  inner  bark  has  frequently  been 
found  ferviceable  in  dropfies.  Withering. 

It  is  likewife  an  excellent  gargle  for  fore  throats,  efpecially 
when  fweetened  with  honey  of  rofes.  And  the  oil  that  fwims 
on  the  top  of  this  deco&ion  is  faid  to  be  a remedy  for  baldnefs. 

£ R Y N G O. 

SEA  HOLLY. 

Eryngium  Maritimum,  5.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  very  long,  {lender,  tough,  and  of  a 
brownifn  colour  on  the  outfide. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  branched,  and  of  a very  irregular 
growth  ; it  riles  to  the  height  of  a foot  and  half,  or  two  feet, 
and  is  qf  a pale  green  colour. 

Leaves:  thofe  which  proceed  from  the  root  are  roundifh, 
plaited,  divided  into  three  lobes?  fupported  on  long  leaf- 
ftalks,  prickly  on  the  edges,  and  of  a pale  blueifh  green  colour, 
thofe  which  grow  on  the  Item  are  dellitute  of  leaf-ltalks,  and 
almoft  furround  it  at  their  bafes. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  branches  in  pretty  large  heads, 
which  are  furrounded  by  a leafy  fence ; they  are  fmall,  and  of 
a pale  blue  colour  (fometimes  white). 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  five  fmall,  upright,  pointed 
leaves,  which  are  longer  than  the  floret  they  furround. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  oblong  petals,  with  their  points 
hent  inwards. 

Chives!  five;  they  are  flender,  longer  than  the  blo/Tom, 
and  furnifhed  with  oblong^tips. 


Pointal : 
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Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  blofiom, 
and  fet  very  thick  with  Ihort  hairs.  It  fupports  two  thread- 
Ihaped  lhafes,  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  Ample  fiimmits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  conne&ed  together,  but  feparate 
eafily,  and  are  of  an  oblong  figure. 

It  is  found  in  great  plenty  on  many  of  the  fea  coafts,  and 
flowers  in  July  and  Auguft. 

The  candied  roots  are  kept  in  the  Ihops,  and  are  fuppofed 
to  polfefs  the  property  of  exciting  the  venereal  appetite.  The 
young  flowering  Ihoots  eaten  like  afparagus,  are  a grateful 
and  nourilhing  food.  Withering. 

A decottion  of  the  roots  drank  freely  increafes  the  urinary 
difeharge,  and  is  ferviceable  in  fcorbutic  complaints.  Beer- 
baave. 

The  roots  are  good  in  obftru&ions  of  the  liver,  and  in  the 
jaundice;  they  operate  by  urine,  eafe  the  ftrangury,  and  are 
a good  reftorative  in  thofe  confumptions  that  are  brought  cn 
by  venereal  excefies.  Blackwell. 

The  candied  root  is  a good  medicine  in  coughs,  and  other 
diforders  of  the  breaft  and  lungs.  A decoction  of  it  while 
frelh  is  a good  diuretic,  ferviceable  in  the  jaundice,  and 
other  diforders  which  arife  from  obftru&ions  in  any  of  the 
vifeera. 


ENDIVE. 

WILD  SUCCORY,  OR  CICHORY. 

Cichorium  Inly  bus,  19.  1. 

Root  : biennial,  and  compofed  of  a vaft  number  of  fibres, 
conne&ed  to  a longilh  head. 

Leaves:  numerous,  oblong,  broad,  obtufe  at  the  ex- 
tremity, deeply  cut  and  notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a yel- 
lowilh  green  colour. 

Stem:  thick,  angular,  firm,  upright,  and  two  feet  high; 
the  leaves  grow  alternately  upon  it,  and  are  fimilar  in  lhape 
to  thofe  that  proceed  from  the  root. 

Flowers  : fituated  in  the  befoms  of  the  upper  leaves ; they 
are  large,  and  of  the  compound  kind;  their  colour  is  blue, 
and  they  conftantly  open  about  eight  in  the  morning,  and  clofe 
at  four  in  the  afternoon 


Flower- 
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Flower-cup  s double ; it  confifts  of  feveral  narrow,  point- 
ed, fcaly  leaves,  five  or  fix  of  which  are  fhorter  than  the  reft, 
and  lie  over  them. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  about  twenty  flat  florets,  all  of 
which  are  furnifhed  with  chives  and  pointals,  narrow,  lopped 
at  the  end,  and  deeply  divided  into  five  teeth. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  {lender,  fiiort,  and  united  by  the 
tips,  which  form  a hollow  cylinder,  with  five  edges. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  the  {haft  thread-fliaped, 
and  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  two  refletted  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : inclofed  by  the  cup  ; they  are  folitary,  comprefled, 
and  have  lharp  angles,  or  corners. 

It  is  found  wild  in  feveral  places,  and  produces  its  flowers  in 
July.  It  is  alfo  cultivated  in  gardens  as  a fpring  fallad. 

The  exprefled  juice  of  the  leaves  cools  the  ftomach,  operates 
powerfully  by  urine,  helps  the  jaundice,  and  is  a good  antif- 
corbutic,  if  the  ufe  of  it  be  continued  for  any  length  of  time. 


EUPHORBIUM. 

Euphorbia  OJficinarum,  12.  3. 

Root:  perennial,  large,  black,  divided,  and  hung  with 
numerous  large  fibres. 

Stem:  thick,  flelhy,  upright,  and  furnilhed  with  fix  or 
feven  angles,  which  are  armed  all  the  way  up  with  very  lharp 
prickles,  placed  in  pairs.  It  is  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Leaves  : wanting. 

Flowers:  proceeding  from  the  angles  of  the  ftem  towards 
the  top  ; they  are  fmall,  and  of  a yellowilh  green  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  with  four  flight 
notches  at  the  margin. 

.Blossom:  compofed  of  four  thick,  lopped  petals,  which 
are  placed  alternately  with  the  leaves  of  the  cup,  and  attached 
to  it  by  their  claws. 

,C h 1 v e s : twelve,  or  more;  they  are  (lender,  jointed,  longer 
than  the  blollbm,  and  make  their  appearance  at  different 
times. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  three  cornered,  and  fupported  on 
a Ihort  pedicle,  having  three  (hafts,  which  are  cloven,  and 
terminated  by  obtufe  fummits. 


Sees- 
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Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  capfule,  marked  with  three 
divifions.  It  contains  three  ceils,  in  each  of  which  is  a fingle 

Seed  : of  a roundilh  form. 

It  is  a native  of  Africa,  and  flowers  there  in  Auguft. 

The  whole  plant  is  full  of  a milky  juice,  which  foon  hardens 
into  a refinous  fubftance,  and  is  exceedingly  acrid,  and  fiery 
to  the  tafte. 

This  gum  was  formerly  given  internally  in  fmall  quantities 
as  a purge  in  dropfies,  and  other  defperate  diforders,  but  its 
manner  of  operating  was  fo  violent,  that  its  ufe  is  now  laid 
afide.  It  is  however  ferviceable  when  applied  externally  in 
ointments  and  plaifters  for  paralytic  complaints,  foul  carious 
bones,  and  hard  fchirrous  tumours,  before  they  manifelt  any 
tendency  of  degenerating  into  cancers. 

EYEBRIGHT. 

Euphrajia  Officinalis,  14.  2. 

Root:  annual,  long,  flender,  white,  and  furnilhed  with 
numerous  fibres. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  full  of  branches,  which  grow 
in  pairs,  and  about  eight  inches  high. 

Leaves  : numerous,  fmall,  produced  moftly  in  pairs,  of  an 
oval  figure,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a Alining  dark  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  large;  they  Hand  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves 
towards  the  tops  of  the  Hem,  and  are  white,  variegated  with 
yellow  and  purple. 

Flower-cup:  a fingle  tubular  leaf,  divided  into  four 
pointed  fegments. 

Blossom  : of  the  gaping  kind  ; it  confifts  of  a fingle  petal, 
the  tubular  part  of  which  is  as  long  as  the  cup.  The  upper 
lip  is  concave,  and  notched  at  the  end  ; the  lower  lip  divided 
into  three  fegments,  of  which  the  middlemoft  is  largeft. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  flender,  and  are  furnilhed  with 
tips,  divided  into  two  lobes,  the  lowermolt  of  which  terminates 
in  a thorny  point. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  the  ftiaft  thread- 
Ihaped,  and  crowned  with  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong,  comprefled  capfule,  divided 
internally  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  very  numerous,  fmall,  and  roundilh, 

N?  V.  Y 
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It  is  frequent  in  dry  pnflures,  and  on  barren  hilly  ground, 
but  will  not  grow  unlefs  lurrounded  with  plants  that  are  higher 
than  itfelf.  It  flowers  in  July  and  Augull. 

This  plant  is  famous  for  curing  diforders  of  the  eyes,  and 
the  common  method  of  ufing  it  is  to  apply  the  recently  ex- 
prelTed  juice  by  way  of  collyrium,  twice  or  three  times  a day  ; 
but  where  the  diforder  is  bad,  or  of  long  Handing,  the  whole 
herb  dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  Ihould  be  taken  for  a long 
time  together,  in  the  quantity  of  half  a drachm  two  or  three 
times  a day.  It  alfo  promotes  the  urinary  difcharge. 


F E N.  N E L. 

FIN  CKLE. 

Anethum  Foeniculum,  5.  2. 

Root:  biennial,  long,  thick,  white,  and  furnilhed  with 
jnany  fibres. 

Stem  : upright,  round,  fmooth,  branched,  and  four  or  five 
feet  high. 

Leaves:  large,  and  divided  into  innumerable  hair-like 
fegments,  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  large  naked  run- 
dles;  they  are  fmall  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  very  minute. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  fmall  petals,  which  are  Ihort, 
entire  on  the  edges,  and  rolled  inwardsr. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  flender,  and  have  roundilh 
tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflom, 
and  fupports  two  fhafts,  which  are  placed  clofe  together,  but 
fo  fmall  as  to  be  hardly  difcerned  by  the  naked  eye.  The 
fummits  are  blunt. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  connected,  but  eafily  parting ; they  arc  of  an 
oval  figure,  convex,  and  fcored  on  the  one  fide,  but  flat  on 
the  other.  4 

It  grows  wild  in  grpat  plenty  in  many  of  our  northern  coun- 
ties, and  produces  its  flowers  in  July  and  Auguft. 

There  is  an  eflential  oil  procured  from  the  feeds,  which 
difperfes  wind,  and  increafes  the  urinary  difcharge,  but  is  not 
of  a heating  nature.  Withering. 


A ftrong 
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A ftrong  decoftion  of  the  root  is  a good  medicine  in  the 
jaundice,  dropfy,  and  all  other  diforders  which  anfe  from 
obllrudlions  of  the  vifcera.  The  feeds  reduced  to  powder, 
and  taken  every  morning  falling,  are  faid  to  preferve  the  fight 
from  decaying,  and  to  reftore  it  when  impaired.  A decoChon 
of  them  is  good  in  thefmallpox  and  mealies;  it  likevvile  heips 
Ihortnefs  of  breath,  arid  other  complaints  of  the  lungs,  and 
promotes  urine  and  the  menfes-  The  feeds  applied  externally 
in  poultices,  &c.  are  found  efficacious  in  difperfing  hard  fwed- 
ings  in  any  part  of  the  body. 

FENNEL.  Flower. 

DEVIL  IN  THE  BUSH. 
filigel/a  Dama/cena. 

Root:  annual,  long,  divided,  fibrous,  and  white. 

Stem  : firm,  upright,  fcored  on  the  lurface,  hollow  within, 

and  divided  into  many  branches. 

Leaves:  large,  divided  into  a multitude  of  fine  (lender 
fegments,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  fingly  ; they  are  large, 
of  a blueilh  white  colour,  and  furrounded  by  feveral  floral 
leaves,  which  are  a good  deal  like  the  other  leaves  of  the 
plant,  and  give  the  flowers  a very  Angular  appearance. 

Flower-cup  : wanting. 

Blossom:  ccmpofed  of  five  large,  oval,  flat,  obtufe,  ex- 
panding petals ; there  are  eight  honey-cups  in  each  flower, 
which  are  divided  into  two  lips,  the  outermoll  of  which  is 
largeft,  flat,  convex,  notched  at  the  end,  and  marked  with 
two  fmall  dots ; the  inner  one  lhorter  and  narrower. 

Chives*  numerous;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  lhorter  than  the 
petals,  and  have  comprefled,  upright,  obtule  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  five  in  number,  of  an  oblong, 
convex,  comprefled  form,  ending  in  long,  awl-lhaped,  an- 
gular, reflected  lhafts,  with  longilh  fumniits. 

Seed-vessels:  as  many  oblong,  comprefled,  pointed  cap- 
fules  as  there  are  lhafts. 

Seeds:  numerous,  angular,  and  very  rugged- 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  and  is  common, 
in  our  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  July  and  Aug'uft. 

The  exprefled  juice  of  the  plant  is  an  excellent  thing  for  the 

head-acli,  for  which  purpofe  it  is  to  be  fnufled  up  the  no  e. 

y 2 Wash 
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When  thus  ufed  it  excites  freezing,  and  a confiderable  dif- 
charge  of  mucus  and  watery  humours  from  the  head.  Taken 
inwardly  it  increafes  the  urinary  fecretion,  and  helps  the 
jaundice. 


FENNEL.  Hog’s. 

\ 

SULPHUR  WORT,  HARESTRONG. 

Peucedanum  Officinale,  5.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  and  covered  at  the  top  with 
the  remains  of  the  former  leaf-ftalks ; it  is  blackilh  on  the 
outfide,  green  within,  and  full  of  a yellow  juice,  which  has 
a very  unpleafant  fmell. 

Leaves:  large,  and  five  times  divided  by  threes  into  long, 
narrow  fegments. 

Stem:  thick,  upright,  fcored  on  the  furface,  branched, 
and  three  or  four  feet  high.  The  leaves  on  it  refemble  thofe 
that  proceed  from  the  root. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  large  rundles,  com- 
pofed  of  feveral  very  long,  flender  fpokes,  and  furrounded 
wun  a fence  of  numerous,  fmall,  narrow,  refledled  leaves. 

Flower-cup:  very  fmall;  it  confifts  of  a fingle  leaf, 
marked  with  five  flight  notches  at  the  margin. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  equal,  oblong,  entire  petaTs 
which  bend  inwards ; thofe  in  the  center  of  the  rundle  are 
barren. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  very  flender,  and  have  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  placed  below  the  bloflbm,  and 

of  an  oblong  form,  fupporting  two  fmall  ihafts,  with  blunt 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connefted,  but  feparate  eafily,  and 
are  of  an  oval  figure,  a little  comprefled,  furrounded  by  a 
broad  flat  border,  marked  with  three  riling  ridges,  and  notched 
at  the  end. 

It  is  common  in  the  fait  marfhes  near  the  fea,  and  flowers 
in  June  or  July. 

The  roots  (as  before  obferved)  have  a flrong  difagreeable 
fmell,  and  a bitter,  acrid  tafte.  A deco&ion  of  it  drank  to 
the  amount  of  three  or  four  half  pints  in  a day,  cuts  and  dif- 
folves  tough  phlegm,  and  is  fcrviceable  in  the  afthma.  It 
like  wife  operates  by  urine,  promotes  the  menfes,  and  is  good 

in 
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in  all  obftru&ions  of  the  vifcera.  Bruifed  and  applied  exter- 
nally, it  helps  the  head-ach.  For  internal  ufe  it  may  be  made 
into  a fyrup  with  honey,  by  thofe  who  cannot  take  the  de- 
codlion. 


FENUGREEK. 


Trigontlla  Ftenum  Gracum , 17.  4. 

Root  : annual;  of  an  oblong  form,  and  a tough  woody 
fubftance. 

Stem:  round,  fcored,  hollow,  divided  into  numerous 
branches,  and  about  a foot  high. 

Leaves:  placed  alternately  on  the  Item;  they  are  fup- 
ported  on  broad  furrowed  leaf-ftalks,  and  confift  of  three  little 
leaves  or  lobes,  which  are  oblong,  notched  on  the  edges,  and 
of  a darkilh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  proceeding  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves;  they 
are  white,  and  fet  very  clofe  to  the  Item. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  which  is  bell-fhaped, 
and  divided  half  its  length  into  five  awl-lhaped,  equal  feg- 
ments. 

Blossom:  butterfly-fhaped  ; the  ftandard,  crupper  petal, 
is  egg-fhaped,  and  blunt;  the  wings,  or  fide  petals,  oblong 
and  expanding  outwardly,  fo  as  to  exhibit  the  appearance  of  a 
three  petaled  bloflom ; the  keel,  or  lowermofi  petal,  is  very 
Ihort,  and  occupies  the  middle  part  of  the  bloflom. 

Chives:  in  two  fets  or  bundles ; nine  of  them  are  connected 
at  the  bafe,  the  tenth  is  Angle  ; they  are  fhort,  and  furnilhed 
with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  terminated  by  a 
fhort,  flender  fliaft,  with  a Ample  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a large,  flat,  oblong  pod,  which  ends  in  a 
longilh  point,  and  has  a broadifli  membrane  on  one  of  the 
edges. 

Seeds:  pretty  numerous ; they  are  large,  angular,  and  yel- 
low, with  a flight  dent  on  one  fide. 


It  is  a native  of  France,  but  is  cultivated  in  feveral  parts  of 
Europe  for  its  feeds,  which  are  the  Fenugreek  of  the  fhops. 
The  flowers  appear  in  May  or  June. 

The  whole  plant  has  a ftrong  and  fomewhat  difagreeable 
fmell ; and  the  feeds,  which  are  the  only  part  ufed  in  medicine, 
have  an  unftious  mealy  tafte,  accompanied  with  a flight  bit- 
tern ef«. 
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ternefs.  They  are  of  a foftening  emollient  nature,  and  are  a 
good  ingredient  in  fomentations,  and  poultices  for  ripening, 
or  diffolving  painful  fwellings  and  tumours,  alfo  in  emollient 
and  carminative  glyfters. 


FENNEL-GIANT. 

Ferula  communis,  5.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  very  thick,  full  of  a milky  juice, 
and  furnilhed  with  many  large  fibres. 

Stem  : round,  firm,  upright,  branched  towards  the  top, 
and  eight  or  ten  feet  high. 

Leaves:  very  large  and  numerous;  thofe  which  proceed 
immediately  from  the  root  fpread  themfelves  to  the  diftance  of 
two  or  three  feet  round.  The  leaf-flalks  are  long,  thick,  and 
divided  into  feveral  parts,  which  fupport  a great  number  of 
long,  narrow  fegments,  of  a bright  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  vail  rundles ; they 
are  pretty  large,  and  of  a faint  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  very  minute. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  ftraight,  oblong  petals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  as  long  as  the  petals,  and  termi-  ' 
nated  by  fimple  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  lhaped  like  a common  top,  and 
placed  beneath  the  flower  ; it  fupports  two  fliort,  reflected 
Ihafts,  with  obtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connedled  to  each  other,  but  eafily 
feparate,  and  are  large,  oval,  flat  on  both  fides,  and  marked 
with  three  flight  fcores  on  the  furface. 

It  is  a native  of  France  and  Italy.  The  flowers  appear  in 
June,  or  the  beginning  of  July,  and  the  feeds  ripen  in  Sep- 
tember. 

All  the  parts  of  the  plant  have  a very  ftrong  fmell,  and 
abound  with  a milky  juice,  which  is  acrid  to  the  tafte,  and 
concretes  into  a gummy  fubftance,  refembling  galbanum,  or 
aflafoetida,  which  are  the  produ&ions  of  two  other  plants  of 
the  fame  kind. 

It  is  not  much  regarded  in  medicine,  but  its  fmell  and  tafte 
indicate  that  it  poflefles  confiderable  virtues,  which  from  its 
affinity  with  the  above-mentioned  antifpafmodic  and  nervous 
drugs,  I am  led  to  conclude  are  of  a fimilar  nature. 

FERN. 
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F E R N.  Male. 

Polypodium  Filix  Mas,  24.  I. 

Root  : perennial,  thick,  irregular,  rough  on  the  outfide, 
and  hung  with  numerous  large  brown  fibres. 

Leaves;  numerous,  large,  and  doubly  winged;  at  their 
firft  appearance  they  are  curioufly  rolled  up,  but  they  foon 
expand,  and  when  arrived  at  their  full  growth  are  from  a 
foot  and  half  to  two  feet  in  length.  The  middle  rib  is  thick, 
of  a brownilh  colour,  and  fupports  a great  number  of  long 
partial  leaves,  which  grow  oppolite  in  pairs,  and  are  again 
divided  to  the  middle  ribs  into  a multitude  of  oblong  fegments, 
of  a light  pleafing  green  colour. 

Flowers:  difpofed  in  circular  dots  on  the  backs  of  the 
leaves ; they  are  of  a brown  rufty  colour,  and  though  too 
minute  to  have  their  feveral  parts  diftinguilhed,  are  in  reality 
bloftoms,  and  produce  feeds,  from  which  I have  more  than  once 
feen  young  plants  produced. 

It  is  common  in  woods  and  under  hedges. 

The  roots  when  chewed  are  at  firft  fweetilh,  but  form  become 
naufeous  and  bitter.  Some  people  make  ufe  of  them  to  deftroy 
worms  in  children,  others  to  remove  obllruiStions  of  the  vifcera, 
and  a third  clafs  to  cure  the  rickets. 


F E R N.  Female. 

Pteris  Jquilina. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  irregular,  and  of  a brownilh 
colour;  they  extend  fo  deep  into  the  earth  as  not  to  be  de- 
llroyed  either  by  burning  the  furface,  or  ploughing  it  up. 

Leaves:  doubly  winged,  and  the  little  leaves  divided 
almoft  to  the  middle  rib  into  feveral  oblong  fegments;  the 
entire  leaf  is  two  or  three  feet  in  length,  and  of  a fine  light 
green  colour. 

Flowers:  inconfpicuous;  they  are  difpofed  in  a line  along 
the  edge  of  the  leaf  on  its  under  fide. 

Jt  is  common  in  woods  and  on  heaths. 

The  root  dried,  reduced  to  a fine  powder,  and  given  in 
dofcs  of  half  an  ounce,  is  a fecret  remedy  for  the  tape  worm. 

and 
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and  is  fuppofed  to  be  equally  efficacious  in  the  deftruttion  of 
all  other  worms.  Withering. 

F E R N.  Flowering. 

OSMUND  ROYAL. 

Ofmunda  Regalis,  24.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  and  furnifhed  with  numerous 
fibres,  many  of  which  are  black  on  the  outlide,  the  other  parts 
of  the  root  are  brownifh. 

Leaves:  two  or  three  feet  high,  and  doubly  winged ; the 
little  leaves  are  difpofed  in  an  alternate  order,  and  are  larger 
than  moll  other  of  the  Englifh  ferns.  They  are  of  an  oval 
figure,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a blueifh  green  colour.  Some 
of  the  leaves  which  rife  from  the  middle  of  the  duller  have 
their  upper  parts  covered  with  little  protuberances,  which  are 
brown,  and  give  the  little  leaves  on  which  they  are  placed  an 
appearance  fo  very  different  from  the  other  parts  of  the  plant, 
as  to  be  taken  for  a large  duller  or  fpike  of  flowers,  and  in 
reality  they  are  fuch,  though  too  fmall  to  have  their  feveral 
parts  enumerated  and  defcribed. 

• 

This  plant  is  only  to  be  found  in  boggy  ground,  and  not 
very  common  there. 

A ftrong  decodlion  of  the  roots  increafes  the  urinary  dif- 
charge,  and  is  good  in  moll  obftrtlflions  of  the  vifcera.  It  is 
not  much  regarded  at  prefent,  but  inllances  are  not  wanting 
of  its  having  cured  the  jaundice,  when  taken  in  the  beginning 
of  the  complaint. 


FEVERFEW. 

Matricaria  Partbenium,  19.  2. 

Root  : perennial ; it  is  compofed  of  numerous  fibres,  which 
are  connedled  to  a longifli  head. 

Stem  : firm,  angular,  fcored,  upright,  very  much  branched, 
and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  difpofed  alternately  on  the  branches;  they  Hand 
on  Ihort  leaf-ltalks,  and  are  large,  broad,  and  divided  in  a 
winged  manner  ; the  fegments  are  a little  roughilh,  and  hairy 
on  the  furface,  cut,  or  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a yel- 
iowilh  green  colour, 
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Flowers:  terminating  the  branches;  they  are  of  the  com- 
pound kind,  moderately  large,  yellow  in  the  center,  and 
white  in  the  circumference. 

Flower-cup:  compofedof  feveral  ftrap-lhaped  fcaly  leaves, 
which  lie  over  each  other  like  the  tileing  of  a houfe,  and  are 
not  quite  equal  in  fize. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  in  the 
middle  of  the  flowers  are  tubular,  with  five  flight  notches  at 
the  mouth,  and  furnifhed  with  both  chives  and  pointals ; but 
flat  and  oblong  in  the  circumference,  with  three  notches  at  the 
end,  and  furnilhed  with  pointals  only. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fliort  and  flender,  and  have 
their  tips  united  into  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  fupports  a flender 
fliaft,  equal  in  length  to  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  a 
Angle  cloven,  expanding  fummit,  or  two  refledted  ones. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  deftitute  of  a 
feather. 

It  is  frequent  in  wafle  grounds,  and  about  farmers  yards  and 
gardens,  and  flowers  in  June. 

The  leaves  and  flowers  of  Feverfew  have  a flrong,  and  fome- 
what  difagreeable  fmell,  and  are  bitter  to  the  tafte.  The 
whole  herb  is  to  be  ufed,  and  is  beft  given  in  a flrong  infufion, 
which  is  a warm  carminative  and  ftomachic.  It  likewife  re- 
moves obftrudtions  of  the  menfes,  and  cures  thofe  complaints 
which  are  occafioned  by  their  ftoppage.  It  alfo  deftroys  worms. 


FIG  TREE. 

Ficus  Carica,  23.  3. 

Root:  woody,  but  foftilh ; it  divides  into  feveral  parts, 
and  extends  to  a conliderable  diftance. 

Stem:  tree-like,  thick,  irregular,  divided  into  numerous 
branches,  which  grow  without  any  regular  order,  and  covered 
with  a fmooth  brown  bark. 

Leaves:  growing  on  longilh  leaf-ftalks ; they  are  large, 
and  divided  into  five  lobes,  full  of  a milky  juice,  and  of  a 
dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  fituated  withinfide  of  what  is  called  the  fruit, 
but  in  reality  is  only  that  part  which  in  other  plants  is  termed 
the  receptacle.  In  lhape  it  refembles  a top,  and  is  of  a flelhy 

N»  V.  Z fubflance. 


fubftance.  The  infide  of  this  is  every  where  covered  with 
florets,  the  uppermoft  of  which  contain  only  chives,  and  are 
barren  ; the  inferior  ones  only  pointals,  and  are  followed  by 
feeds. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  divided  into  three 
equal  parts,  which  are  upright,  and  fharp  pointed. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  three;  as  long  as  the  cup,  and  terminated  by 

double  tips. 

Flower-cu  p : of  the  fertile  flower,  divided  into  five  nearly 
equal  parts,  which  are  ftraight,  and  acutely  pointed. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oval  fhape,  and  as  large 
as  the  flower-cup  ; from  one  fide  of  it  near  the  top  proceeds  a 
Angle  awl-(hapcd  fhaft,  furnilhed  with  two  pointed  and  re- 
flected fummits,  one  of  which  is  Ihorter  than  the  other. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seed  : Angle,  of  a roundilh  figure,  but  a little  comprefled, 
and  contained  in  the  bofom  of  the  cup: 

It  is  a native  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  many  of  the  eaftern  parts, 
but  has  been  long  introduced  into  our  gardens,  where  it 
flourilhes  very  well,  and  refills  the  cold  of  the  climate,  except 
in  very  fevere  winters. 

The  dried  figs  of  the  grocers  are  the  fruit  of  this  tree,  cured 
by  firft  dipping  them  in  a fealding  lye  made  from  the  allies  of 
the  tree  which  produces  them,  and  afterwards  expofing  them 
to  the  heat  of  the  fun. 

This  fruit  is  accounted  grateful  to  the  ftomach,  mode- 
rately nourifliing,  and  is  more  eafily  digelted  than  any  of  ths 
other  fweet  fruits.  They  are  a ufeful  ingredient  in  medicines 
intended  for  diforders  of  the  bread,  and  in  opening  electuaries. 
Applied  externally,  either  by  themfelves  or  in  conjunction 
with  other  ingredients  of  a fimilar  nature,  they  greatly  for- 
ward the  fupuration,  or  ripening  of  inflammatory  tumours. 

F I G W O R T. 

KERNEL  WOKT. 

Scropbularia  Nodo/a,  14.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  and  almoft  covered  with 
finall  whitilh  knobs. 

Stem  ; fquare,  firm,  upright,  a little  branched;  of  a brown- 
.ilh  colour,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

. Leaves; 
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Leaves:  produced  in  pairs ; they  {land  on  long  leaf-ftalks, 
and  are  large,  of  an  oval  figure,  with  a heart-like  dent  at  the 
bafe,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  frequently  of  a brownifh 
colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  loofe  fpikes ; they 
are  fmall,  and  of  a deep  dufky  colour. 

Flower-cup:  one  leaved,  but  divided  into  five  fma]l, 
roundifh  fegments,  and  fhorter  than  the  bloflom. 

Blossom:  a Angle,  unequal  petal,  with  a large  bladder- 
fhaped  tube,  and  a very  fmall  border,  with  five  divifions,  the 
two  uppermoft  of  which  are  larger  than  the  others,  and  up- 
right; the  two  lateral,  or  fide  ones,  open,  and  the  lower  one 
reflected,  or  bent  backwards. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  ftrap-fhaped,  and  as  long  as  the 
bloflom,  with  double  tips ; two  of  them  ripen  later  than  the 
others,  and  are  Ihorter. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  the  fhaft  Ample, 
and  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a fmall  roundifh  fummit. 

Seed-vessel*,  a roundifh  capfule,  divided  internally  into 
two  cells,  and  opening  at  the  top. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  very  fmall. 

It  is  common  in  woods  and  other  daipp  (hady  places.  The 
flowers  appear  in  July. 

The  leaves  of  this  plant  have  a ftrong  rank  fmell,  and  a 
bitter  tafte,  which  feem  to  indicate  confiderable  virtues.  Coun- 
try people  cure  their  fwine  when  troubled  with  the  fcab, 
by  wafhing  them  with  a firong  decodtion  of  thefe  leaves. 
Withering. 

The  roots  and  leaves  of  this  plant  are  celebrated  for  their 
efficacy  againft  inflammations,  the  piles,  fcrophulous  fwellings, 
and  old  ulcers.  Lewis. 

The  juice  of  the  root  is  an  excellent  fweetner  of  the  blood, 
and  either  that,  or  a ftrong  decodtion  of  it  taken  daily  for  a 
confiderable  length  of  time,  is  a good  medicine  for  the  evil 
and  the  fcurvy,  alfo  for  the  itch,  and  all  other  eruptions  and 
foulneffes  of  the  fkin,  for  which  purpofes  it  is  both  to  be  taken 
inwardly,  and  the  affedted  parts  frequently  wa/hed  with  a 
little  of  it  made  warm. 
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F I R.  Tree. 

Finns  Picea. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem  : tree-like;  it  is  covered  with  a rough  cracked  bark, 
and  fupports  a great  number  of  branches,  which  furround  it 
at  fmall  diftances  with  great  regularity. 

Leaves:  long,  narrow,  and  notched  at  the  ends ; they  are 
numerous,  and  (land  on  the  branches  without  any  regular 
order. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  tree. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  wanting,  except  the 
gaping  fcales  of  the  bud  may  be  fo  called. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  numerous;  they  are  united  at  the  bafe  into  an 
upright  pillar,  but  divided  at  the  top,  and  furnilhed  with 
Ihort  tips,  which  Hand  in  an  ereft  pofltion. 

Fertile  Flowers:  difpofed  in  a large  egg-lhaped  cone, 
which  confifts  of  oblong  fcales  lying  over  each  other,  and  con- 
taining two  flowers  in  each. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fmall,  the  Ihaft  awl-lhaped,  and 
the  fummit  Ample. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting,  except  the  fcales  of  the  cone, 
which  at  Aril  flood  open,  but  now  clofe  upon  the  feed,  may 
be  fo  called. 

Seeds:  large,  oblong,  ftraight  on  one  fide,  but  flat  on 
the  other,  and  encompafled  with  a membranaceous  wing,  or 
border. 

It  is  not  a native  of  Great-Britain,  but  is  common  in  our 
nurferies  and  plantations. 

All  the  parts  of  this  tree  abound  with  a refinous  juice, 
which  has  a flrong,  but  not  difagreeable  fmell,  and  is  bitterifh 
to  the  tafte,  with  a conflderable  degree  of  pungency. 

A decodion  of  the  young  tops  made  in  flrong  beer,  was 
found  an  effedual  remedy  and  preventative  for  a malignant 
fcorbutic  diforder,  which  raged  among  the  Swedilh  army 
during  their  wars  with  the  Mufcovites.  Fred.  Hoffman. 

The  tops  and  young  cones  are  a ufeful  ingredient  in  diet 
drinks  for  impurities  of  the  blood  and  juices,  and  are  fome- 
times  brewed  with  beer  for  that  purpole.  By  their  balfamic 
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nature,  they  moderately  warm  and  ftrengthen  the  habit,  refiffc 
putrefa&ion,  promote  urine  and  perfpiration,  and  all  the 
other  natural  fecretions. 

There  are  feveral  other  kinds  of  this  tree  common  enough 
with  us,  all  of  which  appear  poffeffed  of  fimilar  virtues,  and 
may  be  ufed  indifcriminately  for  each  other . 


F L A G.  Sweet. 

MYRTLE-GRASS,  MYRTLE-FLAG,  CALAMUS. 

Ac  or  us  Calamus , 6.  1. 

I 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  creeping,  a little  flattifh, 
and  hung  with  numerous  long  and  thick  fibres.  It  is  warm, 
and  of  a pleafing  aromatic  tafte. 

Leaves  : narrow,  a little  waved  on  one  edge,  fharp  pointed, 
a foot  and  half  long,  and  of  a yellowifh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  difpofed  in  along  fpike,  which  proceeds  from 
the  edge  of  the  leaf,  and  is  covered  with  the  bloffoms,  which 
are  fmall  and  brownifh. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  fix  blunt,  concave,  flexible  petals, 
which  are  thickell  at  the  extremity,  and  generally  lopped. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  thickifh,  a little  longer  than  the 
petals,  and  terminated  by  double  connected  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  as  long  as  the 
chives;  the  fhaft  is  wanting,  and  the  fummit  is  only  a fmall 
prominent  point. 

Seeu-vesseL:  a fhort,  three  cornered  capfule,  tapering 
each  way,  but  blunt  at  the  extremity,  and  divided  into  three 
cells. 

Seeds:  many;  they  are  fmall,  and  o'f an  oblong  figure. 

It  grows  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  and  in  other  low  fituations. 
The  flowers  appear  in  June. 

The  whole  plant  has  a ftrong  aromatic  fmell,  and  the  root 
a warm,  pungent,  bitterifh  tafte,  which  is  greatly  improved 
by  drying  it.  Taken  in  powder  it  has  cured  the  ague  when 
the  Peruvian  bark  has  failed.  Withering. 

The  root  powdered  would  be  a very  good  fubftitute  for 
many  of  the  foreign  fpices.  Linvaus. 

An  infufion  of  the  frefh  root  is  a good  medicine  for  weak- 
nefs  and  relaxations  of  the  ftomach.  It  helps  digellion,  in- 
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creafes  the  urinary  difcharge,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  ufeful  in 
female  complaints,  arifing  from  obftrudtions,  Sec. 

They  are  likewife  fuppofed  to  refill  putrefa&ion,  and  prevent 
contagious  diforders. 


F L A X. 

Linum  Ujitatijjimum.  5.  5. 

Boor  : annual,  long,  flender,  and  furnilhed  with  a few 
fmall  fibres. 

Stem:  round,  of  a firm  confiftence,  upright,  and  very 
little  branched.  It  is  about  three  feet  high,  and  of  a pale 
green  colour. 

Leaves:  fcattered ; they  are  numerous,  long,  narrow, 
entire  at  the  edges,  pointed  at  the  extremity,  without  leaf- 
ftalks,  and  of  a lively  green  hue. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  fubdivifions  of  the  branches 
fingly  ; they  are  large,  and  of  a beautiful  fky-blue  colour. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  five  fmall,  pointed,  upright 
leaves. 

Blossom:  with  five  large,  oblong,  obtufe  petals,  which 
gradually  expand,  and  grow  broader  towards  the  extremity.  - 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  ereft,  as  long  as  the 
cup,  and  fupport  fmall  arrow-lhaped  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  fupports  five 
flender  fhafts,  equal  in  length  to  the  chives,  and  furnilhed 
with  fimple  reflefted  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh  capfule,  divided  into  ten  cells. 

Seeps:  folitary,  of  an  oval  figure,  but  flattilh,  and  of  a 
glofly  brown  colour. 

It  does  not  appear  to  be  a native  of  this  illand,  though  it  is 
found  fometimes  in  an  apparently  wild  ftate.  It  is  however 
much  cultivated  in  many  places,  and  flowers  in  July. 

There  is  an  oil  made  from  the  feeds  by  expreflion,  which  is 
excellent  for  complaints  of  the  brealt,  and  the  mucilaginous 
infufion  poflefles  the  fame  virtues.  Withering. 

1 he  infufion  is  likewife  a good  medicine  in  the  ftrangury, 
heat  of  urine,  thin  fharp  defluxions  on  the  lungs,  and  other 
fimilar  diforders.  An  ounce  of  the  feeds  is  a fufficient  quantity 
for  a quart  of  water,  for  if  added  in  a larger  quantity  they 
render  the  liquor  difagreeably  flimy.  The  oil  is  of  a healing, 

balfamic 
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balfamic  nature,  and  very  ufeful  in  coughs,  attended  with 
fpitting  of  blood,  in  cholics,  and  obftinate  coftivenefs.  Out- 
wardly applied  it  foftens;  and  eafes  pain. 

The  feeds  in  fubftance  are  externally  employed  in  poultices, 
to  foften  and  ripen  inflammatory  tumours,  and  are  very  well 
adapted  for  that  purpofe. 

F L A X.  Purcing. 

MILL  MOUNTAIN,  MOUNTAIN  FLAX. 

Linum  Catbarticum,  5.  5. 

Root:  annual,  long,  flender,  crooked,  and  furnilhed  with 
a few  fmall  white  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  round,  of  a firm  confidence,  ereft, 
branched  towards  the  top,  and  fix  or  eight  inches  high. 

Leaves:  produced  in  pairs;  they  are  but  fmall,  and  have 
no  leaf-ftalks ; their  fhape  approaches  to  an  oval,  and  they  are 
of  a dirty  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  forked  heads;  they 
droop  before  flowering,  and  are  but  fmall.  Their  colour  is 
white. 

Flower-cup;  compofed  of  five  fmall,  oblong  leaves, 
which  are  fringed  at  the  edges,  with  fmall  glandular  fubftances, 
fupported  on  ftiort  pedicles. 

Blossom  : confiding  of  five  fmall  petals,  which  are  pointed 
at  the  end. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  Ihort,  united  at  the  bafe,  and 
furnifhed  with  minute  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  and  fupports  five 
flender  (hafts,  with  Ample  fummits,  which  are  rolled  back. 

Seed-vessels:  a globular  capfule,  divided  into  feveral 
cells,  and  containing  as  many 

Seeds  : of  an  oblong  figure. 

It  is  found  in  dry  meadows  and  upland  paflures,  where  ic 
flowers  from  May  till  the  latter  end  of  July. 

An  infufion  in  water  of  about  two  drachms  of  the  dried 
herb,  is  an  excellent  purge,  and  has  been  fuccefsfully  given  in 
many  obdinate  rheumatic  cafes.  In  fmaller  dofes  it  frequently 
operates  by  urine.  Withering. 

It  is  a favourite  medicine  with  many  country  people  for 
rheumatic  and  dropfical  complaints,  and  it  is,  without  doubt, 
I ufeful 
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ufeful  in  moll  cafes  where  brifk  purging  is  required,  for  it 
always  operates  that  way,  and  frequently  vomits  as  well. 

FLEA  BANE. 

PLOWMAN’S  SPIKENARD. 

Conyza  Squarrofa,  ig.  2. 

Root:  biennial,  crooked,  and  divided  into  a great  many 
long  forked  parts,  of  a brownilh  colour. 

Stem:  upright,  firm,  roundilh,  rough  from  being  covered 
with  fhort  woolly  hairs,  branched  towards  the  top,  of  a red- 
difh  colour,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  large,  oblong,  notched  on  the  edges,  woolly  on 
the  under  fide,  hairy  above,  and  of  a dark  green  colour;  thofe 
that  proceed  immediately  from  the  root  are  fupported  on 
longilh  leaf-fialks,  but  thofe  which  grow  on  the  Item  have 
fcarcely  any,  and  Hand  in  an  alternate  order. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  a broad  duller;  they 
are  numerous,  moderately  large,  of  a yellow  colour,  and 
have  each  of  them  a fmall  iirap-lhaped  floral  leaf,  fituated  at 
the  bafe  of  the  fruit-llalks  on  which  they  are  fupported. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  numerous  fmall,  pointed  fcales, 
the  outermoll  of  which  are  a little  expanded. 

Blossom:  compound;  it  confifts  of  numerous  tubular,  or 
funnel-fhaped  florets,  which  in  the  center  of  the  flower  are 
divided  at  the  mouth  into  five  fegments,  and  contain  both 
chives  and  pointals;  but  thofe  in  the  circumference,  or  out- 
fide,  are  only  divided  into  three,  and  furnifhed  with  pointals 
only. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  fhort,  hair-like,  and  have  their 
tips  united  into  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal  : the  feed- bud  is  oblong,  the  fhaft  thread-fhaped, 
as  long  as  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  a divided  fummit. 
Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  furnilhed  with  a 
Ample  feather. 

It  grows  in  hilly  paftures  in  many  places,  and  produces  its 
flowers  in  July  or  Augull. 

It  is  elleemed  a good  wound  herb,  and  is  frequently  made 
ufe  of  for  bruifes,  ruptures,  inward  wounds,  pains  in  the  fide, 
and  difficulty  of  breathing. 
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Cineraria  Palujlris,  19.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  fibrous,  and  of  a reddilh  colour. 

Stem  : thick,  hollow,  upright,  divided  into  many  branches, 
covered  with  a clammy  long  wool,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  varying  very  much  in  form  and  manner  of 
growth ; they  Hand  irregularly  on  the  item,  and  have  no  leaf- 
jtalks,  but  are  like  it  covered  with  wool,  and  notched  at  the 
edges. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  and  branches  in  great 
numbers;  they  are  large,  yellow,  and  intermixed  with  awl- 
fhaped  floral  leaves,  one  of  which  grows  on  each  fruit-ftalk. 

Flower-cup:  Ample;  it  confifts  of  feveral  fmali  ieaves, 
which  are  woolly  and  membranaceous  at  the  edges. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  in  the 
center  of  the  flower  are  tubular,  marked  with  five  flight 
notches,  and  furniflied  with  both  chives  and  pointals;  but  in 
the  circumference  flat,  narrow,  and  finely  notched  at  the  end. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  fhort,  thread-fhaped,  and  have 
their  tips  united  into  a hollow  cylinder,  which  is  marked  with 
five  little  notches  at  the  top. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  fupports  a fhort, 
thread-ihaped  fhaft,  with  two  oblong,  obtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  narrow,  four  cornered,  and  covered  with 
a hairy  feather. 


It  delights  in  marlhy  fituations,  and  flowers  in  July. 

The  juice  of  the  leaves  is  faid  to  be  a good  remedy  for  dif- 
orders  of  the  bread,  but  it  is  very  difagreeable  to  be  taken, 
and  not  to  be  greatly  depended  on. 


F L I X WEED. 

Sifymbrium  Sophia,  15.  2. 

Root  : annual,  long,  {lender,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  ereft,  very  much  branched,  two  or 
three  feet  high,  and  fet  very  thick  with 
Leaves  : which  are  large,  and  very  beautiful;  they  are  of 
the  winged  kind,  and  the  little  leaves  are  divided,  and  fre- 
M°  V.  A a qnently 
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quently  fubdivided  again.  To  that  each  entire  leaf-confifls  of 
almoll:  innumerable  fine  flender  parts.  They  are  of  a deep 
green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  little  tufts;  they 
are  fmall  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  oblong,  coloured  leaves, 
which  fall  oft’  as  foon  as  the  bloftom  expands. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  four  petals,  which  are  flat,  of  an 
oblong  form,  very  blunt,  and  have  claws  equal  in  length  to 
the  flower-cup. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  equal  in  length  to  the  leaves  of  the 
cup,  but  the  two  oppofite  ones  are  a little  lhorter  than  the 
others.  The  tips  are  fmall  and  oblong. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  four  edged,  and  as  long  as  the 
chives ; the  ftiaft  very  fhort,  with  a fmall  round  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a long,  narrow,  ftifF,  crooked,  four  edged 
pod,  divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds;  numerous,  fmall,  and  roundilh. 

It  grows  upon  old  walls,  and  among  rubbifh,  and  flowers  in 
July. 

The  plant  is  ufeful  in  hyfteric  complaints,  and  the  bloody 
flux,  and  the  feeds  are  given  to  deftroy  worms.  Withering. 

The  juice  of  the  leaves,  or  a decodlion  of  the  feeds,  are  ex- 
cellent aftringent  medicines,  and  may  be  given  to  advantage 
in  the  bloody  flux,  fpitting  of  blood,  immoderate  menftrual 
difcharges,  and  all  other  hemorrhages. 


FLOWER  DE  LUCE.  Yellow.' 

YELLOW  WATER  FLAG. 

Iris  Pfeudo  Acorns,  3.  I. 

Root;  perennial,  long,  thick,  creeping,  hung  with  many 
large  fibres,  and  of  a brownifh  colour. 

Leaves  : (heathing  each  other  at  the  bafe  ; they  are  long, 
moderately  broad,  edged  on  both  fides,  lharp  pointed,  and 
of  a pale  green  colour,  but  fometimes  tinged  with  purple  on 
the  outfide. 

Stem:  of  an  equal  thicknefs  from  top  to  bottom,  a little 
comprefled,  with  a few  leaves  growing  upon  it  at  a good 
diftance  from  each  other,  and  much  fmaller  than  thofe  which 
proceed  from  the  root-  It  is  two  feet  high. 


Flowers 
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Flowers:  growing  by  threes  at  the  top  of  the  hem  ; they 
are  large,  and  of  a beautiful  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  a (heath,  which  feparates  the  flowers  from 
each  other. 

Blossom  : divided  into  fix  large  fegments,  three  of  whica 
are  of  an  oblong  form,  refle&ed,  and  placed  outermoft ; the 
other  three  are  (harper,  and  Hand  upright. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  awl-lhapcd,  and  lie  on  the  re- 
flected fegments.  The  tips  are  ftraight,  of  an  oblong  form, 
and  comprefied. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflbm, 
and  of  an  oblong  figure;  the  (haft  Ample,  and  very  fhorr,  but 
furnifhed  with  a large  and  very  Angular  fummit,  divided  into 
three  parts,  which  refemble  petals,  being  broad,  refle&ed, 
and  cloven  at  the  extremity. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong,  angular  capfule,  divided  into 
three  cells. 

Seeds:  many;  they  are  very  large,  and  roundilh. 

It  grows  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  and  other  wet  rnarlhy  places, 
where  it  flowers  in  July. 

The  expreffed  juice  of  the  frefh  roots  is  very  acrid,  and  has 
been  found  to  procure  plentiful  evacuations  from  the  bowels, 
when  all  other  means  have  proved  ineffectual.  It  may  be  given 
for  this  purpofe  in  dofes  of  eighty  or  a hundred  drops  about 
every  two  hours.  It  fometimes  operates  by  urine.  Withering. 


FLOWER  DE  LUCE.  Garden,  or  Blue. 

Iris  Germanica,  3.  1. 

Root:  perennial,  thick,  fpreading,  white,  and  hung  with 
numerous  large  fibres. 

Leaves:  long,  broad,  pointed,  two  edged,  and  of  a blueilh 
green  colour. 

Stem:  robuft,  upright,  furniflied  with  feveral  large  leaves, 
and  about  two  feet  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  (tern  ; they  are  very  large,  and 
of  a deep  beautiful  blue  colour.  The  different  parts  of  the 
flower  are  fo  much  like  thofe  of  the  lad  deferibed  fpecies,  as 
to  render  a particular  defeription  of  them  in  this  place  un- 
neceffary. 
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It  is  common  in  gardens,  and  flowers  there  in  July. 

The  roots  of  this  plant  when  freffi  taken  out  of  the  ground 
have  a llrong  difagreeable  fmell,  and  a naufeous  acrid  tafte. 
M wo  ounces  of  it  bruifed,  and  infufed  four  or  five  hours'  in  a 
quarter  of  a pint  of  (trong  beer,  is  a ftrong  purge,  of  great 
efficacy  in  dropfica!  complaints. 

There  is  yet  another  plant  of  this  kind,  the  root  of  which  is 
kept  in  the  (hops,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Florentine  Orris, 
or  Lis.  This  is  faid  to  be  ferviceablc  in  diforders  of  the  lungs, 
luch  as  coughs,  hoarfenefs,  & c.  and  to  promote  the  menftrual 
difcharge. 


FLUELLEIN. 

Antirrhinum  Elatine,  14.  2. 

Boot  : annual,  final),  and  fibrous. 

Stems:  numerous,  (lender,  and  trailing;  they  are  very 
much  branched,  hairy,  and  eight  or  ten  inches  long. 

Leaves  : numerous,  final!,  fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks, 
nearly  arrow- lhapcd,  but  the  angles  do  not  bend  backward 
enough  to  come  abfolutely  under  that  denomination. 

Flowers:  placed  on  long  (lender  fruit-ftalks,  which  pro- 
ceed fingly  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves;  they  are  fmall,  and 
of  two  colours,  yellow  and  a deep  purple. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  five  oblong  fegments ; the  two 
Jowermofl  of  which  fpread  more  than  the  others. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  an  oblong 
tuoe,  a little  hunched  about  the  rfnddle,  and  a border  divided 
into  two  lips,  the  uppermolt  of  which  is  cloven,  and  reflected 
fideways,  and  the  lower  one  divided  into  three  blunt  fegments. 
The  mouth  or  throat  of  the  bloflom  is  clofed  by  a projection 
of  the  lower  lip,  which  is  hollowed  on  the  under  fide,  and 
there  is  a honey-cup  extending  backwards  from  the  bafe  of  it, 
refembling  a fpur. 

Chives:  four,  two  fhort  and  two  long;  they  are  inclofed 
by  the  upper  lip  of  the  bloffiom. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  lhaft  (lender,  and 
crowned  with  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundifh  capfule,  divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  fmall. 

It  grows  in  corn  fields,  and  other  cultivated  places,  but  not 
very  common.  The  blcifoms  appear  in  Auguft,  and  the  plant 

continues 
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continues  producing  a fucceflion  of  frefli  flowers  till  the  latter 
end  of  September. 

The  whole  plant  is  bitter.  The  juice  of  it  cleanfes  old 
ulcers,  and  difpofes  them  to  heal,  and  is  likewife  a good 
medicine  for  internal  bruifes,  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  the 
bloody  flux,  and  other  haemorrhages. 


FOOL’s  STONES. 

KING  FINGER. 

Orchis  Mafcula , 20.  I. 

Root  : perennial ; it  confifts  of  two  fmall  bulbs,  both  of 
which  are  fixed  to  the  bafe  of  the  Hem,  and  of  an  oval  figure, 
with  a few  fmall  fibres  proceeding  from  their  upper  parts. 

Leaves:  long,  moderately  broad,  pointed,  and  of  a dark 
green  colour,  fpotted  with  black. 

Stem:  roundifli,  upright,  fmooth,  and  eight  or  ten  inches 
high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftems  in  longifh  fpikes;  they 
are  large,  intermixed  with  little  pointed  coloured  floral  leaves, 
and  of  a beautiful  reddifh  purplg  colour,  fpotted  with  a darker. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  petals;  three  of  which  are 
placed  outwardly,  and  two  within.  They  approach  fo  as  to 
appear  like  a hood  or  helmet.  Between  the  petals  is  a honey- 
cup,  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  divided  into  two  lips,  the  upper- 
moft  of  which  is  fliort,  and  Hands  erefl,  the  lower  one  larger, 
and  fpreading.  It  is  lengthened  out  behind  into  a tubular 
part,  refembling  a little  horn. 

Chives:  two;  they  are  {lender,  very  fhort,  and  grow  on 
the  pointal.  The  tips  are  egg-fhaped,  upright,  and  clofely 
covered  by  the  upper  lip  of  the  honey-cup. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflom,  of 
an  oblor.g  form,  and  twifted ; the  {haft  is  fixed  to  the  upper 
lip  of  the  honey-cup,  and  is  very  ihort,  with  an  obtufe,  com- 
prefled  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  ; an  oblong  capfule,  containing  in  a fingle 
cell  numerous 

Seeds  : which  arc  fmall,  and  very  much  referable  faw-duft. 

It  is  common  in  meadows  and  paflures,  and  flowers  in  May 
or  June. 
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The  roots  only  are  ufed,  and  thofe  when  properly  prepared 
are  what  the  druggills  call  Salep,  which  is  a mild  nourifhing 
fubllance,  and  very  ul'eful  in  the  bloody  flux,  ftrangury,  and 
confumptive  cafes. 


F O X - G L O V E. 

Digitalis  Purpuerea , 14.  2. 

Root  : biennial,  and  coir.pofed  of  a great  number  of  long, 
thick,  and  tough  fibres. 

Leaves:  very  large  and  numerous:  they  are  fupported  on 
fhort  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  of  an  oblong  figure,  wrinkled  on  the 
furface,  notched  on  the  edges,  downy  underneath,  with  a 
kind  of  net-work  formed  by  the  veins,  which  are  flelhy  and 
prominent. 

Stem:  roundifh,  thick,  of  a firm  confiftence,  eredt,  and 
three  or  four  feet  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  long  fpikes;  they  all 
< hang  one  way,  are  large,  and  of  a beautiful  red  colour,  with 
fome  white  fpots  withinfide,  and  fome  of  a darker  colour  than 
the  ground  of  the  flower. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of-a  Angle  leaf,  which  is  divided 
into  five  lharp  pointed,  unequal  fegments,  the  uppermolt 
being  narrower  than  the  others. 

Blossom:  a Angle,  large,  bell-fhaped  petal,  flightly  di- 
vided at  the  mouth  into  four  fegments,  the  uppermoft  of 
which  expands  molt,  and  is  notched  at  the  end,  but  thelower- 
moft  is  the  largeft. 

Chives:  four  (two  long  and  two  fhorter)  they  are  awl- 
fhaped,  and  fixed  to  the  bafe  of  the  blolfom,  having  cloven 
tips  at  their  ends,  which  taper  to  a point. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  taper,  and  fupports  a long  and 
very  flender  fhaft,  with  a (harp  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-fhaped  capfule  as  long  as  the  cup, 
and  divided  within  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  very  fmall. 

It  grows  on  heaths  and  dry  fandy  banks,  and  produces  its 
very  elegant  flowers  in  June  and  July. 

A drachm  of  the  powdered  leaves  taken  inwardly  caufes 
violent  vomiting.  It  is,  without  doubt,  a very  adlive  medicine, 
and  merits  more  attention  than  is  at  prefent  bellowed  on  it. 
Withering . 

A dccodtion 
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A decoftion  of  the  leaves  in  ale  is  fnmetimes  made  ufe  of  by 
country  people  for  rheumatic  complaints,  and  other  cbdinate 
diforders,  but  it  operates  fo  violently  both  upwards  and  down- 
wards, as  to  render  its  ufe  very  uniafe,  unlefs  in  fkilful  hands, 
or  very  robult  conflitutions.  An  ointment  made  of  the  flowers, 
by  boiling  them  in  May  butter,  is  very  ufeful  to  drefs  fcro- 
phulous  fores  and  (cabby  heads  with.  In  fmnll  dofes  it  a£ls  as 
a diuretic,  and  is  excellent  in  droplies.  See  Withering  on  the 
Fox-glo-ve. 


F R O G - B I T. 


Hydrocbaris  Morfus-Ranse,  zz ■ 8. 

Root:  perennial;  it  confifts  of  feveral  very  long,  thick, 
white  fibres. 

Leaves:  growing  in  clufters  on  long  leaf-ftalks ; they  are 
ofaroundilh  figure,  or  rather  kidney-lhaped,  very  entire  at 
the  edges,  fmooth,  of  a flefhy  fubftance,  and  a dark  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  diftimfl  plants ; they  Hand 
on  long,  (lender  fruit-ftalks,  and, are  white. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  double;  the  outer- 
mod  is  a flieath  of  two  leaves,  inclofing  three  flowers,  each  of 
which  is  furnidied  with  a proper  cup,  of  three  oblong,  con- 
cave leaves,  with  membranaceous  edges. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  three  large,  roundifh  petals. 

Chives:  nine;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  upright,  and  difpofed 
in  three  rows,  and  from  the  bafe  of  the  middlemod,  or  central 
row,  rifes  an  awl-fhaped  fubflance,  refcmbling  a (haft;  the 
other  two  rows  are  united  to  each  other  at  the  bottom,  and  ail 
of  them  are  furnidied  with  Ample  tips. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above,  but  they 
grow  finglely  on  their  fruit-ftalks,  and  aredeilitute  of  a flieath. 

Blossom  : as  in  the  barren  flower. 

Chives  : wanting. 

Pol  nt a l : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
of  a roundifh  figure,  fupporting  fix  comprefled,  cloven,  fur- 
rowed fhafts,  equaling  the  cup  in  length,  and  terminating  in 
cloven,  tapering  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  capfule  of  a leathery  fubflance; 
it  is  divided  into  fix  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  very  fmall,  and  of  a roundifh  figure. 


It 
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It  is  common  in  ditches  and  ponds  ; the  leaves  fwim  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  and  the  flowers  appear  in  July. 

The  leaves  are  of  a cooling  nature,  and  are  frequently  ufed 
by  country  people  in  poultices,  for  fwellings  and  inflam- 
mations. 


FUMITORY. 

Futnaria  Ojficinalh,  17.  2. 

Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  weak,  fmooth,  very  much  branched,  and  about  2 
foot  high. 

Leaves  : doubly  winged  ; the  little  leaves  are  divided  into 
three  lobes,  or  fegments,  which  are  again  cloven  into  two  or 
three  parts;  they  are  of  a tender  fubllance,  and  a faint  green 
colour. 

Flowers  : difpofed  in  fpikes,  which  terminate  the  branches; 
they  are  fmall,  but  their  colour  is  very  lively,  being  partly 
a light  pink,  and  partly  a deep  purple. 

Flower-cup:  two  leaved;  the  leaves  are  placed  oppoflte, 
and  are  equal  in  fize,  upright,  fmall,  and  iharp  pointed. 

Blossom:  between  gaping  and  butterfly-fhaped  ; it  is  of 
an  oblong  figure,  and  tubular,  with  a projecting  palate,  which  - 
entirely  fills  up  the  mouth.  The  upper  lip  is  flat,  obtufe, 
notched  at  the  end,  and  reflected  ; it  runs  out  backwards  into 
a Ihort  blunt  heel,  or  fpur,  which  is  the  honey-cup.  The 
lower  lip  has  a very  great  fimilarity  with  the  upper  one.  The 
mouth  is  four  cornered,  and  cloven. 

Chives:  two;  they  are  broad,  but  taper,  with  three  tips 
at  the  end  of  each,  and  one  of  them  is  inclofed  by  each  lip  of 
the  bloflom. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  fhipe,  but  a little 
comprefled,  and  tapering;  the  fhaft  is  very  fhort,  and  is  fur- 
nilhed  with  aroundilh,  comprefled  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  aroundilh  pod. 

Seeds:  feveral  in  each  pod,  of  a roundilh  figure,  but  fmall. 

It  is  frequent  in  corn  fields,  and  other  cultivated  places, 
where  it  flowers  from  May  till  Auguft. 

The  leaves  have  a faline,  bitterilh  tafte.  The  exprefled  juice 
of  them  taken  in  dofes  of  two  or  three  ounces,  is  a good 
medicine  in  hypochondriacal  and  fcorbutic  complaints.  It 
ftrengthens  the  tone  of  the  itomach,  and  corrects  acidity 
therein,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  it  has  great  efficacy  in 
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removing  obftruftions  of  the  vifcera,  and  curing  thofe  diforders 

which  arife  therefrom.  Withering. 

As  a purifier  of  the  blood  this  plant  is  to  be  preferred  to  all 
the  other  herbs  that  are  employed  for  that  purpofe.  Hoffman. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  is  faid  to  remove  freckles  and 
clear  the  {kin,  and  fome  people  fmoak  the  dried  leaves  in  the 
manner  of  tobacco  for  diforders  of  the  head,  and  frequent*/ 
find  relief. 


furze. 

' .-> 

GORZE,  WHINS. 

XJlex  Europmus,  17.  4. 

Root  : woody,  and  fpreading  to  a good  diftance. 

Stem:  Ihrubby,  upright,  and  divided  into  numerous 

branches,  which  are  let  very  thick  with  ftiff,  lharp  pointed, 
branching  thorns. 

Leaves-,  final!,  woolly,  pointed,  and  upright;  there  is 
one  placed  at  the  bafe  of  each  thorn,  but  they  fall  off  fo  foon 
after  their  firlt  appearance  in  the  fpring,  that  they  are  feldom 
noticed. 

Flowers:  numerous,  large,  and  of  a beautiful  yellow 
colour ; they  are  of  the  butterfly-lhaped  kind. 

Flower-cup:  double;  the  outermoft  is  very  finall,  and 
confiils  of  two  brown  leaves ; the  innermoft  is  alfo  compofed 
of  two  leaves,  which  are  woolly,  egg-lhaped,  concave,  and 
equal  in  fize;  the  uppermoft  is  marked  at  the  end  with  two 
notches,  the  lowermoft  with  three. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  petals ; the  ftandard,  or  upper- 
moft  of  which  is  very  large,  inverfely  heart-lhaped,  and 
notched  at  the  end.  The  wing9,  or  fide  petals  oblong,  blunt, 
and  fhorter  than  the  ftandard ; the  lowermoft  two,  or  keel, 
are  finall,  ftraight,  obtufe,  and  approach  each  other  at  the 
lower  edge. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  all  united  together  at  the  bale, 

and  fupport  fimple  tips.  . 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oblong  and  hairy,  the  iualt 
thread-fhaped,  and  furniftied  with  a finall  blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong  lhell,  or  pod,  nearly  inclofed  by 
the  cup. 

Seeds:  few,  roundilh,  and  notched. 


N*  V. 
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It  is  common  on  heaths  and  wafle  places.  The  blofloms 
appear  early  in  the  fpring,  and  the  Ihrub  continues  in  flower 
till  winter  approaches. 

The  feeds  are  of  an  aftringent  nature,  and  may  be  given 
together  with  other  ingredients  of  a like  nature,  wherever 
binding  is  required,  as  in  fluxes,  &c.  An  infuflon  of  th? 
frefh  gathered  bark  of  the  roots  operates  by  urine,  and  is  good 
-in  the  gravel. 


galangale. 

Ktempferia  Galanga,  i.  i. 

Root  : perennial,  knotty,  crooked,  and  creeping  under  the 
iurface  of  the  ground  in  various  directions ; its  general  thick- 
nefs  is  that  of  a man’s  finger,  but  it  is  often  an  inch  or  more 
in  diameter,  and  is  furrounded  with  circular  ridges  in  many 
places.  Its  colour  on  the  outfide  is  a reddi/h  brown,  but  within 
it  is  much  paler.  It  fends  out  clufters  of  large  fibres  from 
feveral  parts,  and  propagates  itfelf  abundantly. 

Leaves  : proceeding  immediately  from  the  roots  on  broad, 
flat,  hollow  leaf-ftalks ; they  grow  feveral  together,  and  are 
large,  of  an  oblong  figure,  flat,  fharp  pointed,  of  a thick 
flefhy  fubftance,  and  a bright  green  colour,  except  at  the 
edges,  which  are  tinged  with  purple. 

. Lowers:  fupported  fingly  on  longilh  fruit-ftalks,  which 
rife  from  the  center  of  the  leaves ; they  are  pretty  large,  white 
within,  but  of  a deep  purple  colour  towards  the  bafe,  and  fo 
tender  that  they  fcarcely  continue  a day  in  perfection;  thofc 
that  open  in  the  morning  generally  fall  off  before  night. 

Flower-cup  : fcarcely  diftinguifhable. 

Blossom:  a Angle  petal,  with  a long  /lender  tube,  and  a 
flat  border,  which  is  divided  into  fix  fegments,  three  of  which 
are  /harp  pointed,  two  egg-lhaped,  and  one  fubdivided. 

Chive:  Angle,  of  a membraneous  fubftance,  and  notched 
at  the  end  ; the  tip  is  /lender,  and  double. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundi/h,  the  /haft  as  long  as 
the  tube,  and  terminated  by  a roundi/h  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundi/h,  or  rather  three  cornered  capfule, 
divided  into  three  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous. 

. * "at‘ve  CeyJon,  Malabar,  and  fome  other  parts  of 

the  Eaft-Indies. 
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The  roots  are  kept  by  the  druggills,  and  have  fomewhat  of 
an  aromatic  fmelJ,  though  not  very  grateful,  and  a very  un- 
pleafant  bi tterifh,  hot,  biting  take. 

An  infufion  of  the  root  in  boiling  water,  or  a tin&ure  made 
with  brandy,  is  a good  medicine  in  windy  complaints,  and 
other  diforders  of  the  llomach,  as  well  as  for  head-achs,  which 
arife  from  fome  debility,  or  evil  affe&ion  in  that  organ. 


GARLIC. 

Allium  Sativum. 

Root:  perennial;  it  confifts  of  a great  number  of  fmaH 
bulbs,  or  as  they  are  commonly  called,  cloves,  furrounded  by 
a common  membrane,  and  making  altogether  a compound 
bulb  about  as  large  as  a hen’s  egg,  with  feveral  large  white 
fibres  proceeding  from  its  bafe. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  are  a foot  or  more  in  length, 
very  narrow,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Stejj  : round,  fmooth,  naked,  hollow,  and  about  two  feet 
high. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Hem  in  a large  duller;  they  are 
fmall  and  whiteilh. 

Flower-cup  : a roundilh  fheath,  which  is  common  to  the 
whole  duller  of  flowers,  and  foon  withers. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  fix  oblong  petals. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  have  oblong,  up- 
right tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  Ihort,  and  obfcurely  three  cor- 
nered ; the  lhaft  fimple,  and  terminated  by  a lharp  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a Ihort  broad  capfule,  divided  externally 
into  three  lobes,  and  internally  into  as  many  cells. 

Seeds;  numerous,  and  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Ealt,  but  very  common  in  our  gardens, 
where  it  flowers  in  the  fummer  months. 

The  whole  plant  has  a very  ftrong,  difagreeabfe  fmell,  and 
the  roots  are  exceedingly  acrid  and  pungent  to  the  talle. 

Garlic  is  recommended  by  fome  of  our  bell  authors  to  be 
ufed  in  a great  number  of  diforders,  while  others  condemn  it  as 
an  offenfive  and  hurtful  drug.  Without  doubt  there  are  many 
cafes  in  which  its  ufe  would  be  extremely  prejudicial,  as  well 
as  others  where  it  would  prove  beneficial.  Its  principal  effedls 
are  to  warm  and  ftimulate  the  folids  of  the  body,  attenuate 
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thick  humours,  and  prevent  putrefa&ion.  Hence  the  ufe  of 
it  appears  very  improper  in  hot  bilious  conftitutions,  where 
there  is  already  too  great  a degree  of  irritation,  or  where  the 
juices  are  thin  and  acrimonious,  and  the  vifeera  unfound, 
in  which  cafes  it  is  almoft  certain  tooccafion  head-achs,  flatu- 
lence, thirft,  and  a variety  of  feverilh  fymptoms.  While,  on 
the  other  hand,  where  the  conftitution  is  cold  and  phlegmatic, 
its  ufe  is  frequently  attended  with  happy  effects,  when  people 
of  this  laft  defeription  find  themfelves  troubled  with  lofs  of 
appetite,  or  with  afthmatic  complaints,  or  their  ftomach  and 
lungs  opprefled  with  tough  vifeid  phlegm,  they  will  generally 
find  relief  from  the  ufe  of  this  plant.  It  is  a powerful  ftrength- 
ener,  and  promotes  expedloration,  removes  obftruttions  of  the 
vifeera,  increafes  the  urinary  difeharge,  kills  worms,  and  is 
ferviceable  in  dropfies,  bofh  by  evacuating  the  water  already 
collected,  and  preventing  its  accumulation  in  future. 

It  is  fometimes  externally  applied  in  ointments  and  lotions, 
to  prevent,  or  flop  putrefa&ion,  and  difperfe  hard  fwellings. 
Bruifed  and  applied  to  the  foies  of  the  feet  in  the  low  flages 
of  acute  diforders,  it  raifes  the  pulfe,  and  gives  relief  to  the 
head. 

The  beft  method  of  giving  it  internally  is  in  the  form  of  a 
fyrup,  which  is  an  invaluable  medicine  for  afthmas,  hoarfe- 
nefs,  coughs,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  moft  other  diforders 
of  the  breaft  and  lungs. 

GENTIAN. 

Gentiana  Lutea. 

Root:  perennial,  large,  long,  divided  into  feveral  parts, 
covered  with  a rough  brown  Ikin,  but  within  it  is  yellowifh, 
and  of  a firm  fubftance. 

Leaves:  thofe  which  proceed  immediately  from  the  root 
are  numerous  and  large;  their  form  is  oblong,  broadeft  in 
the  middle,  and  without  any  leaf-ftalks ; they  are  wrinkled, 
marked  with  five  longitudinal  ribs,  fix  or  eight  inches  long, 
and  of  a lively  green  colour. 

Stem  : riling  from  the  middle  of  the  clufter  of  leaves;  it  is 
round,  thick,  firm,  upright,  undivided,  and  two  or  three 
feet  high  ; it  fupports  a great  number  of  leaves,  which  Hand 
in  pairs,  and  refemble  thofe  from  the  root.  They  have  no 
leaf-ftalks,  but  furround  the  ftem  at  their  lower  parts. 

Flowers:  numerous;  they  furround  the  ftem  in  large 
whorls  for  nearly  half  its  length,  and  each  whorl  has  a pair  of 
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leaves  placed  immediately  under  it.  The  colour  of  the  flower? 
is  a pale  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  one  leaved,  and  divided  into  five  oblong^ 

fharp  pointed  fegments.  * 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal,  which  is  tubular  below,  and 
divided  at  the  mouth  into  five  flat,  fhriveling,  vanoufly  fhaped 
fegments. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  fhorter  than  the  blof- 
fom,  and  terminated  by  Ample  tips. 

Pointai.  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  equal  to  the  chives 
in  length  ; there  is  no  fhaft,  the  feed-bud  being  crowned  with 
two  egg-fhaped  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong  capfule,  flightly  notched  at  the 
end. 

Seeds:  numerous  and  fmall. 

It  is  a native  of  Germany,  and  other  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  but  we  have  it  plentifully  in  our  gardens,  where  it 
flowers  in  July. 

The  dried  roots  are  kept  in  the  fhops,  and  are  the  principal 
ingredient  in  moll  of  the  bitter  tinctures  and  infufions.  A 
tindlure  made  with  an  ounce  of  the  root,  the  fame  quantity  of 
dried  lemon  peel,  and  -a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  cardamom 
feeds,  in  a pint  of  brandy,  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  diforders 
of  the  flomach,  which  it  ftrengthens  furprizingly,  and  is  no 
lefs  efficacious  in  procuring  an  appetite,  and  afiifling  digeftion. 
It  is  likewife  ufelul  in  the  decline  of  putrid  and  malignant 
fevers,  in  diforders  ariling  from  obllrutlions  of  the  vifeera,  for 
the  worms,  and  in  intermitting  fevers  and  agues. 

germander. 

1 Teucrium  Chamadrys,  14.  I. 

Root  : perennial ; it  is  compofed  of  numerous  long,  fiender, 
tough  fibres,  of  a brownilh  colour. 

Stem:  angular,  hard,  trailing,  branched,  and  a foot  or 
more  in  length. 

Leaves:  placed  in  pairs  on  fhort  leaf-  (talks ; they  are  of  an 
oblong  form,  deeply  jagged  and  notched  on  the  edges,  but 
entire  at  the  bafe,  and  of  a dark  green  colour  ; thofe  which 
grow1  towards  the  top  of  the  Item  are  oval,  pointed,  and  often 
purple. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  fterns  in  confiderable  numbers; 
they  are  placed  on  fhort  fruit-flalks  in  the  bofoms  of  the 

leaves. 
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leaves,  and  are  fmall,  though  their  colour,  which  is  a pale 
red,  and  their  numbers,  make  them  pretty  confpicuous. 

Flower-cup  : a Angle  leaf,  with  five  flight  notches  at  the 
mouth,  and  a little  hunched  on  one  fide. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a Ihort 
cylindrical  tube,  which  ends  in  a crooked  mouth.  The  upper 
lip  Hands  in  an  ereft  pofition,  and  is  deeply  divided;  the 
lower  lip  is  cut  into  three  lobes  or  fegmencs,  which  expand 
pretty  much,  and  of  thefe  the  middlemoft  is  largeft,  and  of  a 
roundifli  figure. 

Chives  : four;  and  two  of  them  are  fomething  (horter  than 
the  others;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  longer  than  the  upper  lip, 
and  terminated  by  fmall  brown  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  and 
fupports  a flender  fliaft,  with  two  longifh  fummits. 
Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : four  after  each  flower;  they  are  roundilh,  and  con- 
tained in  the  bofom  of  the  cup,  which  doles  on  them  after 
the  blofloms  are  fallen,  and  performs  the  office  of  a feed-veflel. 

It  is  common  in  France,  and  feveral  other  parts  of  Europe, 
and  has  been  found  in  an  apparently  wild  Hate  in  many  parts 
of  Great-Britain,  but  it  is  not  common.  The  flowers  appear 
in  June. 

The  whole  plant  is  bitter,  and  /lightly  aromatic,  and  may 
be  ufed  with  advantage  in  weak  relaxed  conftitutions.  Wither - 
ing. 

It  is  ufeful  in  female  obftru&ions,  intermitting  fevers,  fero- 
phulous  complaints,  the  gout,  and  rheumatifm,  for  all  which 
purpofes  a Arong  infufion  appears  to  be  the  molt  eligible  pre. 
paration. 

GERMANDER.  Water. 

Teucrium  Scordium,  14.  1. 

Root:  perennial,  fibrous,  and  creeping. 

Stems:  fquare,  weak,  hairy,  trailing,  and  ftriking  roots 
from  the  joints,  where  they  reft  on  the  ground. 

Leaves:  placed  in  pairs;  they  are  deftitute  of  leaf-ftalks, 
of  an  oblong  figure,  broad,  notched  at  the  edges,  hairy,  and 
of  a pale  greyi/h  green  colour. 

Flowers:  fituated  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves  towards  the 
top  of  the  Item  j they  are  produced  in  pairs,  but  lower  down 
4 they 
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they  are  frequently  folitary  ; they  are  fmall,  and  of  a pale  red 
colour. 

Flower  cup:  and  other  parts  of  the  frutification,  as  in 
the  common  Germander,  which  fee. 

The  frefh  leaves  are  bitter  and  pungent  to  the  tafte  ; their 
powder  deftroys  worms,  and  a decoftion  of  them  is  a good 
fomentation  where  the  parts  have  a tendency  to  mortify. 
fVithering. 

The  leaves  when  rubbed  betwixt  the  fingers  emit  a ftrongifh 
fmell,  fomewhat  refembling  that  of  garlic.  They  are  recom- 
mended as  being  excellent  in  malignant  and  pefiilential  fevers, 
and  in  weaknefs  and  laxities  of  the  ftomach  and  intellines. 

The  juice  expreffed,  with  the  addition  of  a little  white  wine 
of  any  kind,  i;.  good  in  obftru&ions  of  the  vifcera,  and  given 
alone  is  an  excellent  worm  medicine.  Lewis.  Hill. 

G A L E.  Sweet. 

SWEET  GAUL,  SWEET  WILLOW,  DUTCH 

MYRTLE. 

Myrica  Gale,  2Z.  3. 

Roots:  woody,  creeping,  and  hung  with  many  fibres. 

Stem:  fhrubby,  and  covered  with  a dark  coloured  fmooth 
bark ; it  is  divided  into  a vaft  number  of  fmall  twiggy  branches, 
and  rifes  to  the  height  of  three  or  four  feet. 

Leaves  : numerous,  fmall,  fharp  pointed,  and  very  flightljr 
notched  on  the  edges;  they  are  of  a pleafant  dark  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  feparate  plants ; they  are 
difpofed  in  catkins,  which  appear  before  the  leaves,  and  are 
of  a brownifh  colour. 

h lower-cup  ; of  the  barren  flower,  compofed  of  numerous 
foft,  chaffy  fcales,  which  lie  over  each  other  like  tiling,  and 
contain  a Angle  flower  in  each. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chivlsi  four  (fometimes  fix)  they  are  fhort,  flender,  and 
upngh  , with  large,  double,  and  cloven  tips. 

Flower -cup  and  Blossom:  of  the  fertile  flower,  the 
fame  a-,  in  th"  barren  one. 

Chives;  wanting 

Fointal:  the  feed-bud  is  nearly  egg-fhaped,  andfupports 

two 


FAMILY  HERBAL. 


192 

two  (lender  (hafts,  which  are  longer  than  the  cup,  and  fur- 
nifhed  with  Ample  fummits. 

Seed-vessel;  a dry  leather-like  berry,  divided  into  three 
lobes,  and  flattened  ^t  the  end. 

Seed  : Angle. 

It  is  found  in  bogs  and  marfhy  places,  but  not  very  common. 
The  flowers  appear  in  April. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  formerly 
made  ufe  of  this  (hrub  inflead  of  hops,  but  unlefs  it  is  boiled 
for  a long  time  the  liquor  is  apt  to  occafion  the  head-ach. 
Linnaeus. 

In  Wales  they  lay  the  branches  about  their  beds  to  drive 
away  the  fleas  and  gnats,  and  give  it  both  in  powder  and  in- 
fufton  to  deftroy  worms.  Pennant. 

GINGER. 

i 

Atnomum  Zinziber,  1.  x. 

Root  : perennial,  tuberous,  knotty,  varioufly  branched, 
and  divided,  about  the  thicknefs  of  a man’s  Anger,  but  flattifli, 
of  a pale  brown  colour  on  the  outfide,  white  within,  and  very 
pungent  and  acrid  to  the  tafte. 

Leaves:  (heathing  one  another  at  the  bafe,  and  by  that 
means  forming  a Item  two  or  three  feet  in  height;  they  are 
fix  or  eight  inches  long,  an  inch  broad,  pointed  at  the  end, 
and  of  a light  green  colour.  The 

Stems  ; which  fupport  the  flowers  rife  at  a diftance  from 
the  leaves,  and  are  round,  thick,  of  a tender  fubftance, 
covered  with  little,  pointed,  filmy  feales,  and  ten  inches,  or 
a foot  in  height. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  a thick  oval  fpike; 
they  are  fmall,  of  an  irregular  figure,  and  of  a mixed  red  and 
white  colour,  variegated  with  yellow  fpots.  They  are  alfo 
intermixed  with  little  fcaly  leaves,  which  are  fometimes  yellow 
and  red,  and  fometimes  of  a fine  (hining  green,  variegated 
with  white.  The  duration  of  the  flowers  is  but  very  ftiort, 
not  exceeding  fix  or  eight  hours. 

Flower-cup;  fmall,  and  one  leaved,  with  three  flight 
notches  at  the  end. 

Blossom:  a Angle  petal,  with  a fhort  tube,  and  a border, 
divided  into  four  oblong  fegments,  one  of  which  is  con* 
fiderably  larger  than  the  others. 

Chives* 
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Chive:  fingle,  of  an  oblong  form,  refembling  the  fegments 
of  the  bloflbm,  with  a broad  fimpie  tip. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundiih,  fituated  beneath  the 
bloflbm,  and  fupports  a flender  /haft,  which  equals  the  chive  in 
length,  and  is  crowned  with  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed  vessel:  of  an  oval  figure,  but  three  cornered,  and  of 
a leathery  fubftance.  It  is  divided  internally  into  three  cells. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  very  fmall. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  frequent  enough  with  us 
in  (loves,  but'feldom  flowers  there. 

Ginger  is  a warm  and  grateful  aromatic.  It  ftrengthens  the 
ftomach,  difperfes  wind,  helps  digeftion,  prevents,  or  cures  the 
cholic,  and  is  ufeful  in  ail  cold  flatulent  diforders,  and  weak- 
nefles  of  the  inteflines.  It  is  one  of  the  belt  additions  that  can 
be  made  to  rough  purging  medicines,  in  order  to  prevent  them 
from  griping  in  the  operation. 


G L A D W Y N.  Stinking. 
GLADDON. 

Iris  Fatidiffima,  3.  i. 

Root  : perennial,  thick,  and  creeping  under  the  furface  of  the 
ground. 

Leaves:  numerous, long,  narrow,  (harp  pointed,  of  a dark 
green  colour,  and  a peculiar  ftrong,  fetid  fmell. 

Stem  : round,  or  furnilhed  with  one  angle,  firm,  upright, 
fmooth,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Item  three  or  four  together  ; 
they  are  large,  and  of  a difagreeable  greyifli  colour. 

Flower-cup:  a (heath  of  one  or  two  leaves,  feparating  the 
flowers  from  each  other. 

Blossom:  a fingle  petal,  divided  into  fix  fegments,  three  of 
which  are  rcfle<5ted,  and  blunt  at  the  end ; the  other  three  up- 
tight, and  more  Iharply  pointed. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  awl  fliaped,  and  have  ftraight,  ob- 
long tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflbm,  and 
of  an  oblong  figure,  fupporting  a fimpie  (liort  (haft,  which  is 
crowned  with  a very  large  fummit,  divided  into  three  parts, 
VI.  C c . and 
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and  refembling  as  many  petals,  being  broad,  reflected,  and 
cloven  aft  the  extremity. 

Seed-vessel  : an  oblong,  angular  capfule,  divided  into  three 
cells. 

Seeds:  pretty  numerous;  they  are  large,  round,  and  of  a 
fine  glofiy  red  colour  when  ripe. 

It  delights  in  damp  fhady  fituations,  and  produces  its  flowers 
in  June  and  July. 

The  juice  of  the  root  is  fometimes  made  ufe  of  to  excite 
fneezing,  but  it  is  an  unfafe  pradtice,  and  has  been  known  to 
occalion  violent  convulfions.  Withering * 

Taken  inwardly  in  fmall  dofes  it  promotes  the  urinary  dif- 
charge,  and  the  menfes.  The  powder,  or  a ftrong  infufion  of 
the  root  is  good  in  hyfteric  and  nervous  diforders.  Hill. 

Taken  inwardly,  and  applied  outwardly  in  form  of  a poultice 
to  the  affedted  part,  it  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  the  fcrophula. 
Needham. 


GLASS  WORT. 

SALTWORT,  SEA  GRASS,  MARSH  SAMPHIRE. 

Salicomia  Herbacea,  I.  i. 

Root:  annual,  fmall,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  jointed,  very  much  branched,  and  eight  or  ten  inches 
high ; the  branches  are  more  confpicuoufly  jointed  than  the 
main  Item  ; all  the  joints  are  a little  comprefTed,  and  thickeft  at 
the  end. 

Flowers  : produced  by  threes  on  each  fide  of  the  Item  in 
the  clefts  of  the  joints ; they  are  fmall,  and  green,  or  whitifii. 

Flower-cup  : fquare,  or  four  edged,  and  lopped  at  the  end. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chive  : Angle  (fometimes  there  are  two  'In  each  flower) 
longer  than  the  cup,  and  furniftied  with  an  oblong  tip,  which  is 
double,  and  ftands  in  an  upright  pofition. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  the  fhaft  Ample,  and 
the  fummit  cloven. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seed:  fingle,  and  included  in  the  cup,  which  is  diftended, 
and  as  it  were  blown  up  for  that  purpofe. 


It 
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It  is  found  in  great  plently  on  the  fea  (hore,  and  is  in  flower 
during  the  month  of  Auguft. 

The  whole  plant  has  a faltifli  tafte,  and  the  young  branches 
are  frequently  pickled  for  famphire,  to  which  they  are  very 
little  inferior. 

The  juice  of  the  frelh  plant  taken  to  the  amount  of  a drachm, 
or  fomcthing  more  for  a dofe,  increafes  the  urinary  difcharge, 
and  is  good  in  dropfical  cafes. 

G O "A  T * s - B E A R D. 

GO  TO  BED  AT  NOON. 

Root  : biennialj  long,  thick,  white,  and  well  tailed. 

Stem  : round,  upright,  fmooth,  but  fcored  on  the  furface, 
and  two  feet  high. 

I. eaves:  numerous, and  without  leaf-ftalks;  they  are  broad 
at  the  bafe,  long,  tapering  to  a point,  a little  waved  on  the 
edges,  and  of  a greyilh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  ; they  are  of  the  compound 
kind,  large,  yellow,  and  ufually  expand  about  three  in  the 
morning,  but  clofe  again  about  ten,  unlefs  the  Iky  proves 
cloudy. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  eight  lharp  pointed  leaves,  or 
fegments  (for  they  are  all  united  at  the  bafe)  equal  in  length  to 
the  rays  of  thebloflom,  and  fometiines  longer. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  florets,  all  of  which  con. 
tain  both  chives  and  pointals,  and  confift  of  a Angle  petal,  which 
is  narrow,  lopped  at  the  end,  and  marked  with  five  flight 
notches. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  (lender,  very  (hort,  and  have  their 
tips  linked  into  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal;  the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  fupports  a (lender, 
thread-ftiaped  (haft,  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  two  reflected 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  foiitary,  oblong,  crooked,  tapering  at  both  ends, 
rough,  and  terminated  by  a long  awl- (h aped  pillar,  which  fup- 
ports a flat  downy  feather. 

It  is  frequent  in  meadows  and  paftures.  The  blofloms  appear 
in  June. 

The  roots  operate  gently  by  urine,  and  are  good  in  the 
gravel ; they  are  alfo  faid  to  be  an  excellent  reftorative  to  fuch 
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as  have  been  reduced  by  lingering  diforders.  Taken  up  and 
boiled  before  the  ftems  fhoot  up,  they  have  nearly  the  flavour  of 
afparagus,  and  afford  as  great  a fliare  of  noitrifhment. 

* 

G O A T’s-R  U E. 

Galega  Officinalis,  17.4. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  flender,  fibrous,  and  white. 

Stems;  numerous,  roundifh,  fco.red  on  the  furface,  upright, 
branched,  and  a yard  or  more  in  height. 

Leaves  : winged  ; each  entire  leaf  confifts  of  five  or  fix  pairs 
of  little  ones,  with  an  odd  one  at  the  end ; thefe  are  long,  nar- 
row, pointed,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers:  growing  in  fpikes  on  long  flender  leaf-ftalks, 
which  rife  from  the  boforns  of thedeaves ; they  are  fmall,  and  of 
a pale  blue,  or  whitifh  colour. 

Flower-cup  : a fingle  tubular  leaf,  divided  half  way  into 
five  awl-fhaped  fegments. 

Blossom:  butterfly-fhaped ; the  ffandard,  or  upper  petal, 
is  egg-fhaped,  and  reflected  both  at  the  top  and  fides.  The 
w'ings,  or  fide  petals,  are  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  furnifhed 
with  an  appendage.  The  keel,  or  loweft  petal,  is  oblor.g,  com- 
preffed,  and  ftraight,  with  a hunch  on  the  under  fide. 

Chives:  ten,  in  two  fets,  nine  of  them  being  united  at  the 
bafe,  and  the  tenth  fingle.  The  tips  are  of  an  oblong  figure. 

Pointai,:  the  feed  bud  is  oblong,  the  fhaft  flender,  and 
fhorter  than  the  feed-bud,  with  a very  minute  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a long,  comprefied,  pointed  fhe'.l,  or  pod. 

Seeds  : feveral  in  each  pod,  of  an  oblong  form,  with  a fmall 
notch  on  one  fide. 

It  is  a native  of  Italy,  and  flowers  in  our  gardens  in  the  month 
of  July. 

The  leaves  of  this  plant  gathered  juft  as  it  is  going  into 
flower,  and  dried,  with  the  addition  of  boiling  water,  make  an 
infufion,  which  being  drank  plentifully  excites  fweating,  and  is 
good  in  fevers. 


GOAT’s- 
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GOAT’s-THORN. 

AJlragalus  Tragacantbay  1 7.  4. 

Root  : woody,  tough,  fpreading,  and  white. 

Stem:  fhrubby,  robuft,  divided  into  numerous  branches, 
covered  with  a brownifh  bark,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  winged;  each  leaf  confifts  of  feven  or  eight  pair  of 
little  leaves,  which  are  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  very  obtule  at 
the  ends.  The  leaf-ftalks,  or  middle  ribs,  on  which  they  are 
fupported,  are  very  long,  and  fharply  pointed,  and  when  the 
leaves  are  decayed  and  fallen  off,  they  are  converted  into  thorns. 

Flowers:  produced  near  the  top  of  the  ftem  from  the 
bofoms  of  the  leaves,  in  lmall  clufters;  they  are  but  frnall,  and 
their  colour  is  white. 

Flower-cup;  a Tingle  tubular  leaf,  cut  at  the  mouth  into 
five  fharp  teeth,  the  lowermoft  of  which  are  gradually  lei's. 

Blossom:  butterfly-fhaped  ; the  (tandard,  or  upper  petal,  is 
longer  than  the  others,  reflected  on  the  fules,  ftraight,  blunt, 
and  notched  at  the  end.  The  wings,  or  lateral  petals,  are  of  an 
oblong  form,  and  fhorter  than  the  ftandard  ; and  the  keel,  or 
lowermoft  petal,  is  equal  to  the  wings  in  length,  and  notched  at 
the  end. 

Chives:  ten,  in  two  fets  (nine  united  and  one  Angle)  thev 
are  nearly  ftraight,  and  have  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  long,  and  roundifh;  the  lhaft 
awl-fhaped,  and  the  fummit  blunt. 

Seed-vessel  : a pod,  or  fhcil,  divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  kidney-fhaped,  and  pretty  large. 

It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  and  pro- 
duces the  gum  known  by  the  name  of  Tragacanth,  or  Dra- 
gant,  which  is  of  a fiippety  glutinous  nature,  and  good  to  blunt 
and  fheath  fharp  acrimonious  humours.  Diffolved  in  water  it 
is  an  excellent  medicine  in  tickling  coughs,  attended  with 
fmarfenefs,  or  lofs  of  voice,  dcfluxions  on  the  bread  or  lungs, 
and  other  timilar  diforders.  It  is  ufed  externally  in  collyriums 
tor  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  and  frequently  with  luccefs. 


GOLDEN 
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GOLDEN  ROD. 

V WOUND  WORT. 

Solidago , Virga  Aurea , 19.  1. 

Root:  perennial;  it  is  compofed  of  almoft  innumerable 
fibres,  connedted  to  an  oblong  head. 

Sxem  : upright  (fometimes  a little  bent  backward  and  for- 
wards) divided  near  the  top  into  feveral  branches,  and  two  or 
three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  oblong,  broad,  and  of  a dark  green  colour;  thofe 
which  proceed  from  the  root  and  bottom  of  the  ftem  are  placed 
on  leaf-ftalks,  and  notched  at  the  end  ; thofe  towards  the  top 
of  the  ftem  have  no  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  entire  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  and  branches  in  loofe 
fp'ikes ; they  are  of  the  compound  kind,  and  of  a line  yellow 
colour. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  feveral  oblong,  narrow,  tapering 
leaves. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  in  the  cen- 
ter are  of  a tubular  form,  with  five  fmall  teeth,  but  in  the  cir- 
cumference narrow,  and  only  three  toothed. 

Chives  : five  ; they  are  hair-like,  and  very  fhort,  having  their 
tips  united  into  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  the  fhaft  (lender,  and  ter- 
minated by  a cloven,  expanding  fummit,  or  two  reflected  ones. 

Seed  vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  oblong,  and  crowned  with  a hairy  feather. 

It  is  common  in  woods  and  hedges,  and  flowers  in  Auguft. 

The  root  dried  and  powdered,  is  a^good  medicine  for  violent 
purgings,  excefiive  menftrual  difcharges,  bloody  (tools,  and  all 
other  fluxes  and  hxmorrhages.  An  infufion  of  the  whole  plant 
taken  inwardly  is  an  excellent  medicine  for  wounds,  bruifer, 
fpitting  of  blood,  &c. 


GOLD 
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GOLD  OF  PLEASURE. 

CAMLINE. 

Myagrum  Sativum,  15.  1. 

Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  white,  and  furnifhed  with  many 
fibres. 

Stem:  roundifli  towards  the  bottom,  but  fomewhat  angular 
above  ; it  is  of  a hardifh  fubftarfce,  upright,  divided  into  a great 
number  of  branches,  and  a foot  and  half,  or  two  feet  high. 

Leaves  : numerous ; growing  in  an  alternate  order  on  the 
Item,  and  without  leaf-ftalks;  they  are  broad  at  the  bafe,  and 
furround  the  Item  more  than  half-way,  and  are  oblong,  narrow, 
pointed,  notched  on  the  edges,  hairy,  and  of  a pale  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  fmall  tuft.s,  or  cluf- 
ters,  of  a beautiful,  lively,  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  four  fmall,  oblong,  concave,  colour- 
ed leaves,  which  fall  off  foon  after  the  blofiom  opens. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  fiat,  circular  petals,  with  flen- 
der claws. 

Chives  : fix;  four  of  which  are  rather  longer  than  the  other 
two.  The  tips  are  fmall,  and  of  a fimple  ftru&ure. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  fupports  a flen- 
der fiiaft,  with  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-fhaped,  but  fomewhat  comprefied 
pouch,  which  is  very  entire,  and  terminated  by  a conical  fhaft. 

Seeds  : but  few,  and  of  a royndifh  figure. 

V 

It  16  found  in  corn-fields  and  other  cultivated  places,  and 
produces  its  flowers  in  June  and  July. 

An  infufion  of  the  young  tops  gathered  before  the  plant  runs 
up  to  feed,  fweetened  with  honey,  is  a very  good  gargle  for  fore 
throats,  and  ulcerated  mouths.  The  feeds  yield  a confiderable 
quantity  of  fweet,  pleafant  tailed  oil,  which  is  applicable  to  a 
variety  of  purpofes,  both  in  medicine  and  for  ceconomical  pur- 
pofei. 


GOOSE- 
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GOOSEBERRY. 

Ribcs  Uva  Cri/pi,  5. 

Root  : woody,  and  fpreading. 

Stem  : {hrubby,  covered  with  a rough  browft  bark,  divided 
into  numerous  branches,  which  are  armed  with  fharp  triple 
thorns.  It  feldom  exceeds  the  height  of  three  or  four  feet. 

Leaves:  growing  alternately  on  the  branches;  they  are 
fupported  on  fhort  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  fhort,  broad,  cut  into 
three  lobes,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a lightilh  green 
colour. 

Flowers  : produced  fingly,  or  in  pairs,  from  the  Tides  of  the 
young  branches ; they  hang  down,  and  are  of  a whitifll  colour. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  five  fhort,  oblong,  concave, 
coloured,  reflefted  fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall,  obtufe,  upright  petals* 
which  are  attached  to  the  Tides  of  the  cup. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  upright,  attached  to  the 
fides  of  the  cup,  and  furniflied  with  fiattifh  tips,  which  gape 
at  the  edges,  and  are  fixed  Tideways. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflom,  and 
of  a roundifh  figure ; it  fupports  a cloven  fhaft,  with  two  blunt 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  berry. 

Seeds  : numerous,  roundifh,  but  a little  comprefTed. 

It  is  too  common  in  our  gar>i?ns  to  require  a particular  fpeci- 
fication  of  its  place  of  growth. 

The  berries  are  of  a cooling  reflringent  nature,  and  are  good 
to  create  an  appetite  and  quench  thirft  ; alfo  to  prevent  thofe 
difagreeable  loathings  to  which  pregnant  women  arc  To  very 
fubjcdl. 


G O U R D. 

Cucurbit  a Citvullus , »i.  9. 

Root;  annual  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  angular,  thick,  of  a flelhy  fubftance,  hairy,  ten  or 
twelve  feet  long,  and  trailing  on  the  ground  unlefs  fupported. 

. Leaves: 
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Leaves:  fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks;  they  are  larger 
hairy,  deeply  divided  into  five  fegments,  and  of  a dark  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant;  they  are 
large,  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  a Angle  bell-fhaped 
leaf,  divided  into  Ave  awl-fhaped  teeth  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal*  which  is  adjoined  to  the  flower- 
cup,  bell-lhaped,  and  divided  Ave  ways.  In  the  center  of  the 
bloflom  Ls  a triangular,  concave  fubltance,  which  is  the  honey- 
cup  of  the  flower. 

Chives  : three,  which  are  conne&ed  together  by  their  tips, 
but  feparate  below,  and  attached  to  the  flower-cup ; they  are 
terminated  by  (lender,  creeping  tips. 

Flower-cup  : and 

Blossom  : of  the  the  fertile  flowers,  as  in  the  barren  one. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  very  large,  and  Atuated  below 
the  bloflom  ; the  fhaft  is  divided  at  the  top  into  three  parts, 
and  is  terminated  by  a Angle  fummit,  which  creeps  up  and 
downs,  and  has  a very  thick  margin,  cloven  into  three 
parts. 

Seed-vessel:  a large  round  fruit,  which  refembles  a 
mellon,  and  is  divided  into  three  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  large,  comprefled,  and  ebtufely  pointed 
at  both  ends. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eafl,  and  is  fometimes  cultivated  with 
us  in  the  gardens  of  the  curious. 

The  feeds  are  the  only  part  to  be  ufed  in  medicine;  beaten 
up  into  an  eledluary  with  barley  water,  they  cool  and  operate 
by  urine.  The  druggifts  formerly  kept  them  as  an  officinal  in 
their  fliops,  but  they  ate  at  prefent,  however*  very  little 
regarded. 


G O U T W O R T. 

GOUT-WEED,  HERB  GERRARD,  ASH-WEED, 
GROUND-ASII. 

JE go  podium  Podagraria,  5.  2'. 

Root:  perennial,  creeping,  and  white. 

Stem  : round,  but  furrowed,  divided  into  feveral  branches, 
and  two  or  three  feet  high, 

N°  VI. 


D d 


Leaves : 
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Leaves:  large,  and  of  the  compound  kind;  thofe  which 
proceed  immediately  from  the  root  are  large,  and  confift  each 
of  feveral  fmaller  leaves,  connected  to  a divided  leaf-dalk. 
Thofe  which  grow  towards  the  top  of  the  Item  are  divided 
into  three  fegments,  refembling  fo  many  fingers,  and  all  of 
them  are  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  fmallifh  rundles, 
without  any  fence  at  the  bafe;  they  are  minute,  and  of  a 
white  colour. 

Flower-cup  : fcarcely  perceptible. 

Blossom;  compofed  of  five  egg-fhaped,  concave,  equal 
petals,  which  bend  inwards  at  the  top. 

Chives?  five  ; they  are  fimple,  twice  as  long  as  the  petals, 
and  have  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  blofl'om,  and 
fupports  two  fimple  upright  fhafts,  which  are  equal  to  the 
petals  in  length,  and  terminate  in  roundifh  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : two;  they  are  united,  but  may  be  eafily  feparated  j 
their  form  is  oval ; convex  and  fcored  on  the  one  fide,  but 
fiat  on  the  other. 

It  is  a common,  and  frequently  a very  troublefome  weed  in 
gardens  and  orchards.  Thebloflbms  appear  in  May. 

The  roots  and  leaves  are  a good  external  application  for  the 
fciatica  and  other  pains,  whether  they  are  employed  as  a 
fomentation,  or  a poultice.  Many  authors  extol  them  when 
thus  applied  for  their  efficacy  in  the  gout;,  but  all  remedies  of 
this  kind  are  as  well  omitted  in  that  diforder,  as  they  are 
feldom  productive  of  any  lading  good  eifeCts,  and  may  fome- 
-times  be  the  occafion  of  much  didrefs  and  mifchief. 

CROMWELL. 

G R O M I L L,  GRAYMILL.. 

Lilhofpermsim  Officinale,  5.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  and  furnifhed  with  feveral 
cinders  of  fibres. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  branched  towards  the  top, 
and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : difpofed  alternately  on  the  dem  and  branches, 
without  leaf-dalks;  they  are  moderately  large,  of  an  oblong 
figure,  rough  on  the  furface,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers  s 
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Flowers:  fituated  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves;  they  are 

fmal],  and  white.  # . 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  leaf,  divided  into  five  awl-fhapcd 

fegments. 

Blossom  : a fingle  tubular,  or  funnel-fhaped  petal,  with 
a cylindrical  tube,  and  a border,  divided  into  five  obtufe, 
upright  fegments. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  Ihort,  and  have  oblong  tips, 
which  are  fituated  in  the  mouth  of  the  bloflom. 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  four  in  each  bloflom,  and 
from  the  center  of  them  rifes  a (lender  lhaft,  which  is  equal 
in  length  to  the  tubular  part  of  the  bloflom,  and  furni(hed 
with  an  obtufe,  dividecl  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting.  / 

Seeds:  four  after  each  flower;  they  are  egg-lhaped,  hard, 
fmooth,  and  contained  in  the  bottom  of  the  cup. 

It  delights  in  a dry  gravelly  foil,  but  even  in  fuch  fituations 
it  is  not  common.  The  blolfoms  appear  in  May  and  June. 

The  feeds  of  Gromwell  operate  powerfully  by  urine,  and 
are  ferviceable  in  the  ftone,  gravel,  and  mod  other  obftruc- 
tions ; the  bed  method  of  giving  them  is  in  barley  water,  after 
having  reduced  them  to  a fine  powder. 


GRAINS  OF  PARADISE. 

Amomum  Grattum  Paradiji,  I.  I. 

Root:  perennial,  knobbed,  or  tuberous,  and  creeping, 
with  cluders  of  fmall  fibres  proceeding  from  it  in  feveral  places. 

Leaves:  long,  narrow,  and  produced  in  cluders,  or  they 
encircle  each  other  at  the  bale,  fo  as  to  form  a kind  of  dem. 

Flowers:  produced  on  (hort  branching  flower-dems,  which 
rife  immediately  from  the  root;  they  are  fmall,  and  ot  a pale 
red,  or  white  colour. 

Flower-cup:  very  fmall,  and  marked  with  three  flight] 
notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom:  a fingle  petal,  with  a very  Ihort  tube,  and  a 
border,  divided  into  three  or  four  oblong  fegments,  one  of 
which  is  much  larger  than  the  others. 

Chive  : fingle;  it  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  fcarcely  to  be 
didinguilhed  from  the  divifions  of  the  bloflom.  The  tip  is 
broad,  and  adheres  to  the  end  of  the  chive  flatways. 

D d 2 PoiNTALS 


204 


FAMILY  HERBAL. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  a roundifh  figure,  and  fituated 

beneath  the  bloflom,  having  a flender  fhaft,  which  is  termi- 
nated by  a blunt  fuirjmit. 

Seed-vessel:  of  a leathery  fubftance,  fomewhat  egg- 
fhaped,  but  three  cornered,  and  divided  into  three  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  of  an  angular  figure,  and  a fhining 
brown  colour. 


This  plant  is  a native  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  from  whence  we 
receive  the  feeds. 

Thefe  are  of  a warm  aromatic  nature,  a good  deal  refem- 
bhng  pepper,  for  which  they  are  frequently  fubftituted  in 
many  places.  They  are  but  little  ufed  in  medicine,  but  might 
prove  ufeful  in  cold  flatulent  diforders,  the  cholic,  &c. 


GROUND  PINE. 

Tcucrium  Ckamaepitkys , 14.  1. 

Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  divided,  and  hung  with 
many  fmall  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  weak,  hairy,  branched,  and  about; 
four  or  five  inches  high. 

Leaves:  numerous  and  hairy;  they  ftand  in  pairs,  and 
are  of  an  oblong  figure,  very  entire  on  the  edges,  but  thofe 
which  grow  towards  the  top  of  the  Item  are  cut  into  three  fliorc 
fegments  at  the  extremity,  and  of  a yellowilh  green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves;  they  are 
fmall,  and  of  a yellow  colour,  with  a few  purple  fpots  on  the 
infide  of  the  uppermoft  lip. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  a Angle  leaf,  with  five  fmall 
teeth.  1 

Blossom:  a Angle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a fhort 
cylindric  tube,  which  ends  in  a crooked  mouth.  The  upper 
lip  is  fhort,  deeply  divided,  and  hands  in  an  ereft  pofition. 
The  lower  one  is  divided  into  three  fegments,  the  middlemoil 
of  which  is  largefi,  and  of  a roundifh  figure. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  longer  than  the  upper 
lip  of  the  bloflom,  unequal  in  length,  and  terminated  by  fmaH 
tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the 
fhaft  is  very  flender,  and  furniflied  with  two  fmall  fummits. 
Seed-vessel:  wanting. 


Seeds 
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Seeds:  four  after  each  flower;  they  are  roundifli,  and  lie 
naked  in  the  bottom  of  the  cup. 

It  is  found  wild  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
generally  affedts  a dry  chalky  fituation. 

The  young  tops  dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  are  much 
recommended  in  gouty  and  rheumatic  complaints.  It  like- 
wife  operates  powerfully  by  urine,  removes  obltructions,  and 
is  ferviceable  in  the  dropfy,  jaundice,  and  ague.  And  many 
accounts  are  to  be  met  with  in  creditable  authors,  of  great 
cures  having  been  performed  by  its  ufe.  It  is,  however,  at 
prefent  very  much  negledted,  nor  indeed  do  its  medical  virtues 
appear  ever  to  have  been  properly  afcertained. 


GROUNDSEL. 

S I M S O N. 

Senicio  Vulgaris , 19.  2. 

Root:  annual  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  of  a very  tender  fubflance,  thick,  but  little 
branched,  and  a foot  high. 

Leaves:  long,  deeply  cut  in  and  jagged  on  the  edges, 
without  leaf-ftalks,  and  of  a light  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  loofe,  fcattered  tufts; 
they  are  fmall,  yellow,  and  of  the  compound  kind. 

Flower-cup:  double;  it  is  compofed  of  feveral  awl- 
Ihaped,  fcaly  leaves,  which  are  dead  at  che  ends,  and  have  a 
few  fmall  fcales  furrounding  their  bafe. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  feveral  tubular  florets,  with  a re- 
flected border,  divided  into  five  flight  teeth,  and  all  of  them 
contain  both  chives  and  pointals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  hair-like,  very  fmall,  and  have 
their  tips  united  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-Ihaped,  the  fliaft  flender, 
as  long  as  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  two  oblong  fum- 
mits,  which  are  rolled  back. 

Seed-vessei,  : wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  egg-lhaped,  and  crowned  with  a long 
hairy  feather. 

It  is  a common  weed  almoft  every  where,  particularly  in 
gardens  and  cultivated  places,  and  is  in  flower  almoll  the  year 
round. 


A ftrong 
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A ftrong  infufion  of  the  plant  excites  vomiting,  and  the 
bruifed  leaves  are  a good  application  to  boils.  Withering. 

The  frefh  roots  fmelled  to  when  firft  taken  out  of  the  ground 
are  an  immediate  cure  for  the  head-ach.  Hill. 


G U A I C U M.  Tree. 

POCKWOOD. 

Cuajacum  Ojficinalis , io.  I. 

Roots  woody,  divided,  and  very  long. 

Stem:  treelike,  and  divided  into  numerous  branches, 
which  are  long  and  full  of  knots.  The  bark  is  fmooth,  and 
of  a brownilh  colour,  and  the  wood  is  remarkably  folid  and 
heavy. 

Leaves:  produced  in  pairs ; they  are  of  the  winged  kind, 
and  each  is  compofed  of  two  pair  of  little  leaves,  which  are  of 
an  oval  figure,  and  a pale  green  colour.  They  are  entire  on 
their  edges,  and  without  any  leaf-ttalks. 

Flowers:  produced  in  clutters  at  the  extremities  of  the 
branches;  they  are  large,  and  of  a beautiful  blue  colour. 

Flower.-cup:  formed  of  five  oblong,  concave  leaves,  two 
of  which  are  fmaller  than  the  others. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  oblong,  concave,  expanding 
petals,  with  narrow  claws,  which  are  inferted  into  the  flower- 
cup. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  Ample,  upright,  and  terminated 
by  oblong  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fliaped  like  a wedge,  and  is 
fupported  on  a Ihort  pedicle ; the  lhaft  is  very  fhort,  and  the 
fummit  Ample,  with  a very  lharp  point. 

Seed-vessel;  an  angular  fruit,  divided  into  feveral  cells, 

Seeds  : folitary,  of  the  nut  kind,  and  very  hard. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  America,  and  will  not 
Jive  with  us  except  in  a very  warm  ftove. 

A decoftion  of  the  wood  promotes  fweat,  and  is  good  in 
the  rheumatifm,  fcurvy,  venereal  difeafe,  and  gouty  com- 
plaints. But  the  ufe  of  it  mutt  be  continued  for  a confiderable 
length  of  time.  The  refin,  or  gum,  as  it  is  commonly  called, 
which  is  procured  from  this  tree,  is  of  a v^ry  acrid,  pungent 
nature,  and  may  be  given  with  great  advantage  in  rheumatic, 
gouty,  and  other  chronical  diforders,  for  which  it  is  greatly 
preferable  to  the  wood.  There  is  a balfam  and  tinSure  pre- 
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pared  from  this  gum  and  kept  in  the  /hops,  either  of  which 
may  be  taken  in  dofes  of  a large  tea-fpoonful  two  or  three 
times  a day,  in  any  agreeable  liquor,  for  all  the  aforefaid 
purpofes. 


H A R E’s  - E A R. 


Buplturum  Longifoltum,  5.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  fmall,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  round,  upright,  a little  fcored  on  the  furface, 
branched  towards  the  top,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : placed  alternately  on  the  Item,  without  any  leaf- 
ftalks;  they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  moderately  broad,  con- 
cave, entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a blueifh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  fmall  umbels,  or 
rundles,  of  a yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  very  minute,  but  there  is  a general  fence  of 
many  leaves  to  each  rundle,  and  a partial  one  of  five  leaves  to 
each  of  the  rundlets. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  petals. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  fhort,  and  furnifhed  with  roundilh 
tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloffom, 
and  fupports  two  flender,  refledted  fhafts,  with  very  fmall 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connected,  but  eafily  feparate,  and 
are  of  an  oblong  form,  convex  on  one  fide,  and  fcored  ; but 
flat  on  the  other. 


It  is  a native  of  Germany,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  but 
is  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  our  gardens,  where  it  bloffoms 
in  the  middle  of  fummer. 

The  frefh  gathered  leaves  are  a good  application  to  green 
wounds,  which  they  fpeedily  heal  without  any  other  affiftance. 
The  method  of  ufing  them  is  as  follows : take  three  or  four 
of  the  leaves,  and  after  clofing  the  lips  of  the  wound,  lay  them 
on  one  over  the  other,  and  fecure  them  with  a linen  bandage 
for  the  fpace  of  three  or  four  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time, 
in  moll  cafes,  the  cure  will  be  effedled,  and  nothing  but  a 
fear  will  be  found  remaining.  It  is  likewife  fuppofed  to  poflefs 
confiderable  efficacy  in  fcrophulous  complaints,  but  is  not 
altogether  to  be  depended  on  for  the  cure  of  a difordcr  which 
frequently  bids  defiance  to  the  moll  powerful  medicines. 

H A R E’s- 
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HARE’s-FOOT. 

HARE’s-FOOT  TREFOIL. 

5V folium  Arverfe,  17.  4. 

Root:  annual,  final!,  oblong,  and  furnifhed  with  many 
fmall  white  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  weak,  but  upright,  very  much  branch- 
ed, of  a pale  reddifh  colour,  and  about  a foot  long. 

Leaves:  produced  in  threes;  they  have  fcarcely  any  leaf- 
llalks,  and  are  fmall,  narrow,  blunt  at  the  extremity,  and 
fometimes  notched  there,  with  the  middle  rib  of  the  leaf 
lengthened  out  into  a fhort  point. 

Flowers  : produced  at  the  ends  of  the  branches  in  oblong, 
woolly  fp ikes  ; they  are  fmall,  and  of  a pale  red  colour. 

Flower-cup:  a fingle  tubular  leaf,  divided  at  the  mouth 
into  five  fmall  teeth  ; it  is  longer  than  the  blolTom,  and  of  a 
reddifh  colour,  with  a fringe  of  long  hairs  on  its  edges. 

Blossom:  butterfly-fhaped ; the  ftandard,  or  uppermoft 
petal,  is  refledled  ; the  wings,  or  fide  petals,  are  fhorter  than 
the  ftandard,  and  the  keel,  or  lowermoft  petal,  Hill  fhorter 
than  thofe. 

Chives:  ten,  nine  of  which  are  united,  and  one  is  fingle  ; 
they  have  fmall  fimple  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  the  fhaft  awl- 
fhaped,  and  the  fummit  fimple. 

Seed-vessel  : a fhort  pod,  containing  feveral  fmall 

Seeds:  of  a roundifh  figure. 

It  is  very  common  in  dry  upland  paflures,  and  flowers  in 
July. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  an  aftringent  nature,  and  its  virtues 
deferve  to  be  better  known  than  they  are  at  prefent.  Dried 
and  reduced  to  powder  it  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  fluxes, 
attended  with  bloody  ftools  and  griping  pains ; it  likewife 
retrains  immoderate  menftrual  difcharges,  and  is  of  great 
efficacy  in  the  whites,  and  other  diforders  of  the  fex.  A ftrong 
decoftion  of  it  is  good  for  all  the  above  purpofes.  Hill. 
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Afplenium  Scolopendrium,  24.  I. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  a great  number  of  black 
fibres. 

Leaves:  numerous  and  large;  they  are  fupported  on  fhort, 
blackifh,  downy  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  long,  hollowed  at  the 
bafe,  pointed  at  the  end,  and  of  a fine  green  colour. 

Flowers:  difpofed  in  lines  on  the  backs  of  the  leaves,  but 
they  are  too  minute  to  have  their  feveral  parts  diftinguilhed. 

It  is  found  in  the  mouths  of  wells,  and  other  damp  fhady 
places  among  rubbifh. 

The  expreffed  juice  of  the  plant  taken  in  fmall  quantities 
for  a confiderable  length  of  time,  is  an  excellent  medicine  in 
obltruCtions  of  the  vifcera,  and  has  been  known  to  cure  many 
of  the  moll  obflinate  chronic  diforders,  when  all  other  means 
have  proved  ineffectual.  Hill. 


HARTWORT. 


Peucedanum  Alpejlre,  5.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  large,  thick,  and  hung  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Stem:  round,  thick,  upright,  fcored  on  the  furface,  of  a 
very  firm  afpeCt,  but  hollow  within,  and  but  little  branched. 

Leaves:  very  large,  and  divided  into  a great  number  of 
fine  parts  by  fives  and  threes;  they  are  of  a yellowifh  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  large  rundles,  but 
fingly  they  are  fmall  and  white.  There  is  a leafy  fence  at  the 
bafe  of  each  rundle,  confiding  of  feveral  fmall,  narrow,  re- 
flected fegments,  and  a lefl'er  one  of  the  fame  ItruCture  at  the 
bafe  of  each  of  the  rundlets. 


Flower-cup:  very  minute,  and  marked  with  four  flight 
notches. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  fmall  oblong  petals,  which  turn 

inwards,  and  are  very  entire. 


Chives:  five;  they  are  very  (lender  like  hairs,  and  fu 
nifhed  with  fimple  tips. 

YI.  Ee  Point  a 1 
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Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  fituated 
beneath  the  blofiom ; it  fupports  two  fmall  (hafts,  with  blunt 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower;  they  are  conne&ed,  but 
feparate  eafily,  and  are  of  an  oblong,  comprefled  form,  but  a 
little  convex  on  one  fide,  marked  with  three  fmall  elevated 
lines  round  the  edges ; furrounded  with  a broad  membrane, 
or  wing,  and  notched  at  the  top. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Alps,  but  is  frequently  met  with  in  our 
gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  the  latter  end  of  fummer. 

The  feeds  dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  or  a ftrong  infufion 
of  them,  are  good  to  promote  obftrudled  menfes,  and  the 
neceflary  evacuations  after  delivery  ; they  likewife  operate  by 
urine,  and  cure  the  cholic,  and  being  of  a warm,  cordial 
nature  flrengthen  the  Itomach,  difperfe  wind,  and  procure  an 
appetite.  Hill. 

H A W K-W  E E D.  Creeping. 

MOUSE-EAR. 

Hieraceum  Pilo/ella,  19.  1. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  furnifhed  with  numerous  fibres, 
and  fending  out  creeping  fuckers. 

Leaves:  numerous,  egg-fhaped,  very  entire  at  the  edges, 
but  hairy,  and  covered  on  the  lower  furface  with  a white 
cottony  fubltance. 

Stem:  flender,  hairy,  about  four  inches  high,  and  undi- 
vided. 

1’ lowers  : of  the  compound  kind  ; they  grow  fingly  at  the 
tops  of  the  items,  and  are  large  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  numerous  itrap-fhaped,  unequal 
feales,  which  lie  lengthways  over  each  other. 

Blossom:  compofed  of numerous  flat  florets,  all  of  which 
are  furniihed  with  both  chives  and  pointals,  and  are  narrow, 
lopped  at  the  end,  and  cut  into  five  teeth. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  flender  and  fliort,  and  have 
their  tips  united  into  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal:  the  feed  buds  are  nearly  egg-lhaped,  and  fupport 
thread-fhaped  (hafts,  equal  to  the  chives  in  length,  and  termi- 
nated by  double  refledted  fummits. 


Seed- 
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Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Sfeds:  folitary,  fhort,  obtufely  four  cornered,  and  crowned 
with  a hairy  feather. 

It  is  common  on  dry  heaths  and  old  walls,  and  produces  its 
flowers  in  May. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  an  aftringent  nature,  and  given  in 
powder  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  thofe  kinds  of  loofenefles  in 
which  the  (tools  are  accompanied  with  blood.  It  is  likewife 
ferviceable  in  overflowings  of  the  menfes.  A (trong  decodtion 
of  the  whole  plant  is  equally  efficacious  for  the  above  purpofes 
with  the  powder,  and  is  more  agreeable  to  take. 


H E A R T’s  EASE. 

PANSIES,  LOVE  IN  IDLENESS,  HERB 
TRINITY,  &c. 

Viola  Tricolor,  19.  6. 

Root:  annual,  long,  (lender,  divided,  and  full  of  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  three  cornered,  weak,  fpreading, 

branched  towards  the  ground,  but  not  at  the  top,  and  eight 
or  ten  inches  long. 

Leaves  : near  the  bottom  of  the  (terns,  roundifh  or  oblong, 
and  (lightly  notched  on  the  edges,  but  higher  up  they  are 
longer,  and  more  deeply  cut ; and  near  the  top  they  are 
frequently  divided  into  numerous  fegments  quite  down  to  the 
middle  rib,  fo  as  to  refemble  winged  leaves. 

Flowers:  produced  towards  the  tops  of  the  (terns;  they 
rife  fingly  from  the  bofoms  qf  the  leaves,  and  are  both  large 
and  very  beautiful ; their  mod  prevailing  colour  is  yellow  and 
purple,  but  they  are  frequently  variegated  with  white  and 
blue. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  five  heaves;  the  three  upper- 
moft  of  which  are  (horteft,  but  longer  than  the  upper  petals  ; 
the  two  lowermoft  equal  in  length  to  the  lower  petal,  d hey 
are  of  an  oblong  form,  but  very  (harply  pointed. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  irregular,  unequal  petals;  one 
of  them  being  much  broader  and  blunter  than  the  others, 
notched  at  the  end,  and  terminates  at  the  bafe  in  a blunt, 
horn-like  honey-cup. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fmall,  and  thofe  two  which  are 
aext  to  the  uppermoft  petal  are  furnilhed  with  little  appen- 
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dages,  which  enter  the  honey-cup ; the  tips  are  blunt,  and 
united  into  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  fhaft  thread-lhaped, 
and  terminated  by  an  oblique  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a blunt  egg-lhaped  capfule,  with  three  ob- 
fcure  corners. 

Seeds:  pretty  numerous,  egg-lhaped,  and  furnifhed  with 
appendages. 

. *s  common  corn-fields  and  other  cultivated  places,  and 
js  in  flower  from  the  middle  of  May  till  September. 

. The  .leaves  are  a good  application  to  wounds,  and  are  fome, 
times  given  to  young  children  troubled  with  griping  pains, 
which  they  remove,  and  prevent  thofe  fits  which  are  toe* 
frequently  occafioned  thereby.  Blackwell. 

heath. 

LING,  GRIG. 

Erica  Vulgaris , 8.  I. 

Root  : woody,  and  hung  with  many  fibres. 

Stem  : fhrubby,  branched,  covered  with  a reddilh  brown  ' 
Jaark,  and  a foot  or  eighteen  inches  high. 

Leaves:  numerous,  very  final!,  and  difpoled  in  four 
eppofite  lines  on  the  branches;  they  are  egg-lhaped,  and  blunt, 
with  a whitifh  furrow  along  the  middle,  and  have  a few  fmall 
hairs  on  their  edges. 

Flower?:  produced  fingly  on  Ihort  fruit- flalks ; they  are 
fmall,  but  very  numerous,  and  of  an  elegant  pale  purple,  or 
rofe  colour. 

Flower-cup:  coippofed  qf  four  fmall  upright,  egg-lhaped, 
coloured  leaves- 

Blossom  : a Angle  bell-lhaped  petal,  which  is  a little 
flatted  at  the  bafe,  and  divided  more  than  half  way  into  four 
equal,  egg-lhaped  fegments. 

Chives:  eight;  they  are  flender,  Ihorter than  the  bloflom» 
bent  backwards  and  forward?  at  the  end,  and  terminated  by 
cloven  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  and  fupports  allraight, 
thread-lhaped  Ihaft,  which  is  longer  than  the  chives,  and  has 
a fummit  greatly  refembling  a little  crown,  with  four  clefts^ 
and  as  many  edges. 

SEEq- 
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Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  capfule,  inclofed  by  the  cup, 
and  divided  into  four  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  very  minute. 

It  is  common  on  heaths,  and  flowers  in  July  and  Auguft. 

A water  diftilled  from  the  flowers  is  a good  application  to 
inflamed  eyes,  and  an  oil  made  from  them  is  reported  to  be 
of  great  efficacy  in  curing  the  ffiingles,  and  other  cutaneous 
eruptions. 

HEDGE  MUSTARD. 

BANK  CRESSES,  SCRAMBLING  ROCKET. 

Eryjimum  Officinalis , 15.  2. 

Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  white,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  round,  thick,  hairy,  branched  towards  the  top, 
and  oftentimes  of  a purple  colour,  efpecially  about  the  bot- 
toms of  the  branches. 

Leaves:  very  numerous,  large,  and  fo  deeply  divided  as 
to  appear  like  winged  ones ; they  are  ilightly  woolly,  and  of 
a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  long  fpikes;  they 
are  fmall,  and  of  a yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  four  leaved;  the  leaves  are  of  an  oblong 
form,  and  foon  fall  after  the  opening  of  the  bloflom. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  petals,  which  are  oblong, 
blunt  at  the  end,  and  terminated  below  in  longifh,  upright 
claws. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  as  long  as  the  flower-cup,  but  the 
two  oppofite  ones  are  fomewhat  fhorter  than  the  others,  and 
all  of  them  are  furnifhed  with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  long,  flat,  and  has  four  edges; 
the  (haft  is  very  fhort,  with  a fmall  roundilh  fummit,  and 
remains  after  the  blolfom  is  fallen  off. 

Seed-vessel  : a long,  narrow,  ftiff,  ftraight  pod,  with  four 
edges.  It  is  divided  internally  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  pretty  numerous;  they  are  fmall,  and  roundilh. 

It  grows  plentifully  under  walls,  hedges,  and  by  road  fides 
among  rubbilh,  and  flowers  in  May  or  June. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  a warm  acrid  nature,  and  is  excellent 
in  allhmas,  hoarfenefs,  and  other  complaints  of  the  break. 
finnans. 
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The  juice  of  this  plant  exceeds  all  other  things  in  ulcers  of 
the  throat,  which  it  has  been  found  to  cure  when  all  the 
advice  of  phyficians  and  furgeons  proved  ineffectual.  Wither - 
ing,  from  a manufcript  note  found  in  a copy  of  Parkenfon's  Herbal , 
•which  formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  Saunders,  Surgeon , of  Stourbridge. 

A ftrong  infufion  of  it  is  a good  attenuater  and  diffolver  of 
tough  phlegm,  or  the  infufion  made  into  a fyrup,  will  anfwer 
the  fame  purpofes,  and  may  be  kept  the  year  round. 

HELLEBORE.  Black. 

CHRISTMAS  ROSE. 

Helleborus  Niger,  13.  7. 

Root:  perennial;  it  confifts  of  a vaft  number  of  long, 
thick,  black  fibres,  which  are  fometimes  con  netted  at  the 
tops  to  a fmall  head,  and  fometimes  they  are  unconnedted 
with  each  other. 

Leaves:  numerous,  large,  and  very  beautiful ; they  Hand 
on  Ihort  leaf-ftalks,  and  each  leaf  is  divided  in  a fingered  man- 
ner into  fix  or  feven  broad,  fiefhy  fegments,  or  parts,  which 
are  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  fiiining  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  fupported  fingly  on  round,  thick,  flefliy  flems, 
which  are  rather  fhorter  than  the  leaf-ftalks,  and  furnilhed 
about  the  middle  with  a fmall  filmy  floral  leaf.  The  flower 
itfelf  is  very  large,  and  extremely  beautiful  ; it  is  frequently 
quite  white,  but  in  its  moil  elegant  ftate  it  is  tinged  with  a 
blufti  of  faint  crimfon. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  large  roundifii  petals,  within 
which  are  placed  many  honey-cups  in  a circular  manner; 
thefe  are  very  fhort,  and  confifl  of  a fingle  tubular  leaf, 
narrow  at  the  bafe,  and  divided  at  the  mouth  into  two  lips, 
which  are  notched  at  the  end. 

Chives  : numerous,  awl-lhaped,  and  furnilhed  with  flattifh 
upright  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  generally  fix  in  each  flower; 
they  are  comprefled,  and  fupport  awl-lhaped  lhafts,  with  thick 
blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a comprefled  capfule,  with  two  edges,  the 
lowermoft  of  which  is  fhortell,  and  the  upper  one  mod  convex. 

Seeds:  feveral  in  each  capfule;  they  are  pretty  large,  and 
cfaroundilh  figure. 
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It  is  a native  of  Germany,  but  has  long  had  a place  in  our 
gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  the  beginning  of  January. 

The  roots  are  the  only  parts  of  the  plant  to  be  ufed  in 
medicine.  Thefe  are  of  a bitter  pungent  tafte,  and  if 
chewed  for  a few  minutes  leaves  a fenfation  of  numbnefs  on 
the  tongue,  which  continues  a confiderable  time.  Given  in 
fubftance  in  dofes  of  tenor  fifteen  grains,  it  purges  roughly, 
and  to  fuch  as  are  of  robufi:  habits,  may  prove  ferviceable  in 
dropfical  complaints,  but  cloves,  cardamoms,  or  fome  other 
warm  fpice  Ihould  be  always  joined  with  it  to  corredt  its  ill 
qualities,  and  render  the  ufe  of  it  more  fafe. 

Taken  in  fmaller  dofes  it  promotes  urine  and  perfpiration, 
and  is  very  much  extolled  for  its  Angular  efficacy  in  obftruc- 
tions  and  fuppreffion  of  the  menfes.  It  is  likewife  ufeful  in 
all  hyfteric,  nervous,  and  hypochondriacal  complaints,  and 
was  at  one  time  efteemed  almoil  a fpecific  for  madnefs,  but  in 
that  it  appears  to  have  greatly  loll  its  credit.  There  is  a tinc- 
ture of  it  kept  in  the  Ihops,  which  is  by  far  the  belt  preparation 
for  internal  ufe.  Thirty  or  forty  drops  of  this  is  a dofe,  but 
in  order  to  be  productive  of  any  remarkable  effects,  the  ufe  of 
it  mult  be  perfevered  in  for  a confiderable  length  of  time. 

’HELLEBORE.  White. 

Veratrum  Album,  23.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  numerous,  thick, 
whitilh  fibres. 

Stem:  round,  thick,  upright,  robuft,  and  three  or  four 
feet  high. 

Leaves  : numerous,  and  very  large;  they  have  no  leaf- 
lfaiks,  but  furround  the  Item  at  the  bale,  and  are  ten  or  twelve 
inches  long,  fix  or  eight  broad,  ribbed,  a little  hairy,  and  of 
a yellowilh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  containing  both  chives  and  pointals,  and  others 
with  only  chives,  produced  on  the  fame  plant ; they  are  lmall, 
and  Hand  in  clufters,  which  altogether  forrti  a fpike  from  the 
middle  of  the  Item  to  the  very  top.  Their  colour  is  a greenilh 
white. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower  (or  fuch  as  are  fur- 
nifhed  with  both  chives  and  pointals)  wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  fix  oblong,  pointed  petals,  a little 
notched  on  the  edges. 
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Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  fhorter  than  the  blof- 
fom,  and  furnifhed  with  four  cornered  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  moftly  three  in  each  flower  ; 
they  ftand  in  an  ereft  pofition,  and  are  of  an  oblong  form, 
ending  in  fhafts,  which  are  with  difficulty  perceived  ; the  fum- 
mits  are  Ample  and  fpreading. 

Seed-vessels:  three  oblong,  upright,  comprefled  cap  - 
fules. 

Seeds:  numerous,  oblong,  comprefled,  and  of  a mem- 
branous fubflance. 

Barren  Flowers:  refembling  the  fertile  ones  in  every 
refpeft,  except  their  being  deftitute  of  pointals. 

It  is  a native  of  the  mountainous  parts  of  Germany,  Swit- 
zerland, and  other  parts  of  Europe,  and  its  flowers  appear  in 

July- 

White  Hellebore  root  while  yet  frelh  has  a flrong  difagree- 
able  fmell,  and  a naufeous,  bitterifh,  acrid,  penetrating,  and 
very  durable  tafte.  Taken  inwardly  in  dofes  of  only  ten  or 
fifteen  grains,  it  operates  both  upwards  and  downwards  with 
great  violence,  and  has  fometimes  brought  on  convulfions  and 
other  alarming  fymptoms.  It  has  been  remarked  to  affeft 
the  upper  part  of  the  throat  in  a very  peculiar  manner,  caus- 
ing a kind  of  ftrangulation,  or  fuffocation,  with  extreme  ' 
pain  and  anxiety.  It  has  been  employed  in  cafes  of  lunacy, 
and  in  apoplexies  with  fuccefs,  when  all  other  means  com- 
monly made  ufe  of  have  been  ineffectual.’  It  was  formerly 
given  in  fmall  dofes  to  quicken  other  purgatives  and  emetics, 
.and  fometimes  as  an  alterative  in  obftinate  chronical  diforders* 
for  which  laft  intention  it  is  without  doubt  a medicine  of  great 
efficacy ; but  its  effects  are  not  afcertained  with  any  degree  of 
precifion. 


HEMLOCK. 

. K E X. 

Conium  Maculatum,  5.  2. 

Root  : biennial,  long,  thick,  divided,  and  of  a whitifli 
Colour. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  branched,  five  or  fix  feet 
high,  and  of  a dark  fhining  green  colour,  fpotted  with  purple 
towards  the  bottom. 


Leaves : 
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Leaves;  very  large,  and  of  the  doubly  winged  kind  ; the 
little  leaves  are  likewife  deeply  cut  and  jagged  on  the  edges, 
and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers;  terminating  the  branches  in  large  rundles,  but. 
flngly  they  are  fin  all,  and  white.  There  is  a general  fence  of 
feveral  fhort  unequal  leaves  under  each  rundle,  and  another  cl 
the  fame  ftrudure,  only  lefs  at  the  bafe  of  each  of  the  rund- 
iets. 

Flower-cup:  fcarcely  perceptible. 

Blossom  : compofcd  of  live  unequal,  heart-lhaped  petals, 
which  bend  inwards  at  the  top. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  of  a very  fimple  ftrudure,  and  have 
roundifh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloffom,  and  ] 
fupports  two  reflected  fhafts,  with  blunt  fumvnits. 

Seed-vessel;  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connected,  but  feparate  eafily ; are 
convex  on  the  one  fide  and  fcored,  but  flat  on  the  other. 

It  is  frequent  on  dry  banks  and  cultivated  places.  The 
flowers  appear  in  July. 

The  leaves  of  JHeirtlock  have  a remarkable  difagreeable 
fmell,  and  are  frequently  employed  in  poultices,  fomentations, 
and  plaiflers,  to  difeufs  and  difperfe  hard  tumours.  Taken 
iuternally  in  any  confiderable  quantity,  they  occafion  dif- 
orders  of  the  l'enfes,  convulfions,  and  fometimes  death. 
The  dried  leaves  put  into  little  bags,  and  boiled  for  a few 
minutes  in  water  or  milk,  then  fqueezed  from  the  fuper- 
fiuous  moifture,  and  applied  warm  to  gangrenous  fores,  check 
the  progrefs  of  the  mortification,  and  procure  a leparation 
of  the  unfound  parts.  The  fame  application  being  made  to 
gouty  members  immediately  abates  the  pain,  foftens  and  dif- 
folves  the  hard  concretions  which  frequently  are  formed  about 
the  joints  in  this  difordcr,  and  occafions  the  next  fit  to  be 
milder  and  of  ftiorter  continuance.  In  hard  glandulus  fwell- 
ings,  and  cancerous  ulcers,  its  effects  are  likewife  very  con- 
fiderable, and  though  fome  have  made  a trial  of  it  without 
receiving  any  benefit,  there  has  hitherto  no  inftance  occurred 
of  its  proving  prejudicial  to  any.  Stork. 

The  fame  author  recommends  an  extrad  made  from  the  juice, 
of  the  plant,  to  be  taken  internally  at  the  fame  time  and  for 
the  fame  purpofes;  and  relates  a number  of  cafes  wherein  the 
worft  kinds  of  ulcers,  glandular  f, veiling,  fiftulas,  and  can- 
cers, were  effectually  cured  by  it.  The  manner  in  which  he 
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orders  the  extraft  to  be  taken,  is  to  begin  with  giving  one  pill 
of  two  grains  twice  a day,  then  three  times,  and  after  that 
gradually  increafe  the  number,  till  fix  or  more  of  them  are 
taken  for  a dofe. 

Extract  of  Hemlock  when  prepared  with  attention  and 
accuracy,  is  a valuable  addition  to  medicine.  Not  that  I 
have  been  a witnefs  to  any  cures  performed  by  its  ufe  either 
in  occult  or  ulcerated  cancers,  but  I have  never  given  it  with- 
out mitigating  the  pain,  and  producing  an  alteration  for  the 
better  in  the  difcharge.  Fifteen  or  twenty  grains  of  the 
powdered  leaves  taken  twice  or  three  times  a day,  have  been 
found  of  very  great  efficacy  in  obfiinate  rheumatic  complaints, 
and  feveral  other  diforders,  which  are  ufually  fuppofed  to 
arife  from  an  acrimonious  date  of  the  fluids.  Withering. 

When  adminiflered  with  prudence  it  agrees  with  all  ages 
and  con  dilutions;  joined  with  pedforal  medicines  it  promotes 
perfpiration,  and  has  been  of  great  utility  in  the  falling  fick- 
nefs  and  convulfions.  Taken  inwardly  and  applied  outwardly 
ac  the  fame  time,  it  abates  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  takes 
away  pain,  and  occafions  fleep,  and  though  it  has  all  the  good 
properties  of  opium,  it  never  produces  third,  or  occaflon  the 
head-ach,  which  that  drug  generally  does;  nor  does  it  occa- 
sion coftivenefs,  but  generally  produces  a loofe  ftool  or  two. 
the  day  following.  It  poflefles  the  property  of  rendering  the 
corrofive  ichorous  difcharge  from  cancerous  ulcers  mild,  and 
of  a better  confidence,  and  has  been  given  with  great  ad- 
vantage to  fuch  as  are  troubled  with  bloody  ulcers,  gleets,  and 
other  painful  and  weakening  difeharges.  It  powerfully  pro- 
motes the  menfes,  particularly  when  they  have  been  fuddenly 
reflrained  by  cold,  or  any  other  external  accident.  It  more- 
over cures  the  itch,  promotes  perfpiration  in  fome,  and  a 
copious  flow  of  urine  in  others,  and  though  it  is  not  a cure  in 
cancerous  complaints,  it  is  one  of  the  bed  palliatives  in  thofe 
dreadful  diforders,  and  far  fuperior  to  opium.  The  bed  way 
of  adminidering  Hemlock,  is  to  give  the  powder  or  extradl  in 
very  fmall  dofes  at  firfl,  which  are  to  be  increafed  gradually  till 
the  full  dofe  is  arrived  at,  which  may  be  known  by  its  pro- 
ducing giddinefs  in  the  head,  a motion  of  the  eyes  as  if  fome- 
tning  puflied  them  outwards,  a flight  ficknefs,  attended  with 
an  univerfal  trembling  of  the  body,  and  a loofe  llool  or  two 
the  day  after.  One  or  more  of  thefe  circumdances  are  the 
figns  of  a full  dofe,  which  Ihould  be  continued  for  a confider- 
able  time,  as  little  advantage  can  be  expected  without  a perfe- 
verance  in  the  ufe  of  it.  When  Hemlock  is  imprudently 
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eaten,  or  taken  in  too  large  dofes,  it  occalions  giddinefs  in 
the  head,  dimnefs  of  fight,  a fort  of  madnefs,  coldnefs  of  the 
extremities,  convulficns,  and  even  death.  The  belt  method 
of  relief  in  fuch  cafes  is  to  bifeharge  the  contents  of  the  ilomach 
as  foon  as  p rffible,  by  means  of  the  moft  aclive  emetics,  and 
then  to  give  frequent  dofes  of  iharp  vinegar. 

HEMLOCK.  Water. 

Ci  cut  a Fir  of  a,  5.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  and  when  full  grown  i:  is  large,  and 
almofl  round,  with  numerous  fibres  proceeding  from  its  bottom 
and  fides. 

Stem:  round,  hollow,  upright,  fcored,  but  fmooth,  red- 
difh  towards  the  bottom,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves  : winged  ; they  confifr  of  about  feven  pair  of  little 
leaves,  which  are  varioufly  cut  and  divided,  and  nearly  re- 
femble  thofe  of  celery,  only  the  fegments  are  narrower  and 
longer  ; they  likewife  have  a good  deal  of  the  tafle  and  fmcll 
of  celery,  but  rather  more  penetrating,  and  when  the  firft 
agreeable  tafle  is  over,  they  are  rather  biting. 

Flowers  : growing  in  rundles  oppofite  to  the  leaves  ; they 
are  fmall,  and  of  a yellovvifh  green  colour.  There  is  no  fence 
at  the  bafe  of  the  rundle,  but  each  rundlet  is  furnifhed  with 
one  compofed  of  feveral  ihort  brifily  leaves. 

Flower-cup:  very  minute. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  egg-fhaped  petals,  nearly  equal 
in  fize,  and  bending  inwards  at  the  top. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  flender,  longer  than  the 
petals,  and  terminated  by  iimple  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  blofl'om,  and 
fupports  two  thread-fhaped  drafts,  which  are  fhort  at  firil,  but 
after  flowering  they  remain,  and  grow  much  longer ; the  fum- 
mits  are  roundifh. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  conncttcd,  egg-fhaped,  convex  on 
the  one  fide,  and  fcored,  but  flat  on  the  other. 

It  grows  by  the  fides  of  pools  and  rivers,  and  flowers  in 
July  and  Augufl. 

This  plant  is  not  deferibed  on  account  of  any  known  medical 
virtues  it  poflefles,  but  in  order  to  guard  the  unwary  and  igno- 
raat  from  its  fatal  effed'ts.  It  is  one  of  the  ilrongell  vegetable 
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poifons  which  our  ifland  produces,  and  there  are  numerous 
inftances  of  its  fatality  to  the  human  fpecies  left  upon  record. 
The  old  roots  area  more  aclive  and  fudden  poifon  than  either 
white  arfnic  or  corroflve  mercury,  and  if  taken  into  the 
ftomach,  convulfions,  lois  of  the  fenfes,  fwellings  of  the  eyes, 
inflammation,  and  death  prefently  fucceed.  When  it  is  known 
that  any  of  this  plant  has  been  inadvertently  fwallowed,  a 
quick  vomit  lhould  be  immediately  given,  to  difcharge  it  from 
the  ltomach,  after  which  frequent  dofes  of  (harp  vinegar  will 
be  found  ufeful.  Early  in  the  fpring  when  it  grows  in  the 
water,  cows  frequently  eat  it,  and  are  killed  in  confequence 
thereof,  but  as  the  fummer  advances,  and  its  fcent  becomes 
itronger,  they  carefully  avoid  it. 


H E M P. 


Cannabis  Sofia) a,  22.  5. 

Root  : annual,  and  compofed  of  numerous  fibres,  which 
are  connedted  to  an  oblong  head. 

Stem:  thick,  tough,  upright,  a little  fcored,  branched 
towards  the  top,  and  about  four  feet  high. 

Leaves':  large,  and  divided  into  feveral  fegments,  which 
refemble  the  fingers  of  a man’s  hand  ; they  are  of  a dark  green 
colour,  and  notched  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  diftindl  plants ; the  barren 
ones  are  whiteilh,  the  fertile  ones  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  a Angle  leaf,  divided 
into  five  parts,  or  fegments,  which  are  oblong,  obtufely 
pointed,  and  concave. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  hair-like,  and  very  Ihort,  with 
oblong,  four  cornered  tips. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  a Angle,  oblong, 
pointed  leaf,  which  opens  longitudinally  on  the  Ade,  and  re- 
mains on  the  plant. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  very  final!,  and  is  furnilhed  with 
two  long  awl-lhaped  fliafts,  which  end  in  fliarp  pointed  funi- 
mits.  ♦ 

Seed-vessel;  very  fmall,  and  furrounded  by  the  cup, 
which  clofes  very  ftraitly  upon  it. 

Seed:  Angle,  and  a little  flattened. 
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It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  but  is  cultivated  with  us 
for  the  ufe  of  the  linen  manufactories.  It  flowers  in  June 
and  July. 

An  emulfion  of  .the  feeds  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  the 
jaundice,  and  all  complaints  anfing  from  obltruCtions  of  the 
liver.  Hill. 


HEMP  AGRIMONY. 

DUTCH  AGRIMONY,  WATER  AGRIMONY, 
WATER  HEMP. 

Enpatorium  Cannabinum. 

Root  ••  perennial  ; it  confifts  of  numerous  fibres,  connected 
at  the  tops  into  a fmall  head. 

Stem  : robuft,  upright,  very  much  branched,  ofabrovvnilh 
colour,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves  : large,  and  divided  like  thofc  of  hemp  into  three 
(fometimes  five)  principal  fegments,  which  are  fharply  pointed, 
notched  towards  the  bafe,  but  very  entire  near  the  end,  and 
of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  large  tufts;  they 
are  of  the  compound  kind,  and  of  a purpleilh  red  colour. 

Flower-cop  : compofed  of  feveral  narrow,  pointed,  con- 
cave feales,  which  Hand  in  an  ereCt  pofition,  and  are  unequal 
in  iize. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  feveral  uniform,  tubular  florets, 
all  of  which  contain  both  chives  and  pointals,  and  are  cut  at 
the  mouth  into  five  fmall  teeth. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  (lender,  very  Ihort,  and  have  their 
tips  united  into  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  very  fmall,  the  Ihaft  flender, 
very  long,  and  cloven  down  to  the  chives,  with  flender  fum- 
mits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : oblong,  and  crowned  with  a long  downy  feather. 

It  is  found  on  the  banks  of  rivers  and  brooks,  but  not  very 
pemmon.  The  flowers  appear  in  July  and  Auguft. 

An  infufion  of  about  a handful  of  the  leaves  vomits  and 
purges  brilkly.  The  root  has  the  fame  effefts,  and  an  ounce 
ef  it  in  decodtion  is  a full  dofe.  The  Dutch  peafants  make 
ufe  of  it  in  fmaller  dofes,  as  an  alterative  or  purifier  of  the 
blood,  and  againit  the  feurvy,  Withering, 
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The  frefh  gathered  root  boiled  in  ale  purges  brilkly,  but 
without  producing  any  bad  effects,  and  there  are  many  in- 
stances of  its  having  cured  the  dropfy.  It  is  a good  wound 
herb,  whether  bruified  and  applied  to  the  parts,  or  made  into 
an  ointment  with  hog’s  lard* 

H E N B E A N.  Black,  or  common. 

Byofiyamus  Niger,  5.  i. 

Root:  biennial,  Jong,  tough,  white,  of  a hard  woody  fub- 
flance,  and  hung  with  many  fibres. 

Stems:  round,  upright,  woody,  tough,  irregularly  branch- 
ed, and  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  produced  without  any  regularity  ; they  furround 
the  ftem  at  their  bafes,  and  are  large,  lharply  pointed,  waved, 
and  deeply  notched  on  the  edges,  woolly  on  both  fides,  and 
of  a greyilh  green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  in  clutters  at  the  tops  of  the  branches; 
they  are  large,  and  when  examined  with  attention,  very  beau- 
tiful ; their  prevailing  colour  is  a dirty  yellow,  veined  in  a 
finguiar  and  elegant  manner  with  purple. 

Flower-cup:  a fingle  tubular  leaf,  diflended  at  the  bafe, 
and  divided  at  the  mouth  into  five  very  lhort,  but  pointed 
fegments,  and  covered  with  a woolly  fubllance. 

Blossom  : a fingle  funnel-lhaped  petal,  with  a lhort  cylin- 
drical tube,  and  a border  with  five  clefts,  the  lowermoll  of 
which  is  deeper  than  the  others.  The  fegments  are  blunt  at 
the  extremities,  and  one  of  them  is  generally  larger  than 
the  relt. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  woolly  at  the  bafe, 
and  attached  to  the  tube  of  the  bloli'om;  the  tips  are  large, 
and  of  an  oblong  figure. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  (haft  flender,  and 
longer  than  the  chives,  with  a roundilh  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a blunt,  egg-fhaped  capfule,  marked  with 
a line  on  each  fide,  and  divided  internally  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  unequal. 

It  delights  to  grow  in  walle  places,  and  among  rubbilh. 
The  flowers  appear  in  June. 

The  whole  plant  has  a Itrong,  foporific,  difagreeable  fmell, 
and  all  the  parts  taken  internally  arc  poifonous.  Many  well 
attefted  relations  of  its  deletrious  effedts  are  left  on  record, 
lech  as  madnefs,  convulfions,  and  death.  There  is,  however, 
3 notwithftanding 


FAMILY  HERSAL.  233 

notwithftanding  this,  no  doubt  of  its  being  ufeful  in  medicine, 
when  properly  managed.  The  Edinburgh  College  diretb  the 
exprefled  juice  of  the  leaves  to  be  made  into  an  extract,  by 
evaporation,  and  probably  in  this  ftate  it  may  be  advantage- 
oufly  joined  with  opium,  when  the  effefls  of  that  drug  are 
defirable,  and  coftivenefs  is  to  be  avoided.  The  dofe  is  from 
half  a fcruple  to  half  a drachm.  Withering. 

The  feeds  have  been  given  in  fmall  dofes  ih  the  bloody  flux 
with  fuccefs.  A poultice  of  the  leaves  boiled  in  milk  is  a good 
application  to  the  parts  affected  with  rheumatic  pains,  or  the 
fciatica.  Country  people  in  many  places  hang  the  roots 
about  their  children’s  necks,  in  order  that  they  may  cut  their 
teeth  without  pain.  And  many  wonderful  things  are  related 
by  them  of  their  effedts,  with  how  great  a degree  of  probability 
I cannot  pretend  to  determine.  Fancy  in  fuch  operates  power- 
fully, and  is  fometimes  produdlive  of  the  moll  happy  effedls. 

HENBANE.  White. 

Hyofcyamus  Alb  us,  5;  1. 

Root:  biennial,  long,  thick,  white,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  firm,  hairy,  upright,  lefs  branched  than  the 
lad  fpecies,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  fupporled  on  long,  channelled  leaf-ftalks ; they 
are  large,  broad  at  the  bafe,  obtufely  pointed,  deeply  cut  in 
on  the  edges,  and  of  a yellowifh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  fingly  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves; 
they  are  large,  and  whitifh. 

The  general  ftrudture  of  the  flowers  is  fo  much  like  that  of 
the  common  Henbane,  as  to  render  a defcription  of  the  feveral 
parts  ufelefs  in  this  place. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  and  flowers  in 

July- 

The  feeds  of  white  Henbean  are  cooling,  emolient,  and 
excellent  to  eafe  pain.  They  likewife  procure  fleep  without 
didurbing  the  head  in  the  manner  of  opium.  Taken  in  fmall 
dofes  they  eafe  the  pain  of  the  cholic,  and  are  excellent  in 
coughs  and  other  diforders  of  the  brealt,  alfo  in  fpitting  of 
blood,  immoderate  menltrual  difchargcs,  and  all  other  hae- 
morrhages. Hill. 
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HERB  CHRISTOPHER. 

BANE  BERRIES. 

A8ea  S pi  cat  a,  13.  1. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  very  thick,  black  on  the  outfide, 
but  yellow  within,  and  of  a naufeous  difagreeable  tafte. 

Stem:  round,  upright,  divided  into  numerous  branches, 
and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves:  Handing  on  long  leaf-ftalks ; they  are  large,  and 
divided  feveral  times  into  threes ; the  little  leaves  are  notched 
on  the  edges,  and  of  a dulky,  but  Ihining  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  and  branches  in  longifh 
fpikes ; they  are  fupportea  on  llender  fruit-llalks,  and  are 
fmall,  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  roundilh,  concave,  blunt 
leaves,  which  fall  off  when  the  flower  expands. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  four  petals,  which  are  larger  than 
the  leaves  of  the  cup,  and  pointed  at  both  ends. 

Chives  : numerous  (about  thirty)  they  areflender,  broadeft 
at  the  upper  part,  terminated  by  roundilh,  upright,  double 
tips,  and  attached  below  to  the  common  receptacle  of  the  ' 
flower. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  and  crowned  with 
a thickifh,  obliquely  deprefled  fummit;  the  fhaft  is  wanting. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh,  fmooth,  black  berry,  with  a 
furrow  on  one  fide. 

Seeds:  numerous,  half  round,  and  difpofed  in  a double 
row. 

It  is  fometimes  kept  in  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  July. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  an  acrid  poifonous  nature,  and  the 
berries  have  more  than  once  proved  fatal  to  children,  who 
have  been  tempted  by  their  gloffy  and  inviting  appearance  to 
eat  them. 
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HERB  ROBERT. 

STOCK  BILL. 

Geranium  Robertianum. 

Root  : annual,  fmall,  but  long,  and  fibrous. 

Stems:  numerous,  round,  jointed,  weak,  and  about  a foot 
long. 

Leaves:  numerous,  large,  and  beautiful;  they  Hand  oil 
long,  weak,  hairy  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  divided  into  three,  or 
five  parts,  which  are  again  deeply  divided  on  the  edges.  They 
are  of  a very  tender  fubftance,  a little  hairy  on  the  furface, 
and  of  a light  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves;  they 
are  fupported  on  long;  flender,  hairy  fruit-ftalks;  moft  com- 
monly in  pairs,  but  there  are  fometirnes  three  or  four  flowers 
on  each  pedicle.  Their  colour  is  a pale,  elegant  red,  and 
they  are  moderately  large. 

Flower- cup:  formed  of  five  fharp,  egg-(haped  leaves, 
two  of  which  are  folded  fo  as  to  exhibit  three  little  angles  on. 
each ; one  Angle  leaf  forms  two  more  angles,  and  the  two  re- 
maining leaves  one  each,  fo  that  the  cup  is  furnilhed  with 
ten  of  thefe  angles. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  egg-lhaped;  expanding  petals, 
with  longilh  claws,  a little  ragged  on  the  edges,  and  marked 
with  three  faint  white  lines. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  fliorter  than  the  blof- 
fom,  and  terminated  with  oblong  red  tips,  which  turn  about 
like  a vane,  or  weather-cock. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  five  cornered,  and  has  a long 
beak;  the  lhaft  is  awl-fhaped,  longer  than  the  chives,  and 
fupports  five  refleded  fummits  of  a fine  crimfon  colour. 

Seeds:  folitary,  kidney  lhaped,  and  furnilhed  with  a very 
long  awn. 

It  grows  plentifully  in  hedges,  arid  among  rubbilh,  and  is 
in  flower  from  April  till  the  latter  end  of  Auguft. 

A llrong  decodion  of  this  plant  has  been  found  to  afford 
relief  in  the  Hone  and  gravel.  It  is  given  to  cattle  when  they 
make  bloody  water,  or  have  the  bloody  flux.  Withering. 

It  is  a moll  excellent  vulnerary,  or  wound  herb,  whether 
ufed  externally  or  internally.  An  ointment  made  of  the  green 
leaves  and  hog’s  lard,  is  good  for  fore  breads,  and  has  been 
N°  VI.  G g found 
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found  ferviceable  to  anoint  fcrophulous,  or  cancerous  fwellings 
with.  I have  known  cattle  cured  of  what  the  farmers  call  the 
black  water,  and  of  the  bloody  flux,  by  a decoflion  of  this 
herb,  after  all  other  medicines  given  in  fuch  cafes  have 
proved  ineffedtual.  And  there  is  little  doubt  but  its  effedts 
on  the  human  body  would  be  equally  falutary  in  the  fame 
circumftances. 

HERB  TRUE  LOVE.  One  Berry. 

Paris  Quadrifolia , 8.  4. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  /lender,  creeping,  and  hung  with 
numerous  fibres. 

Stem:  finglc,  round,  upright,  naked,  not  branched,  and 
eight  or  ten  inches  high. 

Leaves  : growing  in  a whorl  at  the  top  of  the  Item  ; they 
are  large,  without  leaf-ftalks,  oval,  but  pointed,  very  entire 
at  the  edges,  fmooth,  ribbed  on  the  under  fide,  and  of  a dark 
green  colour.  Their  number  is  commonly  four,  but  there  are 
fometimes  five,  and  I have  more  than  once  found  fix  leaves  on 
a Hem. 

Flower:  folitary;  it  is  fupported  on  fhort  fruit-ftalks, 
which  riles  from  the  center  of  the  leaves;  the  colour  is  a 
greenifh  white. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  pointed  leaves,  which  ex- 
pand, ate  as  large  as  the  blofi'om,  and  remain  on  the  plant 
till  the  feeds  arrive  at  maturity. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  awl-lhaped,  expanding  petals, 
nearly  refembling  the  leaves  of  the  flower-cup. 

Chives  : eight;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  very  fhort  below 
the  tips,  which  are  long,  and  grow  to  the  middle  of  the 
chives. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  four  cornered,  and  fupports 
four  fhort,  expanding  lhafts,  which  are  terminated  by  Ample 
fummits. 

It  is  found  in  woods  and  other  lhady  places,  and  produces 
its  flowers  in  May  and  June. 

The  root  dried  and  reduced  to  powder  will  vomit  as  well  as 
ipecacuanha,  but  muft  be  taken  in  twice  the  quantity.  Lin - 

7UCUS. 

The  juice  of  the  berries  is  ufeful  in  inflammations  of  the 
eyes.  Both  them  and  the  leaves  are  fuppofed  to  partake  of  the 
properties  of  opium.  Withering . 

An 
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An  ointment  made  of  the  leaves  is  cooling,  and  difperfes 
fwellings  and  tumours  in  any  part  of  the  body.  T he  juice  of 
them  has  the  fame  effeft,  and  fpeedily  removes  inflammations 
of  the  eyes  if  they  are  frequently  bathed  therewith. 

. * 

HOLLY.  Tree. 

Ilex  Aqui folium,  4.  3. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem  : tree-like,  and  covered  with  a whitifh  bark  ; it  is  fet 
pretty  thick  with  branches,  and  rifes  to  the  height  of  twenty 
or  thirty  feet. 

Leaves:  evergreen,  of  an  oblong  form,  waved  and  toothed 
at  the  edges,  each  tooth  ending  in  a (harp  thorn  ; they  are  of 
a tough  fubftance,  and  a dark  fhining  green  colour. 

Flowers:  proceeding  from  the  Tides  of  the  branches  in 
little  cl uflers;  they  ftand  on  Ihort  fruitrftalks,  are  fmall,  and 
of  a greenifh  white  colour. 

Flower-cup:  very  fmall,  and  marked  with  four  little 

teeth.  * 

Blossom:  a Angle  flat  petal,  divided  into  four  roundifli, 
concave,  expanding  fegments. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  (hotter  than  the  bio  f- 
iom,  and  furnifhed  with  fmall.  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifli,  and  crowned  with 
four  obtufe  fummits,  without  any  intermediate  (hafts. 

Seed-vessel,:  a roundifli  berry,  which  is  of  a beautiful 
fcarlet  colour  when  ripe,  and  is  divided  internally  into  three 
or  four  cells. 

Seeds  : folitary,  oblong,  blunt,  bellying  on  one  flde,  angu- 
lar on  the  other,  and  almoft  as  hard  as  a bone.  This  is  the 
general  ftrufture  of  the  flowers,  but  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  chives  and  pointals  are  found  on  diftinft  plants,  or  on  the 
fame  plant,  but  in  feparate  flowers,  and  fometimes  the  flowers 
are  furnifhed  with  Ave  chives. 

It  is  too  common  to  require  a particular  fpeciflcation  of  the 
places  where  it  grows.  The  blofloms  appear  in  the  latter  end 
of  April  or  May,  and  the  fruit  is  ripe  in  December. 

The  berries  of  Holly  are  of  a warm  carminative  nature,  and 
good  in  the  cholic,  for  which  they  may  be  taken  to  the  num- 
ber of  twelve  or  fourteen  at  a time;  they  have  a purgative 
and  when  taken  in  conflderable  quantities  occalion  a 
difeharge  of  wind  and  flime  by  (tool.  A decodlion  of  the 

G g 2 leaves 


2^8  FAMILY  HERBAL. 

leaves  in  milk,  or  ale,  produces  the  fame  effefts,  and  is  fer- 
viceable  in  pains  and  weaknefs  of  the  back.  The  bark  of  the 
branches,  after  being  fermented  and  walhed  from  the  wood/ 
fibres,  makes  the  common  birdlime.  A perfon  who  was  noted 
for  his  fuccefs  in  the  cure  of  rheumatic  complaints,  made  ufe 
of  no  other  medicine  than  adecodtion  of  the  young  buds,  or 
leaves  of  this  tree,  in  water,  which,  after  being  llrained,  was 
fweetened  with  coarfe  fugar,  and  given  the  patient  to  drink 
while  warm  in  bed,  to  the  amount  of  half  a pound  three  or 
four  times  a day,  till  fuch  times  as  the  pain  was  removed,  or 
at  leaft  alleviated.  It  always  afted  as  a very  powerful  fudo- 
rific,  and  plenty  of  fmall  diluting  liquors  were  ordered  to  be 
drank  during  the  operation. 


BtOLl^YHOCK. 

Alcea  Rofea , 16.  8. 

Root:  biennial,  long,  white,  thick,  and  hung  with  numer- 
ous fibres. 

Stem  : round,  firm,  hairy,  upright,  and  fix  or  eight  feet 
high. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks ; they  are  large,  of 
roundilh  figure,  deeply  cut  in  on  the  edges,  hairy  on  the  fur- 
face,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  growing  on  Ihort  fruit-ftalks  in  great  numbers 
from  the  middle  of  the  Hem  to  the  top ; they  are  very  large, 
and  their  moll  ufual  colour  is  a faint  red. 

Flower-cup:  double;  the  outermoft  is  one  leaved,  and 
divided  into  fix  Ihort,  but  expanding  fegments,  the  inner  one 
is  larger,  and  cloven  half  way  down  into  five  parts. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  petals,  which  are  large,  in- 
verfely  heart-lhaped,  notched  at  the  end,  and  joined  together 
at  the  bafe. 

Chives:  very  numerous;  they  are  united  at  the  bafe  into 
a five  cbrnered  cylindrical  body,  but  loofe  at  the  extremities, 
and  terminated  by  almoft  kidney-lhaped  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  (haft  Ihort,  and 
furnilhed  with  about  twenty  briltly  fummits,  which  are  equal 
to  the  fhaft  in  length. 

Seed-vessels:  numerous;  they  are  difpofed  in  a whorl 
found  a columnar,  deprefied  receptacle. 

Seeds:  folitary,  kidney-lhaped,  ar.d  a little  comprefied. 
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It  is  originally  a native  of  Spain,  and  from  thence  was  firft 
brought  into  our  gardens,  where  culture  has  changed  both  the 
colour  and  form  of  the  flowers,  rendering  them  double,  and 
very  various  in  other  refpedts.  The  flowers  appear  in  July 
and  Auguft. 

A decoftion  of  the  roots  operates  by  urine,  and  is  fervice- 
able  in  the  Hone,  gravel,  and  all  other  diforders  of  the  urinary 
veflels,  fuch  as  the  ftrangury,  heat  of  urine,  &c.  It  is  a good 
ingredient  in  poultices,  fomentations,  and  glyfters,  for  any 
of  the  aforefaid  purpofes,  and  appears  to  poflefs  nearly  the 
fame  virtues  with  the  marlh  mallow. 


HONEWORT. 

BASTARD  STONE  PARSLEY. 

Sifon  A mo  mum,  5.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  white,  and  hung  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Leaves:  winged;  thofe  that  proceed  immediately  from  the 
root  confifl  of  feveral  pair  of  little  leaves,  which  are  cut  and 
notched  on  the  edges,  and  an  odd  one  at  the  extremity  of  the 
middle  rib,  that  is  cloven  into  three  parts.  Thofe  which 
grow  on  the  Hem  confifl:  of  two,  or  at  molt  three  pair  of  little 
leaves,  the  lowermoft  of  which  are  winged,  and  much  longer 
than  the  others.  Their  colour  is  a lively  beautiful  green. 

Stem  : round,  hollow,  upright,  butflender,  fcored,  branch* 
td  towards  the  top,  and  about  two  feet  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  fmall 
rundles;  their  colour  is  white,  and  there  is  a fence  of  four 
fmall  unequal  leaves  at  the  bafe  of  each  rundle,  with  a fmaller 
one  of  the  fame  ftrudlure  at  the  bottom  of  each  rundlet. 

Flower-cup  : very  minute,  fo  as  to  be  hardly  perceptible. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  flat,  pointed  petals,  which 
bend  inwardly  at  the  tops. 

Chives  s five  ; they  are  llender,  as  long  as  the  petals,  and 
furnifhed  with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
is  nearly  oval,  with  two  refledted  fhafts,  which  terminate  in 
obtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connected,  egg-fhaped,  convex,  and 
fcored  on  the  one  fide,  but  flat  and  plain  on  the  other. 
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It  is  found  in  woods  and  moift  hedges,  but  is  not  very  com- 
mon. The  flowers  appear  in  Auguft  and  September. 

The  feeds  are  of  a mild,  warm,  aromatic  nature,  and  are 
accounted  good  for  cleanfing  the  kidneys  and  ureters  from 
gravelly  concretions,  and  promoting  the  menftrua!  difcharge. 
The  leaves  bruifed  and  applied  in  form  of  a poultice  to  pain- 
ful inflammatory  tumors,  or  fwellings,  gives  almoft  inftan- 
taneous  relief,  and  by  a frequent  renewal  of  the  application, 
foon  difperfes  them. 

HONEYSUCKLE. 

WOOD-BINE. 

Lonicera  Periclymenum,  I. 

Root  : woody,  long,  white,  and  very  tough. 

Stem:  flirubby,  but  final!,  feldom  exceeding  an  inch  in 
thicknefs,  fcored,  divided  into  feveral  weak  climbing  branches, 
and  rifing  when  properly  fupported  to  the  height  of  twenty 
feet  or  more. 

Leaves  : growing  in  pairs ; they  are  large,  oval,  but  point- 
ed, entire  on  the  edges,  fmooth,  without  any  leaf-ftalks,  and 
of  a dark  ftiining  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  large  handfome  tufts  at  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  branches ; they  are  tinged  with  a bluih  of  red 
on  the  outfide,  but  are  of  a pale  yellow  colour  within,  and 
afford  a very  pleaflng  fragrant  fmell. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  which  is  divided 
into  five  fmall  fegments. 

Blossom  : a Angle  tubular  petal,  a little  crooked,  diffended 
on  the  under  fide  near  the  top,  and  befet  on  the  outfide  with 
five. Ihort  hairs.  The  border,  or  mouth,  is  divided  into  five 
fegments,  which  are  rolled  backwards,  and  one  of  them  is 
more  deeply  divided  than  the  others. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-ftiaped,  almoft  equal  in  length 
to  the  bloflom,  and  crowned  with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
of  a roundilh  figure,  fupporting  a fiender  (haft,  which  is  as 
long  as  the  bloflom,  with  a blunt  knobbed  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundifh  berry,  of  a bright  ftiining  red 
colour  when  ripe,  and  divided  internally  into  two  cells. 

Seeds  : roundifh,  but  a little  coinprefled ; there  are  feveral 
jn  each  berry. 
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It  is  common  in  hedges,  but  its  beauty  and  fragrance  have 
long  gained  it  a place  in  mod  gardens,  to  which  it  is  a pleaflng 
ornament  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July. 

A ftrong  deco&ion  of  Honeyfuckle  leaves  is  no  defpicable 
remedy  in  complaints  arifing  from  obftruttions  of  the  liver. 
It  operates  by  urine,  and  is  a good  ingredient  in  gargles  for 
fore  throats.  The  diftilled  water  of  the  flowers  is  much 
efteemed  by  many  as  an  excellent  cofmetic,  or  beautifler  of 
the  fkin. 

HONEYWORT. 

Cerinthe  Major,  5.  1. 

Root  : annual,  long,  thick,  flefhy,  and  whitiAi. 

Stem:  round,  flefhy,  upright,  not  much  branched,  and  a 
foot  or  more  in  height.  » 

Leaves  : growing  in  an  alternate  order  on  the  Hem,  which 
they  furround  with  their  bafes ; they  hang  drooping,  and  are 
large,  of  an  oblong  form,  with  a heart-like  indentment  at 
the  bafe.  Their  colour  is  a blueilh  green,  irregularly  fpotted 
with  white. 

Flowers:  large  and  numerous;  they' are  fupported  on 
/lender  branches,  which  rife  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves, 
and  are  of  a yellow  colour  in  the  upper  part,  but  purple  at  the 
bottom,  and  the  tops  of  the  branches  turn  down,  in  a fpiral, 
or  fcrew-like  dire&ion. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  and  divided  into 
Ave  oblong,  equal  fegments. 

Blossom  : a Angle  bell-fhaped  petal,  with  a fhort  thick 
tube  ; the  border  is  but  little  thicker  than  the  tubular  part ; 
the  mouth  is  cleft  into  five  parts,  and  the  throat  is  naked  and 
open. 

Chives:  Ave;  they  are  awl-(haped,  and  very  fhort,  with 
upright,  fharp  pointed  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  appears  divided  into  four  parts; 
the  (haft  is  very  flender,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  furnifhed 
with  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower ; they  are  of  a hard  Alining 
bony  fubllance,  nearly  egg-fhaped,  and  inclofed  in  the  bottom 
of  the  cup,  which  remains  on  the  plant,  and  ferves  the  office 
of  a feed-vefl’el. 
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It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  but  is  annually 
fown  in  many  of  our  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  July. 

An  infufion  of  the  young  tops  of  this  plant  is  cooling,  and 
afts  as  a diuretic.  It  is  likewife  good  in  fcorbutic  diforders 
and  the  yellow  jaundice.  This  plant  is  much  celebrated  by 
the  old  Roman  poets  for  its  utility  to  the  bees,  and  not  with- 
out reafon,  for  there  is  a large  quantity  of  honey-like  juice 
contained  in  the  bottom  of  each  flower. 


HOP. 


Humulus  Lupulus,  22.  5. 

Root  : perennial,  creeping,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  climbing,  tough,  fcored,  (lender,  and  if  properly 
fupported  it  will  rife  to  the  height  of  eighteen  or  twenty  feet. 

Leaves:  large,  broad,  divided  into  feveral  lobes,  which 
are  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  dillinft  plants ; they  are  of 
a yellowilh  green  colour,  and  produced  in  great  numbers. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  compofed  of  five 
oblong,  blunt,  concave  leaves. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  flender,  and  Ihort,  with  fm  all 
oblong  tips  at  the  end. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  a general  fence,  di- 
vided into  four  (harp  pointed  fegments;  there  is  likewife  a 
partial  fence,  compofed  of  four  egg-(haped  leaves,  inclofing 
eight  florets,  each  of  which  is  furnilhed  with  a proper 

Cup:  formed  of  a large  egg-lhaped  leaf,  which  is  flat  on 
the  outfide,  approaching  at  the  bafe,  and  entire  on  the  edges. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  very  fmall,  and  fupports  two 
awl-lhaped  (hafts,  which  (land  at  a diflance  from  each  other, 
are  reflected,  and  terminated  by  (harp  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  but  the  cup  clofes  at  the  bale, 
and  contains  a Angle 

Seed  : which  is  roundi(h,  and  covered  with  a coat. 


It  grows  wild  in  hedges,  and  flowers  in  June. 

A decoftion  of  the  roots  caufes  fweating,  and  is  faid  to 
anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  farfaparilla  (which  fee).  Withering, 
A decoflion  ot  the  fre(h  gathered  hops  is  good  in  the  jaun- 
dice, and  the  powder  of  them  when  dried  will  fometimes  cure 
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the  ague.  The  young  Ihoots  are  eaten  in  the  fpring  in  the  man- 
ner of  afparagus,  and  are  little  inferior  to  it  in  tafte,  or  in 
affording  nourifhment,  to  which  may  be  added,  that  they  are 
fuppofed  to  be  good  antifcorbutics.  There  are  many  other 
medical  virtues  attributed  to  Hops,  but  they  are  principally 
uled  to  give  an  agreeable  bitter  to  ale  and  beer,  and  prevent 
its  turning  four.  It  may  perhaps  be  thought  foreign  to  our  pre- 
fent  purpofe,  to  give  an  account  of  the  culture,  and  methods  of 
curing  Hops.  But  on  refledting  that  this  work  might  fall  into 
the  hands  of  many  to  whom  fuch  information  might  prove  of 
the  utmolt  importance,  I have  taken  the  liberty  of  juft  men- 
tioning fome  of  the  principal  things  which  fuch  as  wifh  to  arrive 
at  perfection  in  the  culture  of  this  vegetable,  Ihould  pay  atten- 
tion to. 

Hops  love  a rich  mellow  foil,  and  a warm  ftieltered  fituation, 
for  this  reafon  hop  gardens  fliould  be  quite  open  to  the  fouth, 
and  be  well  fereened  from  the  alfaults  of  the  north  and  eaft 
winds.  Before  planting,  the  ground  fliould  be  well  prepared 
with  manure  and  tillage,  which  being  done  in  O&ober,  or  elfe 
in  March,  let  the  holes  for  planting  be  marked  out  at  about  the 
diftance  of  feven  feet  from  each  other,  and  let  three  or  four  good 
ftrong  fhoots,  about  ten  inches  long,  and  furnifhed  with  three 
or  four  buds,  be  planted  in  each  hole,  and  let  the  planting  be 
done  with  all  poflible  expedition.  The  holes  are  then  to  be  fil- 
led up  to  the  depth  of  a foot  or  more  with  a compoft  of  old 
rotten  dung  and  rich  foil  mixed  together.  Having  thus  made 
the  plantation,  the  next  bulinefs  is  to  keep  it  free  from  weeds 
by  hoeing,  which  will  be  required  for  the  firft  time  in  May. 
Care  fliould  be  taken  to  choofe  dry  weather  for  this  operation, 
and  in  doing  it  a little  mould  Ihould  be  drawn  up  to  each  hill,  in 
order  to  form  a larger  body  of  earth  about  the  roots  of  the 
plants.  The  hoeing  muft  be  continued  during  the  fummer  as 
often  as  there  is  occafion. 

If  proper  care  has  been  taken  to  enrich  the  land,  the  young 
plants  will  firoot  forth  in  vine  tolerably  ftrong,  and  that  early  in 
the  fealon  ; fo  that  in  May  two  or  three  l'mall  poles  may  be 
placed  to  each  hill  for  them  to  climb  on,  and  thus  they  will  pro- 
duce a few  Hops  the  firft  feafon  after  planting.  Some,  how- 
ever, do  not  chufe  to  pole  them  the  firft  year,  but  only  twift  the 
vine  into  a bunch  at  the  top  of  each  hill,  without  paying  any  re- 
gard to  a crop  at  that  time,  as  it  is  apt  to  weaken  the  young 
plants. 

In  the  enfuing  fpring  they  are  to  be  drefled,  or  pruned,  and 
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t,Je  m°nths  of  February  and  March  are  the  proper  times  of 
doing  it. 

For  this  purpofe,  the  earth  about  the  hills  muft  be  removed 
fo  as  to  lay  the  heads  of  the  principal  roots  bare  ; then  with  a 
iba.p  knife  the  laft  year’s  (hoots,  or  at  lead  what  remains  of 
them,  are  to  be  trimmed  off  clofe  to  the  heads  of  the  docks,  and 
ail  the  young  ufelefs  fuckers  cleared  away  ; immediately  after 
w h,ch  the  tops  of  the  roots,  or  docks,  are  to  be  covered  with 
• o.l  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  inches,  and  this  labour  of  dref- 
iiug  mud  be  every  year  repeated. 

Soon  after  this  the  plants  will  begin  to  fboot,  at  which  time 
poles  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  in  length  fhould  be  placed  for  them 
to  run  upon  ; this  (hould  be  clone  in  the  latter  end  of  April,  or 
the  beginning  of  May,  when  the  (hoots  are  about  a foot  long. 
Three  poles  fhoj+ld  be  allotted  to  each  hill;  they  mud  be  placed 
on  the  outfide,  and  let  deep  into  the  ground,  by  making  holes 
for  them  with  an  iron  crow,  and  care  fhould  be  taken  to  place 
them  with  their  tops  a little  leaning  outwardly  from  each  other, 
that  the  plants  may  be  kept  from  entangling,  and  the  fun  and 
air  find  a more  free  admittance. 

After  being  thus  poled,  the  Hops  will  in  general  naturally 
take  to  the  poles,  and  fuch  (boots  as  do  not  lay  hold  readily 
fhould  be  dire<5ted  with  the  hand,  and  tied  with  matting,  or  fome' 
ether  foft  bandage.  Three  or  four  vines  will  be  a fufficient  num- 
ber for  each  pole,  and  all  the  others  (hould  be  pulled  up,  if  the 
plantation  is  old  ; but  if-  it  be  a young  one,  it  is  better  to  wrap 
them  up  together  in  the  middle  of  the  hill. 

The  next  work  is  to  dig  round  the  hills  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  and  throw  fome  fine  mould  round  and  upon  each,  which 
is  fometimes  repeated  in  the  beginning  of  July,  in  order  to  make 
the  hills  of  a proper  lubftance  to  afford  a l'ufficiency  of  nourifh* 
ment  to  the  plants. 

When  the  plants  are  grown  up,  if  any  of  them  fhould  be  found 
under-poled,  there  muft  be  taller  poles  placed  near  fuch  as  are 
too  fliort,  to  receive  the  vines  from  them,  otherways  they  will 
not  yield  a full  crop.  It,  is  fometimes  cultomary  when  the  vines 
are  very  luxuriant  and  overtop  the  poles,  to  ftrike  off  the  heads 
of  the  Ihoots  with  a fwitch,  in  confequence  of  which  they  throw 
out  many  lateral  branches,  which  are  in  general  well  hung  with 
fi  nit. 

In  July  the  Hops  will  blow,  and  begin  to  ripen  about  the 
latter  end  of  Auguft,  which  is  known  by  the  bunches  of  fruit 
yielding  a hop-like  foent,  and  becoming  dry  and  hard  to  the 
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touch.  The  feeds  a {Turning  a brown  colour  is  another  mark  ot 
their  being  arrived  at  maturity.  And  when  this  is  the  cafe  they 
fhould  be  gathered  with  all  pofiible  expedition,  as  a fudden 
ftorm  of  wind,  or  great  rains,  would  do  a deal  of  damage, 
by  breaking  down  the  vines,  and  fpoiling  the  colour  of  the 
Hops. 

Hop-pulling  fhould,  if  pofllble,  be  performed  in  dry  weather. 
In  executing  this  work  it  is  ufual  to  clear  a certain  number  of 
hills,  which  occupy  a fquare  fpace,  at  the  fame  time  ; and  the 
number  is  generally  eleven  of  twelve.  A large  fquare  wooden 
frame,  which  they  call  a bin,  is  placed  in  the  center  of  this  fpot, 
to  receive  the  Hops.  It  is  commonly  about  eight  feet  long,  and 
three  wide,  having  a cloth  withinlide  fupported  on  tenter- 
hooks. When  this  is  fixed  in  its  proper  ftation  they  proceed  to 
cut  up  the  vine,  and  pull  up  the  poles,  for  which  purpofe  they 
ufe  a wooden  inftrument  like  a lever,  at  one  end  of  which  is  a 
forked  piece  of  iron,  with  teeth  on  the  inlide,  which  readily  raifes 
them  out  of  the  ground.  They  are  then  laid  by  two  poles  at  a 
time  acrofs  the  bin,  lb  that  two  or  three  people  may  ftand 
on  each  of  its  lides  to  pick  the  Hops  into  it,  which  they  do  in  a 
very  clean  manner,  without  either  leaves  or  {talks ; and  as  the 
bin  becomes  full  they  empty  it  three  or  four  times  a day,  a3 
there  happens  to  be  occafion,  and  carry  the  Hops  to  a kiln  to 
dry. 

This  kiln  is  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  made  ufe  of  for  drying 
malt,  but  it  is  covered  with  a hair  cloth,  and  on  that  they  fpread 
the  hops  to  the  thicknefs  of  ten  or  twelve  inches.  In  about  nine 
hours  after  they  are  laid  on  the  kiln  they  mull  be  turned,  and  in 
two  or  three  hours  more  they  will  be  fufficiently  dried  to  re- 
move into  a dry  upper  room,  where  they  muft  remain  for  the 
fpace  of  three  weeks,  or  a month,  to  toughen ; otherwife 
they  would  be  reduced  to  powder  in  being  put  into  proper 
facks. 

They  are  afterwards  put  into  large  bags  or  facks,  made  of 
about  four  ells  and  a half  of  ell-wide  coarfe  cloth,  about  half 
a handful  of  hops  being  firft  tied  up  in  each  of  the  bottom  cor- 
ners, to  ferve  for  handles.  The  bag  is  then  fattened  to  a hole  in 
the  floor  made  for  that  purpofe.  There  is  a hoop  faftened  to 
the  top  of  the  bag,  by  which  it  refts  on  the  fides  of  the  hole  in 
the  floor.  One  perfon  then  keeps  putting  Hops  into  the  fack, 
while  another  is  continually  treading  them  down  till  it  is  full; 
the  bag  is  then  unloofed  from  the  hoop  and  let  down,  after 
which  the  mouth  is  clofed  up,  and  a handful  of  Hops  tied  in 
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reidv°tf  ^ r°rners’  aS  at  ^ b°tt0m  part>  after  which  they  arc 
ready  to  be  fent  to  market.  y 

When  once  a plantation  of  Hops  is  made,  it  will  continue  in  per- 

Tedbon  for  a confiderable  number  of  years,  providing  the  ground 

^properly  manured  and  cultivated.  The  moft  proper  manure 

PUrp°feK1S  Wt!1  rotted  ^ng,  or  dung  and  earth  mingled 

of  thefl  man",  ab°Ut  twenty-fi^  or  thirty  cart  loads  of  either 
of  thefe  manures  w the  .common  allowance  for  an  acre  ; but  the 

beft  way  for  fuch  as  have  plenty  of  dung,  is  to  allow  forty  loads 

an  °r  plough  k in  any  time  betwixt  Oflober 

ano  March;  and  being  once  well  drafted  in  this  manner,  it  will 

requtre  nothing  more  of  the  kind  for  the  fpace  ot  three  or  four 

y Crl r8. 

Every  year  after  the  pulling  ;8  care  fiiould  be  taken  to 
put  the  poles  under  cover,  if  poffible,  as  they  would  by  that 
means  Jaft  confiderablylonger  than  when  expofed  to  all  the  vicif- 
uudes  of  cold  and  wet,  during  the  months  of  winter.  Thofe.how- 
ever,  who  have  no  convenience  of  this  kind,  fhould  place  them 
upright  in  large  parcels,  in  the  open  air,  firft  fixing  three,  or  fix 
po  eS  firmly  ,n  the  ground  in  a triangular  manner,  wide  at  the 
bottom,  and  tied  together  at  the  top,  and  then  as  many  of  the 

, ,er  J be  reared  againft  them  as  may  feem  convenient  to 
the  owner. 

It  requires  about  three  thoufand  poles  to  an  acre  of  hop- 
ground,  if  three  are  allowed  to  each  hill.  They  may  be  made 
° any  wood,  but  afh,  birch,  maple,  fycamore,  poplar,  willow, 
and  chefnut,  are  the  forts  moft  commonly  ufed,  and  of  thefe  the 
Jaft  is  by  far  tjie  moft  durable. 
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Marrubium  Vulgar  e,  14.  1. 


Koot:  perennial,  and  compofed  of  numerous  long,  crooked 
f-brea  varioyfiy  twifted  and  entangled  together,  and  united  at 
the  tops  to  a fmall  head. 

Stems  : numerous,  upright,  fquare,  about  a foot  and  half 
liign,  and  ot  a whitifh  colour. 


Le/ues  . . produced  in  pairs;  they  are  roundi(h,  or  oblong, 
no  C/.cu  a little  at  the  edges,  and  a little  woolly  op  the  furface. 

Flowers:  produced  in  whorls  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves; 
ftngly  they  are  fmall,  and  of  a whitifh  colour. 
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Flower-cup  : a Angle  tubular  leaf,  marked  on  the  outfide 
with  ten  fcores,  and  divided  at  the  mouth  into  ten  teeth,  which 
referable  briftles,  and  are  hooked  at  the  end. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a cylindri- 
cal tube,  and  a long  mouth,  which  is  divided  into  two  lips  ; the 
uppermolt  lip  is  upright,  pointed,  and  cloven  a little  way  at  the 
end ; the  lower  one  broader,  reflected,  and  divided  into  three 
fhort  fegments,  the  middlemoft  of  which  is  broad,  and  notched 
at  the  end.  The  two  outfide  ones  fharp  pointed. 

Chives  : four  (two  long  and  two  fhort)  they  are  covered  by 
the  upper  lip,  and  have  Ample  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  and  fup- 
ports  a long,  {lender  (haft,  with  a divided  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : four  after  each  flower;  they  are  of  an  oblong  figure, 
and  lie  in  the  bottom  of  the  cup,  which  clofes  at  the  neck  after 
the  flower  is  fallen. 

It  is  frequent  on  dry  heaths,  by  road  fidcs,  and  among  old 
rubbifh.  The  flowers  appear  in  July. 

The  whole  plant  isbitterifh,  and  has  a ftrong,  but  not  altoge- 
ther unpleafant  fmell.  It  was  a famous  medicine  with  the  anci- 
ents for  obftrudtions  of  the  vifcera,  and  taken  in  larger  dofes  it 
gently  loofens  the  belly.  It  is  likewife  a principal  ingredient  in 
the  Negro  Csfor’s  antidote  for  vegetable  poifons.  Withering. 

A young  man  who  had  occafion  to  take  mercurial  medicines, 
was  brought  into  a falivation,  which  continued  for  more  than 
twelve  months,  and  every  method  that  could  be  thought  of  to 
remove  it,  only  ferved  to  make  the  complaint  worfe.  At 
length  an  infufion  of  this  plant  was  ordered  him,  by  the  ufe  of 
which  he  got  well  in  a very  fhort  time.  Linnieus. 

A ftrong  decodlion  of  the  young  tops  boiled  into  a thin  fyrup 
with  honey,  is  an  excellent  medicine  for  colds,  coughs  of  long 
Handing,  hoarfenefs,  and  all  other  diforders  of  the  breaft  and 
lungs.  The  leaves  dried  and  reduced  to  powder  are  liippofed 
to  deftroy  worms  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines.  Two  or  three 
ounces  of  the  juice  taken  frequently  for  a dole,  is  efficacious  in 
menftrual  obftruftions,  and  all  other  diforders  which  proceed 
from  a thick  vifcid  date  of  the  fluids,  or  obftrudlions  of  the  vif- 
cera. A drachm  of  the  dried  leaves,  or  an  infufion  of  a handful 
of  the  green  leaves  is  a fufflcient  dofe. 
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STINKING  IIOREHOUND. 

Ballot e Nigra,  14.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  and  fibrous. 

Stems  : numerous,  upright,  fquare,  hollow,  of  a brownifh 
colour,  and  about  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  produced  in  pairs  on  longifli  leaf-ftalks;  they  are 
roundifh,  or  rather  egg-fhaped,  notched,  and  wrinkled,  with  a 
great  many  veins  on  their  furface.  The  lowermofl  have  a heart- 
like hollow  at  the  bafe,  but  thofe  towards  the  top  of  the  item 
are  pointed  at  both  extremities.  They  are  a little  hairy,  foft  to 
the  touch,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  whorls,  which  furround  the  items  in 
the  bofomsofthe  leaves;  they  are  but  fmall,  and  their  colour  is 
a pale  purple. 

Flower. cup:  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  tubular,  five  cornered, 
and  marked  with  ten  fcores ; the  rim  of  the  cup  is  open,  plaited, 
and  divided  into  five  fmall  teeth,  and  there  is  a fence  at  the  bafe 
4>  of  each  whorl,  confiftingof  feveral  fharp  lhaped  leaves. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  a fingle  petal,  which  is  of  the  gaping, 
or  grinning  kind.  The  tubular  part  is  as  long  as  the  cup,  and 
at  the  mouth  it  is  divided  into  two  lips,  the  fuperior  of  which  is 
upright,  egg-fhaped,  entire,  and  concave.  The  lower  lip  is  di- 
vided into  three  obtufe  fegments,  of  which  the  middle  one  is  the 
largeft,  and  notched  at  the  end. 

Chives  : four  (two  long  and  two  fhort)  they  are  awl-lhaped, 
and  lean  towards  the  upper  lip,  having  oblong  tips,  which  are 
fixed  to  their  middle. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  and  isfur- 
nilhed  with  a {lender,  thread-fiiaped  fliaft,  with  a thin  cloven 
fnmmit. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : four;  they  are  egg-firaped,  and  remain  in  the  bottom 
of  the  cup  till  iuch  time  as  they  arrive  at  maturity. 

It  is  moil  frequently  met  with  among  rubbifii,  and  by  road 

Tides. 

It  Hands  recommended  as  an  excellent  medicine  in  hyfterical 
cafes,  and  is  fuppofed  by  the  Swedes  to  be  almoft  an  univerfal 
remedy  for  the  difeafes  of  cattle.  Withering. 
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This  is  one  of  thofe  negledted  Englifh  plants,  which  are  pof- 
feffed  of  great  virtues,  though  they  are  but  little  known,  and 
ftill  lefs  regarded.  An  infufion  of  the  green  leaves,  or  a conferve 
made  of  the  frefh  gathered  tops,  is  one  of  the  belt  remedies  for 
hypochondriacal  and  hyfteric  complaints.  It  likewife  promotes 
the  menfes,  and  is  good  in  low-fpiritednefs,  and  all  the  nu- 
merous train  of  nervous  diforders. 

HORSE  TAIL. 

Equi/etum  Arvenfe , 24.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  creeping,  tough,  and  hung  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Stem:  angular,  furrowed,  jointed,  hollow,  weak,  and  a foot 
or  more  in  height.  It  is  divided  into  a vaft  number  of  leaves 
and  branches,  which  greatly  refemble  the  main  Item  in  their 
ftrudture.  They  grow  in  whorls  at  every  joint  of  the  item,  and 
have  Idler  branches  proceeding  from  each  of  their  joints.  The 
whole  plant  is  of  a dark  green  colour,  and  when  bruifed  has  ra- 
ther a ftrong  difagreeable  fmell. 

Flowers  : difpofed  in  egg-lhaped  fpikes  on  naked  Items,  which 
•rife  before  thofe  which  bear  the  leaves  or  branches,  and  fhrivel  *• 
away  in  a (hort  time  ; they  are  of  a roundifh  figure,  open  at  the 
bafe,  and  flat  at  the  top,  but  too  obfcure  to  have  their  feveral 
parts  diftinguifhed  with  precifion. 

It  is  common  in  moift  corn-fields,  and  other  cultivated  places, 
and  is  in  flower  during  the  month  of  March. 

The  whole  plant  may  be  ufefully  employed,  either  frefh  or 
dry,  though  it  is  mod  efficacious  when  frefh  gathered.  A ftrong 
decodtion  of  it  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  immoderate  difcharges 
of  the  menfes,  and  in  fluxes  of  the  belly,  attended  with  griping 
pains  and  bloody  ftools.  Externally  applied,  it  flops  the  bleed- 
ing of  wounds,  and  quickly  heals  the  fame.  Hill. 

It  is  a very  cooling,  aftringent  herb,  and  taken  either  in  pow- 
der, decodtion,  or  juice,  is  of  confiderable  efficacy  in  fpitting 
of  blood,  bloody  urine,  exceffive  menftrual  evacuations,  or 
ulcers  in  the  urinary  paffagrs. 
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H O U N D ’ s - T O N G U E. 

CynogloJJiim  OJJicinale,  5.1. 

Root  : biennial,  long,  thick,  black  on  the  outfide,  white 
within,  and  hung  with  numerous  fibres. 

Stem:  angular,  firm,  upright,  much  branched,  and  two  feef 
high. 

Leaves:  numerous;  thofe  that  rife  immediately  from  the 
roots  are  very  large,  of  an  oblong  form,  but  pointed,  entire  on 
the  edges,  a little  downy  on  the  furfnee,  deeply  veined,  and  of 
a dark  green  colour.  Thofe  on  the  Item  refemble  them  in  every 
particular,  only  they  are  much  fmaller,  and  they  Hand  on  it  in  a 
very  irregular  manner. 

Flowers:  produced  in  great  numbers  at  the  extremities  of 
the  branches ; they  are  of  a blackifh  purple  colour,  and  have,  in 
common  with  all  the  other  parts  of  the  plant,  ‘a  ftrong  difagree- 
able  fmell. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  leaf,  divided  into  five  oblong,  fharp 
pointed  legments. 

Blossom:  a tingle  funnel-fhaped  petal;  it  has  a fhort  cylin- 
drical tube,  and  a border,  with  five  fhallow  clefts  in  the  margin. 
The  mouth  of  the  tubular  part  is  clofed  by  five  prominent,  con- 
vex, approaching  bodies,  or  valves. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  very  fhort,  fixed  to  the  mouth  of  the 
biofiom,  and  furniflied  with  roundifii  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  in  each  blofibm  are  four  in  number, 
but  the  fhaft  is  Angle,  awl-fhaped,  and  terminated  with  a final! 
fummit,  which  is  notched  at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  but  each  of  the  feeds  are  inclofed  in  a 
rough  feed-coat,  by  which  they  attach  themfelves  to  the  gar- 
ments of  fuch  a6  go  among  them. 

Seeds:  four  after  each  flower;  they  are  of  an  oval,  tapering 
figure,  and  fmooth,  or  a very  little  hairy. 

It  is  frequent  in  dry  fandy  places,  by  road  fides,  and  among 
rubbifh,  and  flowers  in  June. 

A decodion  of  the  leaves  taken  inwardly,  and  poultices  of 
them  applied  externally,  have  been  found  ferviceable  in  the 
lcrophula,  or  king’s  evil.  Ray. 

It  is  a plant  of  very  confiderable  virtues,  being  of  an  aftrin- 
gent,  balfamic  nature,  and  excellently  adapted  to  eafe  thofe 
coughs  which  proceed  from  a thin  acrid  humour  falling  upon 
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the  lungs,  or  other  parts  of  the  bread.  A decoftion  of  the  roots 
drank  freely  is  good  againft  the  bleeding  of  the  piles,  overflow- 
ings of  the  menfes,  and  the  whites.  The  root  powdered  and 
taken  in  dofes  of  half  a drachm  twice  or  three  times  a day,  is  ex- 
cellent againft  purgings  and  the  bloody  flux.  An  ointment 
made  of  its  juice,  with  honey  and  turpentine,  is  a good  appli- 
cation to  drels  old  fiftulous  ulcers. 


HORS  E-R  HADIS  H. 


Cochlear  la  Armoracia , j 5 . 1 . 

Root  : perennial,  very  long,  thick,  white,  and  acrid  to  the 
tafte. 

Leaves  : numerous,  and  very  large ; they  are  a foot  or  eigh- 
teen inches  long,  and  fix  or  eight  wide.  Thofe  which  proceed 
immediately  from  the  root  are  irregularly  notched  on  the  edges, 
and  ftand  on  long  leaf-ftalks.  Thofe  which  grow  on  the  ftem 
are  much  fmaller,  narrow,  fometimes  very  entire,  and  fome- 
times  cut  into  many  winged  fegments. 

Stem  : firm,  upright,  branched,  and  two  feet  high. 

Flowers:  fituated  at  the  extremities  of  the  branches;  they 
are  final!  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  egg-fhaped,  concave,  fpread- 
ing  leaves,  which  fall  as  foon  as  the  bloflom  expands. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  inverfely  egg-fhaped  petals, 
twice  as  large  as  theleaves  of  the  cup,  with  flrort  narrow  claws. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are awl-fhaped,  and  the  two  oppofite  ones 
are  fhorter  than  the  others.  The  tips  are  a little  compreffed, 
and  very  blunt. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  heart-fhaped,  and  fupports  a fliort 
Ample  fliaft,  with  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a heart-fhaped  pouch,  or  pod,  which  is 
hunched,  a little  comprefled,  notched  at  the  end,  furniflied  with 
a fliaft,  rough,  and  divided  internally  into  two  cells. 

Seeds  : about  four  in  each  cell. 


It  is  found  wild  in  fome  of  the  northern  parts  of  England,  and 
very  frequently  in  uncultivated  places  near  great  towns.  There 
is,  however,  no  difficulty  in  procuring  it  in  any  quantity,  as  it  is 
univerfally  cultivated  in  gardens  for  the  ufe  of  the  table.  It 
flowers  in  June. 

It  is  of  a warm,  ftimulating,  diuretic  nature,  and  often  proves 
ferviceable  in  paralytic  and  dropfical  complaints.  An  infufion 
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of  the  roots  in  cold  milk  is  one  of  the  bett  and  fafeft  cofmeticc 
in  ufe  Withering . 

It  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  rheumatic  complaints,  and  fuch 
as.arife  from  obftruclions  of  the  vifcera.  It  is  likewife  a power- 
ful din  ret  id,  and  frequently  brings  away  fmall  ftones  and  "gravel. 
Few  things  (Lengthen  the  ftomach,  and  aflift  digeftion  more  than 
the  root  of  this  plant ; and  there  is  no  better  way  of  taking  it 
than  as  it  is  commonly  ufed  at  table.  It  is  likewife  much  recom- 
mended in  fcorbutic  complaints.  The  juice  taken  to  the  quan- 
tity of  two  large  fpoonfuls  excites  vomiting,  and  a ftrong  infu- 
fion  has  the  fame  effeft,  but  its  operation  i6  very  rough  and  dis- 
agreeable. 

HOUSELEEK. 

C Y P II  E L. 

Semper<vivum  Teilorum,  n.  7. 

Root  : perennial,  and  fibrous. 

Leaves  : produced  in  round  clutters,  every  one  of  which  is  a 
di  ft  in  ft  plant,  but  there  are  continually  ofF-fets  produced  from 
thefe  firft  clutters,  the  leaves  of  which  are  difpofed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  others.  They  are  broad  at  the  bottom,  mode- 
rately long,  tharp  pointed,  fringed  on  the  edges,  of  a thick 
flethy  fubftance,  full  of  juice,  and  of  a pleafant  green  colour. 

Stem:  produced  from  the  center  of  the  clutters  of  leaves;  it 
is  nearly  as  thick  as  a man’s  thumb  at  the  bottom,  and  grows 
gradually  fmaller  all  the  way  to  where  it  divides  into  feveral 
branches.  It  rifes  to  about  a foot  high,  and  is  fet  very  thick 
from  top  to  bottom  with  flethy  leaves,  which  have  fome  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  which  proceed  from  the  root,  but  are  longer 
in  proportion  to  their  breadth,  of  a pale  colour,  frequently 
tinged  with  red,  and  lie  one  over  another  like  the  tiles  of  a 
houfe 

Flowers:  numerous;  they  almoft  cover  the  branches  into 
which  the  main  ftem  divides  itfelf.  They  aie  large,  and  of  a fine 
red  colour. 

Flower-cut:  divided  into  feveral  parts;  the  number  of 
which  are  different  in  different  flowers,  but  they  are  rarely  fewer 
than  fix,  or  more  than  twelve. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  twelve  petals,  which  are  of  an  ob- 
long form,  but  fharp  pointed,  concave,  and  larger  than  the  divi- 
tions  of  the  cup. 
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Chivf.s:  from  fix  to  twenty-five  in  the  different  flowers; 
they  are  awl-fliaped,  and  fupport  roundifh  tips. 

Pointals  : the  feed  buds  are  twelve  in  each  flower ; they  are 
placed  in  an  oval,  or  triangular  manner,  and  are  upright;  each 
of  them  ends  in  a fiiort  fhaft,  with  a fharpfummit. 

Seed-vessels:  twelve  fhort,  oblong,  comprelTed  capfules, 
which  taper  outwardly,  and  open  on  the  inner  fide. 

Seeds  ; numerous,  Imali,  and  roundifh. 

It  is  common  on  walls  and  old  roofsj  where  it  produces  its 
very  elegant  flowers  in  July. 

The  juice  applied  to  burns,  fcalds,  or  any  other  external  in- 
flammation, either  by  itfelf,  or  mixed  with  cream,  gives  almoft 
prefent  relief.  Mixed  with  honey  it  is  good  for  the  thrulh,  or 
canker  in  the  mouth.  Withering. 

It  is  of  a cooling,  aftringent  nature,  and  is  much  commended 
for  its  efficacy  in  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  for  which  purpofe 
the  juice  is  to  be  made  ufe  of.  It  is  like  wife  a famous  applica- 
tion to  corns,  and  taken  inwardly  it  is  good  in  thofe  fevers  which 
are  attended  with  fharp  acrid  difcharges  by  (tool.  The  leaves 
boiled  in  hog’s  lard  afford  an  excellent  cooling  ointment,  which 
is  applicable  to  a great  variety  of  purpofes. 

HYPOCISTUS.  Plant. 


Cytinus  Hypocijlis,  20.  8. 

This  is  one  of  thofe  plants  which  do  not  derive  their  nourifh- 
mcnt  immediately  from  the  earth,  as  in  the  far  greater  part  of 
vegetables,  but  from  fome  other  plants  to  which  they  attach 
themfelves. 

Stem  : thick,  fiefhy,  and  frequently  twice  as  large  towards 
the  top  as  at  the  bottom  ; it  is  furniffied  with  a great  number 
of  broad,  fhort  fkinny  films,  by  way  of  leaves,  and  the  flowers 
grow  at  the  top  intermixed  with  them,  and  are  large  and  beau- 
tiful. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  a Angle  leaf,  with  a cylindric 
tube,  and  an  expanded,  or  fpreading  border,  which  is  divided 
into  four  obtufe  coloured  fegments. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  wanting  ; but  there  are  fixteen  oblong  tips  in  each 
flower,  connedled  with  the  fhaft  immediately  below  the  (ummit. 

I'ointal;  the  fved-bud  is  fituated  below  the  flowers,  and 
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is  of  a roundifh  form,  with  a cylindrical  lhaft,  which  is  termi- 
nated by  an  obtufe  fummit,  cloven  into  eight  parts. 

Seed  vessel:  a roundifh  berry,  of  a leathery  fubftance,  and 
divided  into  eight  diftindt  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  fmall,  and  roundifh. 

' It  is  a native  of  the  Grecian  iflands,  and  fome  of  the  wanner 
parts  of  Europe,  and  is  only  found  growing  on  the  roots  of  the 
ciftus  Ihrub.  It  flowers  in  the  middle  of  fummer. 

The  berries  abound  with  a large  quantity  of  glutinous  juice, 
which  being  evaporated  over  the  fire  till  it  acquires  the  con- 
fidence of  Spanith  juice,  or  liquorice,  is  kept  in  the  (hops,  and  is 
a good  medicine  in  violent  purgings,  attended  with  bloody 
jftools,  likewife  in  exceflive  menftrual  evacuations,  and  other 
haemorrhages.  The  beft  method  of  giving  it  is  in  an  electuary 
made  with  conferve  of  rofes. 

HYSSOP. 

Hyjfopus  Officinalis,  14.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  numerous,  long,  thick 
fibres,  which  are  counedted  by  their  upper  ends  to  an  oblong 
head. 

Stem  : fhrubby,  fquare,  robuft,  upright,  very  much  branch- 
ed, and  about  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  difpofed  in  pairs;  they  are  long,  narrow,  pointed, 
entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  lhort  fpikes  at  the  extremities  of  the 
branches ; they  are  intermixed  with  the  leaves,  and  are  large 
and  blue] 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  which  is  of  a cylindric, 
oblong  form,  and  feored,  with  five  lharp  teeth  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom:  a Angle  petal  of  the  gaping,  or  grinning  kind ; it 
has  a (lender  cylindric  tube,  and  is  divided  into  two  lips;  the 
uppermoft  of  which  isftraight,  flat,  lhort,  roundilh,  and  notch- 
ed at  the  end ; the  lowevmoft  cleft  into  three  fegments;  the  two 
outetmoft  of  which  are  (hotter,  and  very  obtufe;  that  in  the 
middle  inverfely  heart-lhaped,  and  larger. 

Chives:  four  ; they  flanid  eredt,  and  are  larger  than  the  blof- 
fom  ; the  two  uppermoft  are  fliorter  than  the  others,  and  all  of 
them  are  furnifhed  with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  but  the 
{halt  is  Angle,  and  fupports  a cloven  fummit. 
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Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : four  after  each  blofiom  ; they  are  rather  egg-fhaped, 
and  lie  naked  in  the  bofom  of  the  cup. 

It  is  a native  of  Italy,  and  other  warm  parts  of  Europe,  but 
has  long  been  a familiar  inhabitant  of  our  gardens,  where  it 
fiourifhes  very  well,  and  blofl'oms  in  Auguft. 

It  is  a plant  of  very  coniiderable  virtues,  particularly  in  difor- 
ders  of  the  breaft  and  lungs.  A ftrong  infufion,  or  tea,  made 
with  the  young  tops,  is  not  very  unpleafant,  and  is  much  the  belt 
way  of  taking  it;  and  there  are  few  better  medicines  for  coughs, 
hoarfenefies,  and  obftrudions  of  the  breaft.  The  infufion  made 
into  a fyrup  w'ith  honey,  is  good  for  the  fame  purpofes.  The 
tea,  when  plentifully  taken,  is  good  in  all  obftru&ions  of  the 
vifeera,  and  operates  powerfully  by  urine. 

HYSSOP.  Hedge. 

Gratiola  Officinalis , 2.  I. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  (lender,  white,  and  creeping  under 
the  i'urface  of  the  ground. 

Stem  : Ample,  round,  thick,  upright,  of  a reddifli  colour 
rear  the  ground,  but  of  a pale  green  towards  the  top,  and  about 
a foot  high. 

Leaves:  growing  in  pairs,  without  leaf-ftalks  ; they  are  ob- 
long, fharp  pointed,  and  notched  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  produced  fingly  in  the  bofom  of  the  leaves;  they 
are  fupported  on  long  flender  fruit-ftalks,  and  their  colour  is  a 
^mixture  of  white  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  cleft  into  five  fiiort,  avvl-fhaped,  upright  feg- 
ir.cnts. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a fingle  unequal  petal,  with  an  angu- 
lar tube,  longer  than  the  flower-cup,  and  a border  divided  into 
four  parts,  the  uppermoft  of  which  is  broad,  notched  at  the  end, 
and  reflected  ; the  other  firaight  and  equal. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  fhorter  than  the  blof- 
fom,  two  of  them  have  not  tips  ; the  tips  on  the  other  two  arc 
roundifh. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  a conical  fliape,  the  fliaft  ftraight, 
and  awl-fliaped,  with  a fummit,  which  is  divided  into  two  lips. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-fhaped,  pointed  capfule,  divided  inter- 
nally into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  very  numerous,  and  very  finall. 
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It  is  common  in  France,  and  in  many  of  our  gardens,  and  hat 
been  faid  to  grow  wild  with  us,  but  I believe  without  any  real 
foundation.  It  delights  in  places  where  water  Magnates  during 
the  winter.  The  dowers  are  in  their  greateft  perfection  about 
the  latter  end  of  June. 

The  whole  plant  is  very  bitter,  and  nearly  refembles  the  fox- 
glove, both  in  external  appearance  and  virtues.  Taken  in  mo- 
derate doles  it  purges  brilkly,  and  in  larger  quantities  it  vomits 
as  well,  and  by  thus  operating  carries  off  watry  humours,  and 
removes  obftrudling  matter  in  a very  powerful  manner.  The 
juice  is  a rough,  but  excellent  medicine  in  dropfies,  and  a ftrong 
decodtion,  or  infufion,  foon  cures  the  jaundice.  The  root  dried 
and  powdered,  is  frequently  given  fuccefsfully  in  the  fciatica  and 
rheumatic  complaints,  and  in  l'mall  dofes  it  effectually  deftroy* 
worms  in  the  ftomach  and  inteltines,  and  by  its  purging  quali- 
ties carries  off  that  mucus  and  flimy  matter,  in  which  they  are 
there  bred  and  harboured.  Hill. 

The  root  of  this  plant  very  much  refembles  ipecacuanha  in  its 
nature  and  effedls,  and  is  equally  to  be  depended  on  in  purgings, 
and  the  bloody  flux.  It  likewife  cures  agues,  and  is  much  pre- 
ferable to  a decodtion  of  the  woods,  in  the  cure  of  the  French 
difeafe.  Kramer. 


HYACINTH. 

HAREBELL,  BLUEBELL. 

Hjiacintbus  Nor/criptus,  6.  i. 

Root  : a roundifli  white  bulb,  with  a fmall  clutter  of  fibres 
proceeding  from  its  bafe. 

Leaves:  long,  graffy,  drooping,  entire,  and  of  a bright 
green  colour.  There  feldom  rifes  more  than  four  or  five  of  theft 
leaves  from  one  root. 

Stem:  round,  flender,  a little  drooping  towards  the  top  with 
the  weight  of  the  flowers,  and  lix  or  eight  inches  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  a longifh  feries;  they  hang 
in  a drooping  pofition  on  one  fide  of  the  Item,  and  are  intermixed 
with  long,  narrow  floral  leaves,  which  grow  in  pairs.  The  flow- 
ers are  large,  and  of  a fine  blue  colour. 

Flower-cup  : wanting. 

Blossom:  a fingle  bcll-lhaped  petal ; the  border,  or  mouth 
of  which  is  deeply  divided  into  lix  refledted  fegments. 


Chives: 
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C.hives  : fix  ; they  are  awl-fiiaped,  and  rather  fhort ; the  tips 
are  of  an  oblong  form,  and  approach  each  other. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifti,  but  is  furnifhed  with 
three  obtule  edges,  or  corners,  and  fupports  a fimple  Ihaft, 
which  is  fhorter  than  the  blofiom,  and  terminated  by  a blunt 
fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a three-cornered,  and  almoft  cylindrical  cap- 
fule,  divided  into  three  cells. 

Seeds:  roundilh. 

It  is  common  under  hedges,  and  flowers  in  the  beginning  of 

May. 

i ne  frefh  root  is  poifonous,  but  may  be  converted  into  ftarch. 
Withering. 

Trie  root  is  full  of  a flirny  juice  ; a decoftion  of  it  operates  by 
urine.  Dried  and  reduced  to  powder  it  is  of  a balfamic  and 
fomewhat  ftyptic  nature.  The  virtues  of  it  are  little  known,  but 
there  are  few  of  the  remedies  employed  for  the  cure  of  that 
weakening  complaint  the  whites,  equal  in  efficacy  to  this. 


JACK  BY  THE  HEDGE. 

SAUCE  ALONE. 

Eryjimum  Alliaria,  15.  a. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  irregularly  twilled,  divided  into  fe- 
veral  parts,  and  of  a whitilli  colour. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  but  little  branched,  and  three 

feet  high;  it  is  a little  hairy  near  the  bafe,  but  fmooth  every 
where  elfe. 

Leaves  : which  proceed  immediately  from  the  root,  ffip- 
ported  on  long  Jeaf-flalks,  and  of  a roundilh  form,  but  deeply 
indented  at  the  bafe,  and  notched  at  the  edges ; thofe  which 
grew  on  the  Hern  are  heart  ffiaped,  with  but  very  ffiort  Laf- 
nalks.  They  grow  in  an  alternate  order,  and  are  larger  than 
thofe  from  the  root,  but  notched  like  them  on  tile  edges,  fmooth, 
and  of  a yellowilh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  a broad  tuft:  they  are 
fmall  and  white.  3 

Flower-c,up  : formed  of  four  leaves,  which  are  of  an  oblong 
torm,  approaching  each  other  at  the  top,  coloured,  andlhedding 
as  foon  as  the  blolfom  expands  itfelf. 

Blossom  : 
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Blossom:  compofed  of  four  oblong,  obtufe,  flat  petals,  with 
claws  equal  to  the  cup  in  length. 

Chives  : fix  ; they  are  as  long  as  the  claws  of  the  petals,  but 
the  two  oppofite  ones  are  fliorter  than  the  others ; the  tips  are 
Ample  and  final]. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  has  four  edges,  and  is  equal  to  the 
chives  in  length;  it  fupports  a very  fhort  fhaft,  with  a round 
knobbed  fummit,  which  does  not  fall  off  with  the  other  parts  of 
the  flower. 

Seed-vessel  : along,  narrow,  ftiff,  ftraight,  four  edged  pod, 
divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds  : numerous,  but  fmall,  and  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  delights  in  hedges,  and  other  fhady  places,  and  blofloms  in 
June. 

The  whole  plint  has  fomewhat  of  the  finell  and  flavour  of 
garlic.  The  frefli  leaves  plentifully  eaten,  or  the  juice  of  them 
taken  either  by  itfelf,  or  boiled  into  a fyrup  with  honey,  operate 
powerfully  by  urine,  and  are  found  ferviceable  in  dropfies.  The 
fvrup  is  likewife  good  to  cut  and  attenuate  tough  vifeid  pleghm, 
and  for  coughs  and  hoarfenefles.  The  feeds  fnuffed  up  the  nofe 
excite  Freezing,  and  a difeharge  of  watry  humours  from  the 
head.  The  herb  eaten  as  a fallad  warms  the  ftomach,  and 
ftrengthens  the  digeftive  faculties. 

# 

J A L L A P. 

Convolvulus  "Jalap a,  5.x. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  of  an  irregular  fliape,  and  very 
thick. 

Stem  : round,  tough,  of  a firm  fubftance,  but  too  flenderto 
fupport  themfelves  without  climbing  on  other  plants;  they  grow 
to  the  length  of  ten  or  twelve  feet,  and  wind  about  any  thing 
which  happens  to  be  in  their  way. 

I. eaves  : of  various  fhapes;  l'ome  of  them  are  angular,  others 
heart-flrsped,  and  others  oblong,  and  fliarply  pointed;  they  are 
entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dufky  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  fingly  on  longifli  fruit-ftalks  ; they  are 
large,  and  of  a purplifh  colour,  but  fometimes  they  are  white. 

Flower- cup:  a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  very  fmall,  egg- 
Jhapcd,  blunt,  converging  fegments. 

Blossom: 
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Blossom:  a fingle  bell  fhaped  petal,  which  is  very  large, 
spreading,  plaited,  and  obfcurely  divided  into  five  lobes. 

Chives  : five  ; they  are  about  half  the  length  of  the  bloffom, 
and  furnifhed  with  egg-fhaped,  Compreffed  tips. 

Pointal  : .the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  and  fupports  a flender 
{haft,  which  is  terminated  by  two  oblong,  broadifh  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundilh  capfule,  covered  by  the  cup,  and  di- 
vided into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  fmall,  and  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Spanifh  Weft-Indies,  from  whence  we  re- 
ceive the  roots  with  which  our  (hops  are  fupplied. 

The  roots  of  Jallap  have  fcarcely  any  fmell,  and  but  very  little 
tnfte  while  kept  in  the  mouth,  but  after  being  fwallowed  they 
afieft  the  throat  with  a flight  pungency  and  heat,  which  conti- 
nues for  a coniiderable  time.  Reduced  to  powder,  and  taken 
in  dofes  of  a fcruple,  or  half  a drachm,  it  proves  an  effectual, 
and  in  general,  a very  fafe  purge,  feldom  occafioning  . any  fick- 
nefs,  or  griping  pains,  which  are  too  commonly  the  attendants 
of  ftrong  purgatives.  Some  of  the  faculty  have  prohibited  the 
ufe  of  this  root  to  children,  but  there  appears  no  rational  ground 
for  fuch  a prohibition.  Young  children,  from  the  laxity  of  their 
folids,  and  the  foft  lubricating  nature  of  their  food's  in  general 
bear  thefe  kind  of  medicines  better  than  grown  people,  and 
adults  of  a lax,  weak  habit  of  body,  better  than  the  robuft.  And 
in  both  cafes  few,  if  any,  of  the  ftrong  purgatives  now  made  ufe 
of  are  more  fafe  than  Jallap.  Lewis. 

Jallap  is  of  a diuretic  nature,  as  well  as  purgative,  which  ren- 
ders it  peculiarly  ferviceable  in  dropfies,  for  which  purpofe  it  is 
belt  given  in  wine,  wherein  it  has  ftood  fome  hours  before  tak- 
ing it.  Motberby. 

There  is  a tindture  made  from  this  root  with  brandy,  and  kept 
in  the  Ibops,  which  has  all  the  effedls  of  the  root  in  iubftancej 
and  may  be  thought  by  feme  more  agreeable  to  take. 

JESSAMINE. 

Jaft/iiuum  Officinalis,  2.  I. 

Root:  woody,  white,  fpreading,  and  furnifhed  with  feveral 
clufters  of  fibres. 

Stem:  fluubby,  and  divided  into  numerous  branches,  which 
are  too  flender  to  fupport  themfelves  in  an  eredt  pofition.  The 
VII.  ,K  k main 
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main  Hera  is  covered  with  a greyifh  coloured  bark,  but  the 
young  (hoots  are  green,  and  of  a very  tough  fubftance. 

Leaves  : of  the  winged  kind  ; each  entire  leaf  conli Its  of  three 
°r  tour  pair  of  little  leaves,  and  an  odd  one  at  the  end  of  the 
middle  rib ; thefe  are  Ihort,  pointed  at  the  extremities,  entire  at 
tne  edges,  imooth,  and  of  a deep  greerr  colour. 

Fiowers:  produced  in  finall  clutters;  they  are  moderately 
large,  white,  and  very  fragrant. 

F lower-cup:  a (ingle  leaf,  the  mouth  of  which  is  cut  into 
live  ihort,  upright  teeth. 

Blossom  : a (ingle  petal,  with  a very  long  tube,  and  a border, 
which  is  divided  into  five  flat  parts. 

Chives  : two ; they  are  very  fhort,  and  have  very  fmall  tips,. 
W p do  not  ;iPPear  above  the  tubular  part  of  the  blolTom. 

PointaE  : the  feed-bud  is  roundiih,  the  (haft  (lender,  and  the 
fummit  divided. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oval,  fmooth  berry,  made  up  of  two  cap- 
sules, or  divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  large,  of  an  oval,  oblong  figure,  con- 

vex  on  one  fide,  flat  on  the  other,  and  covered  with  a mem- 
brane. 


This  fhrub  13  of  Eaft-Indian  origin,  though  it  is  now  focom, 
mon  with  us,  and  bears  the  feverity  of  our  climate  fo  well. 

The  flowers  are  the  part  to  be  made  ufe  of.  An  infufion  of  five 
or  fix  ounces  of  them  picked  clean  from  the  leaves,  in  a quart  of* 
boiling  water,  being  (trained  off,  and  boiled  into  a fyrup,  with  the 
addition  of  a fufficient  quantity  of  honey,  is  an  excellent  medi- 
cine in  coughs,  hoarfenefies,  and  other  diforders  of  the  bread. 
There  is  alfo  an  oil  , or  as  it  is  commonly  called,  an  efience  pre- 
pared from  thefe  flowers,  which'is  uied  in  perfumes,  but  feldotn 
applied  to  any  medical  purpofes. 


JESUIT  s BAR  K.  Tree, 

PERUVIAN  BARK. 

Cinchona  Officinalis,  y.  I. 

« 

Root  .-  woody,  large,  fpreading,  arid  covered  with  a grevifa 
bark. 

Si  em:  tree-like,  about  a foot  in  diameter,  covered  with. a 
thick,  rough,  reddifh  brown  bark,  very  full  of  branches,  and 

about. twenty  feet  high.  , 


Leaves; 
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Leaves:  produced  in  pairs  ; they  have  fhort  leaf- ftalks,  and 
are  of  an  oblong,  oval  figure,  fharp  pointed,  entiie  on  the  edges, 
about  three  inches  long,  two  broad,  and  of  a thickifh  fubftance. 
A prominent  rib  runs  along  the  middle  of  each  leaf,  and  fends 
off  a great  number  of  branching  veins  on  either  fide. 

Flowers:  produced  in  tufts  from  the  bofom  of  the  leaves, 
near  the  extremities  of  the  branches;  they  arc  fmall,  and  before 
opening  very  much  refemble  the  flowers  of -lavender,  both  in  co- 
lour and  fliape,  but  after  expanding  they  are  of  a duiky  red  co- 
lour on  the  outiide,  with  a downy  fubftance  Scattered  over  them, 
but  of  a very  bright  and  beautiful  red  within,  particularly  to- 
wards the  center. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  bell-fhaped  leaf,  dividedinto  five  teeth 
at  the  mouth,  or  margin. 

Blossom:  a funnel-fhaped  petal,  with  a long  tube ; it  is  di- 
vided at  the  border  into  five  oblong  fegments,  which  are  fhorter 
than  the  tubular  part,  and  woolly  at  the  top. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fmall,  and  have  oblong  tips, 
which  rife  no  higher  than  the  throat,  or  upper  part  of  the 
tube.  s 

Pcintal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifl),  and  fituated  beneath  the 
blofiom  ; the  fhaft  nearly  twice  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  termi- 
nated by  a thick,  oblong,  Ample  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong  capfule,  dividing  into  two  parts. 

Seeds:  very  numerous,  of  an  oblong  form,  but  a little  com- 
prefkd,  and  furnifhed  with  a margin. 

Jt  is  a native  of  Peru,  and  fome  other  parts  of  South  America, 
fcut  is  po  whet e found  in  greater  plenty  than  on  the  mountains 
about  Loxa.  The  bark  of  this  tree  is  brought  to  us  in  pieces 
cf  different  fizes,  fome  of  which  are  rolled  lip  in  thick  fhort 
quills,  and  others  are  flat ; the  outfide  is  brownifh,  and  has  ge- 
nerally a whitifh  mofs  on  it  ; the  infide  is  of  a yellowifh,  red- 
dilh,  or  rufly  iron  colour.  The  beft  fort  is  bitter,  refinous, 
breaks  fhort  and  fmootli,  and  is  eafily  reduced  to  powder. 

The  great  number  of  complaints  in  which  this  medicine  may 
be  advantageoufly  employed,  f'eem  to  entitle  it  to  the  character 
of  an  univerfal  one.  In  many  diforders  it  is  a fovereign  fpecific, 
and  every  practitioner  finds  by  daily  experience,  that  its  ufe  may 
ftiil  be  carried  to  a greater  extent  of  cafes.  Its  firft:  and  princi- 
pal operation  appears  to  be  the  ftrengthening  of  the  folids,  and 
however  varioufly  its  falutary  effeifts  pray  appear,  they  are  un- 
doubtedly the  confluences  of  their  general  property  or  power. 

K k a la 
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In  all  disorders  where  the  bark  is  found  ferviceable,  other  mcdi. 
tines  of  an  altnngent  or  bitter  nature  may  be  ufed,  *nd  will  be 
found  ferviceable,  though  net  fo  elfeaual,  as  that  when  it  is 
given  m fub  fiance,  which  it  always  fhould  be  where  the  ftomach 
'i  bear  it,  a?  none  of  its  preparations  contain  all  its  parts,  and 
none  of  its  parts  feparately  anfwers  fo  well  as  the  whole 
Many  are  intimidated  from  the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  though 
convinced  of  its  falutary  effects,  through  fear  of  its  aftringency. 
Put  there  ,s  very  httle  caufe  to  be  apprehenfive  on  that  account. 
It  rs  a prejudice  for  which  there  is  in  reality  very  little  founda- 

ItTn’a^e  m t,  U-h  "i the  **  * <>fa  Jy  aft^ent  „a"ut 

remiflion  of  th"  f"  * dl'orders  when  on.ce  there  is  a fair 

rem  lhon  of  he  tever,  and  the  pain  which  attends  it  j and  in  re- 
ft/, w 1 e the  pulfe  of  a grown  perfon  does  not  exceed  feventy 
fliokes  m a minute,  it  is  fafe  and  nfeful.  7 

So  far  from  caufing  obftruffionsin  any  part  of  the  body,  it  in 
many  m fiances  removes  fuch  as  are  already  formed,  as  is  fre- 

cafe”  yitehPeKe0Ced  ^ glandular  fwellin*s’  ^ fcropbulou, 
*es  It  lias  been  given  to  women  two  days  after  delivery  with 

leffenL?f  7 7°^  °J  3 d,achm  evCr>’ three  ^urs,  without 
cl  enmg  the  lochia,  and  during  the  natural  flux  of  the  menfes 

wthout  in  the  leaft  interrupting  them,  and  even  in  the  confluent 

‘ ,a  pox  the  ufe  of  it  does  not  lefien  the  fpitting.  From 

t!,e  aftringency  of  this  medicine  is  too 
- g t to  obftrudt  either  any  natural  or  critical  difeharge ; and 

therefore,  whenever  its  ufe  is  indicated  on  other  accounts  it 
may  be  fredy  adminiftered  without  running  any  rilk  of  doing 
i c lie  by  its  aftringency.  If  ever  any  injury  was  fuftained  by 

77 a Cafe  t0  M'llich  !t  is  ac^aPted,  a too  late,  and  not  too 
e“  y aam<mftration  is  generally  to  be  blamed. 

refn  !'!  peIebrated  for  its  cfficacy  in  fevers,  and  in  this 
rcipet  ,t  ft,U  maintains  its  reputation.  It  is  the  principal  thin- 
i°  be  depended  on  in  all  kinds  of  fevers  : if  given  in  the  ardent 
xvhen  they  are  once  brought  to  intermit,  it  generally  effefis  a 
cure.  In  the  low  kinds  of  fevers  its  effetfs  are  equally  falutary 
but  its  Ufe  fhould  be  begun  much  earlier.  In  agues,  and  all 
other  intermitting  complaints,  it  isalmofta  certain  remedy. 

Foul  ulcers,  by  a free  ufe  of  the  Bark,  are  foon  reduced  to  a 
beal’.ng  ftate ; it  refolves  glandular  tumours,  and  promotes  a lau- 
ab  e ffippuration  in  thofe  of  an  inflammatory  nature. 

Put  it  fhould  be  noticed,  that  as  the  judicious  ufe  of  thismedi. 
erne  is  f0  extenfively  beneficial,  fo  an  improper  one  may  be  pro- 
eludlive  of  as  ill  confequencca.  For  though  it  is  an  excellent 

febrifuge. 
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febrifuge,  its  ufe  in  ardent  fevers  is  only  in  the  time  of  their  in- 
termitting, for  when  the  fibres  are  tenfe,  its  ufe  is  not  neceflary j 
iis>primary  effedt  being  to  increafe  their  firmnefs,  mud  in  this 
cafe  render  it  highly  improper  to  be  adminifiered.  And  though 
it  is  one  of  the  mod  potent  antifeptics,  or  refifters  of  putrefac- 
tion, yet  in  mortifications,  attended  with  a fulnefs  of  the  pulfe, 
or  fuch  as  arife  from  too  large  a quantity  of  blood,  its  ufe  fhould 
not  be  admitted,  but  in  fuch  mortifications  as  originate  in  a po- 
verty of  that  vita]  fluid  it  is  truly  excellent,  and  cannot  well  be 
ufed  too  freely.  Thofe  who  cannot  take  the  Eark  in  fubftance, 
may  infufe  an  ounce  of  it  reduced  to  a fine  powder  in  three  quar- 
ters of  .a  pint  of  cold  fpring  water  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  and 
then  pour  it  clear  off.  Three  or  four  ounces  of  this  infufion  is  a 
moderate  dofe. 

The  manner  in  which  the  virtues  of  this  Bark  was  firft  difeo- 
vered  is  fomething  Angular.  A great  number  of  the  trees  which 
fnrrounded  a lake  near  a town  in  Peru,  were  torn  up  by  an 
earthquake  and  thrown  into  the  water,  which  they  rendered  bit- 
ter. An  Indian,  urged  by  his  third,  during  a fever  under  which 
he  laboured,  drank  plentifully  of  this  water,  bccaufe  he  could 
procure  no  other,  and  obferving  that  he  foon  recovered,  he  re- 
lated the  cafe  to  others,  who  laboured  under  timilar  circurn- 
ftances,  and  on  following  h rs  example,  were  likewife  cured.  On 
this,  enquiry  was  made,  and  it  was  foon  difeovered  that  the 
water  derived  its  virtue  from  the  trees  ; and  prefently  after,  that 
the  medicinal  virtues  redded  in  the  bark;  of  them  only.  About 
the  year  1640  a Spanifh  foldier  being  quartered  in  the  houfe  of  an 
Indian,  was  feized  with  an  ague,  and  he  compaffionating  his 
cafe,  told  him  of  a remedy,  which  was  no  ether  than  the  bark, 
with  which  he  cured  himfelf,  and  afterwards  many  of  his  com- 
rades. At  length  the  Vice  Queen,  wife  of  the  Count  de  Cinchon, 
then  Viceroy  of  Peru,  was  by  this  fame  foldier  cured  of  an  inter- 
mitting fever  with  the  fame  medicine.  Soon  after  this  it  was 
brought  to  Rome,  from  whence  it  1'pread  into  France  and  Eng- 
land, and  at  length  became  general.  For  a more  particular  ac- 
count of  the  bark  and  its  various  properties,  read  Lewis,  New- 
man, Motbcrby , and  Percival. 
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Clutja  E later  la,  22.  jj. 

Root  : woody,  divided,  and  Threading. 

Stem:  fhrubby,  covered  with  a brown  unequal  barb,  divided 
into  numerous  (lender  branches,  and  eight  or  ten  feet  high. 

Leaves:  heart-fhaped,  pointed,  flefliy,  entire  on  the  edges, 
jpid  of  a dai  k green  colour. 

Flowep.s  : -barren  and  fertile  on  diftindt  plants;  they  are 
fmall,  and  of  a greenifh  white  colour. 

Flower-cup-,  of  the  barren  flower,  formed  of  five  qbtufc, 
egg-fhaped,  concave,  expanding  leaves. 

Blossom  : compoled  of  five  heart  .fhaped,  fpreading  petals, 
with  Rat  lbort  claws.  Within  the  petals,  and  placed  in  an  orbi- 
cular manner,  are  found  five  honey-cups,  each  of  which  is  di- 
vided into  three  parts,  and  contains  another  within  it,  which  re- 
fembles  a little  gland,  and  bears  a honey-like  juice  at  the  top. 

Chives:  five;  they  grow  to  the  ©fiddle  of  the  ifc.aft,  expand 
, in  an  horizontal  direction,  and  are  furnifhed  with  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  wanting  ; but  its  place  is  occupied 
by  a very  long  fhaft,  lopped  at  the  end,  and  fupports  the  chives, 
which  are  attached  to  its  middle. 

Flower  - cup : of  the  fertile  flower,  as  m the  barren  one. 

Blossom  : the  fame,  excepting  that  there  are  none  of  the  in- 
ner honey  cups. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifli,  and  fupports  three  fliafts, 
which  are  each  of  them  divided  into  two  parts,  and  refleifiedj 
with  obtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a rugged,  globular  capfule,  marked  with 
fix  furrows  on  the  rtutfide,  and  divided  internally  into  three 

cells. 

Seeds  : folitary,  roundifli,  glcfly,  and  furnifhed  with  an  ap- 
pendage at  the  top. 

It  ip  a native  of  the  Bahama  iflands,  from  whence  we  receive 
the  bark,  which  conies  to  us  in  curled  pieces,  or  rolled  up 
into  fhort  quills,  about  an  inch  in  width.  It  is  covered  on  the 
out  fide  with  a rough  whitilh  matter,  and  is  brownifh  on  the 
iamer  fide. 

This 
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This  bark  when  freed  from  the  outermoft  white  coat,  which 
is  infipid,  has  alight  agreeable  fragrant  ftnell,  and -a  mode- 
rately bitter  tafte,  accompanied  with  a confiderable  aromatic 
warmth. 

It  is  a warm  flomachic,  and  corroborant,  and  is  good  in  flatu- 
lent cholics,  internal  haemorrhages,  the  bloody  flux,  and  inter- 
mitting fevers,  for  which  laft  purpofes  it  is  by  fom-e  preferred  to 
the  Peruvian  Bark  itfelf. 

J O H NTs  W O R T. 

Hypericum  Perforatum,  i&.  4. 

Root  : perennial',  long,  {lender,  of  a woody  fubftance,  di- 
vided, and  fpreading. 

Stem;  firm,  upright,  nearly  two  edged,  divided  into  nume- 
rous branches  towards  the  top,  and  about  a foot,  or  eighteen 
inches  high. 

Leaves  : growing  oppofite,  without  leaf-ftalks  ; they  are  of 
an  oblong  form,  entire  on  the  edges,  of  a deep  green  colour,  and 
when  held  up  to  the  light  appear  as  if  perforated  with  feveral 
fmall  holes. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  and  branches  in  large  tufts; 
they  are  intermixed  with  awl-fliaped  floral  leaves,  large,  and  of 
a mod:  beantifuf  yellow  colour. 

Flower -cup:  a Angle  leaf,  divided  into  five  egg  fhaped  con- 
cave fegments. 

. Blossom:  compofed  of  five  petals,  which  are  of  an  oblong 
form,  blunt  at  the  ends,  fpreading,  and  frequently  marked  near 
the  edges  with  black  dots  or  lines. 

Chives:  numerous  (thirty  or  more)  they  are  very  fiender, 
and  unite  at  the  bafe  into  three,  or  fometimes  five,  diltindt  fels.. 
The  tips  are  very  fmall. 

Poin’tal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,.  flipporting  feveral  (one,, 
two,  or  five)  limple  lhafts,  placed  at  a diftance  from  each 
other,  and  furnifhed  with  Ample  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  capfule,  divided  into  as  many  cells, 
or  partitions,  as  there  are  lhafts. 

Seeds:  feveral;  they  are  fmall,  and  of  an  oblong  figure. 

It  is  common  in  dry  fituations,  byroad  fides,  &c.  and  flowess 
in  3une. 

The  virtues  attributed  to  this  plant  are  at  once  numerous  and 
▼cry  wonderful,  but  we  fhall  only  enumerate  fuch  of  them 
. - as 
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*9  appear  credible.  • A decodtion  of  the  herb  is  a good  lotion  fur 
old  lores  and  u.cers,  and  the  oil  tXdiich  is  made  by  infufine  the 
flowers  in  o.l  of  olives,  cafes  pain,  and  is  of  a balfamic  nature 
An  infufion  of  the  yoUng  tops  is  good  in  the  jaundice  ; its  opera- 
tion is  by  urine,  the  quantity  of  which  it  confiderably  increafes 
if  the  ufe  ol  it  be  continued  for  f'onie  time.  The  exprcffbd 
juice  is  a remedy  for  fpitting  of  blood,  and  the  powdered  leaves 
are  frequently  g.ven  by  country  people  for  the  worms,  likewife 
m gouty  and  rheumatic  complaints,  and  in  agues.  A ltrong 
tin  dure  of  the  flowers  in  white  wide  has  the  credit  of  being  pe- 
cuiiaily  feiviceable  in  nervous  and  hypochondriacal  complaints  * 
but  I am  apprehenli ve  that  there  is  little  ground  for  faith  to 
build  upon,  refpeding  its  frflutary  effects  in  thefe  cafes. 


IPECACUANHA. 


Euphorbia  Ipecacuanha,  it.  3. 

■Root:  perennial,  about  the  thicknefs  of  a goofe-quill,  very 
unequal,  full  of  knots,  varioufly  bent  and  contorted,  and  hung 
with  numerous  fmall  fibres. 

Stem:  upright,  round,  fmpeth,  forked,  and  about  a foot 
high. 

Leaves:  oval,  but  fliarp  pointed,  very  entire  at  the  edges, 
and  of  a light  green  colour. 

Flowers:  fupported  fingly  on  longifli  leaf-ftalks,  which  rife 
from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves,  and  equal  them  in  length ; they 
are  fmall,  and  of  a greenifn  colour. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a finglefleaf,  which  is  a little  bellied, 
marked  with  four  notches  at  the  mouth,  and  does  not  fall  off. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  four  or  five  thick  gibbous,  lopped 
petals,  which  are  placed  alternately  with  the  teeth  of  the  flower- 
cup,  and  attached  to  its  margin  by  their  claws. 

Chives:  twelve,  or  more,  in  each  flower;  they  are  flender, 
jointed,  infertedinto  the  receptacle,  longer  than  the  petals,  and 
come  forth  at  different  times.  The  tips  are  double,  but  of  a 
roundifh  form. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fomewhat  three  cornered,  and  fup- 
ported on  a fhort  pedicle.  It  is  fun  iflied  with  three  cloven 
ffiafts,  which  terminate  in  oblufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundifh  capflde,  divided  externally  by  three 
furrows,  and  inwardly  into  as  many  cells. 

Seeds  folitary,  large,  and  roundifh. 

*1  ' • If 


FAMILY  HERBAL.  257 

/. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Spanifh  Welt-Indies,  and  from  thence  our 
ihops  arefupplied  with  the  roots. 

Thefe  when  dried  and  reduced  to  powder  afford  the  mildeft 
emetic  that  has  yet  been  difcovered,  and  which  may  be  ventured 
on  in  almoft  every  cafe  where  the  ftomach  requires  to  be  unload- 
ed of  its  contents.  The  common  dofe  when  it  is  intended  to 
vomit,  is  from  ten  grains  to  a fcruple  for  a grown  perfon,  and 
in  proportion  for  others. 

Ipecacuanha  was  introduced  a confiderable  time  lince  into 
practice,  as  a fpecific  in  the  bloody  flux,  and  repeated  experi- 
ments have  eftablifhed  its  reputation,  and  confirmed  its  efficacy 
in  this  dreadful  difeafe,  not  only  when  given  as  an  emetic,  but 
in  fuch  fmall  dofes  as  fcarcely  produce  any  vtlible  effedt.  In  the 
(lighter  kinds  of  the  difeafe  it  commonly  performs  a cure  in  a 
very  fhort  time,  not  by  adling  as  an  aftringent,  but  apparently 
by  promoting  a gentle  perfpiration,  which  is  here  for  the  molt 
part  obftruQed.  Molt  of  the  common  fudorifics,  or  fweating 
medicines,  in  thefe  cafes  pafs  off  without  producing  any  effedl. 
But  if  after  taking  a puke  of  Ipecacuanha,  the  patient  is  covered 
up  warm  injbed,a  gentlefweating  foon  fucceeds,  by  which  thedif- 
cafe  is  often  terminated  at  once.  But  though  in  the  putrid  or  ma- 
lignant kinds  of  this  difeafe,  it  is  not  fo  fpeedily  efficacious,  it 
fliould  by  no  means  be  omitted,  either  in  fmall  dofes  by  itfelf, 
or  joined  with  fuch  other  medicines  as  the  cafe  may  require. 
See  Pringle , Le^wis,  Motherby , Akenftde. 

JUJUBE.  Tree. 

t Rhamnus  Jujuba,  5.  I. 

Root  : woody,  thick,  and  fpreading. 

Stem  : tree-like;  it  is  covered  with  a brownifh  bark,  divided 
into  numerous  branches,  which  are  furnilhed  with  folitary  re- 
curved prickles.  It  rifes  to  the  height  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
feet. 

Leaves  : growing  alternately  on  the  branches;  they  are  of  an 
oval  figure,  about  an  inch  and  half  long,  and  an  inch  broad, 
obtufely  pointed,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a pale  green  co- 
lour, 

Flowers  : produced  in  fmall  clutters  from  the  bofoms  of  the 
leaves  ; they  are  fmall,  and  of  a greenilh  colour. 

Flower-cup  : wanting, 

VII.  LI  Blossom. 
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Blossom  : formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  imperforated  at 
the  bottom,  white  on  the  outfide,  {lightly  coloured  within,  and 
divided  at  the  mouth  into  five  fmall  fegments.  There  are  five 
fmall  fcales  in  each  blofiom,  one  of  which'  is  placed  at  the  bafe 
of  each  divifion. 

Chivts:  five;  they  are  awl  fhaped,  inferted  on  the  fides  of 
the  blofiom  under  the  above-mentioned  fcales,  and  furnifhed 
With  fmall  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  iS  roundilh,  and  fupports  two  flender 
fhafts,  with  obtufe  divided  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  berry,  about  the  fize  of  a common 
plumb;  it  includes  a nut,  or  ftor.e,  which  is  divided  into  two 
cells. 

Seeds  : folitary,  and  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  particularly  the 
fouth  of  France,  and  Italy,  where  it  produces  its  flowers  early 
in  the  fu  miner  feafon. 

The  fruit  is  reckoned  warm,  moiftening,  and  good  for 
diforders  of  the  breaft,  fuch  as  colds,  coughs,  hoarfenefs,  & c. 
A decoftion  of  the  roots  and  branches  is  employed  in  the  parts 
where  it  is  a native,  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  it  is  faid  fuccets- 
fully.  Milm. 

The  fruit  was  formerly  brought  over  to  us  dried,  but  we  fel-' 
dom  meet  with  it  now.  In  Spain  and  Italy  they  are  ferved  up 
in  defertsas  a dried  fweetmeat  during  the  fummer  feafon  ; they 
have  an  agreeable,  but  fomewhat  infipid  tafie. 

IGNATIUS’S  BEAN  TREE. 

Ignatia  Amara , 5.  I. 

Root:  woody,  large,  and  fpreading  to  a great  diftance. 

Stem  : woody,  angular,  as  thick  as  a man’s  arm,  but  of  a 
foft,  light  fubftance,  and  too  weak  to  fupport  itfelf  without  the 
afliftance  of  a tree,  or  fome  other  body  for  it  to  climb  on,  but 
when  it  meets  with  a fuitable  fupport  it  rifes  to  a very  great 
height. 

Leaves  : very  large,  of  an  oblong  figure,  entire  at  the  edges, 
marked  with  feveral  high  ribs  on  the  furface,  and  of  a dark  green 
colour. 

Flowers  : large,  and  of  a red  colour. 

Flowek.-cup  : formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  which  is  fhort,  bell- 
fhaped,  and  cut  at  the  mouth  into  five  upright,  egg-fhaped  teeth. 

r Blossom: 
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Blossom  : a (ingle  funnel-fhaped  petal,  with  a very  long 
(lender  tube,  and  a border  divided  into  five  oblong,  blunt  feg- 
ments. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  as  long  as  the  tubular  part  of  the  blof- 
fom,  and  the  tips  converge  fo  as  to  join  into  an  oblong,  five  cor- 


nered, hairy  column, 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  very  fmall,  egg-lhaped,  and  very 
fmooth ; the  (haft  very  (lender,  equal  in  length  to  the  chives, 
and  terminated  by  a (lender  fummit,  which  is  divided  into  two 


awl-(haped  parts. 

Seed-vessel:  large,  refembling  a pear  in  form,  with  a (tone 
or  r.ut  withinfide  of  the  pulp,  which  is  filled  with  feveral 

Seeds  : or  kernels,  of  various  figures ; they  are  about  the  fize 
of  a filbert,  very  fmooth,  and  of  a folid  horny  fubftance.  Some 
of  them  are  fix,  and  fome  four  cornered. 


It  is  a native  of  the  Weft-Indies. 

The  feeds  are  the  parts  to  be  ufed  in  medicine,  and  thefe 
fhould  not  be  given  without  great  caution,  as  their  operation  is 
at  all  times  very  rough  and  difagreeable.  In  fmall  dofes,  they 
vomit  and  purge,  and  fometimes  occalion  convulfions;  but  it  is 
much  better  given  in  tindture  than  in  fubftance,  for  in  that  form 
it  is  never  productive  of  thofe  difagreeable  effedts  with  which  it 
is  attended  when  adminiftered  in  powder.  It  is  fin'd  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent medicine  in  nervous  complaints,  and  if  given  in  proper 
dofes  for  a confiderable  time,  feldom  fails  of  curing  the  falling 
ficknefs.  Some  have  given  the  powder  in  very  fmall  dofes  for 
the  worms,  with  great  fuccefs,  but  it  is  fo  extremely  bitter  and 
naufeous,  and  its  tafte  continues  fo  long  in  the  mouth  and 
throat,  that  very  few  will  venture  to  take  it  a fecond  time.  For 
this  reafon  it  is  very  much  negledted  at  prefent,  and  gentler 
medicines  are  fubftituted  in  its  dead,  but  none  of  them  are 
equally  efficacious.  It  will  often  prove  ferviceable  in  cafes  which 
baffle  the  efforts  of  common  medicines. 


JULY  FLOWER.  The  white  Stock. 

Cheirantbus  Incan  us,  15.  2, 

Root:  biennial,  or  perennial,  large,  and  fpreading. 

Stem  : round,  thick,  upright,  ot  a woody  fubftance,  divided, 
towards  the  top  into  numerous  branches,  and  three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : fcattered,  crowded,  long,  narrow,  entire  on  the 
edges,  obtufely  pointed,  and  hairy. 
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Flowers  : produced  in  longifh  fpikes,  which  terminate  the 
branches;  they  are  large,  and  fometimes  white,  but  are  fre- 
quently purple. 

Flower  cup:  formed  of  four  upright,  concave,  fharp 
pointed  leaves,  two  of  which  have  a little  hunch  at  the  bale. 
They  all  drop  off  foon  after  the  expanfion  of  the  flower. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  four  roundifh  petals,  the  claws  of 
which  are  equal  in  length  to  the  flower-cup. 

Chives  : fix  ; they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  equal  to  the  claws  of 
the  petals  in  length,  but  two  of  them  are  fhorter  than  thb  others. 
The  tips  ftand  in  an  erect  pofition,  and  are  cloven  at  the  bafe, 
but  fharply  pointed,  and  reflected'  at  the  tops.  There  is  at  the 
bafe  of  the  chives  a glandular  honey  cup,  which  furrounds  them 
on  all  fides. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  four  cornered,  as  long  as  the 
chives,  and  marked  on  each  fide  with  a fmall  tubercle;  the 
ihaft  is  very  fhort  and  comprefled ; it  fupports  a thickifti  ob- 
long fhaft,  which  is  divided  into  two  refledted  parts 

Seed-vessel:  a long  comprefled  pod,,  divided  into  two 
cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  nearly  egg-fbaped,  but  fiattifh,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  a membranous  border. 

It  is  a native  of  Spain,  but  common  enough  in  our  gardens, 
where  it  flowers  in  July  and  Auguft.  ^ 

An  infufion  of  the  frefh  gathered  flowers  excites  themenftrual 
difcharge,  and  operates  pretty  brifkly  by  urine.  An  ointment 
made  by  boiling  them  in  hog’s  liquor,  is  good  for  fore  nipple* 
and  chapt  hands. 

JUNIPER.  Bush. 

t 

Juniperus  Communis,  32.  13. 

Root:  woody,  long,  tough,  and  hung  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Stem  : fhrubby,  covered  with  a reddifh  brown  bark,  and 
divided  into  a great  number  of  branches,  which  are  of  a tough 
fubftance. 

Li  aves  : very  numerous;  they  are  produced  by  threes,  and 
are  long,  nariow,  fharp  pointed,  or  rather  prickly  at  the  ends, 
and- of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers  : barren  and  fertile  on  diftimfl  plants;  they  are  of 
a yellowifh  colour,  but  fmall  and  inconfiderable. 


Flower- 
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Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  a conical  catkin,  com- 
pofed  often  flowers,  each  of  which  has  for  its  bafe  a broad  fcale, 
fixed  Tideways  to  the  pedicle  of  the  catkin. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives  : three  ; they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  unite  at  the  bafe 
into  a Angle  body.'  The  tips  in  the  floret  which  terminate  the 
catkin  are  diftinrft,  but  in  the  lateral  ones  they  are  attached  to 
the  fcales  ot  the  flower-cup. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  fertile  flower,  compofed  of  three  very 
fmall  parts,  which  unite  with  the  feed-bud. 

Blossom  : formed  of  three  fmall  pointed  petals. 

Pcintal  : the  feed-bud  is  Gtuated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
fupports  three  Ihort  fhafts,  with  Ample  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifli  flefhy  berry,  marked  on  the  lower 
part  with  three  oppoflte  tubercles,  or  little  knobs;  they  are  of 
a blackifh  colour  when  ripe,  but  are  two  years  before  they  ar- 
rive at  maturity. 

It  is  a common  flirub  on  heaths  and  in  woods,  in  many  parts 
of  Europe,  and  though  not  fo  frequent  in  England  as  in  fome 
other  countries,  it  is  fometimes  found  wild  with  us, 5 and  pro- 
duces its  flowers  in  the  fpring  months. 

The  berries  have  a moderately  ftrong,  but  not  difagreeable 
fmell,  and  are  warm  and  pungent  to  the  tafte,  with  fometfiing 
of  fweetnefs  at  firft,  but  if  they  are  long  chewed,  or  previoufly 
bruifed,  a conflderable  bitternefs  manifefts  itfelf.  Thefe  berries 
are  of  a warm,  cleanflng,  diuretic  nature,  for  which  reafons 
they  are  excellent  in  cholicky  complaints,  and  the  ftone  and 
gravel.  There  is  an  eflential  oil  diftilled  from  them,  which 
operates  very  powerfully  by  urine,  and  approaches  to  the  nature 
of  oil  of  turpentine.  A rob  or  jelly  may  be  made  of  them,  which 
is  very  well  adapted  to  thofe  cafes  where  the  more  ftimulating 
medicines  of  this  kind  would  be  improper,  or  prejudicial,  as  in 
catarrhs,  or  defluxion  of  humour  on  the  lungs,  bread,  and  parts 
adjacent ; alfo  in  weaknrls  and  debility  of  the  ftomnch  and  intef- 
tines,  difficulty  of  making  water  in  people  of  an  advanced  age, 
and  other  flmilar  diforders. 

In  the  warmer  climates,  particularly  on  the  coafl  of  Africa, 
there  flows  from  another  fpecies  of  juniper  a kind  of  refinous 
juice,  which  hardens  into  pale  yellowifli  tears  of  various  figures 
and  fizes.  This  is  kept  in  the  fliops  under  the  title  of  Gum 
Juniper,  and  has  been  fometimes  given  internally  for  haemorr- 
hages, fluxes,  ulcers,  &c.  but  its  principal  ufe  is  in  external 
applications  to  wounds,  & c.  for  which,  with  the  addition  of  a 
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fufficient  quantity  of  brandy,  it  makes  a very  ufeful  tindture. 
Lewis. 

The  wood  of  the  Juniper  tree  is  a promoter  of  perfpiration, 
and  is  fuppofed  by  many  to  be  equally  efficacious  in  the  French 
difeafe  with  thofe  of  guaiacum  and  fafiafras.  A decodion  of  the 
berries  is  good  in  hyfteric  complaints,  old  coughs,  flatulent  dif- 
orders,  and  the  hooping  cough.  The  liquor  called  geneva  is 
\ diddled  from  thefe  berries,  but  that  which  is  commonly  fold 
under  that  title  is  nothing  more  than  a compofition  of  malt,  fpi«. 
rits  and  oil  of  turpentine. 


Roots  : fmall,  woody,  creeping,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  woody,  thick,  climbing,  and  covered  with  a rough 
brown  bark.  It  fometimes  runs  along  the  ground  for  want  of 
fupport,  but  more  frequently  attaches  itfelf  to  a tree,  or  fome 
kind  of  Building,  and  is  divided  into  a multitude  of  branches. 

Leaves:  varying  much  in  figure;  fome  are  oblong,  others 
angular,  and  others  divided  into  three  lobes.  They  remain  on 
the  tree  perpetually,  and  are  of  a dark  ffiining  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  little  clufters;  they  are  fmall,  and  of 
a greeniffi  white  colour. 

Flower-cup  : very  fmall,  and  marked  at  the  mouth  with  five 
teeth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  oblong,  expanding  petals,  which 
turn  inwards  at  the  extremities. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-flraped,  upright,  as  long  as  the 
petals,  and  furnithed  with  tips,  which  are  forked  at  the  bafe, 
and  fixed  fideways  to  the  threads. 

Pointal  : the  feed  bud  is  nearly  of  an  oval  fliape,  and  fup- 
ports  a very  fliort  Ample  ffiaft,  with  a fmall  roundiffi  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifli  berry,  .which  is  blackilh  when 
ripe. 

Seeds:  five  in  each  berry ; they  arc  large,  and  have  a kind 
of  hunch  on  the  one  fide,  but  are  angular  on  the  other, 

Tt  is  common  in  woods  and  hedges,  and  bloflbms  in  Odlobcr. 

The  leaves  are  very  naufeous  to  the  tafte,  aniare  ufed  by  tha 
Germans  as  a certain  remedy  for  the  atrophy,  or  confumption 
in  children.  Haller* 
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Country  people  apply  them  to  ifTues  to  increafe  the  dif- 
charge.  The  berrie9  taken  inwardly  both  purge  and  vomit. 
Withering. 

A decodlion  of  the  leaves  deftroys  vermin  in  the  heads  of 
qhildren,  and  heals  the  forenefs  which  they  occafion.  An  infu- 
fion  of  the  berries  purges,  and  will  fometimes  vomit  as  well,  but 
there  is  no  harm  in  that.  They  are  frequently  found  fervice- 
able  in  rheumatic  complaints,  and  are  reported  to  have  cured 
dropfical  ones.  Tire  juice  fnuffed  up  the  nofe  occafipns  a pretty 
confiderable  difckarge  of  mucHS,  and  watry  humours  from  the 
head. 


KIDNEY  WORT. 

1 

NAVEL  WORT,  WALL  PENNYWORT. 

Cotyledon  Umbilicus , io.  5. 

Root  : perennial,  roundifh,  and  furnifhed  with  numerous 
fibres,  which  proceed  from  the  bottom. 

Leaves:  very  numerous;  they  life. from  the  root  in  a pretty 
Jarge  and  regular  duller,  and  are  fupported  on  longilh  leaf- 
ftalks,  which  are  inferted  into  the  center  of  the  leaves,  and  not 
into  the  fides  as  is  common  in  the  generality  of  plants.  They 
are  of  a roundifh  form,  concave,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of 
a light  green  colour. 

Stem  : round,  or  but  nightly  angular,  upright,  a little  branch- 
ed at  the  top,  of  a red,  or  purplifh  colour,  and  decorated  with 
a number  of  leaves,  which  ftand  irregularly  on  it.  The  form  of 
thefe  leaves  is  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  that  proceed  immedi- 
ately from  the  root,  but  they  are  not  quite  fo  round,  and  the 
leaf-ftalk  is  inferted  much  nearer  the  edges. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  a longilh  fpike  ; they  are 
placed  on  fliort  feparate  fruit-ftalks,  and  droop,  or  hang  with 
their  mouths  downwards,  and  at  the  back  of  each  fruit-ftalk 
there  is  a little  pointed  floral  leaf.  The  flowers  are  of  a greenilh 
colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  with  five  fharp  teeth 
at  the  margin. 

Blossom  : a fingle  bell-fhaped  petal,  divided  into  five  fliort 
fegments,  and  at  the  bafe  of  each  feed-bud  there  is  a honey- 
cup,  formed  of  a fmall  hollow  fcale. 

Chives:  ten;  they  arc  awl-fliaped,  ftraight,  as  long  as  the 
blofiom,  and  furnifhed  with  upright  tips,  each  of  which  is  mark- 
ed with  four  furrows. 
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Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  five  in  number  in  each  flower; 
they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  rather  thick,  and  terminated  in 
awl-fliaped  fhafts,  which  are  longer  than  the  chives,  and  fup- 
port  Ample,  refledted  fummits. 

Seed-vessels:  five  oblong,  diftended,  tapering  capfules, 
which  open  longitudinally  on  the  infide. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  fmall. 

It  is  found  on  old  walls,  and  among  the  cliffs  of  rocks  in  many 
places.  The  flowers  appear  in  June  or  July. 

The  juice  of  the  leaves  taken  inwardly  is  coobng,  and  of  a 
diuretic  quality.  Outwardly  applied  it  helps  the  fhingles,  Saint 
Anthony’s  fire,  the  piles,  and  eafes  the  pain  of  chilblains,  or 
kibes. 

KIDNEY  BEAN. 

FRENCH  BEAN. 

\ 

Phafeolus  Vulgaris,  17.  4. 

Root  : annual,  oblong,  llender,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  round,  and  weak;  it  climbs  by  twilling  itfelf  round 
any  thing  that  Hands  near  it,  and  will  rife  to  the  height  of  ten  or 
twelve  feet. 

Leaves:  placed  by  threes  on  longilh  leaf-ftalks ; they  are 
large,  oval,  pointed  at  the  ends,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a 
dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  little  clutters ; they  are  moderately 
large,  and  of  a molt  beautiful  fcartet  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  which  is  divided  into 
two  lips,  the  uppermoft  of  which  is  notched  at  the  end ; the 
tinder  one  is  divided  into  three  little  teeth. 

Blossom  : butterfly-fliaped  ; the  ftandard,  or  upper  petal,  is 
heart-ihaped,  obtufe,  notched  at  the  end.  and  reflected  at  the 
fides;  the  wings,  or  fide  petals,  are  egg-lhaped,  and  furniftied 
with  longifh  claws;  the  keel,  or  lower  petal,  is  bent  in  a lpiral 
direction. 

Chives:  ten,  intwofets;  they  are  contained  in  the  fpiral 
keel,  and  have  fimple  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  a little  comprcfied,  and 
covered  with  a downy,  or  woolly  lubltauce ; the  Ihaft  is  flen- 
der,  fpirally  bent,  woolly  towards  the  top,  and  terminated  by 
an  obtufe  fummit. 
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Seed-vessel:  along  compreffed  pod,  of  a tough  leathery 
confidence. 

Seeds:  feveral  in  each  pod;  they  are  oblong,  or  kidney 
fhaped,  and  of  a purple  colour,  fpotted  with  a darker  purple. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  but  is  much  cultivated  in  our 
gardens  for  the  ufe  of  the  table;  it  is  the  young  fhells,  or  pods, 
that  are  eaten,  and  thefe  are  very  wholefome,  but  when  they 
grow  old  they  are  apt  to  occalion  flatulencies  and  indigedion. 
They  are  reported  to  be  of  a diuretic  nature,  and  to  cleanfe  the 
kidneys  and  ureters  of  gravel  and  fabulous  concretions,  but 
they  are  little  regarded  except  for  food. 

KNAPWEED. 

KNOPWEED,  HORSE-KNOPS,  MATSELLON, 
HARD  HEADS,  HARD  IRONS. 

Centaurea  Nigra , 19.  3. 

1 

Root  : perennial ; it  confids  of  numerous  tough  brown 
fibres. 

Stem:  angular,  fcored,  flightly  downy,  upright,  of  a firm 
confidence,  divided  into  feveral  branches,  and  a foot  or  eigh- 
teen inches  high. 

Leaves:  in  general  of  an  oblong  form,  but  fometimes  fo 
deeply  gafhed  as  to  appear  like  winged  ones,  at  other  times 
they  are  only  notched,  and  fome  of  them  are  frequently  very 
entire  on  the  edges.  They  are  of  a dark  green  colour,  deditute 
of  leaf-dalks,  and  more  or  lefs  covered  with  a cottony  matter. 

Flowers  : of  the  compound  kind  ; they  are  large,  and  termi- 
nate the  branches  fingly.  Their  colour  is  a fine  purple,  or  dark 
red. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  many  fealy  leaves,  which  are  dif- 
pofed  in  a tiled  manner,  and  fringed  at  the  extremities,  at  lead 
thofe  that  grow  outermod  are. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  feveral  tubular  florets,  which  are  di- 
vided at  the  mouth  into  five  upright,  drap-lhaped  fegments. 
Thofe  florets  which  occupy  the  central  part  of  the  flower  are  all 
of  them  furnifhed  with  chives  and  pointals,  but  thofe  in  the  cir- 
cumference, or  out  fide,  have  only  pointals,  and  thofe  imperfeft 
ones. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  fhort,  flender,  and  have  their  tips 
united  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder. 

N°  VII.  M m Pointal  : 
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Pointal  : the  feed  bud  is  very  minute,  the  fhaft  thread, 
ihaped,  and  as  long  afsthe  chives,  with  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  and  furnifhed  with  a feather. 

It  is  common  in  fields  and  by  road  Tides,  where  it  blofioms  in 
June. 

**  h ^ whole  plant  is  of  a binding  aftringent  nature.  A decoc- 
tion ot  the  young  tops  is  good  againft  the  bleeding  of  the  piles, 
puiging  of  blood,  and  all  ofher  bleedings.  A flight  infufion  is 
an  excellent  gargle  for  fore  throats.  The  bruifed  leaves  are  a 
good  application  to  recent  wounds,  foon  flopping  the  blood, 
and  afterwards  healing  them. 

KNOT-GRASS. 

Polygonum  Aviculare , 8.  3. 

Root:  annual,  or  biennial,  and  compofed  of  numerous 
fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  trailing,  jointed,  and  divided  into  numer- 
ous branches. 

Leaves:  oblong,  fome  pointed,  and  others  obtufe;  they  are 
und:vided  at  the  edges,  and  of  a pale-green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  by  two  or  three  together  in  the  bofoms 
of  the  leaves  ; they  are  fmall,  and  commonly  white,  but  fome- 
times  of  an  elegant  pale  crimfon  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  divided  into 
five  fhort  fegments,  and  coloured  withirtiide. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  eight;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  and  very  fhort,  with 
roundifii  tips,  which  are  fixed  tideways  to  the  chives. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  three  cornered,  and  fupports  two 
or  three  fhort  flender  fhafts,  with  Ample  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  tingle,  three  cornered,  fiaarp,  and  inclofed  in  the  cup, 
Which  embraces  it  very  clofely. 

It  is  a very  common  weed,  and  flowers  in  July. 

Knot-grafs  pofleflfes  a confiderable  degree  of  aftringency, 
which  renders  it  an  excellent  medicine  in  loofenefies,  attended 
with  a difcharge  of  blood,  the  bleeding  piles,  immoderate 
inenflrual  evacuations,  and  ajl  other  hsemorrh/iges.  The  juice 
is  good  to  cleanfe  old  filthy  ulcers,  and  takes  away  pain  and  in- 
flammation from  the  eyes. 
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LADIES  MANTLE. 

Alchemilla  Vulgaris,  4.  1. 

Root:  perennial,  and  compofed  of  numerous  fmall  brownifh 
feores. 

Stems  : round,  (lender,  not  very  upright,  branched,  and 
about  a foot  long. 

Leaves:  numerous,  and  very  beautiful  ; they  are  of  a round- 
i(h  form,  but  divided  at  the  edges  into  fcven  or  eight  lobes, 
which  are  notched  at  the  ends.  They  (land  on  longifli  leaf  (talks, 
and  appear  as  if  folded,  or  plaited.  Their  colour  is  a yellowi(h 
green. 

Flowers:  produced  at  the  extremity  of  the  branches  in  a 
kind  of  rundle,  which  is  furnifhed  with  a fence  of  a fingle  leaf, 
that  quite  furrounds  the  (tern. 

Flower  cup  : formed  of  a tingle  tubular  leaf,  with  a flat  rim, 
which  is  divided  into  eight  fegments,  every  other  fegment  being 
fmaller. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  fmall,  upright,  awl-fliaped,  and 
(land  on  the  rim  of  the  flower  cup.  The  tips  are  fmall  and 
roundifli. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg  (haped,  the  (haft  (lender,  and 
as  long  as  the  chives;  it  rifes  from  the  bale  of  the  feed-bud,  and 
terminates  in  a globular  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  but  the  neck  of  the  flower-cup 
clofes  over  the  feeds,  and  fupplies  its  place. 

Seeds:  folitary,  and  of  an  oval,  comprefied  figure. 

It  is  found  in  great  plenty  in  meadows  and  paftures  almolt 
every  where,  and  flowers  from  June  till  September 

The  whole  plant  is  of  an  aftringent  nature.  In  the  province 
of  Smolandia  in  Gothland,  the  inhabitants  make  a tinfture  of 
the  leaves,  and  adminifter  it  in  fpafmodic,  or  convulfive  dif- 
eafes.  Withering. 

The  root  is  the  mod  valuable  part  of  the  plant,  and  a ftrong 
decoction  of  it  frefti  taken  up,  is  excellent  for  immnd.  rate  dis- 
charges of  the  menfes,  the  bloody  flux,  and  all  other  bleedings. 
Dried  and  reduced  to  powder  it  anfwers  the  fame  purpofes, 
and  is  alfo  good  for  common  purgings  when  they  continue  too 
long.  In  lbme  of  the  northern  parts  of  England,  the  women 
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apply  the  leaves  to  their  breafts,  to  reduce  them  to  form  after 
they  have  been  fwelled  with  milk ; hence  it  has  acquired  the 
name  of  Ladies  Mantle. 

« 

L A R C H.  Tree. 

Pin  us  Larix , 21.  9. 

Root:  woody. 

Stem  : tree-like,  covered  with  a 1‘oughifh  brown,  or  reddifli 
bark,  and  fet  very  thick  with  branches}  it  rifes  to  the  height  of 
forty  or  fifty  feet. 

Leaves  : produced  in  fmall  clufters  from  the  Odes  of  the 
branches ; they  are  long,  narrow,  pointed,  of  a lively  green  co- 
lour, and,  contrary  to  all  other  of  the  fir  tribe,  fall  off  at  the  ap- 
proach  of  winter. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  tree;  they  are  red, 
and  appear  early  in  the  fpring  before  the  leaves. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  compofed  of  the  fcales  of 
the  bud  from  whence  the  flowers  proceed  in  fmall  bunches. 

' Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  numerous;  they  are  united  at  the  bafe  into  a colum- 
nar body,  ftand  in  an  eredt  pofition,  and  are  furnilhed  with  up- 
right tips. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  an  oblong  cone,  compofed 
of  oval  fcales,  each  of  which  contains  two  flowers. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  very  fmall,  and  fupports  an  awl- 
fliaped  fhaft,  which  is  terminated  by  a Ample  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seed:  largilh,  of  an  oblong  figure,  ftraight  on  one  fide,  but 
hunched  on  the  other,  and  furrounded  by  a membranous  wing, 
which  is  larger  than  the  feed,  but  lefs  than  the  fcales  of  the  cone 
under  which  they  lie. 

It  is  a native  of  Italy,  but  is  frequent  enough  in  our  gardens,, 
where  it  flowers  in  March  and  April. 

A decodtion  of  the  young  tops  increafes  the  urinary  fecretion, 
and  is  ferviceable  in  the  gravel,  but  the  molt  efficacious  medi- 
cine which  this  tree  affords  is  the  Venice  turpentine,  which  is 
procured  by  making  incifions  in  the  trunk  of  the  tree.  This 
is  a powerful  diuretic,  and  likewife  an  excellent  balfamic.  It 
is  frequently  adminiftered  with  good  effedt  in  the  whites,  and 
to  flop  the  running  which  frequently  remains  from  a clap, 

when 


FAMILY  HERBAL.  269 

when  all  the  other  fymptoms  are  removed,  but  (hould  not 
be  given  in  fuch  cafes  while  any  appearance  of  virulence  ie- 
mains. 


LARK-SPUR. 

LARK- HEEL. 

Delphinum  Confolidat  13.  3. 

Root:  annual,  long,  (lender,  white,  not  much  divided,  nor 
furnifhed  with  many  fibres. 

Stem:  round,  upright,  (lender,  downy,  divided  into  many 
branches,  and  eight  or  ten  inches  high. 

Leaves  : growing  alternately  on  the  (tern  and  branches;  thofe 
towards  the  bottom  are  fupported  on  leaf-ftalks,  but  higher  up 
they  have  none.  They  are  deeply  divided  into  three,  or  five 
principal  parts,  and  thefe  are  cut  into  many  ftrap-ihaped  feg- 
ments,  which  are  frequently  forked  at  the  end,  and  of  a pale 
green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  (tern  and  branches  in  great  num- 
bers; they  are  large,  intermixed  with  (trap-fhaped  floral  leaves, 
which  grow  oppofite  in  pairs,  and  of  a dead  blue  coLour. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  unequal  petals,  which  are  dif- 
pofed  in  a circular  manner  ; the  uppermoft  of  thefe  is  in  front, 
more  obtufe  than  the  others,  and  extends  backwards  fo  as  to 
form  a long,  ftraight,  tubular  horn,  or  fpur.  The  other  petals 
are  fomewhat  egg-(haped,  and  nearly  equal.  Withirrthe  blof- 
fom  is  a honey-cup,  the  front  of  which  is  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  circle  of  petals,  and  the  under  part  is  inclofed  by  the  tubu- 
lar part  of  the  uppermoft  petal. 

Chives  : from  fifteen  to  twenty;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  broadeft 
at  the  bafe,  and  furniflted  with  fmall  upright  tips. 

Pointals:  there  are  from  one  to  three  feed-buds  in  each 
flower,  of  an  egg-like  form,  ending  in  (hafts,  which  equal  the 
chives  in  length,  and  fnpport  fimple,  reflected  fummits. 

Seed-vessels  : egg-lhaped  capfules,  equal  in  number  to  the 
feed-buds. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  of  an  angular  figure. 

It  is  found  wild  in  feveral  parts  of  England,  and  has  long 
had  a place  in  our  gardens,  where  culture  has  rendered  it 
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double,  and  produced  an  infinite  variety  of  colours.  It  is  irl 
bloflom  from  June  fill  September. 

A decodtion  of  the  leaves  in  water  is  pood  for  the  bleeding 
piles.  It  (lops  the  haemorrhage,  and  cools  the  body  at  the  famd 
time,  contrary  to  mod  of  the  other  redringent  medicines. 

A conferve  made  with  the  flowers  is  an  excellent  medicine  for 
children,  who,  from  a redundancy  of  acrid  humours  in  the  in- 
tefljnes  are  fubjedt  to  violent  purgings. 

The  juice  of  the  flowers  is  good  for  mod  diforders  of  the 
eyes,  and  an  infufion  of  the  whole  plant  againfl  the  cholic, 
and  pains  in  the  bowels.  Hill. 

The  feeds  are  acrid,  and  of  a poifonous  nature. 

t 

LADY-SMOCK. 

CUCKOW  FLOWER. 

Cardamlne  Pratenfis , 15.  a. 

Root  : perennial ; it  is  compofed  of  a tuft  of  fmall  white 
fibres,  which  penetrate  deep  into  the  ground. 

Leaves  : which  proceed  from  the  root,  winged  in  a very 
beautiful  manner,  each  entire  leaf  being  made  up  of  five  or  fix 
pair  of  fmall  round. (h  leaves,  with  an  odd  one  of  the  lame  fliape  - 
at  the  end.  They  a'e  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Stem:  round,  of  a firm  fuodance,  upright,  but  little 
branched,  and  about  a foot  high ; the  leaves  on  it  are  winged, 
but  their  fliape  is  different  from  thofe  which  proceed  from  the 
root,  the  little  leaves  which  compofe  them  being  long  and  nar- 
row. 

Flowers:  produced  in  little  tufts  at  the  top  of  the  ftem; 
they  are  large,  and  for  the  mod  pa.t  white,  but  fometimes  they 
have  a flight  tinge  of  purple. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  four  fmall,  oblong,  obtufe  leaves, 
which  fall  with  the  bloflom. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  four  long,  expanding  petals,  with  up- 
right claws,  equal  in  length  to  the  leaves  of  the  cup. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl  fhaped,  and  the  two  oppofire  ones 
are  about  twice  as  long  as  the  cup,  the  other  tour  being  tlill 
longer  than  them.  The  tips  are  fmall,  nearly  beart-fhaped,  and 
upright.  » 

Point  a l : the  feed-bud  is  (lender,  and  as  long  as  the  chives,  t 
but  there  is  no  {baft,  the  fummit,  which  is  a blunt  knob,  being 
feated  immediately  upon  it. 
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Seed-vessel:  a long,  cylindrical,  but  flattilh  pod,  divided 
into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  of  aroundifh  figure. 

It  is  common  in  meadows,  and  flowers  in  April  and  May. 

The  expreffed  juice  of  the  leaves  operates  powerfully  by 
urine,  and  is  good  in  the  jaundice,  and  all  other  complaints 
that  arife  from  obftru&ions  of  any  of  the  vifcera,  and  in  fcorbu- 
tic  diforders.  A wine  glafs  is  a fufficient  quantity  to  take  at  a 
time. 

The  flowers,  carefully  dried,  are  very  efficacious  in  nervous 
diforders,  fuch  as  convullions,  the  falling  ficknefs,  pally,  and 
hyfleric  fits.  The  dofe  is  from  a fcruple  to  half  a drachm  twice 
a day.  They  are  likewife  found  to  defcroy  worms  in  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines  of  children. 


LAVENDER. 


Lcrvendula  Spica,  14.  r. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  of  a woody  fubftance,  and 
well  hung  with  fibres. 

Stem  : fomewhat  flmibby  ; it  rifes  to  the  height  of  five  or  fix 
feet,  and  is  very  .much  branched.  The  old  wood  is  covered 
with  a rough  grey  bark,  but  the  young  fhoots  are  green. 

Leaves:  numerous,  long,  narrow,  very  entire  at  the  edges, 
of  a whitifh  green  colour,  and  a very  flrong  aromatic  fmell. 

Flowers:  produced  at  the  tops  of  the  young  fhoots  in  long 
fpikes ; they  are  fmall,  of  a lively  blue  colour,  and  have  an  ex- 
traoi dinary  flagrant  and  pleafing  fcent. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  fhort, 
obfcurely  notched  at  the  mouth,  and  fupported  by  a floral 
leaf. 

Blossom:  a fingle  petal  of  the  gaping  or  grinning  kind,  with 
acylindric  tube,  longer  than  the  flower-cup,  and  an  expanding 
border,  divided  into  two  lips,  one  of  which  looks  upwards,  is 
larger  than  the  others,  and  divided  into  two  lobes.  The  other 
looks  downward  , and  is  cleft  int6  three  roundifh  fegments. 

Chives  : four  (:‘v,  long  and. two  fhort)  they  are  hid  in  the 
tubular  part  of  the  bbflbm,  and  fupport  fmall  Ample  tips. 

Point al  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  and  from 
the  c<  liter  r.fei  a (lender  fhaft,  f'upporting  an  obtufe  fummit, 
divided  into  two  lobes. 
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Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Speeds  : four  after  each  flower  ; they  are  egg-fhaped,  and  lie 
naked  at  the  bottom  of  the  cup,  which  nearly  clofes  upon  them 
after  the  falling  of  the  bloflom. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  but  is  kept  irt 
mod  of  our  gardens,  and  flowers  there  in  the  middle  of  fym- 
meiv 

The  flowers  of  Lavender,  in  addition  to  their  fragrant  fmell, 
have  a bitterifh  pungent  tafte,  and  are  often  found  ferviceable  in 
vertigoes,  palfies,  tremors,  and  other  nervous  diforders.  They 
may  be  ufed  both  externally  and  internally.  Lewis. 

A conferve  made  of  the  young  tops  juft  as  they  are  going  into 
flower,  pofiefies  all  the  virtues  of  the  plant,  and  is  an  excellent 
cordial  medicine,  of  great  efficacy  in  moft  nervous  diforders,  and 
paralytic  complaints;  it  likewife  operates  by  urine,  and  pro- 
motes the  menfes.  The  compound  fpirit  of  lavender  is  likewife 
an  excellent  preparation  for  the  above  purpofes,  as  it  has  the 
advantage  of  containing  many  other  ingredients  of  a like  nature. 
This  is  belt  taken  on  lump  fugar,  in  which  method  forty  or  fifty 
drops  may  be  given  for  a dofe. 

‘ lavender  cotton. 

Santolina  Chamtecyparijfus,  19.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  of  a woody  fubftance,  and  hung  with  many 
fibres. 

Stems  : feveral  riling  from  the  fame  root ; they  are  of  a tough 
woody  fubftance,  and  covered  with  a whitifh  bark,  as  are  like- 
wife the  younger  branches  and  Ihoots.  It  rifes  to  the  height  of 
two  or  three  feet. 

Leaves:  numerous,  oblong,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  a 
little  woolly  on  the  furface. 

Flowers:  of  the  compound  kind ; fupported  fingly  on  long 
naked  fruit-ftalks ; they  are  moderately  large,  and  of  a yellow 

colour.  ✓ 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  numerous  total],  oblong  leaves, 
which  lie  over  each  other  like  the  tiles  on  a houfe. 

Blossom:  compoftd  of  many  uniform,  funnei-fhaped  florets, 
which  arc  larger  than  the  cup;  marked  at  the  mou'h  with  five 
notches,  and  all  of  them  furnilhed  with  both  chives  and 
pointals. 

- Chives  s 
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Chives:  five;  they  are  Ihort,  .lender,  and  have  their  tips 
united  into  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  has  four  corners; 
it  fupports  a thread-lhaped  (haft,  which  is  crowned  with  two 
• oblong,  depre/Ted,  lopped  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  oblong,  four  cornered,  and  deftitute  of  a 
feather. 

This  plant  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  but 
flourilhes  very  well  in  our  gardens,  and  flowers  in  July. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  in  water  is  an  efficacious,  though 
difagreeable  medicine,  for  the  worms.  It  alio  removes  ob- 
ftru&ions  of  the  vifcera,  promotes  the  menftrual  evacuations, 
and  is  much  defended  on  by  many  for  curing  the  jaundice. 
Hill. 


L A U R E L.  Tree. 

, Punus  Lauro  Cerafus. 

Root:  woody,  and  fpreading. 

Stem:  (hrubby,  and  covered  with  a fmooth  greyifh  bark; 
it  divides  into  a vaft  number  of  branches,  and  riles  to  the 
height  of  fixteen  or  eighteen  feet. 

Leaves:  numerous,  evergreen,  large,  and  very  beautiful ; 
they  are  of  an  oval  form,  about  four  inches  long,  and  two 
wide,  and  of  a fine  dark  (hining  green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  in  clullers  from  the  fides  of  the  young 
(hoots ; they  are  not  very  large,  but  their  numbers  render 
them  fufficiently  confpicuous.  Their  colour  is  white. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  bell-fhaped  leaf,  divided  into  five 
fmall,  blunt,  concave  fegments. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  large,  roundilh,  concave,  ex- 
panding petals;  the  claws  of  which  are  inferted  into  the  cup. 

Chives:  from  twenty  to  thirty;  they  are  awl-fliaped, 
nearly  as  long  as  the  petals,  inferted  into  the  cup,  and  termi- 
nated by  fhort  double  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  and  fupports  a {lender 
fliaft,  with  a roundilh  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a pulpy  fruit,  of  a roundilh  figure,  and 
blackilh  when  ripe. 

Seed  : a roundilh  comprefled  nut,  or  Hone. 
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It  is  a native  of  the  warmeft  parts  of  Europe,  but  bears  the 
told  of  our  climate  tolerable  well,  and  blofl'oms  with  us  in 
May. 

Many  country  people  make  a pra&ice  of  boiling  a few  Laurel 
leaves  in  the  milk  which  they  make  their  cuftards,  puddings, 
&c.  of,  to  which  it  communicates  an  agreeable  flavour.  But 
this  practice  it  is  hoped  will  be  laid  afide,  when  it  is  known 
that  they  are  of  a very  poifonous  nature.  A diftilled  water 
llrotigly  impregnated  with  their  flavour,  given  in  the  quantity 
of  four  ounces  to  a very  large  maftift  dog,  in  a few  minutes 
brought  on  the  molt  terrible  convulfions,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
put  an  end  to  his  life.  Dogs  have  likewife  been  killed  by  much 
fmaller  quantities  of  the  diftilled  water,  an  infufion  of  the 
leaves,  or  their  juice,  and  there  are  fome  inftances  of  liquors 
flavoured  with  the  leaves  of  this  tree  proving  fatal  to  human 
fubjeifls. 


LAUREL  SPURGE. 

WOOD  LAUREL. 

Daphne  Laureola,  8.  1. 

Root:  woody,  long,  very  tough,  and  whiteilh. 

' Stem:  lhrubby,  covered  with  a fmooth  greyilh  bark,  di- 
vided into  numerous  branches,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves:  crouded,  they  are  evergreen,  pointed  at  both 
ends,  of  a thick  flelhy  fubftance,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of 
a dark  lhining  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  fmall  clufters  from  the  bofoms  of 
the  leaves ; they  are  fmall  confidercd  fingly,  of  a fad  yellowilh 
green  colour,  and  rather  an  unpleafant  fmell. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom  : a Angle  funnel- fhaped  petal,  with  a cylindrical 
tube,  clofed  at  the  bafe,  and  longer  than  the  border,  which  is 
divided  into  four  flat,  lharp,  fpreading  fegments. 

Chives:  eight;  they  are  very  lhort,  inferted  into  the 
tubular  part  of  the  bloflom,  alternately  Ihorter,  and  furnilhed 
with  upright  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  the  lhaft  very  lhort, 
and  the  fummit  knobbed,  but  flattilh. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh  berry,  of  a dark  purpleilh  colour 
when  ripe. 

Seed  : folitary,  roundilh,  and  of  a flelhy  fubftance. 
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It  is  found  in  woods  and  hedges,  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  The  flowers  appear  in  March,  and  the  fruit  is  ripe 
in  July  and  Auguft. 

Very  happy  effedls  have  been  produced  by  the  ufe  of  this 
plant  in  rheumatic  fevers.  It  is  a rough  purgative,  and  is  an 
efficacious  medicine  in  worm  cafes,  but  it  requires  fome  cau- 
tion in  the  adminiftration,  and  might,  in  unlkilful  bands,  be 
productive  of  dangerous  confequences.  The  whole  plant  has 
the  fame  qualities,  but  the  bark  of  the  root  appears  to  be  the 
ftrongeft,  and  fhould  never  be  given  in  a dofe  of  more  than 
ten  grains.  Withering. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  is  a good  medicine  for  thofe  of 
robuft  conftitutions,  who  are  fubjeCt  to  dropfical  complaints. 
It  operates  by  vomit  and  ffool,  but  fo  roughly  that  few  con- 
ftitutions can  bear  it. 

Dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  they  are  ufeful  in  the  venereal 
difeafe. 

LEEK. 

\ 

Allium  Porrum , 6.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  hung  with  a large 
duller  of  thick  white  fibres  at  the  bottom. 

Leaves?  very  long,  narrow,  channelled,  and  of  a dark 
green  colour. 

Stem  : round,  thick,  fmooth,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Flowers:  produced  in  a duller  at  the  top  of  the  Item; 
they  are  fmall,  and  of  a purpleilh  colour,  with  a flight  tinge 
of  green. 

Flower-cup:  a Iheath,  inclofing  the  whole  duller  of 
flowers ; it  is  of  a roundilh  form,  and  foon  withers  after  burft- 
ing  open. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  fix  oblong  petals. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  as  long  as  the  bloflbm, 
and  terminated  by  upright,  oblong  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  Ihort,  and  fomewhat  three  cor- 
nered ; it  fupports  a Ample  lhaft,  with  a lharp  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a very  Ihort,  but  broad  capfule,  divided 
externally  into  three  lobes,  and  internally  into  as  many  cells. 

Seeds:  feveral,  of  a roundilh  figure,  but  rather  Ihrivelled. 

They  are  cnltivated  as  a pot  herb  in  almoll  every  kitchen 
garden,  and  bloflbm  in  May  and  June. 
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An  infufion  of  the  roots  boiled  into  a fyrup  with  honey,  is 
a good  medicine  in  coughs,  aflhmas,  and  other  diforders  of 
the  bread  and  lungs.  It  anfwers  the  fame  purpofe  with  fyrup 
of  garlic,  but  being  milder  and  not  fo  drong,  it  may  be  taken 
by  many  who  cannot  bear  that  medicine.  Hill. 

The  juice  ofleeks  is  a good  diuretic,  and  will  frequently 
afford  relief  in  the  done  and  gravel,  when  mod  of  the  ufual 
remedies  fail. 

LEAD  WORT. 

Plumbago  Europcea,  5.  I. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  and  hung  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Stem:  round,  of  a firm  confidence,  upright,  very  much 
branched,  and  two  or  three  feet  high.  It  is  commonly  of  a 
dark  purpleifh  colour,  and  fometimes  nearly  black. 

Leaves:  fcattered,  of  an  oblong,  or  oval  figure,  entire  on 
the  edges,  and  without  any  leaf-ftalks;  the  bafe  of  each  leaf 
furrounds  the  dem. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  cluders;  they  are 
very  numerous,  moderately  large,  and  at  their  fird  opening  of 
a pale  purple  colour,  but  this  foon  changes  to  a deeper,  and 
when  they  begin  to  fade,  into  a red. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle,  five  cornered,  tubular, 
rugged  leaf,  cut  into  five  fmall  teeth  at  the  margin. 

Blossom:  a fingle  funnel-fhaped  petal,  the  tubular  part  of 
which  is  longer  than  the  flower-cup,  and  terminates  in  a 
border,  which  is  cleft  into  five  egg-fiiaped,  expanding  petals. 
In  the  bottom  of  the  bloffom  there  is  a honey-cup,  confiding 
of  five  fmall  pointed  bodies  furrounding  the  feed-bud. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  feated  on  the 
little  bodies  of  which  the  honey-cup  is  compofed.  The  tips 
are  fmall,  and  of  an  oblong  figure. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  very  fmall,  and  of  an  oval 
figure;  the  lhaft  (lender,  and  equal  in  length  to  the  tubular 
part  of  the  bloffom,  with  a (lender  fummit,  divided  into  five 
parts. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seed  : fingle,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  inclofed  in  the  cup. 

It  is  a native  of  Italy,  but  is  not  unfrequent  in  the  gardens 
of  the  curious.  It  flowers  with  us  in  J uly. 
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The  dried  root  is  very  hot  and.  biting  to  the  tafte,  and  being 
held  in  the  mouth  excites  a plentiful  difcharge  of  humours, 
and  is  frequently  found  an  almoft  inftantaneous  cure  for  the 
head-ach.  It  likewife  eafes  the  tooth-ach  by  applying  a little 
of  it  to  the  affeftea  tooth. 


LEMON.  Tree. 

Citrus  Medica,  18.  3. 

Root:  woody. 

Stem  : fhrubby,  or  tree-like;  it  is  moderately  thick,  cover- 
ed with  a brown  bark,  and  divided  into  many  branches,  which 
are  armed  with  prickles.  In  Spain  and  Italy  it  rifes  to  the 
height  of  a moderate  tree,  but  in  our  green-houfes  it  is  only  a 
fhrub. 

Leaves:  large  and  very  beautiful;  they  ftand  on  Ihort . 
leaf-ftalks,  and  are  of  an  oblong  form,  entire  on  the.  edges, 
and  of  a dark  (hining  green  colour. 

Flowers  : proceeding  from  the  Tides  of  the  young  branches  ; 
they  are  large,  white,  and  have  a very  fragrant  fmell. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  flat  at  the 
bafe,  divided  into  five  fliort'fegments,  or  teeth,  on  the  mar- 
gins, and  very  fmall. 

Blossom  : con^pofed  of  five  oblong,  flat,  expanding  petals. 

Chives;  about  twenty  in  each  flower;  they  are  awl-lliaped, 

- a little  comprefled,  upright,  and  united  at  the  bafe  into  feveral  . 
fets,  or  bundles. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundiih,  and  fupports  a flender 
lhaft,  equal  in  length  to  the  chives,  and  crowned  with  a 
glpbular  fummit,  which  is  divided  internally  into  nine  cells. 

Seed-vessel:  a large  berry,  of  the  fize  of  a common  apple; 
it  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  is  covered  with  a yellow  fltdhy 
rind,  or  bark.  Internally  it  is  divided  into  nine  cells.  , 

Seeds:  two  in  each  ceil;  they  are  of  an  oval  lhgpe,  and  2 
hard  callous  confluence. 

It  is  only  kept  with  us  as  a curiofity  in  ftoves  and  green- 
houfes,  being  of  too  delicate  a nature  to  ftand  the  cold  of  our 
winters  expofed  to  the  open  air.  , 

The  yellow  rind,  or  peel  of  lemons,  is  a grateful  aromatic, 
and  an  excellent  ingredient  in  tindlures,  or  infufions  intended 
to  ftrengthcn  the  ftomach.  The  juice  mac^  into  a fyrup,  with 
twice  its  weight  of  refined  fugar,  is  excellent  for  fweetening 
3 juleps. 
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juleps,  and  other  liquids,  to  be  taken  in  fevers.  It  is  like- 
wife  ufed  in  conjundtion  with  other  things  of  a like  nature, 
as  a gargle  for  inflammations  of  the  mouth  and  throat.  Joined 
with  fait  of  wormwood,  or  tartar,  and  a fmall  quantity  of 
firaple  cinnamon,  or  other  grateful  aromatic  water,  it  generally 
puts  a flop  to  thofe  fevere  vomitings  that  fometimes  happen 
in  fevers,  and  render  the  adminiftration  of  other  medicines 
ufelefs. 


LETTUCE.  Wild. 


Lafluca  Virofa,  19.  i. 

Root:  biennial,  long,  thick,  fibrous,  and  whiteifh  ; when 
cut  it  yields  a large  quantity  of  a thick  yellowiih  juice,  which 
has  a very  ftrong  difagreeable  fmell,  refembling  that  of  opium, 
and  a naufeous  bitter  tafte. 

Stem:  prickly  towards  the  bottom,  but  fmooth  upwards, 
and  divided  into  many  branches ; it  rifes  to  the  height  of  three 
or  four  feet. 

Leaves:  very  large;  thofe  which  grow  near  the  top  of  the 
ftem  are  arrow-ihaped,  and  deftitute  of  leaf-ftalks.  But  fuch 
as  proceed  from  the  root  and  lower  part  of  the  Hem  are  of  an 
oblong  form,  a little  waved  at  the  edges,  and  fometimes 
notched,  but  more  commonly  entire. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  great  numbers; 
they  are  fmall,  yellow,  and  of  the  compound  kind. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  numerous  pointed  fcales,  dif- 
pofed  in  the  manner  of  tiling. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  florets,  all  of  which  are 
furnifhed  with  chives  and  pointals ; they  are  narrow,  flattifh, 
lopped  at  the  end,  and  cut  into  five  fhort  teeth. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  flender,  Ihort,  and  have  their  tips 
united  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder. 

Poirtal  : the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  and  furniflied  with 
a large  thread-lhaped  lhaft,  which  ends  in  two  reflected  fum- 
mits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  egg-(haped,  taper,  a little  comprefled, 
and  crowned  with  a Ample  feather,  fupported  on  a long 
pillar. 


It  is  found  on  ditch  banks,  and  in  the  borders  of  fields,  but 
not  very  frequently.  The  flowers  appear  in  July  and  Auguft. 

The 
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The  juice  is  bitter  and  acrid  to  the  tafte.  Dr.  Collins  re- 
lates twenty-four  dropfical  cafes,  twenty-three  of  which  were 
cured  by  an  extraft  prepared  from  the  exprefled  juice  of  this 
plant.  The  dofe  of  this  medicine  is  from  eighteen  grains  to 
three  drachms  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four  hours.  It  com- 
monly proves  laxative,  and  likewife  operates  by  urine  and 
gentle  perfpiration.  Withering. 

A fyrup  made  from  a ftrong  infufion  of  the  plant  is  an  ex- 
cellent anodyne  medicine.  It  eafes  the  molt  violent  pains  of 
the  cholic,  and  other  diforders,  and  gently  difpofes  the  patient 
to  deep,  producing  all  the  good  effects  of  a gentle  opiate,  with- 
out poflefiing  any  of  the  bad  qualities  of  that  narcotic  drug. 

If  this  plant  cannot  be  eafily  procured,  the  common  garden 
lettuce  may  be  fubftituted  for  it,  but  it  is  not  fo  effe&ual. 


LETTUCE.  Lambs. 

CORN  SALLAD. 

V aleriana  Locujla,  3.  1. 

Root  : annual,  fmall,  oblong,  and  hung  with  a few  flender 
fibres. 

Stem:  upright,  weak,  forked,  and  about  a foot  high.  By 
the  term  forked  is  meant  that  the  Hem  about  half  way  up  is 
fplit  into  two  parts,  each  of  which  are  once  or  more  fubdivided 
in  a fimilar  manner. 

Leaves  : varying  ; on  different  plants  they  are  broad,  fharp 
pointed,  notched  on  the  edges,  and  deeply  cut  and  jagged. 
But  they  are  in  general  oblong,  or  flrap-fhaped,  undivided  at 
the  edges,  fmooth,  and  blunt  at  the  end;  they  grow  in  pairs 
on  the  Item,  and  have  no  leaf-ftalks. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  divifions  of  the  Item  in  great 
numbers;  they  are  very  fmall,  and  white,  with  more  or  left 
of  a blueilh  tinge. 

Flower-cup:  wanting,  or  only  a fmall  rim. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal,  with  a tube,  which  is  bellied  on 
the  underfide,  contains  a honey-like  juice,  and  a border  di- 
vided into  five  fmall  obtufe  fegments. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  awl-ihaped,  upright,  as  long  as 
the  blofTom,  and  furnifhed  with  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflom,  the 
fhaft  flender,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  a 
thick  fummit. 


Seed- 
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Seed-vessel:  a hard  fubftance,  which  does  not  open  as  in 
the  generality  of  plants  for  the  purpofe  of  fcattering  the  feed, 
but  falls  off  together  with  it. 

Seed  : folitary,  and  of  an  oblong  figure. 

It  is  common  in  corn  fields,  and  other  cultivated  places, 
and  flowers  in  May. 

The  young  leaves  are  eaten  early  in  the  fpring  as  a fallad. 
They  have  rather  an  infipid  tarte,  but  are  very  wholefome, 
being  of  a cooling,  moiftenirig  nature,  and  fomewhat  laxative. 


LILLY.  White. 

Lilium  Candidum , 6.  i. 

I 

Root:  a large,  white,  fcaly  bulb,  with  a duller  of  thick 
juicy  fibres  proceeding  from  the  bafe. 

Stem:  round,  thick,  firm,  upright,  not  branched,  and 

three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves  : numerous,  of  an  oblong  form,  moderately  oroad, 
a little  waved  at  the  edges,  fmooth,  and  of  a pale  green  colour, 
i Flowers:  terminating  the  item  ; they  ftand  fingly  on  fhort 
fruit-ftalks,  and  altogether  make  a large  duller.  Their  colour 
is  the  moll  delidate  white  that  can  be  conceived,  and' they  are 
very  fragrant. 

Flower-cut:  wanting. 

Blossom:  bell-lhaped,  with  a narrow-bafe;  it  confills  of 
fix  large,  upright  petals,  with  an  obfeure  ridge,  or  keel,  on 
the  back  of  each  ; they  grow  gradually  broader,  and  expand 
more  toward  the  extremity,  which  is  thick,  obtufe,  and 
reflefled. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-fnaped,  upright,  fhorter  than 
the  petals,  and  fupport  large  oblong  tips,  which  are  fixed 
ffideways  to  them. 

* Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  marked  with  fix 
flight  furrows ; the  (haft  of  a cylindrical  form,  and  as  long  as 
the  bloffom,  with  a large,  thick,  triangular  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  :•  of  an  oblong  form,  and  marked  with  fix 
furrows  ; internally  it  is  divided  into  three  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  large,  flat,  and  nearly  half  round; 

1 1 is  a native  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  other  warm  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, but  we  have  it  plentifully  in  molt  of  our  gardens,  where 
it  flowers  in  the  middle  of  fummer. 


The 
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The  root  bruifed  and  applied  to  hard  tumours,  foftens  and 
ripens  them  fooner  than  almoft  any  other  application.  Made 
into  an  ointment  they  take  away  corns,  and  remove  the  pain  and 
inflammation  arifing  from  burns  and  fcalds.  Country  people 
fometimes  make  an  oil  from  the  flowers  by  infufing  them  in 
oil  of  olives,  and  apply  it  to  any  part  affe&ed  with  pain  or 
inflammation  with  great  fuccefs.  It  is  likewife  an  excellent 
application  to  contracted  tendons. 

' • t 1 1 i 1 1 i i.i 

LILLY  OF  THE  V ALLEY. 

Conmallaria  Majalis,  6.  i. 

Root  s perennial,  long,  flender,  and  white;  it  fpreadsand 
creeps  to  a great  diftance,  and  produces  frelh  plants  in  great 
abundance. 

Leaves:  rifing  immediately  from  the  root  by  twos,  or 
threes;  they  are  large,  oblong,  broad,  fharp  poinred,  of  a 
firm  fubftance,  longitudinally  ribbed,  and  of  a beautiful  green 
colour- 

Stem  : bearing  flowers  only ; it  rifes  near  the  leaves,  and  is 
generally  included  in  a membranous  cafe,  or  fheath,  together 
with  them.  It  is  weak,  angular,  of  a tender  fubftance,  ^nd 
five  or  fix  inches  high. 

Flowers  i produced  at  the  top  of  the  ftem,  which  droops 
with  their  weight ; they  all  hang  to  one  fide,  and  are  mode- 
rately large,  of  a whiteilh  colour,  and  very  fragrant. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  a fingle  bell-lhaped  petal,  which  is  rather  con- 
tracted at  the  mouth,  and  divided  into  fix  obtufe  fegments. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  ihorter  than  the  blof- 
fom,  and  furnilhed  with  oblong,  upright  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  a roundilh  figure,  and  fup- 
ports  a flender  Ihaft,  which  is  larger  than  the  chives,  and 
terminated  by  a blunt,  three  cornered  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh  berry,  divided  into  three  cells, 
and  red  when  ripe. 

Seeds:  folitary  and  roundilh. 

It  is  found  wild  in  woods  and  lhady  places,  and  is  pretty 
common  in  gardens. 

The  flowers  being  dried,  reduced  to  powder,  and  fnuffed 
up  the  noftrils,  excite  fneezing.  An  extradt  prepared  either 
from  them,  or  the  roots,  has  the  bitternefs  as  well  as  the 
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purgative  properties  of  aloes.  It  may  be  taken  in  dofes  of 
a fcruple,  or  half  a drachm.  Withtring. 

An  infufion  of  the  flowers  is  an  excellent  medicine  againfl 
nervous  head-achs,  trembling  of  the  limbs,  and  other  fimilar 
complaints.  Snuffed  up  the  nofe  when  reduced  to  powder, 
they  are  often  found  ferviceable  in  difeafes  of  the  head. 

LILLY.  The  Water 

Njtnpbaa  Lutta,  13.  1. 

Root:  perennial,  very  long,  thick,  and  of  a white  colour; 
it  is  furnifhed  with  a great  many  large  fibres,  and  grows  ob- 
liquely into  the  mud. 

Leaves:  proceeding  immediately  from  the  root,  on  long 
three  cornered  leaf-ftalks,  of  a light  fpongy  fubltance,  and 
fmooth  externally ; they  are  very  large,  nearly  heart-fhaped, 
but  very  obtufe  at  the  extremity,  and  of  a lively  green  colour. 

Flowers:  rifing  immediately  from  the  roots ; they  are  alfo 
fupported  fingly  on  long  round  fruit-ltalks.  They  are  large, 
and  of  a pale  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  large  coloured  leaves. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  fmall,  yellow,  flefhy 
petals,  which  are  attached  to  the  fide  of  the  feed-bud. 

Chives:  very  numerous;  they  are  flat,  crooked,  fhorr, 
blunt,  and  furnifhed  with  oblong  tips,  which  are  fixed  to  the 
borders  of  the  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  very  large, 
without  any  fhaft;  the  fummit,  which  is  large,  circular,  flat, 
marked  with  rays,  and  fcollopped  at  the  fides,  being  fituated 
immediately  upon  it. 

Seed-vessel:  a large,  egg-fhaped,  rough,  flefhy  berry, 
narrow  at  the  neck,  crowned  at  the  top,  divided  into  fevera* 
cells,  and  full  of  a pulpy  fubftance. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  of  a roundifh  figure. 

It  is  found  in  flow  rivers,  pools,  and  ditches,  and  the  flowers 
appear  in  July  and  Auguft. 

Half  a pint  of  an  infufion  of  the  root,  in  the  proportion  of 
a pound  to  a gallon  of  water,  was  taken  twice  a day  by  2 
perfon  troubled  with  a Ieperous  eruption  on  the  arm,  which  it 
cured.  Wt.  tbering . 

It  is  of  a cooling,  aftringent  nature.  Country  people  give 
the  juice  of  the  roots  with  great  fuccefs  for  the  whites.  The 

powder 
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powder  is  likewife  good  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  for  weak- 
i»efs  in  the  feminal  veflels.  The  frefh  roots  fliced  and  infufed 
in  red  wine,  reftrain  immoderate  menftrual  difcharges,  and 
check  purgings,  particularly  thofe  kinds  where  the  ftools  are 
mixed  with  blood.  Hill. 

There  is  another  kind  with  white  flowers,  but  the  virtues 
of  both  appear  to  be  the  fame,  and  may  either  of  them  be  ufed 
indifcriminately. 

LIQJJID  AMBER.  Tree. 

SWEET  GUM. 

Liquidamber  StyraciJIua , 21.  8. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem:  Ihrubby,  or  tree-like ; it  is  covered  with  a rough, 
wrinkled,  brown  bark,  and  fet  very  thick  with  branches, 
which  are  difpofed  with  tolerable  regularity. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  longifti  leaf- ftalks;' they  are  large, 
fbmewhat  angular,  divided  into  feyeraj  pointed  lobes,  or  feg~ 
ments,  of  a Alining  green  colour,  and  a very  fragrant  fmell. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant;  they  are 
fmall,  and  of  a greenilh  colour. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  a long,  loofe,  conical 
catkin. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  numerous,  and  very  Ihort,  with  upright  dopblf 
tips,  marked  with  four  furrows. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  angular,  and  nearly 
bell-lhaped ; they  are  feveral  of  them  joined  together,  and  fitu- 
ated  at  the  bafe  of  the  fpike,  or  catkin  of  barren  flowers. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  adheres 
to  the  flower-cup ; it  fupports  two  awl-lhaped  lhafts,  the  fum- 
mits  of  which  grow  on  one  fide,  and  are  as  long  as  the  (haft 
itfelf,  bent  back,  and  covered  with  a woolly  fubftance. 

Seed-vessel;  feveral  capfules,  collected  into  a globular 
form,  and  of  a woody  fubftance. 

Seeds:  numerous,  of  an  oblong  form,  Ihining,  with  a 
membranous  point,  and  intermixed  with  numerous  chaffy 
corpufeles. 

It  is  a native  of  the  American  iflands,  but  bears  the  cold 
of  our  climate,  though  it  feldom  produces  any  fruit  with  us. 

O 0 2 During 
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During  the  heats  of  fummer  a kind  of  refinous  juice  exudes 
from  the  trunk;  it  is  of  a reddifh  colour,  a foft  confidence, 
and  extremely  fragrant.  This  is  an  excellent  balfamic  medi- 
cine, inferior  to  none  for  the  whites,  and  weaknelTes  occafioned 
by  venereal  diforders.  It  operates  by  urine,  brings  away  gravel, 
and  is  likewife  good  in  diforders  of  the  lungs. 

LIQ^UORICE. 

Glycyrrbiza  Glabra , 17.  4. 

Root:  perennial,  very  long,  creeping,  about  the  thicknefs 
of  a finger,  and  of  a tender  juicy  fubftance  ; it  is  brown  on  the 
outfide,  yellow  within,  and  fweet  tailed. 

Stem;  round,  firm,  upright,  but  thinly  branched,  and. 
three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves:  of  the  winged  kind;  they  are  large,  and  confift 
of  eight  or  nine  pair  of  oblong,  narrow  pointed,  little  leaves, 
of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers:  fupported  on  long  flender  fruit-ftalks,  which 
rife  frdm  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves ; they  are  fmall,  and  of  a 
blueilh  colour. 

Flower -cup:  formed  of  a Angle  tubular  leaf,  divided  at 
the  mouth  into  two  lips,  the  uppermoft  of  which  is  clovefi 
into  three  parts,  but  the  undermoft  is  entire. 

Blossom;  of  the  butterfly-lhaped  kind;  the  ftandard,  or 
upper  petal,  is  egg-ftiaped,  pointed,  ftraight,  and  longer  than 
the  others  ; the  wings,  or  fide  petals,  oblong,  and  the  keel, 
or  lower  petal,  compofed  of  two  parts. 

Chives:  ten;  nine  of  them  are  united  at  the  bafe,  and 
one  is  fingle  ; they  are  ftraight,  and  have  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  (horter  than  the  flower-cup,  and 
fupports  an  awl-lhaped  fhaft,  terminated  by  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a Ihell,  or  pod,  of  an  oblong,  comprefied 
form,  with  a (harp  point. 

Seeds:  few;  they  are  large,  kidney-lhaped,  and  of  a 
brownilh  colour. 

It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  and  is  culti- 
vated i rt  many  places  with  us ; the  flowers  appear  in  Septem- 
ber, but  it  does  not  produce  them  fo  plentifully  here  as  in 
more  favourable  climates. 

The  roots  are  very  full  of  a fweet  juice,  which  being  ex- 
tracted by  boiling  in  water,  and  then  evaporated  to  a hard 
confidence,  is  commonly  called  Spanijh  juice. 

Both 
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Both  this,  and  the  frefh  root  in  fubftance,  are  excellent  for 
coughs,  hoarfenefs,  fhortnefs  of  breath,  and  other  diforders 
occalioned  by  an  acrimonious  date  of  the  humours.  They 
promote  expectoration,  thicken  the  juices,  increafethe  urinary 
difcharge,  and  are  ferviceable  in  the  gravel,  and  other  dif- 
orders of  the  kidneys  and  urinary  paffages.  It  was  prefcribed 
by  the  firft  practitioners  in  phyfic,  in  dropfies,  to  prevent 
thirft,  for  which  it  is  indeed  an  excellent  thing ; though  I 
believe  the  only  one  of  the  fweet  clafs  that  does  fo  ; fugar, 
and  other  fubftances  of  a like  nature,  generally  increafing, 
rather  than  alleviating  that  fenfation. 

We  have  already,  in  two  or  three  inftances,  though  perhaps 
a little  foreign  to  our  plan,  endeavoured  to  lay  down  the  bell 
methods  of  cultivating  fuch  plants  as  are  employed  either  for 
domeftic  or  medical  purpofes,  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  render 
the  culture  of  them  an  objeCt  of  univerfal  attention.  And  in 
this  place  beg  leave  to  intrude  a few  moments  on  our  readers 
patience  for  a like  purpofe. 

Moll  plants  thrive  belt  in  a rich  foil,  but  Liquorice  will  not 
grow  in  any  other,  and  to  have  it  in  any  degree  of  perfection 
the  foil  mull  not  only  be  rich  but  deep,  as  the  thriving  of  it 
depends  entirely  on  chofe  two  circumltances. 

We  expeCt  to  fee  the  roots  of  this  plant  a yard  or  more  in 
length,  and  it  mull  have  a free  pafl'age,  otherwife  they  will 
not  be  flraigh t,  which  regularity  of  form  is  not  only  more 
pleafing  to  the  eye,  but  a real  advantage;  for  the  crooked 
ones  are  never  fo  tender,  or  full  of  juice  as  the  other, 
nor  do  they  attain  their  due  degree  of  growth  in  fo  Ihort  a 
time. 

The  proper  ground  then  for  producing  Liquorice  in  per- 
fection, Ihould  have  a coat  of  mellow  black  mould,  at  lead  three 
feet  deep,  without  any  great  mixture  of  other  matter  in  the 
way.  This  is  the  bed  natural  foil  for  this  valuable  plant,  and 
where  it  can  be  procured  Ihould  always  be  preferred.  But 
there  are  other  foils,  which  though  not  quite  fo  well  adapted 
by  nature  for  the  culture  of  Liquorice,  may  be  fo  prepared  by- 
art  and  indudry,  as  very  well  to  an  Aver  the  purpofe. 

The  bed  of  thefe  are,  fird,  a rich  loam,  without  much  clay 
in  its  compofition  ; and,  fecondly,  a deep,  warm,  fandy  foil, 
that  is  not  barren,  but  together  with  its  lightnefs  and  arynefs, 
has  fome  richnefs. 

In  all  thefe  foils  the  depth  mud  be  at  lead  a yard  before 
there  is  any  hard  bottom;  and  that  mud  be  examined,  lor  if 
it  Ihould  turn  out  a clay,  the  Liquorice  will  never  thrive, 
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becaufe  of  the  coldnefs  and  moifture  with  which  fuch  an  under 
ftratum  is  always  attended.  The  wet  lodging  upon  it,  and 
ftarving  the  whole  foil. 

To  enfure  fuccefs  in  the  planting  of  Liquorice,  the  foil 
Ihould  pofi'efs  the  four  following  properties:  depth,  that  it 
may  penetrate  and  attain  its  full  growth;  lightnefs,  that  it 
may  make  its  way  ealily;  warmth,  to  promote  its  growth, 
and  richnefs,  to  afford  it  nourilhment. 

Liquorice,  though  raifed  in  the  field,  requires  a kind  of 
garden  culture,  and  the  fpade  is  a much  more  proper  inllru- 
ment  to  prepare  the  land  with  for  its  reception  than  the  plough, 
for  it  requires  to  be  broke  and  made  fine  to  a depth  which  the 
latter  can  never  reach. 

There  is  one  comfort,  however,  arifes  to  the  hulbandman, 
which  is,  that  if  the  land  requires  an  expenfive  tillage,  only  a 
fmall  quantity  is  required,  as  a few  acres  will  yield  an  amazing 
produce  of  this  root,  and  the  price  it  will  bear  is  fo  much 
greater  than  that  of  moft  other  things  he  can  raife  on  it,  that 
there  is  no  room  left  for  him  to  repine  at  the  charges. 

Having  therefore  made  choice  of  a proper  piece  of  land  for  the 
purpofe,  let  it  be  thoroughly  dunged  with  good  rotten  dung, 
and  after  being  ploughed  up  in  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer, 
and  lying  all  the  winter  to  mellow,  in  the  fpring  let  it  be  dug 
in  the  following  manner. 

In  the  middle  of  February  let  the  labourers  be  fent  in,  and 
properly  looked  over,  to  fee  that  they  do  not  perform  their 
work  flightly.  They  mull  dig  every  part  of  the  earth  tho- 
roughly to  the  depth  of  three  feet,  and  take  care  to  break 
every  lump  they  meet  with,  though  but  fmall,  in  order  that 
the  ground  may  lie  fmooth,  with  a level  furface,  and  be  nearly 
as  fine  as  fand  all  the  depth.  The  expence  of  doing  this  is 
very  confiderable,  but  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  the  profit 
will  be  anfwerable,  and  the  hulbandman  may  reft  affured,  that 
by  every  (hilling  he  would  fave  in  not  having  this  work  well 
performed,  he  would  lofe  ten  at  lead  in  the  crop. 

When  the  whole  piece  of  ground  intended  for  the  plantation 
is  thus  prepared,  the  lets  are  to  be  put  in,  and  the  fame  care 
and  attention  are  requifite  here  as  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
bufinefs,  for  the  lead  omilfion  or  negleft  is  fure  to  be  attended 
with  lofs.  The  firft  thing  to  be  regarded  in  this  refpeft,  is  the 
choice  of  the  plants,  or  fets,  and  the  fecond  is  placing  them 
properly  in  the  ground. 

Choice  Ihould  be  made  of  fuch  only  as  are  in  good  condition, 
and  have,  as  the  planters  call  it,  a good  eye,  or  bud.  They 
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are  either  raifed  from  feeds,  or  procured  from  the  heads  of  the 
old  roots,  moll  commonly  the  latter,  and  Ihould  be  about  a 
foot  in  length,  found,  frelh,  and  clear  on  the  furface. 

About  the  beginning  of  March,  when  the  fets  are  chofen, 
and  the  ground  is  perfeflly  prepared,  is  the  feafon  for  plant- 
ing, which  Ihould  be  performed  in  the  following  manner. 

Let  there  be  got  in  readinefs  a gardener’s  line,  of  fuch  a 
length  as  to  extend  from  one  fide  of  the  ground  to  the  other, 
if  it  be  but  fmall,  but  if  larger,  it  may  be  removed  from  place 
to  place  occafionally.  A couple  of  flicks  fharpened  at  the 
end,  and  a ball  of  cord,  is  all  that  is  necellary  for  this  pur- 
pofe.  Befides  the  line,  the  planter  mull  be  furnilhed  with  a 
fetting  Hick,  which  may  be  of  any  convenient  length,  but  the 
bell  way  is  to  have  it  of  a certain  dimenlion  that  it  may  ferve 
for  a meafure,  and  for  this  purpofe  it  Ihould  be  juft  a foot  and 
half  long,  with  a handle  or  crutch  at  the  top  like  a fpade,  and 
a point  made  of  a fquare  piece  of  iron  in  form  of  a very 
large  fpike,  and  hollowed  at  the  upper  end  to  receive  the 
wood. 

All  things  being  in  readinefs,  let  the  line  be  drawn  at  about 
the  diltance  of  a foot  from  the  outlide  of  the  prepared  ground. 
The  planter  then,  taking  his  fets  in  his  apron,  or  a balket, 
and  the  fetting  Hick  in  his  hand,  may  begin  to  plant,  placing 
the  full  fet  at  about  half  the  Hicks  length  from  the  end  of  the 
line.  When  he  has  done  this,  let  him  meafure  from  it  along 
the  line  the  length  of  his  fetting  Hick,  and  at  that  dillance 
plant  another,  and  fo  on  for  the  whole  length. 

The  manner  of  putting  in  the  fets  is  this:  Let  the  end  of 
the  fetting  Hick,  which  is  pointed  with  iron,  be  thrull  into 
the  ground  till  the  handle  almoft  touches  the  furface,  and  then 
being  gently  drawn  out  again  there  will  remain  a hole  about 
fixteen  inches  deep,  into  which  is  to  be  put  a fet  of  the  Liquo- 
rice, carefully  and  evenly  thrufting  it  down  till  the  head  of  it 
where  the  bud,  or  eye  is,  be  one  inch,  or  a little  more  below 
the  furface;  the  other  end  will  then  about  reach  the  bottom 
of  the  hole,  and  a little  mould  being  drawn  over  the  top,  the 
fet  will  be  compleatly  well  planted. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  row  is  to  be  planted  exadlly  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  when  that  is  compleated  a fecond  is  to 
be  begun  at  the  diftance  of  two  feet  and  a half  from  it.  But 
in  planting  this  it  will  be  bell  not  to  place  the  plants  exaflly 
oppofite  to  thofe  in  the  lalt  row,  but  in  the  middle  between 
them.^ 
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The  fecond  row  being  put  in,  the  line  is  to  be  drawn  for  i 
third,  and  the  plants  in  this  (hould  be  fet  oppofite  to  thofe  in 
the  firit  row,  which  being  done  every  fourth  plant  of  the  firft 
and  third  row  will  have  one  plant  of  the  fecond  row  in  their 
center. 

This  method  is  to  be  followed  throughout  the  whole  field, 
and  is  called  the  quincunx  manner  of  planting  ; the  effedl  of^ 
which  is,  that  look  which  ever  way  you  will  at  the  plantation, 
when  the  Items  are  rifen,  they  will  appear  in  regular  rows  the 
whole  extent  of  the  ground. 

The  w'hole  being  planted,  the  earth  is  to  be  finely  raked, 
and  the  furface  made  pcrfe&ly  level.  Thus  it  is  to  be  left  for 
the  prefent,  and  the  advantages  of  fo  regular  a piece  of  hulban- 
dry  will  fufficiently  recompence  the  planter’s  trouble. 

The  heads  of  the  young  plants  will  quickly  appear,  and 
weeds  of  the  annual  kinds  will  fpring  up  in  abundance  along 
with  them;  thefe  may  be  eafily  and  expeditioully  deltroyed 
by  going  over  them  with  the  hand  hoe.  This  hoeing  mull  be 
occafionally  repeated  during  the  fummer,  the  expence  attend- 
ing it  will  be  but  fmall,  and  all  the  care  requifite  in  performing 
it,  is  to  avoid  cutting  or  wounding  the  young  plantation. 

The  ground  being  thus  kept  clear  during  the  fummer,  it 
will  be  well  worth  while  to  turn  the  whole  over  one  fpit  deep 
between  the  rows  as  foon  as  the  leaves  begin  to  decay.  And 
a month  or  two  after,  let  a fmall  quantity  of  very  rotten  dung 
be  fcattered  all  over  the  furface.  This  will  cover  the  crowns 
of  the  young  plants,  and  defend  them  from  the  feverity  of  the 
winter’s  froft,  and  when  thofe  are  pall,  the  rains  will  in  a man- 
ner diffolve  the  very  fubftance  of  the  dung,  and  convey  its 
riches  into  the  heart  of  this  fine  loofe  earth  for  the  bettef 
nourifhment  of  the  plants.  In  the  fpring  what  remains  will 
be  dug  in  by  turning  the  fpaces  between  the  rows  over  again, 
where  by  mixing  and  fermenting  with  the  mould,  it  will  break 
and  divide  the  foil  as  well  as  enrich  it  farther. 

All  that  remains  to  be  done  the  fecond  fummer,  is  to  keep 
the  plants  free  from  weeds,  and  at  the  end  of  the  third  they 
will  be  ready  to  take  up  for  ufe. 

The  juice,  or  extradl  of  Liquorice,  is  made  by  gently  boil- 
ing the  frefh  roots  in  water,  draining  the  decoftion,  and  when 
the  impurities  have  fubfided,  evaporating  it  over  a gentle  heat 
till  it  will  no  longer  Hick  to  the  fingers. 

It  is  better  before  boiling  the  roots  to  cut  them  into  fmall 
pieces,  that  they  may  the  more  readily  give  out  their  virtiies, 

for 
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for  if  the  boiling  is  long  continued,  the  rich  fweet  tafle,  for 
which  this  preparation  is  fo  juftly  efteemed,  will  be  greatly 
injured.  For  the  fame  reafon  the  quantity  of  water  ought  to 
be  no  larger  than  what  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  extraft  the 
virtues  of  the  root.  A quart,  or  at  n*!Uhree  pints,  will  be 
found  a fufficient  quantity  for  a pound  of  Liquorice.  It  woud 
be  of  confiderable  advantage  to  the  preparation,  and  probably 
lefs  expenlive  to  the  preparers  to  ufe  the  juice  of  the  roots, 
which  might  be  obtained  by  prefling  them  between  iron  rollers, 
in  the  manner  pradticed  abroad  for  obtaining  the  juice  of  the 
fugar  cane,  inftead  of  the  above  decodtion. 

Large  quantities  of  extradl  of  Liquorice  have  been  annually 
brought  from  Spain,  and  other  foreign  countries,  but  it  is 
very  feldom  that  we  meet  with  any  that  is  pure  in  the  (hops. 
The  makers,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  being  either  very 
flovenly  in  the  preparation,  or  elfe  they  defignedly  mix  it  with 
fand  and  other  impurities.  When  made  with  due  care  it  is 
exceedingly  fweet,  of  a much  more  agreeable  tafle  than  the 
root  itfelf,  and  has  an  agreeable  fmell.  Put  into  boiling 
water  it  totally  diflolves  without  depofiting  any  fediment. 


LIVER  WORT.  Noble. 

Anemone  Hematic  a,  13.  7. 

Root  : perennial;  it  confifts  of  a large  flelhy  head,  which 
is  hung  fo  thick  on  all  parts  with  fibres,  as  to  appear  at  firlt 
fight  nothing  but  a tuft  of  them.  . 

Flowers:  appearing  before  the  leaves;  they  rife  mime- 
diately  from  the  root  on  fhort  flender  fruit-ftalks,  and  are 
moderately  large;  their  colour  is  naturally  a pale  blue,  but 
they  are  frequently  red. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  flender,  weak  leaf-ftalks;  t ey .are 
large,  divided  into  three  lobes,  of  a flefhy  fubftance,  a little 
hairy,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  three  final  1 pointed  leaves. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  three,  fix,  or  nine  petals,  of  an 

Chaves  : very  numerous ; they  are  flender,  about  half  the 
length  of  the  cup,  and  fupport  double  tips,  which  Hand  in  an 
eredt  pofition. 

Pointal!  the  feed-buds,  which  are  very  numerous,  are 
collected  into  a head,  and  terminate  in  pointed  fhafts,  witti 
blunt  fummits.  c„„„ 
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Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  numerous,  pointed,  retaining  the  fhaft. 

It  is  a native  of  Germany,  and  other  parts  of  Europe  ; but 
we  have  it  in  our  gardens,  to  which  it  is  one  of  the  chief  orna- 
ments in  February  and  March. 

An  infufion,  or  tea  made  with  the  leaves  of  this  plant  is  a 
good  medicine  in  obftruftions  of  the  liver,  and  other  vifcera. 
It  hkewife  operates  by  urine  ; and  if  adminiftered  early  in  the 
diforder,  will  frequently  cure  the  jaundice.  Outwardly,  they 
are,  when  bruited,  a good  application  to  recent  wounds  and 
contufions. 


LIVER  W ORT.  Ground. 

Lichen  Caniniu , 24.  3. 

Root:  fcarcely  perceptible. 

Leaves:  fpreading  on  the  furface  of  the  ground  ; they  are 
large,  flat,  divided  into  lobes,  woolly,  and  veined  on  the 
under-fide,  but  of  a brownifh  colour  above,  and  covered  with 
a kind  of  aih  coloured  mealinefs. 

Flowers  : inconfpicuous. 

Seeds:  contained  in  the  tops  of  the  leaves,  which  turn  up, 
and  are  ofa  reddilh  colour. 

It  grows  plentifully  on  heaths,  dry  banks,  and  fliady  places, 
and  is  in  perfe&ion  about  the  latter  end  of  Auguft. 

d he  whole  of  this  plant  is  ufed,  and  is  the  principal  ingre- 
dient in  the  late  famous  Dr.  Mead’s  medicine  for  the  bite  of 
mad  animals  ; who,  after  a long  experience  of  its  good  effefts, 
declares,  that  he  never  knew  it  fail  in  a Angle  inftance,  when 
ufed  with  the  affiftance  of  cold  bathing,  hefore  the  Hydropho- 
bia, or  dread  of  liquids,  had  feized  the  patient.  The  medicine 
was  compofed  of  equal  parts  of  the  herb  and  black  pepper,  and 
he  direfts  it  to  be  taken  to  the  amount  ofa  dram  and  an  half,  in 
balf  a pint  of  warm  milk,  four  mornings  together  ; but  before 
taking  them,  the  patient  is  direfted  to  lofe  nine  or  ten  ounces  of 
blood  and  after  them,  to  be  plunged  in  cold  water  every  morn- 
ing a.  ing,  for  the  Ipace  of  a month,  and  then  twice  a week 
°Ja  _0l"tnight  longer,  by  which  time  the  danger  will  be  over. 

It  is  hkewife  poflefled  ofa  warm  diuretic  quality,  and  may 
e a vantageoufly  ufed  in  droplies,  and  other  complaints  arifing 
from  obllrudlions  of  the  vifcera. 
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LOGWOOD.  Tree. 

BLObDWOOD. 

Htematoxylum  Campecbianum,  10.  1. 

Root:  woody  and  fpreading. 

Stem:  tree-like;  covered  with  a rugged  bark,  and  fet  very 
thick  with  large  fpreading  branches,  which  are  armed  with 
fharp  thorns  of  a reddifh  colour. 

Leaves  : of  the  winged  kind  ; each  entire  leaf  being  com- 
pofed  of  feveral  pair  of  little  leaves,  which  are  attached  to  the 
two  fides  of  a common  rib,  and  there  is  an  odd  one  at  the  extre- 
mity of  it.  They  are  of  a fine  bright  green  colour. 

Flowers:  large,  numerous,  of  a fine  red  colour,  and  very 
fragrant. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  a fingle  compreffed  coloured 
leaf,  with  a fhort  flelhy  tube,  and  a border  divided  into  five 
egg-fhaped  fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  egg-fhaped  equal  petals,  a little 
larger  than  the  divifions  of  the  cup. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  a little  larger  than  the 
bloffom,  and  fupport  fmall  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  the  fhaft 
fimple,  and  equal  to  the  chives  in  length,  with  a thickifh  fum- 
mit  notched  at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel:  a large  lance  fhaped,  but  obtufed  capfule, 
or  pod. 

Seeds:  but  few  ; they  are  large,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  a 
little  compreffed. 

It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  America,  and  when  in 
perfedlion  exhibits  a very  beautiful  appearance. 

A ftrong  deco&ion  of  the  wood  is  found  very  efficacious  for 
flopping  obftinate  purgings,  without  contra&ing  the  fibres,  as 
the  common  aflringents  do.  It  fheaths  and  blunts  fharp  acri- 
monious humours,  and  has  more  of  a balfamic,  than  an  aftrin- 
gent  tafle.  It  flrengthens  the  flomach  and  bowels,  and,  in- 
deed, the  general  habit,  and  is  an  agreeable  medicine  to  take, 
being  free  from  any  thing  difgullful  to  the  tafle,  and  almofl 
void  of  fmell.  The  decoftion  is  made  by  boiling  three  ounces 
of  powdered  logwood  in  four  pints  of  water,  till  it  comes  to  a 
quart,  and  then  adding  about  cwq  drachms  of  cinnamon, 
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which  muft  be  allowed  to  boil  together  with  the  logwood  a few 
, minutes  longer;  then,  after  letting  it  cool,  the  liquor  muft  be 
It  rained  off  for  ufe,  and  may  be  taken,  to  the  amount  of  three 
or  four  ounces,  three  or  four  times  a day.  This  decoftion  is 
equally  agreeable,  mild,  and  fafe,  and  has  this  advantage  at- 
tending  it,  that  it  may  be  adminiflered  with  equal  fafety,  whe- 
ther the  diforder  is  attended  with  a fever,  or  not.  It  com- 

mjj-^tingeS,the  ft°0ls' and  fometinies  the  ur'ne,  of  a deep 
reddilh  purple  colour ; of  which  circumftance  the  patient 

ought  to  be  apprized,  that  he  may  not  alarm  himfelf,  by  fup- 
pofing  the  colour  of  the  difcharge  owing  to  blood. 


loosetrife. 

Lyftmachia  Vulgaris , 5.  r. 

Root  ••  perennial,  long,  Render,  creeping,  'white,  and  hung 
with  numerous  fibres. 

Stem  : firm,  upright,  fcored,  woolly,  of  a hard  confidence, 
branched  towards  the  top,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves:  growing  in  a kind  of  whorl,  three  or  four  to- 
gether;  they  are  large,  without  leaf-ftalks,  broadeft  in  the 
middle,  pointed  at  the  end,  woolly  underneath,  a little  hairy 
above,  and  of  a beautiful  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  clufters  or  bunches  • 
they  are  confiderably  large,  and  of  a beautiful  gold  yellow.  ’ 
Flower-cup  : a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  lharp  upright 
fegments,  which  are  edged  with  red,  and  fringed. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a fingle  flat  petal,  without  any  tu- 
bular part.  It  is  divided  into  five  oblong  fegments. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  unequal,  awl-fhaped,  broad  at  the 
bafe,  and  united  fo  as  to  form  a cylinder  round  the  feed-bud. 
The  tips  are  longilh,  and  taper,  with  red  edges. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  fhaft  flender,  and 
as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh  capfule,  containing  feveral 
Seeds:  of  an  angular  figure. 

It  is  found  growing  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  and  in  ihady 
mar  ies,  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  flowers  appear 
In  June. 

It  is  of  an  aftringent  balfamic  nature,  and  has  the  credit  of 
tong  fo  excellent  a vulnerary,  that  if  the  young  leaves  are 
bound  about  a frefh  wound,  they  will  immediately  check  the 
bleeding,  and  perform  a cure  in  a very  fhort  time. 
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The  root  dried  and  given  in  powder  is  good  againft  the 
whites,  immoderate  menitrual  difcharges,  the  bloody  flux,  and 
purgings.  Hill. 


L O V A G E. 

Ligujlicum  Lc'vijlicuni,  5.  %. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  brown,  and  furnilhed  with 
numerous  fibres.  It  is  of  a warm  aromatic  tafte,  and  has  rather 
a ftrong  difagreeable  fmell,  which  is  common  to  all  the  other 

parts  of  the  plant.  . , , . 

Stem:  round,  thick,  upright,  furrowed,  divided  into  nu- 
merous branches,  and  fix  or  eight  feet  high. 

Leaves:  large,  and  of  the  winged  kind.  Each  leaf  is  com- 
pofed  of  feveral  fmaller,  which  are  broad,  Ihort,  notched,  and 
jagged  on  the  edges,  and  of  a deep  fhining  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  large rundles 5 they 
are  fingly  finall,  and  of  a pale  green  colour.  Each  rundle  has 
a fence  of  feven  unequal  membranaceous  leaves,  and  the  rund- 

Iets  another  of  about  four. 

Flower-cup:  marked  with  five  little  teeth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  equal  flat  petals,  entire  on  the 
edges,  rolled  inward,  and  marked  on  the  infide  with  a rib  the 
whole  length  of  the  petal.  k „ 

Chives:  five,  refembling  hairs;  they  are  (hotter  than  the 

petals,  and  fupport  Ample  tips. 

Point  al  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflom,  fup- 
porting  two  flender  (hafts,  which  Hand  clofe  together,  and  are 
furnifhed  with  roundilh  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower;  they  are  connected,  but 
feparate  very  eafily  ; their  form  is  oblong;  their  furface  gloffy 
and  marked  with  five  ridges  on  one  fide,  but  flat  on  the  other. 


It  is  a native  of  Spain,  but  is  kept  in  our  gardens  for  medical 
purpofes,  and  flowers  with  us  in  July. 

The  root  and  feeds  are  of  a cordial  fudorific  nature,  and 
many  authors  of  credit  recommend  the  ufe  of  them  in  pelti- 
lential  diforders.  An  infufion  of  the  root  increafes  the  urinary 
difcharge,  removes  obftruftions  of  the  vifcera,  brings  away 
gravel,  and  helps  the  jaundice : the  feeds  produce  the  like 
effedls,  and  are  potent  difperfers  of  wind  in  the  ftomach. 


LUNG- 
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LUNGWORT  OF  THE  OAK. 

Lichen  Pulmonarius , 24.  3. 

Root:  very  Email.  i 

Leaves  : fpreading,  large,  jagged  on  the  edges,  obtufe, 
fmooth,  pitted  on  the  upper  fide,  downy  underneath,  of  a yel- 
lowifh  colour,  and  a fubftance  refembling  leather. 

Flowers:  inconfpicuous. 

Seeds:  contained  in  little  red  heads,  which  rife  from  the 
edges  of  the  leaves. 

It  grows  on  the  trunks  of  trees,  particularly  oak  and  alh, 
but  is  not  very  common. 

This  plant  is  lefs  known  than  it  deferves  to  be.  It  is  an 
excellent  aftringent,  and  given  in  a ftrong  decodtion  ; flops 
overflowings  of  the  menfes,  and  all  other  bleedings,  but  more 
particularly  fpitting  of  blood,  from  which  circumflance  it  is 
fuppofed  to  be  efficacious  in  confumptive  cafes.  It  may  be 
dried,  and  given  in  powder,  but  the  other  way  deferves  the 
preference. 


LUNG  W O R T.  Golden, 

Hieracium  Murorum,  19.  1. 

Root  : perennial.  It  is  compofed  of  numerous  fmall  brown 
fibres. 

Stem  : fingle,  round,  (lender,  very  hairy,  fometimes  a little 
branched  at  the  top,  but  oft  times  fimple,  and  about  a foot  or 
eighteen  inches  high. 

Leaves:  thofe  which  proceed  immediately  from  the  root 
are  pretty  numerous  ; they  Hand  on  long  leaf-ilalks,  and  are 
of  an  oblor.g  form,  (lightly  notched  on  the  edges,  and  hairy. 
There  is,  in  general,  only  a fingle  one  of  nearly  the  fame 
Itrudlure  on  the  Item,  but  fometimes  there  are  three  or  four. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Item  in  a bunch  ; they  are  but 
few ; their  colour  is  a bright  yellow,  and  they  are  of  the  com- 
pound kind. 

b lower-cup  : compofed  of  numerous  (trap-ffiaped  unequal 
leaves,  lying  lengthways,  one  over  another,  in  the  manner  of 
tiles. 


Blossom  : 
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Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  flat,  narrow  florets, 
which  are  uniformly  of  the  fame  ihape  and  fize,  lopped  and 
marked  with  five  teeth  at  the  end,  and  all  of  them  -urmihed 
with  both  chives  and  pointals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  {lender  and  fhort,  and  have 
their  tips  united,  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylinder. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  nearly  egg-fhaped,  and  fupports 
a thread-lhaped  lhaft,  which  is  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  ter- 
minated by  two  reflefted  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  inclofed  in  the  cup  ; they  are  lhort,  have  four  blunt 
edges,  and  are  crowned  with  an  hairy  feather. 

It  is  found  in  woods,  corn  fields,  and  on  old  ruinous  walls. 
The  blofloms  appear  in  J uly. 

The  young  leaves,  which  rife  immediately  from  the  root,  are 
to  be  ufed  ; they  are  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  of  colts-foot, 
but  they  poflefs  their  virtues  in  a much  higher  degree.  A ftrong 
infufion  of  them  is  conftantly  ufed  in  many  places,  for  difeafes 
of  the  lungs,  fuch  as  coughs,  afthmas,  and  the  firfl:  ftages  of 
confumptions ; and  with  much  greater  fuccefs  than  could  be 
expefted  from  fo  fimple  a remedy.  Hill. 

LUPINE.  White. 

Lupinus  Albus,  17.  4. 

Root  : annual,  long,  {lender,  white,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  firm,  upright,  branched,  of  a pale  green  co- 
lour, and  about  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  winged;  they  are  fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks, 
and  confilt  of  about  feven  long  narrow  parts  or  fegments. 
which  refemble  the  fingers  of  a man’s  hand,  and  are  of  a duflty 
green  colour. 

Flowers  : numerous,  and  large.  They  are  fituated  in  the 
bofoms  of  the  leaves,  from  whence  feveral  of  them  rife  toge- 
ther, and  are  fupported  on  lhort  fruit-ftalks.  Their  colour  is 
commonly  white,  but  by  the  gardener’s  {kill  and  labour,  we 
frequently  fee  them  variegated  with  blue. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  which  is  divided 

into  two  fegments. 

Blossom:  butterfly-lhaped.  The  Itandard,  or  uppermofl: 
petal,  is  roundifli,  but  notched  at  the  end,  with  reflected  com- 
pelled fides ; the  wings,  or  lateral  petals,  are  egg-fhaped,  and 
almoit  as  long  as  the  itandard  ; the  keel,  or  lowermoft  part  of 

the 
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the  bloflom  is  cloven  at  the  bafe,  bent  liken  fickle  upwards, 
flxarply  pointed,  and  as  long  as  the  wings,  but  narrower. 

Chives  : ten  ; they  are  united  at  the  bafe,  but  diftimft 
above  ; the  tips  are  five  of  them  round,  and  the  other  five  of 
an  oblong  form. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  awl-lhaped,  comprefled,  and 
covered  with  a downy  fubftance ; the  lhaft  awl-lhaped,  and 
terminated  by  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a large,  oblong,  comprefled,  pointed  pod,  of 
a tough  leathery  fubftance. 

Seeds:  feveral  in  each  pod  ; they  are  large,  and  of  a round- 
ifli  figure,  but  a little  comprefled. 

It  is  a native  of  Spain,  but  is  common  in  our  gardens,  where 
it  flourilhes  very  well,  and  produces  its  beautiful  blofloms  in 
July. 

A decoflion  of  the  feeds  increafes  the  urinary  fecretions,  re- 
moves obftrudlions  of  the  menfes,  and  is  frequently  found  fer- 
viceable  in  the  jaundice,  and  the  beginning  of  dropfical  com- 
plaints. It  is  likewife  an  excellent  lotion  for  childrens’ fore 
heads,  fpeedily  cleaning  and  difpofing  them  to  heal. 

Sweetened  with  honey,  it  deftroys  worms  in  the  inteftines. 


MADDER. 

Rubia  Tin  ft  or ia,  4.  I. 

Root  : perennial ; it  confifts  of  many  long  and  moderately 
thick  parts,  which  creep  beneath  the  furfaceof  the  earth,  and 
foon  fpread  to  a great  diftance.  Their  colour  is  red,  and  they 
arefurnilhed  with  a few  fmall  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  angular,  weak,  branched,  and  about  a 
foot  and  an  half  high  ; the  corners  are  furnilhed  with  a kind  of 
weak  prickly  fubftances,  by  which  they  take  hold  of,  and  ad- 
here to  any  thing  they  happen  to  touch. 

Leaves:  difpofed  in  whorls  at  the  joints  of  the  ftem ; there 
are  five  or  fix  in  each  whorl ; they  are  moderately  large,  of  an 
oval  figure,  and  fo  rough,  that  one  would  almoft  fuppofe  them 
prickly. 

Flowers  : produced  in  clufters  at  the  extremities,  and  from 
the  fides  of  the  branches ; they  are  fmall,  and  of  a faint  yel- 
lowilh  green  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  which  is  very  mi- 
nute, and  marked  with  four  flight  notches. 


Blossom  : 
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Blossom  : a Angle  bell-fhaped  petal,  which  is  flat,  and  di- 
vided into  four  fegments..  _ 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  fhorter  than  the  bloL 

foci,  and  terminated  by  Ample  tips.  . 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  Atuated  beneath  the  bloflom,  and 
is  compofed  of  two  parts  ; the  fhaft  is  flender,  cloven  at  the 
extremity,  and  terminated  by  two  roundilh  fummits. 

Seeo-vessel:  two  fmooth  roundilh  berries,  united  to- 
gether. 

Seeds:  one  in  each  berry;  they  are  roundilh,  and  marked 
with  a hollow  dot. 

It  is  cultivated  in  many  parts  of  England  for  the  ufe  of  the 
dyers,  to  whom  it  is  Angularly  ufeful.  The  flowers  appear  in 

July.  # 

The  roots  are  the  only  parts  applicable  to  medical  purpoles, 
and  they  have  a weak,  bitterilh,  and  fomewhat  aftringent  tafte. 
A ftrong  decoftion  of  it  is  a good  diuretic,  and  is  frequently 
ufed,  with  happy  effedls,  in  obftrudtions  of  the  vifcera.  It 
difperfes  coagulated  blood,  occafioned  by  blows  or  falls ; cures 
the  jaundice,  and  is  ufeful  in  the  beginning  of  dropfles.  Taken 
for  aconflderable  time,  it  cleanfes  the  kidnies  and  urinary  or- 
gans from  gravel,  and  other  fabulous  concretions.  It  tinges 
the  urine  of  a red  colour  ; and  it  has  been  obferved,  that  the 
bones  of  fowl,  &c.  that  have  had  it  mixed  in  their  food,  foon 
become  red,  and  much  more  brittle  than  ufual  ; nor  will  boiling 
them  in  water,  or  fteepingthem  in  fpirits  of  wine,  reftore  them 
to  their  natural  colour. 


MADWORT.  German* 

Afperugo  Procumbent , 5.  I. 

Root  : annual,  long,  thick,  and  furnilhed  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Stem:  trailing,  angular,  and  branched  ; the  angles  are  befet 
with  ftrong  hooked  prickles,  which  bend  backwards. 

Leaves:  oblong,  but  lharply  pointed;  they  Hand  alter- 
nately towards  the  bottom  of  the  Item,  but  towards  the  top 
two  or  three,  and  fometimes  more,  rife  together ; they  are 
hairy,  and  of  a bright  green  colour. 

Flowers  : fmall ; they  rife  from  the  bofoms  of  the  upper 
leaves,  and  are  of  a deep  blue  colour. 

VIII.  Qjq  ' Flower- 
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Floweh-cup  : a Tingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  upright,  but 
unequal  fegments. 

Blossom:  a funnel-fhaped  petal,  with  a (hort  cylindrical 
tube,  and  a border  divided  into  five  fmall  obtufe  fegments; 
the  mouth  of  the  blofiom  is  clofed  by  five  little  fcales  or  valves. 

Chives:  five;  very  (hort,  and  attached  to  the  mouth  of 
the  tube.  The  tips  are  covered,  and  of  an  oblong  form. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  four  in  number,  on  each, 
flower,  and  from  the  center  of  them  rifes  a Tingle,  (hort,  but 
flender  (haft,  with  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting,  but  the  place  of  it  is  fupplied  by 
the  cup,  which  grows  very  large,  clofes  upon,  and  contains  the 

Seeds:  which  are  four  in  number,  and  of  an  oblong  com- 
prefled  form. 

It  is  found  by  road  Tides,  and  among  rubbi(h.  The  flowers 
appear  in  April  and  May. 

It  is  fuppofed  to  be  of  great  efficacy  in  nervous  diforders,  but 
its  virtues  are  not  fufficiently  eftablifhed  to  entitle  it  to  any 
great  encomiums.  It  is,  however,  worthy  of  a trial,  and  can- 
not produce  any  bad  effedts. 

MAIDENHAIR.  The  True. 

Adianthum  Capillum  Veneris-,  24.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofedof  numerous  fmall  fibres. 

Leaves  : of  the  doubly-compound  kind.  They  are  fup- 
ported  on  long,  black,  glofly  leaf-dalks,  which  fupport  a num- 
ber of  lefler  leaf-ffalks,  (landing  in  alternate  order ; and  on 
each  of  thefe  (land  feveral  roundilh  leaves,  divided  into  lobes, 
and  mounted  on  Ihort  pedicles. 

Flowers:  inconfpicuous. 

Seeds  : difpofed  in  white  lines  at  the  edges  of  the  leaves. 

It  grows  wild  on  rocks  in  fome  parts  of  our  ifland  ; but  that 
which  is  met  with  at  the  druggiits  is  procured  from  France. 
The  plant  is  in  perfeflion  in  the  latter  end  of  fummer. 

A decodtion  of  the  fre(h  plant  is  gently  diuretic,  and  removes 
obllrudlions  of  the  lungs  and  other  vifcera  ; and  made  into  a 
fyrup,  it  is  an  excellent' medicine  for  coughs,  hoarfenefies,  and 
other  diforders  of  the  bread.  There  are  three  or  four  more 
kinds  of  Maidenhair,  but  as  they  only  differ  from  this  in  being 
lefs  efficacious,  wc  (hall  not  wade  time  or  paper  in  delcribing 
them. 
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MALLOW.  The  Common. 

Malt'd  Syltejlris,  1 6.  8. 

Foot:  perennial,  long,  thick,  white,  and  furmfhed  with. 

many  fmall  fibres.  , 

Stem:  round,  firm,  nearly  upright,  woolly,  of  an  equa. 

thickncfs  throughout,  and  about  a foot  high.  ....  , • 

L eaves:  numerous,  of  a roundilh  form,  but  divided  into 
five,  fix,  or  feven  lobes  ; they  are  unequally  notched  on  the 
edges,  and  hairy  on  both  fides,  with  a dark  purple  ftain  neat 

the  infertidn  of  the  leaf-ftalk.  a . 

Flowers  : large,  and  of  a beautiful  red  colour  ; they  Hand 

in  great  numbers  at  the  top  of  the  Item  and  branches. 

Flower-cup:  double;  the  outermoft  is  compofed  ot  three 
narrow  heart- fhaped  leaves;  the  infide  one  is  divided  into  five, 

which  are  broader,  and  more  fharply  pointed. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  large  inverfely  heart-fhaped 

P"ch*ives:  very  numerous;  they  are  attached  at  the  bafe  to 
the  blofl'om,  in  form  a cylinder,  but  loofe  at  the  top,  and  fur- 

nifhed  with  kidney- fhaped  tips.  - 

Pol  nt a l : the  feed-bud  is  round,  but  a little  flatted,  an 

fupports  a fhprt  cylindrical  fhaft,  which  is  furnifhed  with  about 

twenty  long  briftly  fummits.  , , 

Seed-vessels,  or  rather  feed-coats:  difpofed  in  a whorl 
round  the  common  receptacle  of  the  flower,  which  Hands  in 

the  center  like  a pillar. 

Seeds  : folitary,  and  kidney-fhaped,  but  a little  compreited. 

It  is  common  in  wafte  places,  and  flowers  the  greateft  part  of 

fumrr.er.  , r 

£j  is  cf  a cooling  diuretic  quality.  The  leaves  were  for- 
merly much  efteemed  as  an  emollient,  or  laxative,  in  dry 
coftive  habits.  At  prefent,  infufions  or  decoftions  of  them  are 
fometimes  ufed  to  promote  urine,  and  relieve  the  ftranguary, 
for  which  they  are  very  effettual ; they  are  likewife  good  for 
fharp  humours  in  the  bowels,  and  againft  the  gtavel  ; but  the 
principal  ufe  of  the  herb  is  in  emollient  glylters,  poultices,  and 

The  roots  are  fometimes  recommended  in  diforders  of  the 
bread  and  deferve  more  notice  than  is  bellowed  on  them  in  the 
prefent  practice.  There  is  a little  kind  of  mallow,  which  lies 

flat  on  the  ground,  and  produces  whitifh  flowers;  and  an.ther 

Qjj  2 which 
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which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Vervain  Mallow,  the 
leaves  of  which  are  cut  and  finely  divided,  and  the  flowers  of  a 
very  bright  and  beautiful  red  colour;  either  of  which  may  be 
ufed  in  the  place  of  the  common  one,  as  they  appear  to  pofiefs 
jimilar  virtues. 

M A L L O W.  Marsh. 

Althxa  Officinalis , 16,  8. 

Roots  : long,  white,  toughs  and  furnifhed  with  a few  very 
large  fibres. 

Stem  : upright,  robuft,  of  a hard  fubftance,  covered  with  a 
cottony  matter,  a little  branched  towards  the  top,  and  three  or 
four  feet  high. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  Hand  in  an  irregular  manner  on 
the  Item,  and  are  fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks.  They  are 
large,  and  of  a form  approaching  to  oval.  Some  of  them  are 
obfcurely  divided  into  the  lobes,  and  all  of  them  are  notched  or 
fcolloped  on  the  edges,  and  very  foft  to  the  touch,  feeling  ex- 
actly like  velvet. 

Flowers  : produced  towards  the  tops  of  the  Hem  ; they  are 
large  and  white,  with  a faint  tinge  of  purple. 

Flower-cup  : double,  as  in  the  common  mallow,  only  in 
this  the  outermofl  of  them  is  divided  into  nine  fmall  unequal 
fegments  ; and  the  inner  one  into  five. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  inverfely  heart-fhaped  petals, 
which  are  flat,  notched  at  the  end,  and  united  at  the  bale. 

Chives  : numerous ; they  are  united  at  the  bafe,  and  fup- 
port  fmall  kidney-fhaped  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  the  (haft  cylindrical, 
and  furnifhed  with  numerous  long  briftly  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : the  feed-coats  form  a whorl  round  the  com- 
mon receptacle  of  the  flower,  which  (lands  up  like  a pillar  in 
the  center. 

Seeds:  folitary,  and  kidney-fhaped. 

This  plant  is  found  wild  by  the  fides  of  rivers  and  in  fait 
marfhes,  in  feveral  parts  of  England  ; and  is  alfo  kept  in  mofl 
gardens,  on  account  of  its  medicinal  qualities,  where  it  blof- 
foms  in  Auguft. 

The  whole  plant,  but  more  particularly  the  root,  abounds 
with  a mild  mucilage.  The  boiled  roots  are  frequently  ufed 
in  emollient  poultices,  and  an  infufion  of  them  is  ufeful  in  all 

cafes 
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cafes  where  mild  irtncilatginous  fubftances  are  required. 

11  Itf  is  excellent  for  blunting  and  flieathing  thofeffiarp  acri- 
monious humours  which  occafion  tickling  coughs,  hoarfenefs, 
erofions  of  the  ftomach  and  internes,  difficulty  and  heat  of 
urine,  and  for  lubricating  and  relaxing  the  paflages,  and  for 
the  ftone  and  gravelly  complaints.  Lewis. 

Outwardly  applied,  it  foftens  and  difperfes  hard  tumours 
and  fwellings.  A fyrup  and  an  ointment  of  it  are  kept  m the 
ffiops,  but  a ftrong  infufion  has  far  more  virtues  than  the  fy- 
rup and  a poultice  made  of  the  frefh  root,  with  the  addition 
of  a little  white  bread  and  milk,  will  prove  more  ferviceable 
when  applied  externally,  than  the  ointment. 


mandrake. 

Atropa  Mandr agora , 5.  I. 

Root  : perennial.  It  is  large,  long,  thick,  and  commonly 
divided  about  the  middle  into  two  parts  ; but  this  is  not  con- 
ftantly  the  cafe,  for  fometimes  it  is  divided  into  three  or  four 
parts,  and  fometimes  it  is  quite  Angle.  # 

LEAVES  t numerous,  and  very  large  ; they  rife  immediately 
from  the  root,  and  oftentimes  a foot  long,  and  four  inches 
wide  in  the  middle,  from  whence  they  grow  gradually  fmaller 
to  each  end.  They  are  often  waved,  and  fometimes  notched 
at  the  edges.  Their  colour  is  a dark  dufky  green,  and  they 
have  a very  unpleafant  fmell. 

Flowers:  fupported  fingly  on  {lender  fruit-italics,  which 
rife  immediately  from  the  root,  and  are  about  four  inches 
high.  They  are  large,  bell-ffiaped,  and  of  a whitifh  colour, 
tinged  with  purple. 

Flower-cup:  a (ingle  leaf  divided  into  five  pointed  feg- 
ments,  and  bulging  in  the  middle. 

Blossom:  a large  Angle  bell-ffiaped  petal,  having  a very 
jffiort  tube,  and  an  egg-ffiaped  diftended  border,  longer  than 
the  cup.  The  mouth  is  fmall,  and  divided  into  five  fegments. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-ffiaped,  and  as  long  as  the 
bloffom,  with  thick  blunt  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  half  egg-ffiaped,  and  fupports  a 
{lender  ffiaft  of  an  equal  length  with  the  chives,  and  terminated 
by  a knobbed  oblong  fummit.  , 

Seed-vessel  : a large  roundiffi  ffiining  yellow  berry,  divided 
into  two  cells,  and  fitting  upon  the  cup,  which  enlarges  after 
the  falling  of  the  flower. 


Seeds: 
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Seeds  : numerous,  and  kidney-lhapcd. 

It  is  a native  of  Spain,  Italy,  and  other  warm  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, where  it  is  found  in  damp  woods,  and  flowers  in  July. 

The  fruit  of  the  Mandrake  has  been  accounted  poifonous, 
but  without  any  juftcaufe,  as  it  may  be  eaten  with  fafety  ; 
hut  it  is  too  unpleafant  for  that  purpofe,  unlefs  medicinally. 
The  leaves  are  cooling,  and  are  much  ufed  for  that  purpofe  in 
ointments  and  other  external  applications  in  the  parts  where 
it  is  a native.  The  freflr  root  Operates  very  powerfully  both 
as  a vomit  and  purgative,  fo  that  few  conflitutions  can  bear  it. 
The  bark  of  the  root  dried  only  vomits,  but  in  a very  rough 
manner. 

This  is  the  root  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  the  human  form, 
and  of  which  fo  many  foolifh  dories  are  related,  as,  that  they 
fhriek  when  pulled  up,  and  that  thofe  who  get  them  make  ufe 
of  a dog  for  that  purpofe,  becaufe  it  is  fatal  to  any  perfon  to 
do  it ; and  many  others  equally  ridiculous  and  abfurd,  for  there 
is  nothing  Angular  in  the  root,  which,  when  Angle,  refemblM 
that  of  a carrot  or  parfnip,  more  than  a man,  and  when  di- 
vided, it  exhibits  no  more  that  appearance  than  any  other  long 
root,  that  meets  with  a Amilar  accident.  The  roots  which  are 
carried  about  and  fhewn  for  money,  and  have  the  head,  limbs, 
and  other  members  of  the  human  body,  are  made  fo  by  art, 
and  the  root  of  the  real  Mandrake  is  much  feldomer  ufed  for 
that  purpofe  than  the  root  of  white  briony,  which  is  cut  into 
the  intended  form,  and  then  put  for  a fhort  fpace  of  time  into 
the  ground  again,  where  it  acquires  a kind  of  Ikin  or  new  bark, 
in  a great  meafure  refembling  the  natural  one.  Molt  of  the 
idle  ltories  concerning  this  plant  appear  to  have  originated 
from  its  being  named  in  the  feripture,  and  many  have  fuppofed 
from  the  account  there  given  of  it,  that  it  was  a preventative 
from  barrennefs.  But  the  plant  we  have  been  treating  of 
does  not  poflefs  any  fuch  qualities ; nor  is  it  clearly  known, 
what  the  plant  named  in  feripture,  and  tranflated  Mandrake, 
is. 


MARJORAM.  Sweet. 

Origanum  Majorana,  14.  1. 

Root:  perennial;  it  is  compofed  of  numerous,  long,  tough, 
brownilh  libres. 

Stems  : numerous,  upright,  branched,  of  a brittle  fubflance, 
and  a brown  colour.  They  are,  in  general,  about  a foot  high. 

a Leaves: 
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Leaves  : proceed  in  croft  P=W,  « Ml  didances  from 
each  other.  They  are  of  an  oyal  Sgure,  broad  rn  the  noddle, 
obtufe  at  the  end,  of  a light  green  colour,  and  a pleafing  fra- 

E'“‘  : terminating  the  Bema  and' branches  in  long 

Square  fpikes  or  heads.  They  are  numerous,  [mall,  and  whitifh. 

Flower-cup  : fmall,  and  unequally  divided. _ _ 

Blossom:  a Angle  petal,  of  the  gaping  or  grinning  kind, 
with  a cylindrical,  comprefled  tube  ; the  upper  Up  is  erett,  Hat, 
blunt,  and  notched  at  the  end  ; the  under  lip  divided  into 
three  nearly  equal  parts* 

• Chives:  four;  they  are  (lender,  and  two  of  them  are  longer 
than  the  others.  The  tips  are  Ample. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  and  fup- 
ports  a (lender  (haft,  which  inclines  to  the  upper  lip  of  the 
blolfom,  and  terminates  in  a (lightly  divided  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  but  the  cup  rather  clofes  after  the 
fallingof  the  bloflbm,  and  (upplies  its  place. 

Seeds:  four  after  each  flower;  they  are  egg-fhaped,  and 
lie  naked  in  the  bottom  of  the  cup. 


It  is  a native  of  Spain,  and  other  warm  parts  of  Europe,  but 
is  common  in  our  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  July. 

A (Irong  infufion  of  the  leaves  or  young  tops,  warms  and 
(lengthens  the  ltomach,  and  is  good  in  vertigoes  or  giddinefs 
of  the  head,  as  likewife  for  the  head-ach,  and  oHier  nerv  ous 
diforders.  It  may  likewife  be  taken  to  good  purpofe  in  fup- 
preflions  of  the  menfes,  and  other  obftrudtions. 


MARJORAM. 


Wild. 


Origanum  Vulgaris,  14.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  numerous,  long,  and 
Render  fibres. 

Stem:  firm,  upright,  four  cornered,  hairy,  of  a purpleifh 
colour,  but  little  branched,  and  about  a foot  and  half  high. 

Leaves:  produced  in  pairs,  which  are  difpofed  crofs-ways  ; 
they  nrcofan  oval  form,  but  have  a heart-like  dent  at  the  bafe, 
and  are  fupported  on  fliort  leaf-llalks,  (lightly  notched  on  the 
edges,  a little  hairy  on  the  furface,  and  of  a brownilh  green 
colour.  * 

Flowers:  colle&ed  into  fmall  fpikes,  which  terminate  the 
branches ; they  are  final  I,  of  a faint  red  colour,  and  have 

inter- 
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intermixed  with  them  many  fmall  egg-lhaped  purple  floral 
leaves. 

Flower-cup:  nearly  equal ; it  is  clofed  at  the  mouth  with 
ftiff  briftly  hairs,  which  at  firft  lie  parallel  to  the  fldes,  but 
when  the  bloffom  falls  off  they  ftand  out,  and  clofe  up  the 
mouth.  The  outfide  of  the  cup  is  befet  pretty  thick  with 
fliort  hairs,  and  fmall  white  ihining  globules. 

Blossom  : of  the  gaping  kind  ; the  tube  is  but  fliort,  and 
flattilh ; the  upper  lip  Hands  erett  and  is  flat,  blunt,  and 
notched  at  the  end  ; the  lower  lip  is  divided  into  three  feg- 
ments,  the  middlemoft  of  which  is  longer  than  the  reft. 

Chives  : four;  two  of  which  are  longer  than  the  others. 
The  tips  are  Ample.  , 

Point al  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  and  fup- 
ports  a flender  ftiaft,  which  is  longer  than  the  bloffom,  and 
ends  in  a divided  fumrtiit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four;  they  are  fmall,  and  of  an  oblong  form. 

It  is  found  wild  in  many  parts  of  England,  and  flowers  in 
July. 

The  whole  plant  is  a warm  aromatic,  and  an  infufion  of  the 
dried  leaves  is  extremely  grateful.  The  eflential  oil  of  this 
plant  is  fo  exceedingly  acrid,  that  it  may  be  confidered  as  a 
cauftic,  and  indeed  is  much  ufed  among  farriers  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  A little  lint  moiftened  therewith,  and  put  into  the 

hollow  of  an  aching  tooth,  frequently  removes  the  pain- 

Withering. 

It  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  nervous  cafes.  The  leaves  and 
tops  dried,  and  given  in  powder,  are  good  in  head-achs  of 
that  kind.  The  tops  made  into  a conferve,  are  good  for  dif- 
orders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  fuch  as  flatulencies,  and 
indigeftion  ; and  an  infufion  of  the  whole  plant  is  ferviceable 
in  obftruttions  of  the  vifeera,  and  againft  the  jaundice. 

* 

MARYGOLD. 

Calendula  Officinalis,  19.  4 < 

Root  : annual,  and  fibrous.  ' 

Stem  : thick,  angular,  very  much  branched,  and  a loot  and 

half  high. 


Leaves  : 
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Leaves:  numerous,  and  large ; they  are  long,  narrow  at 
the  bafe,  and  from  thence  broader  all  the  way  to  the  end,  en- 
tire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a yellowifh  green  colour . 

Flowers:  of  the  compound  kind;  they  ftand  fingly  at  the 
tops  of  the  branches,  being  very  large,  and  of  a beautiful  yel- 
low colour. 

Flower-cup  : Ample  ; it  is  compofed  of  from  fourteen  to 
twenty  narrow  equal  Upright  fegments  or  leaves. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets.  Thofe  in  the 
center  of  the  flower  are  of  a tubular  form,  with  five  fmall- 
notches  at  the  mouth,  and  contain  both  chives  and  pointals ; 
thofe  in  the  circumference  are  tongue-fhaped,  very  long,  and. 
marked  at  the  end  with  three  notches. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  {lender  and  very  fhort ; the  tips 
are  united  into  a hollow  cylindric  body,  which  is  as  long  as 
the  floret. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud,  in  thofe  florets  which  contain 
both  chives  and  pointals,  is  of  an  oblong  form,  with  a fliort 
fhaft  and  a blunt,  ftraight  divided  fummit ; but  in  the  floret 
with  only  pointals,  it  is  three  cornered,  and  the  fhaft  fupports 
two  oblong  pointed,  and  refle&ed  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  in  the  central  florets  wanting  ; for  notwilhflanding 
they  contain  both  chives  and  pointals,  there  is  fome  latent 
defeat  in  the  others,  which  renders  them  abortive ; the  outer- 
moil  florets  are  each  of  them  followed  by  a large,  oblong,  in- 
curved, triangular  feed,  having  the  form  of  a vegetable  longi- 
tudinally engraved  on  the  outfide. 

\ 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  but  is  to  be 
met  with  inalmoft  every  garden,  where  it  continues  in  flower 
throughout  the  fummer  feafon. 

An  infufion  of  the  frefh  gathered  flower  is  good  in  fevers. 
It  gently  promotes  perfpiration,  and  throws  out  any  thing  that 
ought  to  appear  on  the  fkin.  Hill. 

A water  diftilled  from  them  is  good  for  inflamed  and  fore 
eyes.  A deccdlion  of  the  flowers  in  poflet  drink  is  much  ufed 
among  country  people  as  an  expulfive  in  the  fmall-pox  and 
meafle*.  The  leaves  of  the  plant,  when  chewed,  at  firil  com- 
municate a vifoid  fweetnefs,  which  is  followed  by  a fhar-p  pe- 
netrating tafte,  very  durable  in  the  mouth,  but  not  of  the  hot 
or  aromatic  kind,  but  rather  of  a faiinc  nature.  The  ex- 
prelfed  juice,  which  contains  the  greatefl:  part  of  this  pungent 
matter,  has  been  given  in  dofes  of  two  or  three  ounces,  with  a 
view  to  ioofen  ths  bdly,  which  it  feldom  fails  of  doing  ; and  it 

Rr  likcwil* 
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likewife  promotes  the  other  fecretions  of  the  body  in  general. 
Snuffed  up  the  nofe,  it  excites  fneezing,  and  a difcharge  of 
mucus  from  the  head. 


MASTIC.  Tree. 

Piflacia  Lentifcus , 32.  5. 

Root:  woody,  'and  fpreading  to  a great  didance. 

Stem:  tree-like,  covered  with  a greyifh  bark,  and  divided 
in  an  irregular  manner  into  many  branches,  which  are  very 
brittle,  and  hang  downward. 

Leaves  : winged,  each  leaf  confiding  of  about  four  pair  of 
little  leaves,  without  the  odd  one  at  the  end,  which  is  common 
to  mod  of  the  winged  leaves.  Their  form  is  an  oval  pointed 
at  both  ends,  and  the  colour  a brightifh  green. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  feparate  plants;  they  are 
fmall,  and  of  a yellowifh  colour. 

Flower-cup  of  the  barren  flower:  a catkin  compofed  of 
loofe  fcattered  fcales,  each  of  which  contains  a Angle  flower. 

Blossom,  or  rather  the  proper  flower-cup:  formed  of  a 
Angle  leaf,  which  is  very  fmall,  and  cut  into  five  lharp  teeth. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  minute,  and  fupport  egg- 
fliaped  four-cornered  tips,  which  are  large,  and  fland  upright. 

Flower-cup  of  the  fertile  flower : a Angle  leaf,  cleft  into 
three  parts. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  larger  than  the  cup, 
and  fupports  three  thick  hairy  refle&ed  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a large  egg-fliaped  berry. 

Seed  : a fmooth  egg  fliaped  nut  or  done. 

It  is  a native  of  the  hotter  parts  of  Europe,  but  Is  not  a 
dranger  in  our  gardens,  where  it  bears  the  cold  of  our  ordinary 
winters,  and  fome  trees  flower  and  produce  fruit  there. 

The  refinous  concrete  fubdance,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  gum-madic,  is  the  produce  of  this  tree,  and  is  ob- 
tained from  incifions  made  in  the  trunks,  from  which  it  flows 
and  hardens  in  the  fun,  after  which  it  is  carefully  collefted 
for  ufe. 

Maflic  is  recommended  in  dofes  of  from  half  a fcruplc  to 
half  a dram,  as  a mild  corroborant,  and  reflringent  medicine 
in  old  coughs,  fpitting  of  blood,  loofenefs,  weaknefs  of  the 
ftomach,  &c.  Lewis, 
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It  is  good  in  nervous  diforders,  alfo  for  the  whites,  and  the 
running,  which  frequently  remain  after  claps.  Chewed  in  the 
mouth,  it  preferves  the  teeth  and  gums,  and  renders  the  breath 
fvveet. 


MASTIC.  Herb, 

SUMMER  SAVORY. 

Satureja  Hortenjis , 14.  i 

Root:  annual;  it  confills  of  a great  many  fmall  fibres, 
connected  by  the  upper  extremity  to  a little  head. 

Stems:  numerous,  upright,  very  much  branched,  and 
nearly  afoot  high. 

Leaves:  growing  in  pairs  ; they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  but 
narrow,  entire  on  the  edges,  of  a dufky  green  colour,  and  a 
pleafing  aromatic  fmell. 

Flowers:  produced  from  the  bofoms  of  the  upper  leaves 
on  Ihort  fruit-flalks,  each  of  which  fupports  two  flowers  ; they 
are  fmall,  fometimes  of  a faint  red  colour,  and  fometimes 
white. 

Flower -cup  : a Angle  leaf,  which  is  tubular,  and  divided 
at  the  mouth  into  five  fmall  teeth. 

Blossom  : of  the  gaping  or  grinning  kind  ; it  confifts  of  a 
Angle  petal,  with  a cylindrical  tube,  which  is  Ihorter  than  the 
cup,  and  divided  at  the  mouth  into  two  lips,  the  uppermofl:  of 
which  is  upright,  blunt,  and  notched  at  the  end  ; the  under 
lip  is  divided  into  three  parts  or  fegments,  which  fpread,  and 
are  blunt  at  the  extremities  of  the  middle  divifion  being  rather 
largeft. 

Chives:  four,  two  long  and  two  Ihort,  with  converging 
tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  cleft  into  four  parts ; the  fhaft 
is  as  long  as  the  bloffom,  and  fupports  two  fmall  briftly  fum- 
mits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four,  in  the  bottom  of  the  cup,  and  of  a roundifh 
figure. 

It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  France,  but  is  culti- 
vated as  a pot-herb  in  molt  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  June 
and  July. 

Th* 
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The  tops  when  in  flower,  gathered  and  dried,  are  good  in 
diforders  of  the  head  and  nerves,  and  again!!  floppages  in  the 
, vifcera,  being  of  a warm  aromatic  nature. 


M A R U M. 

CAT’s  THYME. 

'Teucrium  Martini,  14.  I. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  flender,  and  hung  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  upright,  but  flender,  fquare,  pretty 
much  branched,  and  about  a foot  high. 

Leaves:  produced  in  pairs ; they  have  no  leaf-ftalks ; their 
form  is  oblong,  moderately  broad,  pointed,  entire  at  the  edges, 
of  a fine  lively  green  colour,  a warm  acrid  tafte,  and  an  aro- 
matic fmell. 

Flowers;  produced  at  the  tops  of  the  branches  in  fltort 
woolly  heads  of  a whitifh  colour. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  leaf,  with  five  flight  notches  at  the 
mouth. 

Blossom  ; a Angle  petal  of  the  grinning  kind,  with  a fliort 

cylindric  tube,  which  ends  in  a crooked  throat,  and  is  divided 

into  two  lips,  the  uppermofl:  of  which  is  upright,  pointed,  and 

divided  into  two  fegments ; the  others  is  divided  into  three 

lobes  the  middlemoft  of  which  is  large!!,  and  of  a roundilh 
* 

figure. 

Chives  : four;  two  fliort  and  two  long;  they  are  awl- 
Ihaped,  and  rather  longer  than  the  upper  lip  of  the  bloflom, 
with  two  flender  tips  at  the  extremity. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  and  from 
the  center  of  them  riles  a flender  ihaft,  fupporting  two  fliort 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel;  wanting. 

Seeds  : four;  they  are  roundilh,  and  lie  naked  in  the  bot“ 
tom  of  the  cup. 

Spain  is  its  native  place,  and  with  us  it  requires  the  lhelter 
of  a green-houfein  fevere  feafons.  The  flowers  appear  in  May 
and  [une.  .. 

It  is  of  a warm  aromatic  nature,  and  good  in  molt  nervous 
diforders.  The  bark  of  the  old  roots  is  confiderably  ailrin- 

gent. 
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gent,  and  is  of  great  efficacy  in  overflowings  of  the  menfes  and 
other  haemorrhages.  The  leaves  dried  and  reduced  to  powder, 
jnay  be  taken  either  alone  or  mixed  with  other  ingredients  of  a 
like  nature,  as  fnuff ; and  they  are,  when  fo  ufed,  good  in  all 
difordersof  the  head. 


MASTERWORT. 

Imperatorla  Of! rut  hum , 5.  3. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  divided,  brown  on  the  out- 
fide,  but  white  within,  and  of  a warm  aromatic  biting  talle. 

Stem  : upright,  of  a firm  confiftence,  fcored  on  the  furface, 
divided  into  numerous  branches,  and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves:  of  the  compound  kind  ; they  confift  of  numerous 
oblong  fegments,  difpofed  on  branching  leaf- ltalks ; their  co- 
lour is  a dark  green,  and  they  are  deeply  notched  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  large  rundles,  but 
fingly  they  are  fmall,  and  their  colour  is  white..  There  is  no 
fence  at  the  bafe  of  the  entire  rundle,  but  each  of  the  rundlets 
are  furnifhed  with  one  confifting  of  one  or  two  flender  filmly 
leaves,  nearly  as  long  as  themfeives. 

Flower-cup:  very  minute. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  equal  petals,  notched  at 
the  end. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  Ihort,  very  flender,  and  terminated 
by  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
fupports  two  fhort  reflected  lhafts  with  obtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  connedled  together,  egg-fhaped, 
ploughed  on  one  fide  with  two  furrows,  and  furrounded  with  a 
broad  margin. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  and  flowers  in 
June  or  July. 

The  root  is  of  a cordial  fudorific  nature,  and  Hands  high  in 
the  opinion  of  many  as  a remedy  of  great  efficacy  in  malignant 
and  peflilential  fevers.  It  is  likewife  ferviceable  in  diforders 
of  the  head,  ftomach,  and  bowels.  It  is  moll  efficacious  when 
newly  taken  out  of  the  ground,  and  the  belt  manner  of  giving 
it  is  in  a light  infufion. 
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MASTERWORT.  Black. 

AJlrantia  Major,  5.  2. 

Root  : perennial ; it  is  compofed  of  numerous  large  black 
fibres. 

Stems  : numerous,  upright,  but  weak,  fcored  on  the  furface, 
and  about  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  long  reddifh  leaf-ftalks;  they  are 
divided  quite  down  to  the  bafe  into  five  lobes  or  parts,  of  an 
oblong  form,  but  fharp  pointed  and  deeply  notched  on  the 
edges.  Their  colour  is  a deep  green  on  the  upper  fide,  and  a 
yellowilh  one  beneath. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  in  fmall  rundles,  of  a 
greenilh  white  colour  ; there  is  a general  fence  at  the  bafe  of 
each  rundlc,  and  a partial  one  at  the  bafe  of  each  rundlet,  con- 
fifting  of  about  twenty  leaves,  which  are  of  a reddifh  colour, 
and  might  be  taken  by  an  inaccurate  obferver  for  the  petals 
of  the  flower. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  leaf,  with  five  teeth  Handing  up- 
right, and  fharply  pointed. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  upright  cloven  petals,  bent 
inward. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  as  long  as  the  bloffom,  and  fur- 
nifhed  with  fimple  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloffom, 
and  of  an  oblong  form,  fupporting  two  upright  thread-fhaped 
fhafts,  with  fimple  expanding  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower ; they  are  of  an  oblong  form, 
and  are  covered  with  a kind  of  wrinkled  cruft. 

It  is  a native  of  the  mountainous  parts  of  Europe,  and  its 
Angularity  has  long  gained  it  a place  in  our  gardens,  where  it 
flowers  in  June,  and  the  fucceeding  months  of  fummer. 

The  whole  plant  has  a warm  aromatic  tafte,  but  we  know 
little  in  regard  to  its  virtues,  excepting  that  the  root  is  a violent 
purgative. 
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MAUDLIN. 

Achillea  Ageratum,  19.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  of  an  oblong  form,  very  much  branched, 
creeping,  of  a hard  woody  fubftance,  and  well  furnilhed  with 

Stem:  round,  upright,  robuft,  not  at  all  branched,  and 

about  a foot  high.  , - c 

Leaves  : very  numerous ; they  almoft  cover  the  item  from 
top  to  bottom,  and  are  of  an  oblong  form,  blunt  at  the  extre- 
mities, notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  clufters  at  the  tops  of  the  ftalks ; 
they  are  fmall,  yellow,  and  of  the  compound  kind. 

Flower-cup:  common  to  many  florets;  it  confifts  of 
fmall  pointed  fcales,  difpofed  in  a tiled  manner. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  feveral  florets,  which  in  the  central 
part  are  tubular,  and  contain  both  chives  and  pointals,  but 
tongue-fhaped  in  the  circumference,  and  furnifhed  with  poin- 
tals only.  . . 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fmall,  and  have  their  tips 

united,  fo  as  to  form  a hollow  cylindric  body. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fmall,  and  lupports  a thread- 
fhaped  fhaft,  with  an  obtufe  fummit  notched  at  the  end,  or  two 
obtufe  reflected  ones. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  egg-fhaped,  and  furnilhed  with  a downy 
fubftance,  refembling  a lock  of  wool. 

It  is  a native  of  France  and  Italy,  but  we  have  it  in  our 
gardens,  where  it  blofloms  in  the  middle  offummer. 

The  whole  plant  has  a pleafant  fmell,  and  may  be  ufed 
either  frelh  or  dried,  but  is  moft  efficacious  in  its  recent  ftate. 
A ftrong  infufion  of  it  taken  for  a length  of  time  is  good  in 
obftruftions  of  the  liver,  and  confiderably  increafes  the  dif- 
charge  by  urine.  Hill. 
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MAYWEED. 

MATHEN  MATHE. 

Anthemis  Cotula,  19.  2. 

Robf:  annual,  it  confifts  of  a great  number  of  fmall  fibres, 
conne&ed  to  an  oblong  head. 

Stem:  upright,  flighdy  downy,  very  much  branched,  of  a 
purpleilli  colour  at  the  bottom,  but  green  upwards,  and  about 
a foot  and  half  high. 

Leaves:  doubly  or  triply  winged;  the  little  leaves  very 
flendcr  and  numerous,  of  a dark  green  colour,  and  when 
bruifed,  of  a very  offenfive  and  difagreeable  fmell. 

Flowers:  produced  at  the  tops  of  the  branches;  they  are 
of  the  compound  kind,  large,  white  in  the  circumference,  but 
yellow  in  the  center. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  numerous  ftrap-fllaped  fcales. 

Blossom  s formed  of  feveral  florets;  thofe  in  the  center 
are  tubular,  and  contain  both  chives  andpointals;  thofe  in 
the  circumference  are  long,  narrow,  frequently  marked  at  the 
end  with  three  teeth,  and  furnifhed  with  pointals  only. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  flender,  and  have  their  tips 
united. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  the  flraft  thread-fliaped, 
as  long  as  the  chives,  and  furnilhed  with  two  reflected  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  j folitary,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  without  a feather. 

It  is  common  in  corn  fields  and  other  cultivated  places,  and 
flowers  in  May. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  is  good  in  hyfteric  diforders,  and 
promotes  the  menfes.  The  herb  boiled  till  it  becomes  foft, 
and  then  applied  in  manner  of  a poultice,  is  an  excellent  thing 
for  the  piles.  Hill. 

It  frequently  blifters  the  hands  of  reapers,  and  others,  who 
have  occafion  to  handle  it  much. 
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MEADOW.  Sweet, 
queen  of  the  meadow. 


Spirea  U! maria,  12.  4- 

Root:  perennial;  it  confitts  of  a vaft  number  of  hard, 
tough,  long  fibres,  which  are  of  a reddilh  colour,  and  unite  in 

a longifhhead.  . , 

Stem:  firm,  upright,  and  branched  ; it  rifes  to  the  height 
of  three  or  four  feet,  and  is  deeply  furrowed  on  the  furface. 

Leaves:  growing  on  long  leaf-ftalks ; they  are  of  the  winged 
kind,  and  confift  of  three  or  four  pair  of  little  leaves,  with  an 
odd  one  at  the  end,  which  is  larger  than  any  of  the  other,  and 
frequently  of  a very  irregular  figure  ; they  are  notched  on  the 
edges,  of  a bright  green  colour  on  the  upper  furface,  and 
whiteifh  underneath. 

Flowers  : produced  in  large  clutters  at  the  extremities  or 
the  branches  ; they  are  fmall,  white,  and  exceeoingly  fragrant. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five 
fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  petals,  which  are  of  an  oblong 
rounded  form,  and  have  their  claws  inferted  into  the  cup. 

Chives:  more  than  twenty ; they  are  thread-fhaped,  fhorter 
than  the  blolfom,  attached  to  the  iides  of  the  flower-cup,  and 
terminated  by  roundifh  tips. 

Pointai.:  the  feed-buds  are  numerous,  the  (hafts  thread- 
fhaped,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  furnilhed  with  knobbed 
fummits. 

Seed-vessels:  numerous,  oblong,  pointed,  and  twitted 
capfules. 

Seeds:  few;  they  are  fmall  and  pointed. 


It  is  common  in  moift  meadows,  and  by  the  fide  of  waters. 
The  flowers  appear  in  July. 

An  infufion  of  the  frefli  gathered  tops  of  this  plant  promotes 
fweating,  and  has  a fmall  degree  of  allringency.  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent medicine  in  fevers  attended  with  purgings,  and  maybe 
given  to  the  quantity  of  a moderate  bafon  full,  once  in  two  or 
three  hours.  It  is  likewife  a good  wound  herb,  whether  taken 
inwardly,  or  externally  applied.  The  flowers  infufed  in  any 
N?  IX.  Ss  kind 
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kind  of  liquors  impart  a pleafant  take  thereto,  and  mixed  with 
mead,  give  it  the  flavour  of  the  Greek  wines.  Hill. 

A bater  diftilled  from  them  is  good  for  inflammations  of  the 
eye3. 


MEDLAR.  Tree. 

Mefpilus  Germanica,  la.  4. 

Root  r woody. 

Stem:  tree-like,  crooked,  covered  with  a greyilh  bark, 
divided  into  many  crooked  irregular  branches,  and  nearly 
twenty  feet  high. 

Leaves:  large,  broad,  pointed,  fmooth  on  the  upper  fur- 
face,  but  downy  underneath,  and  entire  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  produced  at  the  extremities  of  the  branches; 
they  fland  fingly,  and  are  moderately  large.  Their  colour  is 
white. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  concave  expanding  leaf,  cut  in  to  five 
fmall  fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  roundi/h  concave  petals,  the 
claws  of  which  are  attached  to  the  fides  of  the  cup. 

Chives:  about  twenty  ; they  are  awl-fhaped,  attached  to 
the  cup,  and  furnilhed  with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  Ataated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
fupports  five  Ample  upright  fhafts  with  headed  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a large  globular  berry,  with  a broad  and 
deep  eye  or  navel. 

Seeds  : five;  they  are  hunched  on  one  fide,  and  of  a hard 
bony  fubflance. 

It  is  a native  of  Germany,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  and  is 
cultivated  in  our  gardens  and  orchards  for  the  fake  of  its  fruit, 
of  which  many  are  very  fond  ; but  it  is  hardly  eatable  before 
it  begins  to  decay.  The  bloAoms  appear  in  April  and  May, 
and  the  Iruit  ripens  in  September  and  Otflober. 

Medlars  are  of  an  harlh  aflringent  nature,  and  confequently 
good  againll  the  bloody  flux,  and  other  htemorrhages,  but  a 
vomit  or  a dofe  of  rhubarb  fhould  be  firlt  taken  to  carry  off  the 
acrid  contents  of  the  bowels.  If  the  mouth  and  throat  are  fre- 
quently gargled  witli  a decodtion  of  the  unripe  fruit,  it  hinders 
defluxions  on  the  jaws,  teeth,  gums,  and  other  parts  adjacent. 
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M E L I L O T. 

KING’S  clover. 

! TrofoUtim  Meliiitus  Officinalis,  17- 4* 

Root  : annual ; it  is  long,  {lender,  divided  into  feveral 
carts,  hung  about  with  fibres,  and  of  a reddifh  colour. 

Stems:  numerous.,  round,  but  fcored,  upright,  {lender, 

branched,  and  about  three  feet  high. 

Leaves;  produced  by  threes,  they  ftand  on  long  fiendei 
leaf-ftalks,  and  are  cf  an  oblong  form,  but  fliarp  pointed, 
notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a very  lively  green  colour. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  tern  and  branches  in  long 
draggling  fpikes,  feverai  of  which  likewife  rile  {rom  the  bo- 
foms  of  the  leaves ; they  are  fmall  and  yellow. 

Flower-cvj>  : a tubular  leaf  about  one  third  as  long  as  the 
bloflom,  and  cut  at  the  mouth  into  five  fmall  teeth.  _ 

Blossom  4 butterfly-fiiaped  ; the  ftandard  or  upper  fegment 
is  reflected,  the  wings  are  fhorter  than  the  fiandard,  and  the 

keel  ftill  Ihorter  than  the  wings. 

Chives  : ten  ; very  fmall,  and  feme  of  them  arc  united  at 

the  bafe.  The  tips  are  fimple. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  fupports  an 
awl-fhaped  {haft  with  a fimple  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a fliort  ftiell  or  pod. 

Seeds  : few  ; they  are  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  is  found  in  meadows  and  corn  fields,  in  a ft  iff  foil,  in 
many  places,  and  flowers  in  June  and  July. 

It  is  famous  as  a wound  herb,  and  was  formerly  an  ingre- 
dient in  the  plaifter  for  drefling  blifters,  but  is  at  prefen t re- 
jetted from  that  compofition,  not  becaufe  it  was  luppoled  ule- 
lefs,  but  to  put  a flop  to  the  fraudulent  prattice  of  thofe  who 
made  the  plaifter ; it  being  found  that  verdigreafe  was  fre- 
quently employed  by  them  to  give  it  that  colour,  which  could 
not  be  obtained  from  the  plant  without  a good  deal  more  trou- 
ble and  expence. 

The  frefh  plant  makes  an  excellent  poultice  for  hard  (wcl- 
lings  and  inflammatory  tumours,  at  once  lipening  them  «md 
taking  away  the  pain. 
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melon. 

Cucumis  Mclo,  21.  10. 

Root:  annual,  branched,  and  fibrous. 

. S'TEM  : tr?l!ing>  angular,  thick,  of  a pale  green  colour,  and 
eight  or  ten  feet  long.  * 

Leaves:  fupported  on  longilh  leaf-ftalks ; they  are  large  of 
a roundifh  figure,  and  but  flightly  divided  ; the  ftem  is  fur- 
njfhed  with  tendrils  or  wires,  by  which  it  takes  hold  of  what- 
ever happens  to  be  in  its  way. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant ; they  are 
large,  and  of  a yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup  of  the  barren  flower:  formed  of  a Angle  bell- 
fhaped  leaf,  the  margin  of  which  is  cut  into  five  awl-lhaped 
teeth. 

Blossom  : divided  into  five  parts;  it  adheres  to  the  flower- 
cup,  and  is  full  of  vein-like  wrinkles. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  very  fliort,  and  inferted  into  the 
cup  ; two  of  them  are  cloven  at  the  top.  The  tips  appear  like  - 
fmall  creeping  lines,  and  are  united  together. 

Flowe r-  c u p of  the  fertile  flower  : as  above. 

Blossom  : as  above. 

Chives:  wanting;  or  rather,  they  are  imperfeft,  there 
being  three  threads  in  each  bloflom,  but  they  have  no  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fltuated  beneath  the  bloflom, 
and  is  very  large  ; it  fupports  a Ihort  cylindric  fliaft,  termi- 
nated by  three  thick,  hunched,  and  cloven  fummits. 

Seed-vessel;  very  large,  and  of  a roundilh  form;  it  is 
rough  externally,  and  divided  within  into  three  cells,  which 
contain  numerous 

Seeds  : of  an  oval,  pointed  comprefled  form. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmeft  parts  of  Europe,  and  with  us 
requires  a great  deal  ofattention  to  bring  its  fruit  to  perfeftion. 

rFhe  feeds  only  are  ufed  in  medicine,  and  thofe  but  feldom; 
but  they  are  not  deftitute  of  virtues.  They  are  very  cooling, 
and  have  a tendency  to  promote  the  urinary  difcharge.  Beaten 
into  an  emulfion  with  barley-water,  they  make  an  excellent 
drink  to  be  given  in  fevers  and  other  diforders,  where  a cooling 
regimen  is  neceflary. 


MER. 


FAMILY  HERBAL. 


3*7 


MERCURY.  English, 
allgood,  good  king  henry. 

Chenopodium  bonus , Henricus,  5.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  and  furnifhed  with  nume- 

r°STEM  t robuft,  upright,  ribbed,  or  angulated,  branched,  and 
frequently  two  feet  high. 

Leaves  : fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks ; they  are  large, 
triangular,  or  fhaped  like  the  head  of  an  arrow,  waved  at  the 
edges,  fprinkled  on  the  under  fide  with  a kind  of  faponaceous 
mealinefs,  and  of  a dark  green  colour  above. 

Flowers  : produced  in  fpikes  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves; 
they  are  numerous,  but  fmali,  and  of  a greenifh  colour. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  five  egg-fhaped  concave  leaves, 
with  membranaceous  edges. 

Blossom:  wanting.  • 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  as  long  as  the  leaves 
of  the  cup  (to  which  they  Hand  oppofite)  and  terminated  by 
roundifh  double  tips.  _ 

Pointals  the  feed-bud  is  round  and  flat,  the  flia*t  lhort* 
and  divided,  and  the  fummit  very  obtufe. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting,  but  the  cup  clofes  upon  the  feed, 

and  fupplies  its  place. 

Seed:  folitary,  roundifh,  and  aepreiTed. 

It  is  common  by  road  Tides  among  rubbifh,  and  flewers  in 

June.  . 

Tha  young  tops  arc  gently  laxative,  the  root  drying  and 

cleanfing.  It  is  frequently  given  by  country  people  to  iheep 
that  are  troubled  with  a cough.  The  leaves  applied  to  fores 
or  ulcers,  cleanfe  and  heal  them  in  a fhort  time. 


mezereon. 

SPURGE  OLIVE,  SPURGE  FLAX. 

DWARF  BAY. 

Daphne  Mezereum , 8.  1. 

Root  : woody,  tough,  and  fpreading.  _ 

Stem  : fhrubby,  full  of  branches,  covered  with  a rougluln 
grey  bark,  and  five  or  fix  feet  high. 


Leaves 
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Leaves:  produced  in  clutters  from  certain  little  protube- 
rances in  the  bark  ; they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  fmooth  on  the 
furface,  entire  at  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  from  the  lides  of  the  branches,  gene- 
rally by  threes,  but  in  fuch  great  numbers,  as  to  make  the 
branches  appear  almoft  the  whole  length,  of  a beautiful  red 
colour;  fometimes,  however,  they  are  white. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a fmgle  funnel-fhaped  petal,  with  a 
cylindric  tube,  which  is  clofed  at  the  bafe ; the  border  is  di- 
vided into  four  egg-fhaped  fegments,  which  are  Iharp,  flat, 
and  expanding. 

Chives:  eight;  they  are  fhort,  inferted  into  the  tubular 
part  of  the  bloflom,  and  four  of  them  are  alternately  fhorter 
than  the  others.  The  tips  are  upright,  and  of  a roundilh 
figure. 

Pointal  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  and  fupports  a very 
Ihort  lhaft,  with  a knobbed  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundiih  berry,  of  a beautiful  Alining  red 
colour  when  ripe. 

Seed  : Angle,  nearly  round,  and  of  a flelhy  fubftance. 

It  is  found  wild  in  feveral  parts  of  England,  and  is  kept  in 
moll  gardens  for  the  beautiful  appearance  it  makes  in  January, 
February,  and  March,  the  months  in  which  it  flowers. 

The  whole  plant  has  an  exceeding  acrid  biting  tafte,  and  is 
very  corrofive.  A woman  gave  only  twelve  of  the  berries  to 
her  daughter,  who  laboured  under  a quartan  ague,  and  Ihe, 
after  vomiting  a good  deal  of  blood,  expired  immediately.  An 
ointment  prepared  from  the  bark,  or  the  berries,  has  been  found 
a ferviceable  application  to  foul  ill-conditioned  ulcers.  A de- 
co&ion  made  of  a drachm  of  the  bark  of  the  root  in  three  pints 
of  water,  till  one  pint  is  walled,  and  this  quantity  taken  in  the 
courfe  of  a day,  for  a confiderable  time  together,  has  been 
found  very  efficacious  in  refolving  and  difperfing  venereal 
fwellings  and  excrefcencies.  Medical  Ob/.  Ill .p.  189. 

1 he  great  and  long  continued  heat  and  irritation  which  it 
occafions  in  the  throat,  when  chewed,  made  me  firlt  think  of 
preferibing  it  in  a cafe  of  difficulty  of  fwallowing,  which  was 
apparently  the  elFedl  of  a paralytic  diforder.  The  patient  was 
diredled  to  chew  a thin  flice  of  the  root  as  often  as  fhecould 
bear  to  do  it,  and  in  about  two  months  lhe  recovered  her  power 
of  fwallowing.  This  woman  bore  the  pain  and  irritation,  and 
the  ulcerations  it  occafioned  in  her  mouth,  with  amazing  for- 
titude. 
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titude,  but  file  was  reduced  almoft  to  a fkeleton,  and  had  for 
three  years  before  fuffered  very  much  from  hunger,  without 
being  able  to  fatisfy  her  appetite;  for  file  fwallowed  liquids 
with  very  great  difficulty,  and  folids  not  at  all.  The  com^, 
plaint  came  on  after  lying-in.  Withering. 

The  bark  of  the  root,  or  the  inner  bark  of  the  branches,  is 
to  be  ufed,  but  it  requires  caution  in  the  adminiftration,  and 
muft  only  be  given  to  people  of  robuft  conftitutions,  and  very 
Sparingly  even  to  thofe  ; for  if  given  in  too  large  a dofe,  or  to 
a weakly  perfon,  it  will  caufe  vomiting  and  bloody  ftools  ; but 
to  the  robuft  it  Only  a£ls  as  a brifk  purge,  and  is  excellent  in 
dropfies,  and  other  ftubborn  diforders.  A light  infufion  is  the 
fafeft  and  moft  efficacious  mode  of  giving  it.  Hill. 


milkwort. 

Poly  gala  Vulgaris , 17.  3. 

Root  : perennial,  creeping,  and  fibrous.^ 

Stems  : very  numerous,  weak,  and  trailing  ; they  are  very 
much  branched,  and  grow  to  be  eight  or  nine  inches  long  ; but 
the  greateft  part  of  them  lies  on  the  ground,  fo  that  little  more 
of  them  is  feen  than  the  fpike  of  the  flowers. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  are  placed  on  the  ftems  without 
any  order,  and  are  long,  narrow,  pointed,  fmooth.and  of  a 
lively  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  loofe  fpikes  at  the  extremities  of 
the  branches ; they  are  in  general  of  a beautiful  light  blue 
colour,  but  fometimes  they  are  white,  and  fometimes  purple. 

Fi,ower-cv?:  compofed  of  three  leaves,  which  are  fmall, 
and  pointed ; two  of  them  are  placed  beneath  the  blofiom,  and 
the  other  above  it. 

Blossom:  butterfly-fhaped,  but  the  number  of  petals  fre- 
quently varies.  The  wings  are  egg-ffiaped,  large,  flat,  and 
placed  on  the  outfide  of  the  other  parts  of  the  flowers.  The 
ftandard  is  fmall,  and  moft  commonly  of  a tubular  cylindrical 
figure,  with  a reflected  rim  divided  into  two  parts.  The  keel 
or  lower  petal  is  concave,  a little  flattened,  and  diftended  to- 
wards the  end  ; and  there  are  generally  two  pencil- fhaped 
appendages,  with  three  divifions  fixed  towards  the  extremity  of 
the  keel. 

Chives:  eight;  they  are  united  at  the  bale,  inclofed  by  the 
keel,  and  furnifhed  with  Ample  tips. 
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Point  ax  : the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  fupport* 
a fimple  upright  (haft,  terminated  by  a thick  cloven  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a heart -ihaped  comprefled  capfule,  w'itk 
lharp  edges. 

Seeds:  folitary  ; they  are  fmall  and  egg-lhaped. 

It  grows  plentifully  in  boggy  places,  and  on  heaths,  and 
flowers  in  June  and  July. 

. Ic  Poffefle«  the  virtues  of  the  feneka  rattle-fnake  root,  but 
in  an  inferior  degree.  Lhmteus. 

It  has  been  ufed  in  pleuretic  cafes  with  many  happy  efFefts. 
Duhamel. 

The  powdered  root  may  be  taken  in  dofes  of  half  a drachm  or 
more,  or  a ilrong  decoftion  may  be  drank  to  the  amount  of  a 
pint  or  more  in  a day,  in  which  quantities  it  fometimes  afts  as  a 
bnfk  purgative,  and  fometimes  it  only  operates  by  fweat. 


mint. 

SPEAR  MINT.  , 

* 

Mentha  Viridis,  14.  r. 

Root  : perennial,  creeping,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  fquare,  firm  but  hollow,  upright,  and  but  little 
branched  ; it  rifes  to  the  height  of  two  feet  or  more. 

Leaves:  placed  in  pairs,  and  they  have  no  leaf- (talks ; they 
are  long,  narrow,  iharply  pointed,  rough  on  the  furface, 
notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a lively  green  colour. 

Flowers:  fmall,  and  very  numerous ; they  terminate  the 
Item  in  long  (lender  fpikes  of  a reddilh  colour,  and  have  a pleaf- 
ing  warm  aromatic  taile. 

Flower-cup:  a tubular  leaf,  cut  into  five  teeth  at  the 
margin. 

Blossom:  a Angle  petal,  of  a tubular  form;  it  is  rather 
longer  than  the  cup,  and  the  border  is  divided  into  four  feg- 
ments,  the  uppermoil  of  which  is  broadeft,  and  notched  at  the 
end. 

Chives:  four  (two  long  and  two  (horter)  ; they  are  awl- 
Ihapcd,  upright,  diftant,  and  furnifhed  with  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  cloven  into  four  parts,  from  the 
midft  of  which  rifes  a (lender  (haft,  which  (lands  in  an  eredt 
pofition,  is  longer  than  the  bloflom,  ar.d  terminated  by  a cloven 
expanding  fummit. 


Seed-  ' 
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Seed-vessel:  wanting  ; the  cup  clofes  after  the  fall  of  the 
bloflom,  and  contains  the 

Seeds  : which  are  four  in  number,  and  very  fmall. 

It  grows  wild  in  watery  places,  and  on  the  banks  of  rivers, 
and  is  an  inhabitant  of  almoft  every  garden,  where  it  blofloms 
in  July  and  Auguft. 

This  herb  has  a ftrong,  agreeable,  aromatic  fmel),  and  a 
moderately  warm  bitterilh  tafte  ; it  is  in  general  ufed  in  com- 
plaints and  weaknefles  of  the  ftomach,  fuch  as  wind,  vomiting, 
&c.  for  which  there  are,  perhaps,  few  remedies  of  greater  effi- 
cacy. Some  think  that  it  prevents  the  coagulation  of  milk, 
and  from  thence  conclude  it  to  be  of  great  efficacy  in  poul- 
tices and  fomentations  torefolve  and  difperfe  curdled  milk  in 
the  breafts,  and  alfo  to  be  ufed  with  milk  diets.  Lewis. 

The  flavour  of  this  fpecies  being  more  agreeable  than  that  of 
any  other,  it  is  generally  preferred  both  for  the  ufe  of  the 
kitchen  and  for  medical  purpofes.  A conferve  of  the  leaves 
is  very  grateful,  and  the  diftilled  waters,  both  Ample  and  fpi- 
rituous,  are  univerfally  allowed  to  be  pleafant.  The  leaves 
are  made  an  ingredient  in  fallads,  and  the  juice  of  them  is 
boiled  up  with  fugar,  and  formed  into  little  cakes  or  tablets, 
which  are  pleafant  and  comfortable  to  the  ftomach.  The  dif- 
tilled waters  and  theeflential  oil  are  frequently  given  to  flop 
Teachings,  and  often  with  the  raofl  happy  fuccefs.  Withering. 

The  whole  plant  may  be  ufed  either  frelh  or  dried,  and  is 
excellent  againft  diforders  of  the  ftomach.  It  flops  vomitings, 
creates  an  appetite,  and  difperfes  wind  ; it  is  belt  given  in  the 
form  of  a Ample  water,  or  elfe  in  a ftrong  infuflon.  T.  he  green 
herb  bruifed,  and  applied  outwardly  to  the  region  of  the  fto- 
mach, will  flop  vomiting.  Hill. 

The  diftilled  water  or  the  infuflon  is  much  ufed  in  crudities 
and  weaknefles  of  the  ftomach,  heaving  or  Teachings,  hiccup, 
windinefs,  burning  heat,  &c. 

It  is  likewife  good  in  griping  pains  in  the  ftomach  and  bow- 
els, and  in  giddinefs  and  fwimmings  of  the  head.  Applied 
externally,  it  takes  away  hardnefs  of  the  breafts,  occaftoned  by 
milk  curdling  therein,  and  cures  the  head-ach.  A ftrong  de- 
coction is  an  excellent  walh  for  eruptions  on  the  (kin,  chaps, 
and  fore  heads,  and  is  good  againft  the  poifon  of  venemous 
creatures. 
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M I N T.  Pepper. 

Mentha  Piperita,  14.  x. 

Root:  perennial,  creeping,  and  hung  with  fmall  white' 

Jibres. 

Stem  : fquare,  upright,  but  little  branched,  and  about  two 

feet  high. 

Leaves:  egg-lhaped,  and  fupported  on  leaf-ftalks.  The 
whole  plant  greatly  refembles  the  laft  defcribed  fpecies,  and 
may  be  eafily  miftaken  for  it. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  firm  in  whorled  fpikes,  they 
are  of  a pale  red  colour;  the  different  parts  of  which  they  are 
compofed,  fo  nearly  correfpond  with  thofe  of  the  Spear  Mint 
laft  defcribed,  that  it  is  unneceffary  to  repeat  it  here. 

It  grows  in  damp  watery  places,  wild,  and  is  cultivated  in 
mod  gardens  for  its  medicinal  qualities;,  the  flowers  appear  in 
Auguft. 

The  diftilled  water  of  this  plant  is  well  known  as  a carmina- 
tive and  antifpafmodic ; it  relieves  the  cholic,  and  other  dif- 
orders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  almoft  inliantaneoufly, 
and  is  good  in  the  gravel.  Hill. 

It  is  a valuable  medicine  in  flatulent,  cholics,  hyfleric  de- 
preflions,  and  other  complaints  of  a flmiiar  nature;  exerting 
its  falutary  effedts  as  foon  as  it  arrives  in  the  ftomach,  and  dif- 
fufing  a glowing  warmth  throughout  the  whole  body,  and  yet 
without  heating  the  conftitution  near  fo  much  as  might  be  ex- 
pedited from  the  great  warmth  and  pungency  of  its  tafte,  which 
is  very  confiderable  while  the  liquor  is  held  in  the  mouth,  but 
foon  after  fwallowing  it  the  mouth  feels  cold,  with  little  or  no 
tafte  of  the  mint,  but  as  if  it  was  glazed  over  with  oil. 

There  are  two  or  three  other  kinds  of  wild  Mint,  which 
poflefs  confiderable  virtues,  but  they  are  of  the  fame  kind  with 
the  two  here  defcribed  : but  thefe  being  the  moll  common,  as 
well  as  efficacious,  we  have  purpofely  omitted  the  others. 
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myrtle. 

Myrtus  Communis,  13.  I. 

Hoot  : woody. 

Stem  : Ihrubby,  covered  with  a rough  brown  bark,  and 
crowded  with  innumerable  branches,  which  are  long,  {lender, 
tough,  and  of  a reddifh  colour. 

Leaves:  moderately  large  ; they  are  pointed  at  the  ends, 
entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a fine  ihining  green  colour;  and 
what  adds  greatly  to  their  beauty,  they  continue  on  the  {hrub 
without  falling  at  the  approach  of  winter,  as  thofe  of  moll  other 
lbrubs  and  trees  do. 

Flowers  : proceeding  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves  on  fhort 
fruit-ftalks ; they  are  hrge,  and  white. 

Flower-cup  ' formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  divided 
into  five  lharp  pointed  fegments. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  large  egg- (haped  petals,  which 
are  inferted  by  their  claws  into  the  fides  of  the  cup. 

Chives:  numerous;  they  are  very  {lender,  as  long  as  the 
blolfom,  attached  to  the  cup,  and  furnilhed  with  very  final!' 
tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  i6  fituated  below  the  blolfom,  and 
fupports  a fimple  {lender  ITiaft,  with  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oval  berry,  divided  within  into  two  or 
three  cells. 

Seeds  : folitary,  and  kidney-lhaped. 

It  is  a native  of  Italy,  and  other  warmer  parts  of  Europe, 
but  we  have  it  common  in  cur  houfes  and  gardens.  It  will 
bear  the  cold  of  our  mild  winters  without  fnelter,  but  perifliec 
in  our  fevere  ones,  unlefs  fereened  from  the  inclemency  of  the 

Leafon.  « 

The  berries  appear  to  be  of  a mild,  reftringent,  {Lengthening 
nature,  and  are  recommended  againftall  kinds  of  fluxes,  and 
other  diforders  arifing  from  relaxation  and  debility.  They 
have  a roughifh,  but  not  unpleafant  tafte,  accompanied  with  a 
degree  of  fweetnefs,  and  an  aromatic  flavour.  1 he  leaves 
likewife  manifeit  a confidcrable  atlringency,  and  yield,  when 
bruifed,  a pretty  ftrong  aromatic  fmell.  Lewis. 

The  leaves  and  berries  of  the  Myrtle  are  cordial  and  aflrin- 
gent ; a llrong  iofufion  of  the  former  is  good  againft  flight 
.purgings,  and  {Lengthens  the  itomach  and  bowels  at  the  lame 
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time  that  it  removes  the  complaint.  The  leaves  dried  and 
powdered  are  good  again!!  the  whites,  and  the  berries  are  ex- 
cellent in  bloody  fluxes,  overflowing  of  the  menfes,  and  fpic- 
ting  of  blood.  Hill. 


MISTLETOE.  Mistle, 

Vifcum  Album , 22.  4. 

Root:  parafitical,  or  growing  upon  another  plant ; it  in- 
fln nates  its  fibres  into  the  woody  fubfianceof  the  tree  on  which 
it  grows,  and  from  thence  derives  its  nourifhment. 

Stem  : Ihrubby,  very  much  branched,  and  two  or  three  feet 
high. 

Leaves  : produced  in  pairs ; they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  a 
flelhy  fubftance,  and  a yellowilh  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  diftindl  plants,  but  this 
circumftance  often  varies ; they  Hand  in  fmall  fpikes  in  the 
bofoms  of  the  leaves,  and  are  fmall,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flower-cup  of  the  barren  flower:  divided  into  four  feg- 
ments,  which  are  egg-lhaped,  and  equal  in  fize. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives  : wanting,  but  there  are  four  oblong  tapering  tips 
in  each  bloflom,  one  of  which  is  fixed  to  each  leafof  the  cup. 

Flower-cup  of  the  fertile  flower:  formed  of  four  fmall 
egg-fhaped  leaves,  fitting  on  the  feed-bud,  and  foon  falling  ofl\ 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  flower,  and 
of  an  oblong  three-edged  form,  indiftinftly  crowned  with  a 
border,  which  is  marked  with  four  notches,  the  lhaft  wanting, 
the  fummit  is  obtufe,  and  a little  notched. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh  berry  of  a tranfparent  ivhiteilh 
colour,  very  fmooth  on  theoutfide,  and  full  of  a flimy  juice. 

Seed:  Angle,  inverfely  heart-fliaped,  comprefled,  blunt, 
and  flelhy. 

It  is  found  growing  on  feveral  kinds  of  trees,  but  moll  com- 
monly on  the  apple  and  pear  trees.  The  flowers  appear  in 
May,  and  the  berries  are  ripe  in  December. 

It  is  fuppofed  to  be  an  excellent  medicine  for  nervous  com- 
plaints, but  is  not  regarded  in  our  prefent  pradlice.  That  of 
the  oak  is  fuppofed  to  poflefs  the  greateft  virtues,  but  it  is  rarely 
to  be  met  with.  Hill. 
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Ills  reckoned  a fpecific  in  the  falling  f.cknefs,  apoplexy,  and 
ver!io  or  giddineft  in  the  head.  The  leave,  reduced  to  pow- 
der,  and  taken  in  cardan. 

people*1 when  .“eyM  .hcmfelve.  troubled  »Lh  ftvere  lldches 

applied  to  hard  fwellings  in  any  part  of  the  body,  ripens  them 
in  a fhort  fpace  of  time.  Thofe  who  wifh  to  fee  more  of  its 
virtues,  will  find  them  amply  related  in  a 1 reatife  written  iy 
Sir  John  Colebcitch. 


MONEYWORT. 

herb  TWO-PENCE. 


Lyftmacbia  Nummular ia, 


1. 


Root  : perennial,  long,  flender,  and  creeping,  with  irmny 
fmall  fibres  hanging  therefrom. 

Stems  : numerous,  flender,  round,  trailing,  and  but  very 
little  branched  ; they  fpread  every  way  on  the  ground,  to  the 
diftance  of  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet,  and  ftnke  root  at  the 

J°Le‘aves:  numerous,  and  very  beautiful  both  in  fhape  and 
difpofition  ; they  grow  in  pairs,  flatwife,  and  the  diftance  be- 
tween each  pair  is  fo  fmall,  as  to  give  the  plant,  as  it  fpreads 
along  the  ground,  a very  fingular  and  pretty  appearance  ; their 
form  is  nearly  round,  with  a heart-like  notch  at  the  bafe,  and 
they  are  fometimes  curled  a little  on  the  edges ; their  colour 

is  a lively  green.  _ , , r , . 

Flowers:  proceeding  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves,  fingly, 

they  ftand  on  longifh  fruit-ftalks,  are  large,  and  ot  a molt 

beautiful  yellow  colour.  . 

Flower*cup  : divided  into  five  fharp-pointed  upright  fca- 

m "blossom  : a finglc  petal,  which  is  flat,  and  without  a tube  ; 
the  border  is  divided  into  five  oblong  fegments. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  fupport  tapering 

tiPpoiNTAL  : the  feed. bud  is  roundifli,  the  fhaft  thread- 

fhaped,  and  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a blunt  fummit. 
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Seed-vessel:  a roundifli  capfule,  containing  in  a fing!« 
cell  feveral 

Seeds:  of  an  angular  figure* 

It  is  found  in  moiftfhady  fituations,  and  flowers  in  June. 

. Moneywort  is  cooling  and  aftringent,  excellent  againft  /pit- 
ting of  blood,  and  in  bloody  fluxes,  for  which  purpofes  it  is  belt 
to  give  the  leaves  in  powder.  The  juice  of  it  is  a well  known 
remedy  among  country  people  for  overflowings  of  the  menfes, 
and  the  roots  dried  and  powdered  are  good  in  purgings.  Hill, 

It  is  a good  antifcorbutic,  and  the  leaves  bruifed  and  applied 
to  green  wounds,  fpeedily  heal  them. 


moonwort, 

OJmunda  Lunar ia,  34.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  and  fibrous. 

Leaf:  fupported  on  a round,  firm,  thick  ftem,  which  is 
staked  about  half  way,  and  five  or  fix  inches  high.  The  entire 
leaf  confifts  of  feveral  pair  of  fmall  ones,  or  rather  it  is  divided  ' 
deeply  into  a number  of  rounded  and  hollowed  fegmer.ts,  each 
of  which,  in  fome  degree,  refembles  a half  moon,  from  which 
circumftance  the  plant  derives  its  name.  From  the  bafe  of  this 
leaf  the  ftem  rifes  an  inch  or  two  higher,  and  terminates  in  a 
fmall  fpike  of  flowers,  which  are  too  fmall  to  admit  of  a parti- 
cular defeription. 

It  is  found  in  dry  upland  paftures,  in  the  north  of  England, 
and  is  in  perfe&ion  in  May.  ^ 

1 he  leaves  of  Moonwort  dried,  and  given  in  powder,  flop 
purgings  and  uterine  haemorrhages  ; and  if  they  are  bruifed 
and  applied  to  a cut,  they  will  flop  the  bleeding,  and  heal  it 
in  a day  or  two.  A decottion  of  the  plant  in  red  wine  flops 
vomiting,  inward  bleeding,  the  whites,  and  moft  kinds  of 
fluxes.  It  is  alfo  excellent  for  bruifes,  fprains,  and  ruptures  ; 
but  lt  is  moftly  efteemed  and  made  ufe  of  in  liniments,  oils, 
balfams,  and  falves,  for  green  wounds,  &c. 


MOSS. 
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MOSS.  Hairy  Tree. 

Lichen  Plicatus , 24*  3- 

This  is  a very  Angular  plant  of  the  mofs  kind  ; it  grows  to 
the  branches  of  old  oaks,  and  other  trees,  and  hangs  down 
from  them  in  tufts,  compofed  of  long  firings,  which  are  fre- 
quently a foot  or  more  in  length,  and  the  whole  of  them  to- 
gether two  or  three  inches  thick  ; each  clufter  confifis  of  a great 
number  of  ftems  and  branches,  the  largeft  of  which  do  not 
exceed  a fmall  packthread  in  thicknefs ; they  are  of  a grey  ifh 
colour,  and  confift  of  foft  bark,  and  a firm  white  fibre  within ; 
the  bark  often  appears  crooked,  and  the  branches  exhibit  an 
appearance  of  being  jointed  ; on  the  longed  of  thefe  branches 
grow,  at  certain  feafons,  little  hollow  brown  bodies  which 
contain  the  feeds,  but  are  too  minute  to  be  feparately  defcribed. 
The  whole  plant,  as  it  grows,  appears  faplefs,  and  is  deititutc 

of  leaves,  or  any  other  appearance  of  vegetation. 

It  is  found  in  fome  of  our  large  forefts,  but  is  fcarcely  to  be 

met  with  any  where  elfe.  . . ,, 

The  powder  of  this  Mofs  is  an  excellent  afinngent ; it  ihouid 
be  dried  in  an  oven,  and  after  being  beaten  in  a'mortar,  palled 
through  a fieve ; the  white  fibres  will  remain  after  the  other 
parts  have  gone  through  the  fieve,  and  are  of  no  manner  of 
ufe,  the  other  parts  poflefling  all  the  virtues.  It  is  good  againlt 
the  whites,  immoderate  menftrual  difcharges,  bloody  fluxes, 
and  fpitting  of  blood,  and  deferves  to4ae  much  more  regarded 
than  it  is  at  prefent.  The  dofe  is  half  a drachm,  or  two 
fcruples.  Hill. 


MOSS.  Cup. 

Lichen  Pyxidatus,  24.  3* 

This  little  plant  is  common  on  ditch-banks,  by  the  fides  of 
■woods,  or  heaths,  and  in  moft  other  dry  barren  places ; it  con- 
fifis of  a thin  leafy  fubftance,  which  fpreads  on  the  furface  of 
the  ground,  and  a kind  of  little  cup,  rcfcmbling  wine  glafles, 
rifing  from  it.  The  leafy  part  is  dry,  and  without  juice,  di- 
vided into  fcvcral  fegments  or  portions,  which  are  irregularly 
notched,  grey  orgreenilh  on  the  upper  fide,  and  vvhitilh  under- 
neath. The  cups  are  in  general  about  halt  an  inch  high,  and 

are  each  of  them  fupported  on  thick  clumfy  Items ; they  are 

open 
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open  at  the  mouth,  of  a grey  colour,  with  a mixture  of  green, 
and  other  colours,  fprinkled  over  with  a line  mealy  fubftance  on 
the  furface ; fometimes  they  grow  one  from  the  edge  of  another, 
three  or  four  flages  high,  and  we  frequently  fee  many  other  ac- 
cidental varieties ; they  likewife  bear,  at  certain  feafons,  little 
brown  lumps,  which  are  fuppofed,  and  not  without  a degree 
of  probability,  to  be  the  feeds  of  the  plant. 

The  whole  plant,  when  ufed,  is  to  be  taken  frelh  from  the 
ground,  Ihook  clean,  and  boiled  in  water,  till  the  decoftion  is 
very  ilrong ; there  is  then  to  be  added  an  equal  quantity  of 
milk  to  the  liquor,  and  the  whole  is  to  be  fweetened  with  ho- 
ney ; it  is  then  an  excellent  medicine  for  coughs  in  children, 
particularly  that  called  the  chincough,  or  hooping-cough.  Hill. 


MOTHER  OF  THYME. 

Thy  mis  Serpyllum , 14.  i. 

Root  : perennial,  fmall,  fibrous,  and  hard. 

Stems:  numerous,  weak,  and  trailing ; they  are  of  a pur- 
pleilh  colour  toward  the  bottom,  green  at  the  top,  branched, 
fix  or  eight  inches  long,  and  fpread  every  way  from  the  root, 
io  as  to  form  a large  and  very  elegant  tuft. 

Leaves  : fmall,  and  placed  in  pairs  ; they  Hand  on  fhort 
leaf-ftalks,  are  of  an  oval  figure,  but  pointed,  and  their  colour 
is  a dark  ihining  green. 

Flowers:  produced  in  little  tufts  at  the  tops  of  the 
branches  ; they  are  fmall,  but  their  number,  and  colour,  which 
is  a beautiful  purple,  render  them  fufiiciently  confpicuous. 

Flower-cup:  a fingle  tubular  leaf,  cloven  half  way  down 
into  two  lips,  the  uppermoil  of  which  is  broad,  flat,  upright, 
and  marked  with  three  teeth  ; the  lower  lip  refembles  two 
bridles,  which  are  of  an  equal  length,  and  the  mouth  is  clofed 
by  foft  hairs. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind;  the  tubular 
part  is  as  long  as  the  cup,  the  mouth  is  fmall,  the  upper  lip 
ihort,  flat,  upright,  notched  at  the  end,  and  blunt ; the  lower 
lip  long,  expanding,  broad,  cut  into  three  fegments,  of  which 
the  midalemoft  is  the  broadeft. 

Chives  : four  (two  long  and  two  Ihort) ; they  are  crooked, 
and  fupport  fmall  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the  lhaft 
is  thread-fhaped,  and  fupports  a cloven  fummit,  the  divifions 
of  which  are  very  acutely  pointed. 


Seed- 
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Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four  ; they  are  fmail,  of  a roundifh  figure,  and  con- 
tained in  the  cup,  which  clofes  at  the  neck  after  the  fall  of  the 
blofiom.  . 

It  is  frequent  on  hilly  heaths,  in  dry  paftures,  and  by  road 
fides.  The  flowers  appear  in  July. 

The  whole  plant  is  fragrant,  and  yields  an  eflential  oil  that 
is  very  heating.  An  infufion  of  the  leaves  removes  the  head- 

ach,  occafioned  by  the  debauch  of  the  preceding  night- 

Withering . 

It  is  excellent  in  nervous  difcrders.  A ftrong  infufion  of  it, 
drank  in  the  manner  of  tea,  is  pleafant,  and  a very  effeftual 
remedy  for  head-achs,  giddinefs,  and  other  diforders  of  that 
kind  ; and  it  is  a certain  remedy  for  that  troublefome  com- 
plaint, the  night-mare.  A gentleman  aftti&ed  for  a long 
fpace  of  time  with  this  complaint  in  a terrible  manner,  and 
having  in  vain  fought  for  relief  from  the  ufual  means  employed 
for  that  purpofe,  was  advifed  to  make  trial  of  the  infufion  of 
this  plant,  which  foon  removed  it,  and  he  continued  free  for 
feveral  years,  after  which  the  diforder  fometimes  returned,  but 
always  gave  way  to  the  fame  remedy.  Hill. 


MOTHERWORT. 

Leonurus  Carcliaca,  14.  1. 

Root  : perennial,  and  compofed  of  a vaft  quantity  of  thick 
brown  fibres. 

Stem  : fquare,  hollow,  upright,  hairy  at  the  edges,  branch- 
ed, and  three  or  four  feet  high. 

Leaves  : produced  in  pairs ; they  Hand  on  long  leaf-ftalks, 
are  broad,  and  of  an  oval  lhape,  but  divided  into  three  lobes, 
or  fegments,  which  are  notched  at  the  edges.  The  furface  is 
very  much  wrinkled,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  difpofed  in  whorls,  in  the  bofoms  of  the  upper 
leaves;  there  is  about  twenty  flowers  in  each  whorl,  and  be- 
neath them  is  a fence  of  feveral  fmail  ftrap-lhaped  leaves.  The 
flowers  themfelves  are  but  fmail,  and  ofa  dirty  purple  colour. 

Flower-cup:  a tubular  five-cornered  leaf,  with  five  fmail 
teeth  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a narrow 
tube,  and  a border  opening  with  a long  mouth.  The  upper 
N°  IX.  U u Bp 
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lip  is  the  longed,  of  a concave,  hunched,  roundilh  figure,  blunt 
at  the  end,  entire,  and  covered  with  fofc  hairs.  The  lower  lip 
is  refiedled,  and  divided  into  three  lharp-pointed  fegmcnts, 
which  are  nearly  equal  in  fize. 

Chives:  four  (two  long,  and  two  lhorter)  ; they  are  covered 
by  the  upper  lip,  and  fupport  oblong,  comprefted  tips,  which 
are  cloven  half  way  down,  flattened,  fixed  fiaeways  to  the 
chives,  and  fprinkled  over  with  fmall  white  opaque  globules. 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  four  in  number,  the  lhaft  is 
thread-fhaped,  and  terminated  by  a cloven  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four  after  each  flower  ; they  are  of  an  oblong  figure, 
convex  on  the  one  fide,  angular  on  the  other,  and  contained  in 
the  bottom  of  the  cup. 

It  is  found  in  hedges,  among  rubbilh,  and  on  dunghills,  in 
leveral  places,  and  is  in  flower  about  the  latter  end  of  July  or 
the  beginning  of  Apguft. 

The  leaves  have  a ftrong  and  rather  difegreeable  fmell,  and 
are  rather  bitter  to  the  tafte.  It  is  a good  medicine  in  hylleric 
diforders,  and  promotes  the  menftrual  difcharges  ; it  is  like- 
wife  an  excellent  thing  for  palpitations  of  the  heart,  when  they 
arife  from  hylleric  caufes.  The  bell  way  of  giving  it  is  in  form 
of  a conferve,  made  of  the  young  tops,  or  it  may  be  given  in  a 
decodtion  or  ftrong  infufion,  but  it  is  very  unpleafant  to  take 
that  way.  Hill. 

It  cleanfes  the  bread  from  tough  phlegm,  kills  worms  in  the 
llomach  and  inteftines,  and  helps  in  the  cramp  and  other  con- 
vullive  diforders. 


MOUSE-EAR. 

Hieracum  PUofella,  19.  X. 

Root  : perennial ; it  confifts  of  a fmall  tuft  of  whitifh  fibres. 

Leaves:  produced  immediately  from  the  root  in  a duller; 
they  are  oblong,  narrow,  hairy,  and  of  a deep  green  colour. 
From  among  thefe  rife  fome  weak  trailing 

Stems  : or  rather  fuckers,  which  take  root  at  the  ends,  and 
there  fend  up  other  clufters  of  leaves,  by  which  means  the  plant 
is  propagated  in  the  greateft  abundance. 

Flower-stem  : flender,  naked,  hairy,  and  about  four 
inches  high  it  is  terminated  by  9 Angle 


Flower  : 
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Flower  , which  is  large,  of  the  compound  kind,  and  of  a 

fcales,  lying  lengthways  over  one  another. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets, , all 1 of “ d 
tain  both  chives  and  pointals ; they  are  all  flat,  narrow,  PP 

they  are  very  flender 
their  tips  coaiefced  together,  fo  as  to  form 

* egg-lhaped,  the  .haft  very 

flender,  and  furnilhed  with  two  reflefted  fumnuts. 

Sffd-vessel:  wanting*  , * 

SEEDS : folitary,  (hort,  with  four  blunt  corners,  and  term.- 

nated  by  a hairy  feather. 

It  is  frequent  on  dry  banks,  heaths  and  old  walls,  and  is  in 

immoderate  mendrual  d.ftharges^  and  0 good  in 

^Sl^nded:uh  b,oAod‘;rSl,  alfo  for  the  fdeedingof 
'he  piles  ; and  the  lea.es  boiled  m m.lk  are  a good  external 
application  for  the  fame  purpofe.  , 


M U G W O R T. 

Artemifa  Vulgaris. 

Root  perennial ; itis  compofed  of  numerous  thick,  tough 

and  about  a yard 

deedy  notched8  on  the’ edges,  fmooth  on  the  upper  fide,  but 

covered  with  a cottony  fubllance  below.  < , 

Flowers:  produced  at  the  tops  of  the  branches , they 
of  tie  impound  kind,  but  final!,  and  of  a browntlh  purple 

C°Flowbr  cun  i compofed  of  feveral  roundilh  fcales,  lying 
one  over  another.  Blossom: 
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Blossom  : compofed  of  feveral  florets,  which  in  the  center 
of  the  bloflom  are  furnifhed  with  both  chives  and  pointals  but 
in  the  circumference  with  pointals  only;  they  are  funnel, 
lhaped,  and  the  border  is  cut  into  five  minute  fegments. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  very  fhort,  and  the  tips  unite  into 
a hollow  cyhndnc  body. 

Poustvvl  : the  feed-bud  is  very  fmall  in  all  the  florets,  but 
much  lefs  in  thofe  that  have  pointals  only;  the  fhafts  are 
flender,  and  end  in  a cloven  fummit,  which  rolls  back. 

Shed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : in  all  the  florets  folitary  and  naked. 

It  is  common  by  way-’fides,  and  in  other  places,  and  flowers 
in  Auguft. 

In  fome  countries  it  is  ufed  as  a pot-herb,  and  a ftrong  de- 
coftion  of  it  is  taken  by  the  common  people  to  cure  the  ague. 
Withering. 

The  Chinefe  bruife  the  leaves,  and  apply  them  to  frefh 
wounds,  which  it  foon  heals.  OJbeck. 

A dram  of  the  powdered  leaves,  taken  four  times  a day, 
e heeled  a cure  on  a woman  who  had  been  troubled  with  hyf- 
teric  fits  for  many  years,  in  the  fpace  of  a few  days.  Dr.  Home , 

It  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  hyfteric  complaints,  and  in  all 
obftruclions  of  the  vifeera,  for  which  purpofes  it  is  befl;  taken 
in  a ftrong  infufion.  Hill. 

A decodlion  of  it  fweetened  with  honey  eafes  the  moll  vio- 
lent coughs,  and  is  good  in  fciatic  pains.  An  ointment  made 
of  the  juice  of  the  leaves  and  hog’s  lard,  difperfes  wens  and 
hard  knots  and  kernels  about  the  neck  and  throat.'  An  in- 
fufion of  it  is  good  in  female  complaints,  arifing  from  oh- 
Itrudled  evacuations. 


MULBERRY.  Tree. 

Morns  Nigrum,  21.  4. 

Root:  woody. 

Stem  : tree-like,  crooked,  irregular,  full  of  fpreading 
branches,  and  covered  with  a rough  brownifh  bark. 

Leaves:  numerous,  large,  and  very  beautiful;  they  are 
heart-fliaped,  broad  but  pointed,  finely  cut,  and  jagged  on  the 
edges,  and  of  a bright  green  colour. 


Flowers : 
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Flower's  : barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant  or  tree  ; 
they  are  fmall  and  inconfiderable  ; the  barren  ones  are  difpofed 
in  fmall  catkins. 

Flower-cup  of  the  barren  flower:  divided  into  four  egg- 
fhaped  concave  fegments. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives  : four  ; they  are  awl-fhaped,  ereft,  longer  than  the 
cup,  and  furnifhed  with  Ample  tips. 

Flower-cup  of  the  fertile  flower:  compofed  of  four  dif- 
tindt  leaves,  which  are  of  a roundifh  figure. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  heart-ftinped,  and  fupports  two 
long,  awl- lhaped,  reflected,  rugged  fhafts,  with  Ample  fum- 
mits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  the  cup  is  very  large,  flelhy,  and 
made  fucculent  by  the  berry. 

Seed  : folitary,  egg-lhaped,  but  pointed. 

It  is  not  a native  of  our  ifland,  but  is  common  in  the  Eaft, 
from  whence  we  received  it  into  our  gardens,  where  it  blofloms 
early  in  the  fpring,  and  produces  ripe  fruit  in  September. 

The  frefli  bark  of  the  Mulberry  tree  root  boiled  in  water, 
makes  an  excellent  medicine  for  the  jaundice,  and  all  com- 
plaints of  the  liver.  It  removes  obftructions,  and  operates  by 
urine. 

There  is  a very  pleafant  fyrup  made  from  the  juices  of  the 
ripe  fruit,  with  double  its  weight  of  refined  fugar.  It  is  very 
cooling,  and  is  excellent  for  fore  mouths,  and  to  allay  the  thirft 
in  fevers.  Hill. 

The  dry  unripe  fruit  cools,  dries,  and  binds  very  much,  and 
is  therefore  good  in  purgings,  bloody  fluxes,  immoderate 
menles,  fpitting  of  blood,  and  externally  in  ulcers  of  the 
mouth  and  parts  adjacent.  The  ripe  fruit  eaten  before  dinner 
loofcns  the  belly,  but  taken  after  meat  it  corrupts  quickly, 
and  is  huriful  to  the  llomach.  The  berries,  before  they  are 
too  ripe,  quench  thirft,  and  excite  an  appetite.  The  bark  of 
the  root  is  very  opening  ; an  infufion  or  decottion  of  it  is 
bitter,  and  will  kill  worms  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines.  A 
gargle  made  with  the  leaves,  or  with  the  leaves  and  bark  boiled 
in  water,  is  good  for  the  tooth-ach.  A fyrup  of  the  berries 
allays  thirft,  and  is  cooling  in  feverilh  complaints.  The  leaves 
boiled  in  oii  make  a good  ointment  for  burns  and  fcalds. 


M U L- 
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MULLEIN. 

rilGH  TAPER,  LOVERS  LUNGWORT,  LADY ’a  FOX-GLOVE. 

Verbafcum  Thapfus,  5.  i. 

Root:  biennial;  it  is  long,  large,  divided  into  fevera!  parts, 
and  furniflied  with  a great  many  fibres. 

Stem  : firm,  thick,  upright,  hard,  and  covered  with 

Leaves:  which  are  very  large  and  numerous;  they  have 
no  leaf-ftalks,  but  the  bafe  of  them  runs  along  the  Hem  a con- 
fiderable  way  ; they  are  about  a foot  in  length,  and  fix  or  eight 
inches  wide,  and  are  covered  on  both  fides  with  a white  downy 
fubfiance,  which  gives  them  a fingular  and  very  beautiful  ap- 
pearance. 

Flowers:  produced  in  long  fpikes  at  the  top  of  the  Hem  ; 
they  are  of  a beautiful  yellow,  but  fmall  in  proportion  to  the 
other  parts  of  ther  plant. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  with  five  flight  di- 
vifions  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal,  which  is  of  the  wheel-fiiaped  kind, 
with  a very  fliort  tube;  the  border  is  divided  into  five  feg- 
ments,  which  are  egg-ihaped,  blunt  at  the  ends,  and  fpreading. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  and  {horter  than  the 
bloflom,  with  roundilh  comprefled  upright  tips. 

Poxntal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  fhaft  {lender,  and 
as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a thick  blunt  fiummit. 

Seed-vessel  : aroundilh  capfule,  divided  into  two  feparate 
cells,  which  open  at  the  top,  and  contain  numerous 

Seeds  : of  an  angular  figure. 

It  is  common  on  dry  ditch  banks,  in  Tandy  fituations. 

Externally  ufed,  it  isof  an  emollient  nature.  Withering. 

A decodlion  of  it  made  in  the  proportion  of  two  ounces  to  a 
quart,  and  the  fame  taken  in  the  fpace  of  a day,  is  a good  me- 
dicine in  purgings.  Iteafespain  in  the  bowels,  and  is  given 
in  glyflers  with  advantage,  where  there  is  a defire  of  going  to 
fiool  without  being  able,  and  is  often  applied  externally  to  the 
piles.  Dr.  Home. 

It  is  faid  to  intoxicate  fifli,  fo  that  they  may  be  taken  with 
the  hand.  In  Norway  they  give  it  to  cows  that  are  confump- 
tive. 


It 
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It  is  a powerful  reftringent.  The  root  dried  and  powdered 
is  good  in  the  bloody  flux,  after  the  bowels  have  been  emptied 
of(their  acrid  contents  by  means  of  a gentle  dofe  or  twoofrhu- 
bai-b.  The  dofe  is  fifteen  grains,  or  a fcruple.  The  juice  of 
the  leaves  boiled  into  a fyrup  with  honey,  is  excellent  iA 
coughs,  and  all  dilorders  of  the  lungs.  I he  juice  of  the  root 
expreffed  with  red  wine,  checks  immoderate  flowings  of  the 
menfes,  and  is  alone  a molt  excellent  medicine  for  fpitting  of 
blood  ; and  a poultice  made  of  the  tops  and  young  leaves,  is  a 
good  application  to  the  piles,  or  any  other  painful  fwelling. 
Hill. 

The  leaves  have  a faltifh  ftyptic  tafle,  and  fmell  like  elder. 
A deco&ion  of  them  is  good  for  the  cholic  and  piles.  The 
water  diflilled  from  them  cures  burns,  St.  Anthony’s  fire, 
the  gout,  and  all  diforders  of  the  1km. 


MUSTARD.  Common. 

Sinapis  Nigra,  15.  I. 

Root:  annual,  long,  {lender,  white,  and  very  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  upright,  firm,  and  not  much  branched;  it  is 
rough  at  the  bottom,  but  gets  fmooth  towards  the  top,  and  is 
about  two  feet  and  a half  high. 

Leaves  : placed  in  an  irregular  manner,  they  are  large,  of  an 
oblong  figure,  deeply  cut  in  on  the  edges,  fo  as  to  appear  almoft 
winged;  with  a large  roundiflt  lobe  at  the  end.  • They  are 
rough  to  the  touch,  and  ofa  yellowifh  green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  in  fpikes  at  the  extremity  of  the  Item 
and  branches  ; they  are  fmall  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  four  ftrap-fhaped  concave, 
channelled  leaves,  which  foon  fall  off. 

Blossom:  formed  of  four  roundifli,  flat,  expanding  petals, 
with  upright  ftrap-fhaped  claws,  and  four  glandular  egg-fliaped 
honey-cups,  one  of  which  is  placed  betwixt  each  of  the  fhorter 
chives  and  the  pointal,  and  one  between  each  pair  of  the  longer 
chives  and  the  cup. 

Chives  : fix,  two  fhort,  and  four  of  them  longer ; they  are 
awl-fhaped,  and  fupport  upright  tapering  tip?. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  cylindrical,  the  fliaft  as  long  as 
the  feed-bud , and  equal  in  heiglnh  to  the  chives,  with  an  entire 
knobbed  fummit  at  the  extremity. 


Seed- 
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Seed-vessel:  an  oblong  rough  pod,  with  protuberances  on 
the  lower  part.  It  is  divided  internally  into  two  cells,  each  of 
which  contain  feveral 

Seeds  : of  a roundilh  form. 

' It  is  found  wild  in  corn  fields  and  other  cultivated  places, 
and  is  much  cultivated  both  in  gardens  and  fields  for  its  feed 
in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  flowers  appear  in  June. 

The  feeds  reduced  to  powder  make  the  common  muflard, 
fo  much  requefled  at  our  tables.  .Taken  inwardly,  in  the 
quantity  of  a large  table  fpoonful,  they  gently  move  the  bowels, 
and  are  ferviceable  in  afthmatic  complaints,  the  rheumatifm, 
and  palfy.  The  powdered  feeds  curdle  milk,  and  impregnate 
boiling  water  very  ftrongly.  This  infufion,  when  taken  in 
confiderable  quantity,  caufes  vomiting,  but  in  fmaller  dofes  it 
is  a gentle  apenent  and  diuretic.  Poultices  made  with  muf- 
tard  flower,  crumbs  of  bread,  and  vinegar,  are  frequently  ap- 
plied to  the  foies  of  the  feet  in  fevers,  and  may  be  ufed  to  ad- 
vantage in  fixed  rheumatic  and  fciatic  pains.  In  Ihort,  when- 
ever a ftrong  llimulating  medicine  is  wanted  to  ad  upon  the 
nervous  fyflem,  without  exciting  much  heat,  there  is  none  pre- 
ferable to  muftard  feed.  Withering. 

A large  fpoonful  of  the  unbruifed  feeds  taken  every  morn- 
ing, is  excellent  againft  rheumatic  complaints,  and  the  falling 
ficknefs.  They  operate  by  urine,  and  moderately  promote  the 
menftrual  difeharge  ; and  while  they  are  producing  thefe  good 
effeds  they  ftrengthen  the  ftomach,  difperfe  wind,  and  create 
an  appetite.  Eaten  as  a fallad  it  is  an  excellent  antifcorbutic. 
There  is  another  kind  of  muftard,  which  differs  but  very  little 
from  this  either  in  appearance  or  virtues,  except  that  thefeed- 
veflels  are  covered  with  hairs,  and  the  feeds  white,  from  which 
circumftance  it  is  called  white  muftard. 


MUSTARD.  Treacle. 
WORMSEED,  or  TREACLE  WORMSEED. 

Eryjimum  Cherianthoides,  ij.  x. 

Root:  annual,  long,  white,  of  a hard  and  almoft  woody 
fubftance,  and  well  furnifhed  with  fibres. 

Stem  -.  round,  firm,  ftraight,  rough,  and  fcored  on  the  fur- 
face,  bu  t very  feldom  branched,  and  about  three  feet  high. 

Leaves ; 
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Leaves  : long  and  narrow  ; they  Hand  in  an  irregular  man- 
ner on  the  ftem,  and  have  no  leaf-ftalks.  They  are  moftly 
very  entire  on  the  edges,  but  the  uppermoft  are  fometimcs  a 
little  notched.  The  middle  rib  runs  along  the  ftem,  and  the 
whole  leaf  is  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  in  fmall  tufts  at  the  top  of  the  ftem  ; 
they  are  fmall,  and  of  a yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup*,  formed  of  four  oblong  coloured  leaves, 
which  approach  each  other  at  the  tops,  and  quickly  fall  off 
when  the  bloffom  is  expanded. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  flat,  oblong,  and  very  obtufe 
petals,  with  upright  claws,  as  long  as  the  cup,  and  a double 
glandular  honey-cup  fituated  withinfide  of  the  (horter  chives. 

Chives  : fix,  four  long  and  two  Ihort,  with  fimple  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  ftrap-lhaped,  four-edged,  and 
as  long  as  the  chives ; the  lhafi  is  very  fliort,  and  fupports  a 
fmall  knobbed  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a long,  narrow,  ftiff  ftraight  pod,  with  four 
edges  and  two  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous,  finall,  and  of  a roundifli  figure. 

It  is  frequent  in  the  fenny  countries,  as  theifleofEly,  and 
many  other  places.  The  flowers  appear  in  July. 

Country  people  give  the  feeds  of  this  plant  to  deftroy  worms, 
and  with  good  effedt.  Withering. 

The  feeds  are  exceeding  bitter,  and  are  undoubtedly  excellent 
for  deftroying  worms  in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  for  which 
purpofes  they  are  much  ufed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  places 
where  the  plant  is  found.  They  are  alfo  given  againft  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  vifcera,  and  in  the  rheumatifm  and  jaundice  with 
fuccefs.  They  operate  moderately  by  urine,  when  taken  in 
fmall  dofes,  in  larger  they  purge  brifldy,  and  in  Hill  greater 
quantities  they  vomit ; they  fhould  therefore  be  given  with 
caution,  and  then  they  will  anfwerall  the  purpofes  of  mercurial 
worm  medicines,  which  are  frequently  attended  with  danger, 
efpecially  among!!:  thofe  who  have  not  Ikill  to  manage  fuch 
medicines  properly. 


MITHRIDATE.  Mustard.  Bastard  Cress. 

Thlafpi  Gdmpejlre>  15.  9. 

\ , 

Root  : biennial,  long,  (lender,  white,  and  furniftied  with  a 

vaft  number  of  fmall  fibres. 

M9  X.  X x 


Stems : 
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Stems:  numerous,  full  of  leaves,  of  a firm  confidence, 
round,  hairy,  divided  near  the  top  into  fix  or  feven  branches* 
and  about  two  feet  high.  The 

Leaves  : which  rife  immediately  from  the  root,  are  fupport- 
ed  on  long  {lender  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  narrow,  long,  {harp- 
pointed,  notched,  or  toothed  on  the  edges,  and  a little  hairy. 
Thcfe  on  the  flem  are  arrow-fliaped,  and  deftitute  of  leaf- 
llalks,  in  all  other  refpefts  they  refemble  thofe  from  the  roots. 

Flowers  :■  produced  in  fmall  tufts  at  the  top  of  the  branches. 
They  are  fmall  arid  white. 

F lower-cup  : four-leafed,  the  leaves  are  egg-lhaped,  con- 
cave, nearly  upright,  and  fall  as  fcon  as  the  blodom  expands. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  petals,  which  are  inverfely  egg- 
lhaped,  twice  as  long  as  the  cup,  and  furnidied  with  narrow 
claws. 

Chives:  fix,  the  two  oppofite  ones  are  Ihorter  than  the 
others,  and  all  of  them  are  furnidied  with  tapering  pointed 
tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifii,  fiat,  and  notched  at 
the  end  ; the  fliaft  fimple,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  terminat- 
ed by  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a flat  inverfely  heart-lhaped  pouch,  notched  - 
at  the  end,  the  depth  of  the  notch  being  equal  to  the  length  of 
the  fliaft. 

Seeds:  folitary. 

It  grows  in  corn-fields,  and  afFeils  a funny  fituation.  The 
bloffoms  appear  in  June  and  July. 

The  feed  was  formerly  celebrated  for  many  virtues,  but  the 
prefent  pradlice  pays  no  attention  to  it.  It  is,  however,  a good 
attenuant,  and  operates  by  urine.  Tho  leaves  are  of  a hot,  dry- 
ing, and  cleanfing  nature  ; the  juice  of  them  externally  appli- 
ed, is  a good  lotion  for  old  foul  ulcers. 


MUSTARD.  Tower. 

Turritis  Glabra,  15.  2. 

Root:  annual;  It  is  compiled  of  a large  duller  of  fmall 
fibres. 

Leaves:  proceeding  immediately  from  the  root,  very  nu- 
merous ; they  are  oblong,  confiderably  broad,  pointed  at  the 
ends,  undivided  at  the  edges,  without  leaf-fialks,  rough  on  the 
furface,  and  of  a pals  green  colour. 


Stems-; 
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Stems:  numerous,  upright,  round,  not  at  all  branched, 
and  nearly  two  feet  high. 

Leaves  : growing  cn  the  flem,  heart-fliaped,  embracing  the 
Hem,  pointed,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  very  fmooth  on  the 

furface.  . . 

Flowers  : produced  at  the  top  of  the  Item  in  a long  (pike  ; 

they  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-  cup  : compofed  of  four  oblong  deciduous  leaves. 

Blossom:  formed  of  four  egg-fhaped  petals,  which  Hand 
erect,  and  have  longilh  claws. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  upright,  and  as  long  as 
the  tubular  part  of  the  bloflom,  but  two  of  them  are  fomewhat 
Ihorter  than  the  others ; the  tips  are  fmall  and  fimple. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  equal  in  length  to  the  bloflom, 
and  of  a cylindrical  figure,  but  a little  comprefled  ; there  is  no 
fnaft,  the  fummit,  which  is  blunt,  growing  immediately  on 
the  feed-bud. 

Seed-vessel  : an  exceedingly  long,  ftiff,  ftraight  pod,  with 
four  edges,  but  two  of  them,  which  are  oppofite,  are  almofl: 
imperceptible. 

Seeds  : very  numerous ; they  are  roundifh,  and  notched  at 
the  end.  , 

It  is  found  in  meadows,  pits,  and  pafiures,  in  a gravelly  foil, 
but  is  not  very  common,  and  is  in  flower  in  May  or  the  begin- 
ning of  June.  . . 

The  feeds  are  accounted  excellent  in  rheumatic  complaints, 
and  in  many  places  they  are  a common  family  medicine  for 
that  diforder.  Hill. 

The  feeds  reduced  to  powder  are  given  in  Sweden  for  the 
pleurify,  and  other  fimilar  diforders.  Withering. 


MILFOIL.  Yarrow. 

Achillea  Millefolium.,  19.  a. 

Root  : perennial  ; it  is  compofed  of  a number  of  fmall 
fibres,  united  at  the  top  into  a fmall  head. 

Leaves  : very  numerous,  and  doubly  winged  ; the  wings,  or 
fegments,  are  fmall,  ftrap-fliapcd  and  toothed  on  the  edges  j 
they  are  of  a fine  dark  green  colour. 

Stems  : angular,  furrowed,  and  covered  with  a cottony  fub- 
ftance  ; they  are  but  little  branched,  and  fcldom  exceed  a foot 
or  eighteen  inches  in  heighth. 

X x 2 


FLOWERS! 
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Flowers:  ol the  compound  kind  ; they  terminate  the  ftem 
in  a large  round  tufc ; and  are  moft  commonly  white,  but 
Sometimes  they  are  beautifully  tinged  with  purple. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  many  egg-(haped  fcales  laid 
one  over  another,  like  the  tiles  of  a houfe. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  many  fmall  florets,  thofe  in  the  cen- 
tra! part  of  the  flower  are  tubular,  with  five  flight  notches  at  the 
mouth,  and  contain  both  chives  and  pointals ; thofe  in  the  cir- 
cumference are  flat,  inverfely  heart-lhaped,  and  cloven  into 
three  fegments,  the  middlemoft  of  which  is  thefmalleft. 

Chives  : five  ; they  are  very  fhort  and  flender,  and  the  tips 
form  a hollow  cylindric  body  round  the 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fmall,  the  fhaft  thread -fliaped, 
and  as  long  as  the  chives  ; thofe  in  which  there  are  both  chives 
and  pointals  are  furnifhed  with  an  obtufe  fummit,  notched  at 
the  end  ; thofe  where  there  are  only  pointals,  have  two  blunt 
reflefled  fummits. 

Seed-vessel;  wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  egg-lhaped,  woolly,  and  deflitute  of  a 
feather. 

It  is  frequent  in  meadows,  paftures,  and  by  road  fides,  and  ~ 
flowers  in  June  and  the  following  fummer  months. 

It  pofl'efles  very  coniiderable  virtues,  though  it  is  greatly  ne- 
gledted,  being  an  excellent  medicine  in  overflowings  of  the  men- 
fes,  and  all  other  haemorrhages,  likewife  in  loofenefles,  attend- 
ed with  bloody  ftools.  The  bell  way  of  taking  it  is  in  a ftrong 
deco&ion  of  the  whole  plant.  Hill. 

It  increafes  the  urinary  difcharges,  and  is  good  in  ulcers  of 
the  kidneys  or  ureters. 


MONK’s  HOOD.  Aconite.  Wolf’s  Bane. 

Acorn  turn  Napellus , 13.  3. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  of  a hard  fubftance,  andfur- 
uifhed  with  numerous  fibres. 

Stem  : robuft,  upright,  fmooth,  and  four  or  five  feet  high. 

Leaves:  difpofedin  an  irregular  manner  on  the  ftem  ; they 
ftand  on  long  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  divided  down  to  the  bafe  into 
fix  or  feven  fegments,  which  are  again  deeply  notched  at  the 
edges,  and  oftentimes  fubdivided  into  lefler  fegments  or  lobes. 
Their  colour  is  a deep  but  pleafant  green,  and  they  have  aline 
of  a lighter  colour  runs  along  the  middle  of  them. 


Flower^ 
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Flowers  : produced  at  the  top  of  the  ttem,  in  a long  and 
beautiful  fpike  ; they  are  large,  and  of  an  elegant  blue  colour. 

Flower-cup  : wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  unequal  petals,  the  uppermolt 
of  which  refembles  a hood  or  helmet;  the  two  fide  petals  are 
broad,  and  of  a roundilh  figure,  and  the  two  lowermoft  of  an 
oblong  (hape;  within  the  bloffom,  and  immediately  below  the 
upper  petal,  are  concealed  two  tubular  honey-cups,  with  ob- 
lique mouths,  fitting  on  long  awl-fhaped  pedicles,  and  [un- 
rounded with  fix  very  fhort  coloured  fcales. 

Chives:  numerous;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  very  final!, 
broader  at  the  bafe  than  toward  the  point,  and  terminated  by 

fmall  upright  tips.  , 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  generally  three  in  number, 
and  of  an  oblong  form,  ending  in  (hafts,  which  are  as  long  as. 
the  chives,  and  fupport  fimple  refledled  fummits. 

Seed-vessels:  equal  in  number  to  the  feed-buds ; they  are 
of  the  kind  denominated  capfules,  and  contain  numerous 

Seeds  : which  are  of  an  angular  figure,  and  very  much 
wrinkled. 


It  is  a native  of  Germany  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  but 
flourifhes  in  our  gardens,  to  which  it  is  an  ornament  whilft  in 
flower,  and  that  is  in  June. 

This  is  a poifonous  plant,  and  Dodonmus  gives  an  account 
of  five  pcrfons  who  eat  the  root  of  it  through  a miftake,  and 
all  of  them  died.  There  are  feveral  other  inftances  of  its  fatal 
effefts  both  on  man  and  beaft,  but  this  is  fufficient  to  deter  any 
one  from  giving  any  part  of  the  plant  internally,  without  the 
utmoft  circumfpedlion.  Dr.  Storks  has,  however,  given  us  an 
account  in  the  Med.  Muf.  vol.I.  p.  515,  &c.  of  feveral  deplor- 
able cafes  of  virulent  gonorrhoeas,  pains  that  were  obfiinate, 
and  which  followed  agues,  and  intermitting  fevers,  tophs,  and 
nodes,  hardnefs  of  the  glands.  See.  which  yielded  to  an  extradt 
made  with  the  juice  of  this  plant,  by  a gentle  evaporation,  and 
then  adding  two  drachms  of  lump  fugar,  in  powder,  to  two 
grains  of  the  extradt.  This  was  given  from  fix  grains  to  halt 
a drachm  for  a dofe  in  the  different  cafes,  and  was  in  many  of 
them  produdtive  of  the  happielt  effete.  Its  principal  fenfible 
effedt  was  its  exciting  a copious  perl'piration.  But  we  read  of  a 
perfon,  who  had  eaten  only  a fmall  quantity  of  Monk’s-hood, 
being  attacked  with  the  following  fymptoms  immediately 
after,  viz.  a fenfation  of  tingling  heat  in  the  tongue  and  jaws, 

fo  that  his  teeth  appeared  to  himfclf  to  be  loofc,  and  his  face 

very 
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very  much  fwelled,  though  nothing  of  that  kind  was  perceptible 
to  any  one  befides.  This  tingling  fenfation  by  degrees  fpread 
itfelf  all  over  his  body,  particularly  the  extremities,  his  knees 
and  ancles  loft  their  ftrength,  and  frequent  convulfive  twitch- 
ings  of  the  tendons  came  on,  foon  after  which  he  perceived  a 
fenfible  check  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood  through  his  limbs ; 
at  length  a giddinefs  came  on,  foon  after  which  a mift  feemed 
to  be  formed  before  his  eyes,  and  there  was  a humming  noife 
in  his  ears,  his  fcnfes  then  became  fufpended,  and  he  fell  into 
a fvvoon,  his  eyes  and  teeth  were  fixed,  his  nofe  contracted,  his 
breathing  fhort  and  laborious,  and  cold  fweats  were  perceived 
on  his  hands,  feet,  and  forehead;  and  all  thefe  fymptoms  fol- 
lowed in  lefs  than  two  hours  after  his  eating  the  fallad  in  which 
the  Monk’j-hood  was  unfortunately  mixed.  Galen  advifes 
thofe  who  may  have  the  misfortune  to  take  this  plant,  to  drink 
plent^ully  of  wine,  in  which  rue  has  been  previoufly  mace- 
rated ; but  two  or  three  large  draughts  of  vinegar  would  pro- 
bably be  more  ufeful. 


M O L Y. 

Allium  Moly,  6.  i. 

Root  : a roundilh  bulb,  about  the  fize  of  a large  nut,  with 
a fmall  tuft  of  long  white  fibres  at  the  bafe. 

Leaves:  long,  broad,  fmooth  pointed,  and  of  a fhining 
dark  green  colour. 

Stem  : round,  fmooth,  naked,  and  fix  or  feven  inches  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  a large  tuft;  they  are 
moderately  large,  and  of  a fine  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  an  oblong  fiieath,  which  burft  open  on  the 
fide,  and  withers. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  fix  oblong  petals. 

Chives  : fix;  they  are  awl- lhaped,  nearly  as  long  as  the 
petals,  and  fupport  oblong  upright  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  nearly  three-cornered,  and  each 
of  the  angles  is  engraved  with  a fmall  hollow  line ; the  fhaft  is 
fimple,  and  the  fummit  very  fharply  pointed. 

Seed-vessel:  a very  fhort,  broad  capfule,  divided  out- 
wardly into  three  lobes,  and  internally  into  as  many  cells. 

be eds  : feveral ; they  are  of  a roundilh  figure. 


It 


I 
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It  is  a native  of  feveral  parts  of  Europe,  and  we  have  it  plen- 
tifully in  many  of  our  gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  May. 

The  whole  plant  fmells  like  garlic,  and  is,  like  it,  a good 
remedy  in  afthmatic  complaints,  the  chin-cough,  and  other 
diforders  of  the  breaft.  It  is  alfo  of  an  opening  nature,  and 
removes  molt  obit  ructions  of  the  vifcera. 


MERCURY.  Dog’s. 


Mercurialis  Perennis,  22.  8. 

Root  : perennial,  creeping,  white,  and  fibrous.^ 

Stem  : upright,  Ample,  thickeft  at  the  joints,  with  two  pro- 
ledting  ridges,  not  running,  as  is  ufual,  down  from  the  leaf- 
ftalks,  but  from  the  joint  between  them,  and  terminating  in 
the  part  below  ; it  is  juicy,  and  about  a foot  high. 

Leaves  : placed  in  oppofite  pairs  on  Ihort  furrowed  leaf- 
stalks ; they  are  oval,  but  lharply  pointed,  very  much  wrinkled, 
notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers  : barren  and  fertile  on  diltindt  plants ; they  grow 
in  fpikes  at  the  top  of  the  Item,  and  are  of  a greenilh  colour. 

Flower-cup  of  the  barren  flower;  divided  into  three  egg- 
fhaped,  pointed,  concave,  expanding  fegments. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives  : from  nine  to  twelve  in  number  ; they  are  Bender, 
flraight,  as  long  as  the  cup,  and  terminated  by  globular  lum- 
mits,  which  appear  double. 

Flower-cup  of  the  fertile  flower:  as  above. 

Blossom:  wanting,  but  there  are  two  awl-lhaped  pointed 
fubllances,  one  of  which  is  placed  on  each  fide  of  the  feed  bud, 
and  prefled  into  its  furrows.  Thefe  are  fuppofed  by  fome  to 
be  honey-cups,  and  by  others  the  rudiments  of  imperfedt  chives. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  of  a roundilh  compreflcd  figure, 
with  a hollow  furrow  on  each  fide,  and  covered  with  rough 
hairs  ; it  fupports  two  refledted  lhafts,  which  are  likewife  rough 
with  hairs,  and  terminated  by  fliarp  refledted  fumrnits. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundilh  purfe-lhaped  double  cayfule,  di- 
vided into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  folitary,  moderately  large,  and  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  is  found  plentifully  in  woods  and  hedges,  and  flowers  in 
April. 


5 
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This  is  another  of  thofe  plants,  whofe  internal  ufe  would 
be  produ&ive  of  fatal  effefts,  many  inftances  of  which  are  left 
upon  record.  Ray  in  particular  relates  a cafe  of  a man,  his 
wife,  and  three  children,  who  experienced  highly  deterious 
effe&s  from  eating  it  fried  with  bacon.  It  is  likewife  very 
dellrudtive  to  fheep,  who,  notwithftanding,  eat  it  very  fre- 
quently. 


MERCURY.  French. 

Mercurialis  Annua,  22.  8. 

Root  : annual,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : very  much  branched,  fmooth,  frequently  tinged  with 
purple,  fet  very  thick  with  leaves,  and  about  a foot  high. 

Leaves  : of  an  oblong  figure,  notched  on  the  edge,  and  of 
a beautiful  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  fpikes  at  the  extremities  of  the 
branches ; they  are  like  thofe  of  the  laft  defcribed  plant,  bar- 
ren and  fertile  on  diflinet  individuals,  and  their  colour,  like 
them,  is  green.  The  only  ftriking  difference  fubfilting  between 
the  flower  of  the  two  plants  is,  thefe  being  more  numerous 
and  deftitute  of  the  honey-cup,  which  is  found  in  the  fertile 
flowers  of  the  Dog’s  Mercury. 

The  whole  plant  is  of  a mucilaginous  nature,  and  was  for- 
merly much  employed  as  an  emollient  to  foften  and  difcufs 
hard- tumours  and  fwcllings,  but  is  now  feldom  or  never  ufed. 


NAVEL  WORT. 

KIDNEY  WORT,  WALL  PENNYWORT. 

Cotyledon  Umbilicus,  10.  5. 

Root  : perennial,  tuberous,  and  furnifhed'  with  numerous 
fmall  fibres. 

Leaves  : thofe  which  proceed  immediately  from  the  root 
are  numerous,  and  Hand  on  longifh  round  leaf-llalks,  which 
are  inferted  not  into  the  Adds  of  the  leaves,  as  in  moil  other 
plants,  but  into  its  middle  ; the  leaves  themfelves  are  round, 
concave,  flefliy,  notched  on  the  edge,  and  of  a lively  fhining 
green  colour. 


Stem  : 
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Stem:  nearly  upright,  flightly  angular,  fmooth,  eight  or 
nine  inches  high,  and  divided  near  the  top  into  two  or  three 
parts  - the  leaves  on  it  refemble  thofe  from  ar® 

fmaller,  and  not  quite  fo  round  ; nor  is  the  leaf-ftalk  inferted 

fo  near  the  center  of  the  leaf,  as  in  thofe.  , 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  and  its  divifions  in  lo  g 
fpikes  they  are  fupported  on  fhort  feparate  fruit-ftalks,  inter- 
mixed with  fmall,  oval,  pointed  floral  leaves,  and  hang  in  a 

drooping  pofition  ; their  colour  is  greemfli,  and  they  are  not 

Tower-cup:  a Angle  leaf,  cut  at  the  mouth  into  five 

^BLO^sOM^Thngir^ell-fliaped  petal,  with  five  fliallow 
clefts,  and  a honey-cup  confiding  of  a fmall  hollow  kaie, 
fituated  at  the  bafe  of  each  of  the  feed-buds. 

Chives  : ten  ; they  are  awl-fhaped,  ftraight,  equal  in 
length  to  the  bloffom,  and  furnifhed  with  upright  tips,  marked 

with  four  fmall  longitudinal  furrows.  , 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  five  in  each  bloffom  ; they 
are  of  an  oblong  form,  rather  thick,  and  terminate  in  aw  - 
fhaped  fhafts,  which  are  longer  than  the  chives,  and  lupport 

Ample  reflected  fummits.  . 

Seed-vessels  : five  oblong  diftended  tapering  captule?, 
which  open  longitudinally  on  the  fide  when  ripe. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  very  fmall. 

It  delights  to  grow  on  old  walls,  and  moifl  fhady  rocks,  and 
produces  its  flowers  in  June  and  July. 

It  is  of  a cooling  diuretic  nature,  inwardly  taken  ; and  the 
bruifed  leaves  are  a good  application  to  flight  burns  or  fealds. 


nettle. 

Urtica  Dioica,  ai.  4* 

Root  : perennial,  hard,  tough,  and  creeping. 

Stem:  angular,  upright,  branched,  and  befet  with  fmall 
prickles,  at  the  bottoms  of  which  are  placed  fmall  bladders  full 
of  a fharp  juice,  which  inflames  the  fkin  when  let  in  by  the 
pundlures  of  the  prickles,  and  caufes  it  to  rife  in  blifters. 

Leaves  : oppofite,  heart-fhaped,  notched  on  the  edges, 
rough  on  the  furface,  of  a dark  green  colour,  and  furnifhed 
with  the  fame  kind  of  flingy  prickles  as  the  ftem.  Thefe 
N?X.  Yy  ftin2s» 
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fungs,  when  viewed  with  a good  microfcope,  sre  found  to  con- 
fid  of  an  exceedingly  fine  tapering  hollow  fubftance,  with  a per- 
foration at  the  point,  and  a bag  at  the  hafe ; when  the  fling 
” Faffed,  it  readily  enters  the  fkin,  and  the  fame  prelTure  forces 
an  acrid  liquor  from  the  bag  into  the  wound,  which  produces  a- 
burning  tingling  fenfation  that  very  few  are  unacquainted  with. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  diftinft  plants;  they  are 
produced  in  bunches  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves  towards  the 

top  of  the  Hem  ; fingly,  they  are  fmall,  and  their  colour  i& 
green. 

Flower-cup  of  the  barren  flower:  compofed  of  four 
roundilh  concave  leaves. 

Blossom-:  wanting;  but  there  is  a glafs-fhaped  honey-cup 
in  the  center  of  the  cup,  which  is  entire,  narrow  at  the  bottom, 
and  very  minute. 

Chives:  four  ; they  are  awl-lhaped,  longer  than  the  cup, 
and  furnilhed  with  tips,  divided  into  two  cells. 

Flower-cup  of  the  fertile  flower  : compofed  of  two  egg- 
ihaped,  concave,  upright  valves  or  fcales. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  the  fhaft  want- 
ing, but  the  feed-bud  is  crowned  with  a woolly  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  the  cup  doling  and  performing 
its  office. 

Seed  : Angle,  egg-fhaped,  comprefled,  blunt,  and  Ihining. 

It  grows  plentifully  almofl;  every  where,  on  ditch  banks,  and 
among  rubbifh,  and  flowers  in  [uly. 

1 he  plant  was  formerly  ufed  as  an  aftringent,  but  is  now 
difregarded.  A leaf  put  upon  the  tongue,  and  prefled  againlt 
the  roof  of  the  mouth,  will  commonly  flop  bleedings  at  the 
nofe.  Paralytic  limbs  have  been  reftored  to  their  ufual  func- 
tions by  flinging  them  with  nettles ; and  the  young  fhoots  or 
tops  are  gathered  early  in  the  fpring  to  boil  in  broth  or  gruel. 
Withering. 

The  tops,  as  they  are  eaten  in  the  fpring,  remove  obllruc- 
tions,  and  the  roots  operate  by  urine.  The  juice  of  the  leaves 
taken  alone,  or  boiled  with  fugar  into  a fyrup,  is  an  excellent 
medicine  for  fpitting  of  blood,  and  other  hemorrhages.  A 
conferve  made  of  the  flowers  and  feed  is  good  for  the  Hone  in 
the  kidnies,  and  a decodtion  of  the  root  is  good  in  the  jaun- 
dice, and  makes  an  ufeful  gargle  for  fore  throats. 


NIGHT- 
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NIGHTSHADE.  Common. 

Solatium  Nigrum , 5.  I. 

Root:  annual;  it  confifis  of  numerous  fibres. 

Stem  : angular,  thick,  roughifh,  of  a firm  iubftance,  branch- 
es, and  about  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  placed  on  long  leaf-ftalks;  they  are  egg-fhaped, 
oothed,  fomewhat  angular,  and  of  a deep  green  colour- 

Flowers:  produced  from  the  Tides  of  the  Item  in  little 
bunches ; they  are  final!  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  fmall  pointed 
teeth  at  the  margin. 

Blossom  : a fingle  wheel-lhaped  petal,  with  a very  Ihort 
tube,  and  a large  plaited  border,  with  five  fhallow  clefts;  the 
fcgments  are  flat,  and  turned  back. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  very  fmall  ; the 
tips  are  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  approach  each  other  fo  as  t® 
touch. 

Poiktal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  the  fhaft  Ample,  and 
longer  than  the  chives,  with  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  berry,  with  a hollow  dot  at  the 
end,  and  when  ripe,  it  is  of  a gloffy  black  colour. 

Seeds:  ieveral ; they  are  roundifh,  anddifperfed  among  the 
pulp. 

It  is  frequent  among  rubbifh  and  on  dunghills,  the  flowers 
appear  in  June,  and  the  plant  continues  producing  a fucceflioa 
of  frefh  ones  till  the  latter  end  of  October.- 

From  one  to  three  grains  of  the  leaves  infufed  in  boiling 
water,  and  taken  at  bed-time,  occafions  a copious  perfpiration, 
increafes  the  urinary  difcharge,  and  commonly  purges  more  or 
lefs  the  day  following.  Thefe  properties,  judicioully  applied, 
render  it  capable  of  doing  very  great  fervice  in  feveral  dif- 
orders  ; but  at  the  fame  time  its  effects  on  the  nervous  fyftera 
are  fo  uncertain,  and  frequently  fo  great,  as  to  make  the 
greatell  caution  neceffary  in  the  adminilfration.  The  leavos 

applied  externally,  tale  pain,  and  abate  inflammation. 

Withering. 

The  bruifcd  leaves  are  very  cooling,  and  may  be  ufed  with 
advantage  in  inflammations,  fealds,  burn?,  and  troublefome 
eruptions  of  the  fkin. 


Yy  2 


NIGH  T- 


343  FAMILY  HERBAL. 


NIGHTSHADE. 

DEADLY,  DWALE. 

Atropa  Belladona,  5.  1. 

Root  : very  large,  thick,  white,  and  furniflied  with  a great 
number  of  fibres. 

Stem:  bent  in  a zig-zag  manner  ; it  is  of  a firm  confidence, 
very  much  branched,  and  four  feet  high. 

Leaves  . numerous,  and  very  large ; they  are  egg-fhaped, 
pointed,  entire,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  fingly  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves, 
near  the  tops  of  the  branches;  they  are  large,  and  of  a dirty, 
difagreeable,  purple  colour. 

Flower-cup  : a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  fhort  pointed 
legmen  ts. 

Blossom:  a fingle  bell-fhaped  petal,  with  a very  ihort  tube; 
the  border  is  diftended,  and  cut  into  five  equal  fegments. 

Chiv.es:  five;  they  are  awl-fhapcd,  as  long  as  the  blofTom, 
and  furnifhed  with  thick  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  half  egg- fhaped,  the  fhaft  very 
flender,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  a knobbed 
fummit. 

Seed-vessel;  a large,  roundifh,  fnining  black  berry,  fit- 
ting upon  the  cup,  which  grows  large  after  the  flower  falls  ; 
it  is  divided  into  two  cells,  and  contains  numerous 

Seeds  : which  are  fmall,  and  kidney -fhaped. 

It  is  commonly  found  about  the  ruins  of  fame  old  buildings, 
and  is  in  flower  in  June  and  July. 

The  whole  plant  is  poifonous  in  a very  high  degree;  and 
children,  allured  by  the  tempting  appearance  of  the  berries, 
have  frequently  fallen  victims  to  its  deleterious  qualities.  Thofe 
who  eat  them  areconftantly  attacked  with  (lupor  and  delirium, 
and  become  varioufly  convulfed  ; and  death  is  the  certain  con- 
fcquence,  if  not  timely  prevented  by  vomiting,  fo  as  to  eva- 
cuate the  poifon.  Bothering. 

A poultice  made  of  the  roots  boiled  in  milk,  has  been  found 
Terviceable  in  hard  ill-conditioned  tumours,  and  foul  ulcers. 

Graham , in  the  Med.  Com. 

However  productive  of  good  effedls  external  applications  of 
this  plant  may  be  in  fome  cafes,  the  following  inflance  proves 

that 
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that  they  fometimes  are  produce  of  bad  ones.  A lady  who 
was  troubled  with  a fmall  ulcer  a little  below  one  cf  her  eyes 
which  was  fuppofed  to  be  of  a cancerous  nature,  applied  a fmall 
niece  of  the  green  leaf  to  it  at  night,  and  the  next  morning  the 
uvea  of  that  eye  was  affeSed  in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  pup; 
would  not  contradl  in  the  lighted;  light,  while  the  other  eye 
retained  its  ufual  powers.  The  leaf  being  removed  the  eye 
was  gradually  redored  to  its  original  date;  and  this  eftett 
could*" not  be  accidental,  for  the  experiment  was  repealed  thiee 
different  times,  and  the  application  was  always  attended  with 

the  fame  fymptoms.  Ray.  p 

It  was  fome  time  ago  iuppofed  to  be  a fpccilic  in  cancerous 
complaints,  and  there  is  a well  atteded  cafe  in  the  Phil.  I ranf. 
vol.L.p.  77.  of  a woman  that  was  cured  of  a cancer  in  her 
bread,  by  taking  a tea-cupful  of  an  infufion  of  the  dried  leaves 
every  morning.  The  complaint  at  firft  grew  worfe,  but  after 
perfevering  fome  time  in  the  ule  of  the  medicine,  the  fymp- 
toms abated,  and  in  about  half  a year  file  was  perfedly  well. 
The  infufion  was  made  by  pouring  ten  tea-cupful  of  boiling 
water  on  twenty  grains  of  the  dried  leaves,  and  letting  it  dand 
to  infule  all  night  in  a warm  place.  In  confequence  of  this  it 
was  tried  in  many  of  our  hofpitals,  and  frequently  mitigated 
the  fymptoms,  but  without  effecting  a cure. 


NUTMEG.  Tree. 

Myrijlica  Officinalis , 31.  1. 

Root:  woody. 

Stem  : tree-like,' full  of  branches,  covered  with  a greyifh 
lark,  and  thirty  or  forty  feet  high. 

Leaves:  numerous,  large,  and  of  an  oval  figure;  they  are 
not  much  unlike  thofe  of  the  bay-tree,  but  larger  ; their  colour 
is  a fine  green  on  the  furface,  and  they  are  hoary  underneath. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  tree:  they  arc 
not  very  large,  and  their  colour  is  a yellowilh  green. 

Flower-cup  of  the  barren  flower:  divided  into  three 
parts,  and  fmooth. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives  : Angle,  furnifhed  with  tips,  which  furround  it  near 
the  top,  and  is  Arcaked  or  marked  with  fmall  lines  on  the 
furface. 

Flower -cup  of  the  fertile  flower:  as  in  the  barren  one, 

but  gaping  below,  and  foon  falling  off- 

c Blossom: 
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Blossom:  wanting. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  bellied,  and  as  long  as  the  cup. 
The  fnaft  is  double,  and  very  fhort,  with  two  fmall  acutely 
pointed  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a flefhy  or  pulpy  nut,  which  is  very  large. 

Seed  : an  egg-fhaped  nut,  or  llone,  furrounded  with  netted 
mace,  and  fmooth.  The  kernel,  or,  as  we  call  it,  the  nutmeg 
is  egg-lhaped  and  pitted. 

It  is  a native  only  of  the  hotter  climates,  and  it  is  but  very 
lately  that  we  have  been  able  to  gain  any  exadt  account  re- 
fpe&ing  it. 

The  nutmeg  is  a moderately  warm  and  grateful  fpice,  and 
is  fuppofed  to  be  particularly  ufeful  in  weaknefs  of  the  fto- 
mach,  lofs  of  appetite,  and  thofe  ficknefles  and  vomitings 
which  ufually  accompany  pregnancy.  It  is  likewife  excellent 
in  violent  purgings,  but  is  liable,  when  taken  in  any  quantity, 
to  fit  very  uneafy  at  the  flomach,  and  frequently  affedts  the 
head.  If,  however,  it  is  roafted  In  a gentle  heat  till  it  becomes 
quite  friable,  it  proves  lefs  fubjedt  to  thofe  inconveniencies,  and 
is  alfo  much  more  ferviceable  in  fluxes,  and  rncfl  other  com- 
plaints to  which  it  is  adapted. 

The  mace  has  a pleafant  aromatic  fmell,  and  a warm,  bit- 
terilh,  aromatic  talte.  It  is  in  common  ufe  as  a grateful  fpice, 
and  appears  to  be,  in  its  general  qualities,  very  much  like 
the  nutmeg,  the  gre2teft  difference  confuting  in  its  being  more 
bitter  and  lefs  undtious,  and  fitting  more  eafily  on  weak  fto- 
machs.  Oil  of  mace,  as  it  is  generally  called,  though  pro- 
cured from  the  nutmeg,  is  principally  ufed  externally  in  plan- 
ters for  the  flomach,  and  in  nervous  and  other  ointments  for 
eafing  pain.  The  diflilled  water  is  a good  nervous  medicine, 
<Dr  at  leak  a good  vehicle  to  take  nervous  medicines  in. 


O A K.  Tree. 

^uercus  Robua,  ai.  8. 

Root:  woody. 

Stem  : tree-like,  covered  with  a rough  brown  bark,  and  very 
much  branched  at  a dilfance  from  the  ground. 

Leaves:  numerous,  large,  of  an  oblong  figure,  deeply  cut 
or  finuated  on  the  edges,  and  of  a fhining  green  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  tree  ; the  former 
of  thefc  are  coJledled  into  fmall  loofe  catkins  j the  latter  are 

feated 
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fsated  in  the  buds,  and  both  forts  are  fmall  and  inconfi- 
derable. 

Flower-cup  of  the  barren  flower:  a fingle-leaf,  with  four 
or  five  fharp  notches  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  five,  eight,  or  ten,  in  the  different  flowers;  but 
their  number  is  uncertain.  They  are  very  fhort,  and  fupport 
large  double  tips. 

Flosver-cup  of  the  fertile  flower:  a Angle  leaf  of  a leathery 
fubftance,  rough  on  the  outfide,  very  entire  at  the  mouth,  and 
fo  fmall  as  to  be  hardly  perceptible  while  the  flower  continues. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped  and  very  fmall,  the 
lhafts  from  two  to  five  in  number,  longer  than  the  cup,  and 
terminated  by  Ample  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seed  : it  is  oval,  formed  of  a leather-likecoat,  which  appears 
as  if  rafped  at  the  bafe,  and  is  fixed  to  a fhort  cup. 

It  is  too  common  to  require  a particular  fpecification  of  the 
places  of  its  growth.  The  flowers  appear  in  April,  and  the 
acorns  are  ripe  in  Odlober  and  November. 

The  bark  of  the  oak  is  a ftrong  aflringent,  accompanied  with 
a little  bitternefs,  but  no  remarkable  fmell,  or  particular  flavour. 
It  has  been  ufed  with  advantage  in  fluxes,  and  other  immode- 
rate evacuations,  likewife  in  intermitting  fevers,  and  both  ex- 
ternally and  inwardly  in  gangrenous  wounds  and  ulcers,  in 
which  cafes  it  is  nearly  as  much  to  be  relied  on  as  the  Peruvian 
bark.  Lewis. 

A ftrong  decodlion  of  it  flops  purgings,  and  checks  immode- 
rate menftrual  evacuations.  In  fhort,  wherever  a very  powerful 
aflringent  is  wanted,  oak  bark  demands  the  preference  over 
every  thing  elfe. 


OLIVE.  Tree. 

Olea  Europaa,  2.  x. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem  : fhrubby,  or  tree  like,  and  full  of  fpreading  branches. 
The  bark  is  fmooth,  and  of  a greyifh  colour,  and  the  wood  is 
pretty  firm  and  folid. 

Leaves:  growing  moilly  in  pairs  on  very  fhort  leaf  flalks  ; 
they  are  ever  green,  of  an  oblong  figure,  entire  at  the  edges,  of 
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a darkifh  green  colour  above,  and  a paler  on  the  under  fur- 
face.  ' 

Flowers  : produced  ir.  cl  afters  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves, 
on  fmall  fruit-ftalks;  they  are  fmall,  and  of  a greenilh  white 
colour. 

Flower- cup:  a Angle  tubular  leaf,  which  is  very  fmall, 
and  cut  into  four  teeth  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom  : a funnel-fhaped  petal,  with  a cylindric  tube, equal 
in  length  to  the  cup.  The  border  is  divided  into  four  flat  half, 
egg-fhaped  fegments.  \ 

Chives:  two,  they  are  awl-fhaped,  fhort,  and  fupport  up- 
right tips. 

Pointal  t the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  the  fhaft  Ample  and 
very  fhort,  with  a thickifh  fummit,  divided  into  two  parts,  which 
are  notched  at  the  ends. 

Seed  : a flelhy  fruit,  or  berry,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  fmooth 
on  the  furface. 

Seed  : an  oblong  nut,  wrinkled  on  the  outfide. 

It  is  a native  of  feveral  parts  of  Europe,  but  will  not  bear  the 
cold  of  our  winters  without  the  fhelter  of  a green-houfe. 

The  fruit  of  this  tree  has  a bitter,  auftere,  difagreeable  tafte,  - 
but  when  pckled,  as  they  come  from  abroad,  they  are  lefs  un- 
grateful, and  promote  appetite  and  digeftion,  alfo  cut  and  atte- 
nuates tough  phlegm  in  the  ftomach  and  firft  pafl'ages.  The 
Lucca  olives  are  fmaller  than  the  others,  and  have  the  wcakeft 
tafte,  and  the  Spanilh,  or  larger,  the  ftrongeft  ; thofe  brought 
from  Province,  which  are  of  a middling  fize,  are  moil  efteem- 
ed.  But  the  principal  confumption  of  this  fruit  is  in  making 
the  common  fallad  oil,  which  is  obtained  by  grinding  and  pref- 
fing  them  when  ripe  ; the  finer,  and  moll  pure  oil,  iflues  firft  on 
rheir  being  gently  prefled,  and  the  inferior  forts  on  heating  the 
mafs,  and  prefling  it  more  itrongly.  This  oil,  in  its  virtues, 
does  not  differ  materially  from  the  other  taftelefs  exprefied  oils, 
but  it  is  preferred  to  all  of  them  for  efculent  purpofes,  and  is 
chiefly  ufed  in  the  preparation  of  plailters,  ointments,  &c. 


ONION. 

Allium  Cep  a,  6.  X. 

Root  : bulbous,  large,  and  hung  with  a duller  of  thick 
white  fibres  at  the  bafe. 


Leaves : 
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Leaves:  long,  hollow,  round,  and  fhort  pointed  ; their  co- 
lour.is  a dark  green. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  not  branched,  and  two  feet 
high. 

Flowers:  produced  in  a large  round  tuft,  or  umbel,  at 
the  top  of  thedem;  they  are  fmall,  and  of  a greenifh  white 
colour. 

Flower-cup:  a roundiflt  (heath,  which  withers  &ftet  the 
expanfion  of  the  flowers. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  fix  oblong  petals. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  as  long  as  the  blofTom, 
and  furnifhed  with  oblong  tips,  Handing  upright. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  very  fhort,  and  nearly  three- 
cornered  ; the  fhaft  fimple,  and  the  fummit  very  fharply 
pointed. 

Seed-vessel  : a very  fnort  broad  capfule,  divided  exter- 
nally into  three  lobes,  and  inwardly  into  as  many  cells. 

Seeds  : feveral  in  each  cell ; they  are  of  a roundifh  figure. 

/ 

It  is  not  a native  of  England,  but  is  much  cultivated  with 
us  for  the  fake  of  its  root,  which  is  applicable  to  a variety  of 
efculent  purpofes.  The  flowers  appear  early  in  the  fummer. 

A fyrup  made  of  the  juice  of  onions  and  honey,  is  an  excel- 
lent medicine  in  afthmatic  complaints.  Hill. 

All  the  parts  of  this  plant  have  a ftrong,  and,  to  many,  a 
very  difagreeable  fmell,  and  a (harp  biting  tafte.  They  are 
excellent  to  be  taken  by  thofe  who  abound  in  cold  watery  hu- 
mours, but  very  injurious  to  thofe  of  a bilious  habit,  affedting 
their  heads,  eyes,  and  ftomachs.  Onions,  when  plentifully 
eaten,  procure  fleep,  help  digeftion,  cure  acid  belchings,  re- 
move obdruftions  of  the  vilcera,  encreafe  the  urinary  fecre- 
tions,  and  promote  infenfible  perfpiration.  Steeped  all  night 
in  fpring  water,  and  the  infufion  given  children  to  drink  in  the 
morning  fading,  kills  worms.  Onions  bruifed,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a little  fait,  and  laid  on  frefh  burns,  draw  out  the 
fire,  and  prevent  the  part  from  blillering.  Their  ufe  is  fit- 
ted for  cold  weather,  and  for  aged,  phlegmatic  people,  whofe 
lungs  are  duffed,  and  their  breath  fhort. 
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ORANGE.  Tree. 

Citrus  Aurantlum,  18.  3, 

Root  : woody. 

Stem:  tree-like,  covered  with  a roughilh  bark,  divided 
towards  the  top  into  many  branches,  and  thirty  feet,  or  fre- 
quently more,  in  heighth. 

Leaves:  large,  and  very  beautiful ; they  are  evergreen,  o£ 
an  oblong  form,  and  Hand  on  Ihortilh  leaf-ftalks,  which  are 
furnilhed  on  each  fide  with  a little  leafy  appendage,  or  wing. 
Their  colour  is  a dark  Ihining  green. 

Flowers:  produced  from  the  fides  of  the  branches;  they 
are  large,  white,  and  very  fragrant. 

Flower-cup  : one  leaved  ; it  very  fmall,  flatat  thebafe, 
and  cleft  into  five  parts. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  oblong,  flat,  expanding  petals. 

Chives:  about  twenty;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  compre/Ted, 
ereft,  placed  in  an  orb,  or  cylinder,  and  often  conjoined  among 
themfelves  into  more  or  fewer  bodies ; they  are  furnilhed  with  ' 
oblong  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  lhaft  cylindric, 
and  as  long  as  the  chives,  with  a roundilh  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a large  fruit  of  the  fizeof  an  apple,  with  a 
flelhy  bark;  it  is  very  full  of  juice,  and  the  pulp  is  divided 
into  nine  cells. 

Seeds:  two  in  each  cell,  nearly  egg-lhaped,  and  of  a hard 
callous  fubltance. 

It  is  a native  of  Spain,  Italy,  and  other  warm  parts,  with  us 
it  requires  the  Ihelter  of  a green-houfe  in  winter. 

The  four,  or  Seville  orange,  is  the  kind  ufed  in  medicine, 
but  the  peel  more  than  the  pulpy  part.  Its  chief  ufe  is  in  fto- 
machic  tin&ures  and  infufions.  Hill. 

The  yellow  rind  of  this  fruit,  when  carefully  freed  from  the 
white  fungous  matter  underneath,  is  a grateful,  warm,  aro- 
matic bitter,  of  great  ufe  as  a ftomachic  and  corroborant,  and 
for  giving  an  agreeable  talle  to  other  medicines,  being  warmer 
than  the  peel  of  lemons,  and  of  a more  durable  flavour.  The 
juice  of  oranges  is  a grateful  acid,  and  of  great  ufe  in  both  pu- 
trid and  inflammatory  diforders. 


ORPINE. 
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O R P I N E. 

Sedum  ’Telephitan,  10.  5. 

Root:  perennial*  it  confifts  of  a great  number  of  tuberous 
Tumps  irregularly  joined  together,  and  hung  with  a great  many 
fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  round,  thick,  flelhy,  rather  trailing,  and 
about  two  feet  in  length. 

Leaves-,  of  an  oblong  form,  flat,  blunt  at  the  end,  notched 
on  the  edges,  of  a thick  flelhy  fubllance,  and  a frelh  beautiful 
green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  clulters  at  the  tops  of  the  Hems; 
they  are  fmall,  but  their  number  and  colour,  which  is  a faint 
but  elegant  red,  render  them  fufficiently  confpicuous. 

Flower-cup  : divided  into  five  lharp,  upright,  permanent 
fegments. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  fliarp,  flat,  fpreading  petals, 
with  hooked  points.  There  are  likewife  five  honey  cups  in 
each  blollom,  each  of  which  confifts  of  a fmall  fcale,  notched 
at  the  end,  and  fixed  on  the  outfide  of-the  feed-buds  at  either 
bafe. 

Chives:  ten  in.  each  flower  ; they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  as 
long  as  the  bloflom,  with  roundilh  tips  at  the  extremity. 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  five  in  number,  and  of  an 
oblong  form,  ending  in  flender  lhafts,  which  are  terminated  by 
blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessels:  equal  in  number  to  the  feed-buds;  they 
are  of  the  capfule  kind,  taper,  a little  compreifed,  and  notched 
at  the  bafe. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  very  fmall. 

It  is  found  on  old  walls,  and  in  dry  fandy  fituations  in  many 
places,  the  flowers  appear  in  July. 

It  is  of  a ftypiic  aftringent  nature,  and  the  roots  contain  the 
principal  virtues.  They  are  excellentin  thofe  fluxes  and  loofe- 
nefles  which  erode  the  bowels,  for  which  purpofes  they  are  belt 
given  in  powder,  a fcruple  or  fomewhat  more  of  which  is  a fuf- 
ficient  dofe.  Bruifed  and  applied  externally,  they  are  fervice- 
able  to  wounds,  burns,  and  bruifes.  The  leaves  bdiled  in  milk, 
and  the  dcco&ion  taken  to  the  amount  of  a large  tea-cupful, 
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three  or  four  times  a day,  powerfully  promotes  the  urinary 
difcharge,  and  has  been  found  ferviceable  for  the  piles  and 
other  haemorrhages. 


o X E Y E. 

MOON-FLOWER. 

Chryfanthemum  Leucanthemum,  19.  2. 

Root  : perennial ; it  confifts  of  numerous  fibres,  conneded 
by  their  upper  extremities  to  a fmall  head. 

Stem:  upright,  fcored  on  the  furface,  branched,  and  two 
feet  high. 

Leaves:  thofe  which  proceed  from  the  root  are  fupported 
on  longi/h  leaf-ftalks,  but  thofe  that  grow  on  the  Item  are 
deftitute  of  that  part ; they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  notched  at 
the  edges,  and  fometimes  fo  deeply  cut  in,  as  to  appear  almoft 
like  winged  leaves. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  flem  and  upper  branches,  fingly  ; 
they  are  large,  of  the  compound  kind,  and  white  on  the  out- 
fide,  with  yellow  middles. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  numerous  fcales,  lying  clofe 
over  each  other,  like  tiling  ; the  innermofl  becoming  gradually 
longer. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  flower  are  tubular,  marked  with  five  teeth,  and  con- 
tain both  chives  and  pointals ; thofe  in  the  circumference  are 
flat,  narrow,  marked  at  the  end  with  three  teeth,  and  contain 
pointals  only. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  /lender  and  fhort,  and  have 
their  tips  united  into  a hollow  cylindric  body. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  egg  fhaped,  the  fhafts /lender, 
and  longer  than  the  chives,  with  two  blunt  re/ieded  fummits 
at  the  extremity  of  each. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  unfurnifhed,  with 
a feather. 

Country  people  give  a decodion  of  the  fre/h  herb  in  ale  for 
the  jaundice.  It  operates  by  urine. 


ORACH. 
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O R A C H.  Stinking. 

Chenopodium  Vulvaria,  5.  a. 

Root  : annual,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  trailing,  fcored  on  the  furface,  branched,  and  co- 
vered with  a kind  of  meal. 

Leaves  : difpofed  alternately  on  the  Hem;  they  ftand  on 
longifh  leaf-fialks,  and  are  of  a roundifh,  but  fomewhat  angu- 
lar form,  with  three  longitudinal  ribs  on  the  furface. 

Flowers  : difpofed  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves,  many  to- 
gether ; they  are  fmall,  and  of  a greenifh  colour. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  five  concave egg-fhaped  leaves, 
with  membranaceous  edges. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  as  long  as  the  leaves 
of  the  cup,  and  hand  oppofite  to  them  ; the  tips  are  double,  and 
of  a roundifh  figure.  , 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  round  and  flattifh,  with  a fhort 
divided  fhaft,  which  ends  in  two  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  but  the  cup  clofes  upon  the  feed, 
and  performs  its  office. 

Seed  : fingle,  and  roundifh. 

It  is  found  by  road  fides,  on  old  walls,  and  among  rubbifh 
in  molt  places.  The  flowers  appear  in  Auguft. 

The  whole  plant  is  covered  with  a kind  of  greyifh  powder, 
and  is  extremely  difagreeable  to  the  fmell. 

A conferve  made  of  the  young  tops  is  an  excellent  medicine 
for  hy Aerie  complaints,  and  other  flmilar  diforders. 


PALMA-CHRISTIS. 

Ricimu  Communis , 121.  9. 

Root:  annual,  long,  thick,  white,  and  hung  with  many 
fibres. 

Stem:  round,  thick,  hollow,  fcored  on  the  furface,  jointed, 
five  or  fix  feet  high,  of  a bluifh  green  colour  at  the  bottom,  but 
purplifh  towards  the  top. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  longifh  leaf-fialks ; they  are  large, 
and  divided  deeply  into  five  or  fix  fegments,  which  refemblp 
the  fingers  of  a man’s  hand  ; the  fegments  are  notched  at  the 
4 edges, 
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•edges,  and  the  leaf- (talks  are  inferted  into  the  middle  of  the 
back  part  of  the  leaf- 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant;  they  are 
produced  in  fpikes  at  the  top  of  the  Item,  are  fmall,  and  of  a 
pale  crimfon  colour. 

Flower-cop  of  the  barren  flower : divided  into  egg-lhaped 
concave  fegments. 

Blossom  : wanting; 

Chives  : very  numerous;  they  are  flender,  and  united  at 
the  bafe  into  various  Bundles  ; the  tips  are  roundilh  and 
double. 

Flowe  r- co  p of  the  fertile  flower  : divided  into  three  parts, 
which  are  egg-fhaped  and  concave'. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  and  covered  over- 
with  fmall  awl-lhaped  bodies ; there  are  three  divided  lhafts 
in  each  flower,  which  are  hairy,  and  terminated  by  Ample 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh  capfule,  marked  with  three  fur- 
rows, and  covered  over  with  prickles  ; it  is  divided  internally 
into  three  cells,  each  of  which  contains  a Angle 

Seed  : of  an  oval  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft,  but  is  iometimes  to  be  met  with 
in  the  gardens  of  fuch  as  are  curious  in  plants,  but  requires  to 
be  fown  on  a hot-bed. 

The  feeds  were  ufed  to  be  kept  in  the  ftiops,  but  they  are 
row  rarely  to  be  met  with.  They  operate  both  upwards  and 
downwards,  and  that  in  fo  violent  a manner,  as  to  be  fre- 
quently productive  of  dangerous  fymptoms.  There  are,  how- 
ever, fcveral  inftances  of  people  troubled  with  dropfical  and 
rheumatic  complaints,  being  cured  by  the  ufe  of  them. 


parsley. 

Apium  Petrojelimmi , 5.  2. 

Root  : biennial,  long,  white,  and  hung  with  many  fibres. 
Stem:  round,  fcored  on  the  furface,  flender,  upright, 

branched,  and  about  two  feet  high.  _ • • 1 

Leaves  : compound;  they  are  divided  into  three  principal 
parts,  and  each  of  thefe  into  a number  of  fmall  fegments, 

which  are  notched  on  the  edges,  and  of  a flne  green  colour. 

Flowers; 
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Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  rundles  j 
they  arefmall,  and  of  a yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup:  fcarcely  perceptible,  but  there  Is  a fence  of 
one  or  more  irregular  leaves  at  the  bafe  of  each  rundle,  and 
the  parts  of  which  it  is  compofed.  - * 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  roundilh  petals. 

. Chives  : five;  they  are  fimple/and.furnilhed  with  roundilh 
tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloffom,  and 
fupports  two  reflected  lhafts  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower;  they  are  joined  together 
and  fcored  on  one  fide,  but  flat  on  the  other. 

It  is  a native  of  Germany,  but  is  univerfally  cultivated  in 
our  gardens  for  efculent  purpofes. 

Independent  of  its  ufefulnefs  at  the  table,  the  feeds  difperfe 
wind  at  the  fcomach,  and  relieve  thofe  who  are  troubled  with 
the  cholic.  A ftrong  decodtion  of  the  roots  is  a powerful  diu- 
retic, and  is  excellent  in  obftruftions  of  the  vifcera,  and  fuch 
diforders  as  arife  therefrom.  Drartk  for  foir.e  time,  it  is  fc-r- 
viceable  in  the  jaundice  and  dropfy,  and  brings  away  gravel 
and  other  fabulous  concretions  from  the  kidnies  and  bladder 


P A R S L E Y.  P i e r t. 

Aphanes  Arvenjis,  4.  3. 

Root:  annual,  flender,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : weak,  trailing,  crowded  with  leaves,  and  about  four 
or  five  inches  high. 

Leaves:  divided  into  three  lobes;  they  flan  d irregularlv 
and  are  narrower  at  the  bafe  than  at  the  extremity. 

Flowers:  fituated  in  the  boforns  of  the  leaves;  they  are 
very  fmall,  and  of  a greenifh  white  colour. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a fingle  tubular  leaf,  with  a flat 
mouth,  divided  into  four  fegments,  which  are  alternately  very 
minute.  * 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  upright,  very  fmall. 
and  fituated  on  the  margin  of  the  flower-cup.  The  tips  are 
roundilh. 
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* 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  two  in  each  flower;  they  are 
egg-(haped,  and  the  (hafts,  which  are  (lender,  grow  from  the 
bafe  of  them.  The  fummits  are  roundifh. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting,  but  the  rim  of  the  flower-cup 
clofesand  confines  the  feeds,  which  are  two  in  number,  and  of 
an  oblong,  tapering,  comprefled  figure. 

It  is  frequent  in  corn-fields  and  dry  gravelly  places,  and 
continues  flowering  from  May  till  the  latter  end  of  Auguft. 

The  whole  plant  is  to  be  made  ufe  of,  and  it  is  bed  when 
frelh  gathered.  A ftrong  infufion  of  it  is  good  againft  the 
gravel,  for  it  operates  powerfully  by  urine,  and  cleanfes  the 
icidnies  and  urinary  paflages  from  all  fabulous  concretions  in  a 
(horttime.  It  is  likewifegood  in  the  jaundice,  and  other  com- 
plaints arifing  from  obftrudions  of  the  liver  or  any  other  vif- 
cera  ; and  many  people  fancy  that  it  has  the  power  of  diflolv- 
ing  the  (lone  in  the  bladder,  but  this  is  fuppofing  too  much. 
iNo  medicine  has  ever  yet  been  found  that  has  that  effedt,  and 
5t  is  much  to  be  feared  there  never  will;  thofe  fubftances  being 
of  too  firm  and  compaft  a nature  ever  to  be  diflolved  by  any  thing 
that  the  bladder  can  bear,  without  being  irreparably  injured. 

P A R S L E Y.  Macedonian. 

Bubon  Macedonicum,  5.  a. 

Root  : biennial,  long,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : (lender,  branched,  hairy,  and  a foot  or  more  high. 
Leaves:  nearly  egg-(haped ; they  are  divided  into  nume- 
rous fmall  rounded  fegments,  and  thofe  which  grow  towards 
the  top  of  the  (fern  are  more  finely  divided  than  thofe  below. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  llem  and  branches  in  large 
rundles;  (ingly,  they  are  fmall  and  whitilh ; there  is  a fence 
at  the  bafe  of  each  rundle,  compofed  of  five  (harp-pointed 
fpreading  leaves,  and  another  with  rather  more  leaves,  which 
are  fmaller  at  the  bafe  of  each  of  the  rundlets. 

Flower-cup  : fmall,  and  marked  with  five  teeth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  pointed  petals. 

Chives  : five  ; of  a Ample  conltruftion,  and  as  long  as  the 
florets,  with  Ample  tips. 

Poi  ntal  : the  feed-bud  is egg-(haped,  and  fituated  beneath 
the  bloflom  ; it  fupports  two  (hort  briftly  (hafts,  which  are  ter- 
minated by  obtufc  fummits. 
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Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower ; they  are  egg-fhaped,  flat  on 
one  fide,  convey,  fcored  and  (baggy  on  the  other. 

It  is  a native  of  the  mild  parts  of  Europe,  and  is  frequently 
to  be  met  with  in  our  gardens,  where  it  flowers  about  tjhe  middle 
of  fummer. 

The  feed  only  is  ufed,  and  it  is  bed  given  in  powder.  Jt 
increafes  the  fecretion  by  the  kidnies,  promotes  the  menftrual 
difcharge,  and  is  good  in  the  cholic  and  gravel.  It  likewife 
Hands  recommended  for  the  dropfy  and  jaundice. 

i • > '*  > *.  4 i f 


PARSNIP.  Wild. 

Pajlivaca  Sativa,  5.2. 

Root  : biennial,  long,  flend.er,  white,  hung  vvith  a few 
large  fibres,  and  fweetilh  to  the  tafte. 

Stem  : upright,  fliff,  angular,  downy  on  the  furface, .hollow, 
branched,  and  four  or  five  .feet  high. 

Leaves  : placed  alternately  uponjt;  ^hey  are  large,  and 
of  the  winged  kind;  the  fegments  or  little, leaves  are  nume- 
rous, narrow,  foft  to  the  touch,  notched  on  the  edges,  and 
fometimes  divided  into  three  lobes. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  and  branches;  they  are 
finall,  and  pf  a/aint  yellow  colour ; there  is  no  fence  at  the 
bale  of  the  rundle,  and  the 

Flower- cup  is  hardly  perceptible. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  (harp-pointed  petals,  very  en- 
tire at  the  fides,  and  rolled  inwards  at  the  ends. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  {lender,  and  fuppqrt  roundjfli 
tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflbm, 
and  ends  in  two  r^flefted  (hafts,  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  oval,  flat,  and  cncompafled  with  a 
border. 

It  is  found  in  the  borders  of  fields,  near  lime-ftone  gad  marl, 
and  flowers  in  July. 

The  roots,  when  cultivated,  are  fweetcr  than  thofe  of  car- 
rots, and  are  highly  nutritious,  in  the  north  of  1 reland  they 
are  brewed  with  hops,  in  the  fame  manner  that  we  brew  malt, 
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and  the  liquor  thus  obtained,  after  undergoing  a fermentation 
with  yeaft,  proves  very  agreeable.  The  feeds  contain  an  eflen- 
tial  oil,  and  will  frequently  cure  intermitting  fevers  or  agues. 
Withering. 

A ftrong  deco&ion  of  the  root  is  a pretty  ftrong  diuretic,  and 
aflilts  in  removing  obftrudtions  of  the  vifcera.  It  is  good  againft 

the  jaundice  and  gravel,  and  moderately  promotes  the  menfe*. 

Hill. 


PEACH.  Tree, 

Amygdalus  Perjica , ia.  1. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem  . tree-like,  and  covered  with  a brown  bark  ; it  is  well 
furnifhed  with  branches,  which  grow  in  a very  irregular  man- 
ner, and  fpread  to  a great  diftance. 

Leaves  : long,  narrow,  notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a fine 
green  colour. 

Flower  s : large,  and  of  an  elegant  pale  crimfon  colour. 

Flower-cup  : a tubular  leaf,  divided  into  five  obtufe  ex- 
panding fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  oblong,  obtufe,  concave  petals, 
which  are  inferted  into  the  fides  of  the  fiower-cup  by  their 
claws. 

Chives  : about  thirty  in  each  flower;  they  are  {lender, 
upright,  Ihorter  by  half  than  the  bloflom,  inferted  into  the 
fubftance  of  the  cup,  and  furnifhed  with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  and  covered  with  a 
foft  fubftance,  refembling  down  ; the  (haft  is  Ample,  equal  in 
length  to  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  a headed  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a large  roundilh  pulpy  fruit,  downy  on  the 
furface,  and  marked  with  a deepifh  furrow  on  one  fide. 

Seed  : acomprefled  and  pointed  nut  or  (tone,  containing  a 
large  kernel  of  the  fame  form  within  it. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft,  but  flourilhes  very  well  with  us, 
and  in  good  feafons  ripens  its  delicious  fruit  without  any  arti- 
ficial heat. 

The  flowers  are  to  be  ufed  in  medicine,  and  they  fliould 
previoufly  be  made  into  a fyrup,  by  pouring  a pint  of  boiling 
water  on  a pound  of  the  blofloms,  and  when  it  has  flood  an 
hour  to  infufe,  it  is  to  be  Brained  off,  and  two  pounds  of  loaf 

fugar 
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fugar  is  to  be  diffolved  in  it  over  a gentle  fire.  This  fyrup  is 
an  excellent  thing  for  young  children;  it  purges  gently,  and 
will  fometimes  occafion  them  to  puke  a little.  They  Hand  in 
need  of  this  fo  frequently,  that  people  who  have  children  will 
find  almoft  conftant  ufe  for  it. 


PELLITORY  of  the  WALL. 

Parietaria  Officinalis , 23.  1, 

Root  : perennial,  fibrous,  and  of  a reddilh  colour. 

Stems  : numerous,  weak,  reddifti,  brittle,  jointed,  and 
about  a foot  high. 

Leaves:  cgg-lhaped,  but  pointed;  they  are  entire  at  the 
edges,  a little  wrinkled  on  the  furface,  and  hairy  ; their  co- 
lour is  a darkifh  green. 

Flowers j growing  round  the  Hem,  feveral  together  ; they 
are  fmall,  and  of  a greenilh  colour  ; and  though  all  of  them 
prove  fertile  in  general,  they  are  of  two  kinds  on  the  fame 
plant ; for  while  fome  of  them  are  found  to  contain  both  chives 
and  pointals,  there  are  others  which  are  furniflied  with  only 
the  latter  of  the  parts  in  quellion. 

Flower-cup  of  the  perfett  flower:  divided  into  four  flat 
obtufe  fegments,  and  two  of  thefe  flowers  are  inclofed  by  a 
fence,  compofed  of  fix  leaves,  the  two  oppofite  and  outer  leaves 
of  which  are  confiderably  the  largeft. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives  : four ; they  are  awl-lhaped,  larger  than  the  cup, 
and  furniflied  with  double  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-{haped,  and  fupports  a {len- 
der lhaft,  with  a knobbed  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  but  the  cup  grows  longer  and 
larger,  and  its  fegments  approaching  clofe  upon  the 

Seed  : which  is  fingle,  and  egg-lhaped. 

Flowers  containing  only  pointals  : placed  between  the 
others,  one  in  each  fence  ; they  refemble  the  others  in  every 
refped,  excepting  the  want  of  chives. 

ft  grows  on  old  walls,  and  among  rubbilh  in  feveral  places, 
and  flowers  from  May  till  September. 

A flrong  infufion  of  the  plant  works  powerfully  by  urine, 
and  is  excellent  for  the  gravel  and  the  yellow  jaundice.  Hili! 
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The  leaves  are  ufefuT  in  poultices  to  take  away  hot  fwellJngs, 
and  the  e'xprefled  juic.e  has  been  given  with  advantage  in  the 


tone 


and 


rave!;  and  is  faid  to  he  an  excellent  medicine  iri 


breakings-out,  anfing  from  foulnefs  of  the  blood  and  jtiiies ; 
but  the  ufe  of  it  muft  in  thefe  cafei  be  continued  for  a coWfider 
able  time,  or  little,  if  any  benefit  can  be  expefted. 


^ELllTORt  of  SPAI^. 

Anthemh  Pyre/hrum,  19.  2.  9 

- Root  : perennial,  fpindle-fhaped,  furnifhed  ivith  many 
fibres,  and  of  a brownifti  colour  on  the  oiitfid’e. 

Stem  : round,  thick,  trailing,  and  about  a Fo8t  high. 

Leaves  : numerous,  and  finely  divided  in  a winged  manner; 
the  Segments  being  likewife  cut  into  a number  of  frhall  lobes 
ortteeth. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  item  or  its  divifions  fingly  ; they 
are  of  the  compound  kind,  very  large,  of  a clear  white  on  the 
upper  fide^,  and  a fine  purple  underneath. 

Flower-cup:  compofcd  of  numerous  llrap-fhaped  equal 
fcales. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a great  many  florets,  vyhich  in  the 
central  part  of  the  flower  are  tubular,  with  five  fmall  teeth,  and 
contain  both  chives  and  pointals ; while  thofe  in  the  circum- 
ference contain  only  pointals,  and  are  fiat,  and  cut  at  the  end 
into  three  or  four  fmall  teeth. 

Chives:  five  in  each  of  the  central  florets;  they  are  flen- 
der  and  very  Ihort,  and  the  tips  are  united  together,  fo  as  to 
form  a hollow  cylindric  body. 

Pointals  : the  feed-buds  are  of  an  oblong  form,  and  fup- 
port  flender  fhafts,  which  are  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  termi- 
nate in  two  reflected  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  deflitutc  of  a fea- 
ther. 

It  is  a native  of  Spain  and  other  warm  parts  of  Europe,  but 
bears  the  cold  of  our  own  climate,  and  flowers  in  April  and 
May. 

The  roots  have  a hot  pungent  tafte  when  chewed  in  the 
mouth,  which,  by  lHmulating  the  falival  glands,  promotes  a 
flow  of  vifcid  humours  from  the  head  and  the  adjacent  parts, 

and 
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and  by  this  mnans  freqMmly  relieves  the  woth-ach,  head-ach 
lethargy,  palfy  of  the  tongue,  &c.  It  is  likew^e  given  inter- 
nally, lifh  fnccefs,  in  fmall  dofes,  in  paralytic  andrhenmatiq 
complaints.  Lewis. 


PENNY-ROYAL, 

Mentha  Pulegium , 14-  i« 

Root  ••  perennial, creeping,  and  fibrous. 

S^-ems;  numerous,  weak,  trailing,  angular,  and  pretty  much 

branched  ; they  rift  to  the  height  of  eight  or  ten  inches.  _ 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  are  produced  in  pairs  at  the  joints 

of  the  ftem,  and  are  fmail,  of  an  oval  figure,  obtuie,  notched 
on  the  edges,  and  of  a pieaftnt  green  colour. 

Flowers:  furrounding  the  ftem  in  little  whorls  at  the 
joints;  they  are  fmail,  and  Of  a pale  red  colour.  .... 

Flower-cep:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  divided  at 
the  rim  into  five  pointed  fegments.  , 

Blossom:  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a fliort  cyhndnc  tube, 
and  a border  divided  into  two  lips,  the  uppermoft  of  which  is 
broad  at  the  end  and  entire,  the  other  is  cleft  into  three  fmail 

Chives:  four;  they  are  avvl-fhaped,  upright,  and  Hand 
at  a diftance  from  each  other ; two  of  them  are  conliderably 
longer  than  the  others,  and  all  of  them  are  furnifhed  with 

roundifh  tips.  , , - c 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the  lhatt 

is  fiender  and  upright,  and  the  fummit  is  cloven. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting.  . 

Seeds  : four  after  each  bloflom  ; they  are  contained  in  the 

bottom  of  the  cup,  and  are  very  fmail. 

It  is  found  in  moift  meadows  and  paftures,  in  fevera]  places, 
and  Howcrs  in  Auguft  and  September. 

The  exprefl'ed  juice  of  this  plant,  mixed  with  a little  fugar- 
car.dy,  is  a good  medicine  for  the  hooping-cough.  A table- 
fpconful  is  a dofe.  Boyle. 

A fimple  and  a fpiritudus  water,  diftilled  from  the  dried  leaves, 
are  kept  in  the  (hops,  atul  are  frequently  preferred  in  Fyfte- 
rical  and  nervous  complaints.  An  infulion  of  the  plant  may 
be  uftd  to  advantage  for  the  fame  purpofes.  Withering. 

Fenny- 
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Penny-Roy:1i  is  of  a warm  pungent  nature,  but  more  acrid 
and  left  agreeable,  both  m lmell  and  tafte.  It  is  not  fo  proper 
as  mint  to  be  admimftered  in  common  fickneffes  or  weakness 
oftheftomach,  but  is  much  more  efficacious  in  windy  com- 
plaints, hyfterics,  and  diforders  of  the  breaft.  Lewu 

The  diftilled  water,  a flrong  infufion,  or  the  juice  freffi 
pielled  from  the  plant,  is  excellent  for  obftruftions  of  the 
menfes.  A conferva  of  the  young  tops  afts  as  a diuretic  and 
has  been  many  times  very  ferviceable  in  the  gravel.  It  is’like- 
wifegood  for  the  jaundice,  and  all  other  complaints  arifine 
from  obfiru&ions  of  the  vifcera.  P 3 U1  S 

PEPPER.  Black. 

Piper  Nigrum,  z.  3. 

fibres  °T  : Perennia1,  and  comP°fed  of  a great  number  of  black 

Stems  : numerous,  of  a hard  fubftance,  and  jointed  j they 
are  not  robult  enough  to  fupport  themfelves  in  an  ereft  pofition 

but  trail  along  the  ground  unlefs  fupported,  and  itrike  root  at 
the  joints. 

Leaves:  produced  fingly  at  the  joints;  they  are  large,  of 
an  oblong  pointed  figure,  and  a firm  fubftance;  there  is  four 
or  five  longitudinal  ribs  on  their  furface,  which  is  of  a dark 
green  colour,  and  they  are  entire  at  the  edges. 

Flowers  : growing  on  fpikes  from  the  fides  of  the  Hem 
and  its  branches ; they  are  fmall,  and  inconfiderable. 
Flower-cup  and 
Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives  : wanting  ; but  there  are  two  fmall  tips  placed  oppo- 
fite  to  each  other  at  the  bafe  of  the  feed-bud. 

is  r°nN  rAL  "l  thre  feed.-bud  !s  lar8e  and  egg-fhaped,  but  there 
s no  fhaft ; the  fummit,  which  is  three-fold,  and  hairy,  being 
ieated  immediately  upon  the  feed-bud. 

^Seeo-vessel;  aroundilh  berry  of  a darkifh  colour,  when 
Seed  : fingle,  and  roundiffi. 

It  is  a native  of  Java,  Sumatra,  and  Malabar.  The  berries 
are  well  known  among  us,  being  ufed  both  for  culinary  and 
medical  purpofes.  There  is  another  fort  of  Pepper,  which  is 
u aPPears  on  examination  to  be  the  fame  as  this  ; 
ate  lffcrence  confifls  in  its  being  deprived  of  the  outer  coat 
orhulk. 
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The  berries  are  excellent  againft  all  coldnefles  and  crudities 
at  the  ftomach.  They  give  an  appetite  in  fuch  cafes,  and 
help  digeftion  ; they  are  alfo  good  for  dizzinefs  of  the  head, 
in  obftru&ions  of  the  liver,  and  againft  the  cholic.  We  fre- 
quently negledt  things  as  medicines  that  we  ufe  for  food,  but 
there  are  few  things  of  its  kind  fo  ftrong  as  pepper,  when  taken 
alone,  and  on  an  empty  ftomach. 


PEPPER.  Guinea. 
CAYANNE  PEPPER.  BIRD  PEPPER. 

Gapficum  Annuurrif  5.  I. 

Root  : annual  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  angular,  thick,  upright,  and  pretty  much  branched  ; 
it  grows  to  about  the  heighth  of  five  feet. 

Leaves:  difpofed  irregularly  on  the  branches;  they  are  oval, 
pointed,  entire,  on  the  edges,  and  of  a deep  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  from  the  fides  of  the  branches;  they 
are  moderately  large  and  white. 

Flower  cup:  a Angle  leaf,  cloven  into  five  fmall  fegments 
at  the  rim. 

Blossom  : a fingle  wheel-fliaped  petal ; the  tubular  part  of 
which  is  very  fhort,  and  the  border  is  divided  about  half-way 
into  five  broad,  pointed,  expanding,  plaited  fegments. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fmall,  and  awl-Ihaped,  with 
oblong  converging  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  the  fhaft  (lender, 
longer  than  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  large,  about  an  inch  and  half  long,  and  an 
inch  thick  at  the  bafe,  from  whence  it  grows  gradually  fmaller 
to  the  point,  and  is,  when  ripe,  of  a beautiful  Ihining  red 
colour. 

Seeds:  very  numerous,  kidney  ftiaped,  and  a little  com- 
prefled. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Indies,  but  will  bear  the  air  of  our  cli- 
mate, and  ripen  its  fruit  with  us,  if  brought  forward  in  a hot 
bed  in  the  fpring,  and  afterwards  planted  out  in  the  open 
ground. 

The  fruit  is  ufed,  and  this,  whether  frefh  or  dried,  is  ex- 
ceeding acrid  and  pungent  to  the  talle,  fetting  the  mouth  as  it 
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were  on  (fire,  and  producing  a painful  burning  fenfation, 
which  continues  for  a long  time.  It  is  fometimes  given  a3 
one  of  the  higheil  ftimulantsin  cold,,  fiuggiih,  phlegmatic  dif- 
orders,  in  paralytic  complaints,  in  relaxations  of  the  ftomach, 
and  for  promoting  the  efficacy  of  aloetic  and  nervous  medi- 
cines, and  in  hyfteric,  and  other  female  difeafes.  Lewis. 

A little  of  the  pulpy  part  of  the  fruit  held  in  the  mouth, 
cures  the  tooth-ach  ; and  if  bruifed,  and  applied  externally  to 
the  part  affefted,  in  form  of  a poultice,  with  the  addition 
of  crumbled  bread,  and  honey  enough  to  bring  it  to  a proper 
confidence,  it  is  good  for  the  quinzey. 


PERIWINKLE. 

Vinca  Major,  5.  x. 

Root  : perennial ; it  confifts  of  a large  bundle  of  long  and 
tough  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  of  a firm  and  fomewhat  woody  con- 
fidence, trailing,  and  running  to  a great  length. 

Leaves  : placed  in  pairs,  on  (hort  leaf-ilalks  ; they  are  oval, 
pointed,  fmooth  on  the  furface,  entire  at  the  edges,  and  of  a 
dark  green  colour. 

Flowers  : fupported  on  long  fruic-ilalks,  which  rife  fingly 
from  the  bofoins  of  the  leaves ; they  are  large,  and  of  a beau- 
tiful blue  colour. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  five  parts,  or  fegments,  which 
are  upright  and  lharp  pointed. 

Blosso-m  : compofed  of  a Angle  petal,  with  a cylindrical 
tube  longer  than  the  flower-cup,  marked  with  five  lines,  and 
as  many  angles  at  the  mouth.  The  border  is  cut  into  five  feg- 
inents,  which  are  broadefl:  at  the  outward  edge,  and  obliquely 
lopped. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fliort,  and  bent  backwards 
. and  forwards.  The  tips  are  blunt  and  Hand  upright,  but  are 
bowed  inward. 

Pointal  : thefeed-buds  are  two  in  each  flower,  of  a round- 
ifli  form,  with  two  other  roundifh  bodies  lying  contiguous  to 
them.  The  lhaft  is  Angle,  common  to  both  feed-buds,  and 
terminated  by  two  fummits  placed  one  above  the  other.  The 
Jowell  of  .thefe  js  round  and  flat,  the  uppermoft  a concave 
knob. 


Seed. 


FAMILY  HERBAL.  369 

Seed-vessels:  two  long,  tapering,  upright  bags,  opening 
lengthways. 

Seeds  : numerous,  oblong,  cylindrical,  and  furrowed. 

It  is  found  in  woods  and  hedges  in  many  places,  and  pro- 
duces its  elegant  flowers  in  May. 

It  is  of  an  aftringent,  or  binding  nature.  A ftrong  decoc- 
tion of  the  whole  plant  in  water,  with  the  addition  of  a little 
red  wine,  reftrains  immoderate  menltrual  difcharges,  the  bleed- 
ing of  the  piles,  and  other  haemorrhages.  Hill. 


P I L E W O R T, 

LESSER  CELANDINE. 

Ficaria  Verna,  13.  7. 

Root  : perennial;  it  confifts  of  a great  number  of  fmtrfl  tu- 
berous lumps  about  the  fize  of  a barley-corn,  with  fmall  fibres 
among  them  ; they  are  brownifh  on  the  outfide,  and  reddifh 
within. 

Leaves  : fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks ; they  are  of  a round- 
ifh  form,  but  fome  of  them  are  a little  angular,  and  all  of  them 
indented  in  the  manner  of  a heart,  for  the  reception  of  the 
leaf-ftalks. 

Stems;  trailing,  angular,  hollow,  and  fet  thick  with  leaves. 

Flowers  : large,  and  of  a beautiful  yellow  colour;  they 
are  fupported  on  long  fruit-ftalks,  which  rife  from  the  item. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  three  leaves,  which  are  egg- 
Ihaped  and  concave. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  about  eight  petals,  thefe  are  point- 
ed, and  furnifhed  at  the  bafe  with  a fmall  honey-cup,  in  the 
claws  of  each,  clofed  with  a little  fcale,  which  is  notched  at 
the  end. 

Chives:  numerous;  they  are  very  fhort,  and  lupport 
ftraight  oblong  double  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  likewife  numerous,  and  alto- 
gether form  a roundifh  knob ; there  are  no  fhafts,  and  the  fum- 
mits  are  fmall  and  reflected. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  numerous,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  crooked  at  the 
points. 

N?  XI. 
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It  is  common  in  meadows  and  paftures  under  hedges,  and 
flowers  in  April. 

The  roots  of  this  plant  are  of  a very  cooling  emollient  na- 
ture, and  are  an  excellent  remedy  for  the  piles,  if  bruifed  and 
applied  to  the  part.  A decoftion  of  them  in  red  wine  is  alfo 
ferviceable  in  the  fame  diforder,  when  they  difcharge  too  large 
a quantity  of  blood.  A poultice  made  of  the  roots  and  leaves 
bruifed  together,  and  laid  on  fcrophulous  fwellings,  has  been 
known  to  do  great  fervice ; and  a ftrong  decoftion  of  them 
taken  inwardly,  is  ferviceable  in  the  jaundice. 


PIG  NUT. 

£ ARTII  NUT,  KIPPER  NUT,  HAWK  NUT,  JURNUT. 

Eunium  HippocaJIanum , 5.  a. 

Root:  perennial;  it  conflfts  of  an  irregular  tuberous  lump, 
about  the  bignefs  of  a chefnut,  with  a few  fmall  fibres  at  the 
bafe.  It  is  covered  with  a dark  brown,  or  blackifh  fkin,  but 
within  it  is  white,  and  of  a fweet  pleafant  tafte. 

Stem:  firm,  thick  at  the  bafe,  upright,  fcored  on  the  fur- 
face,  a little  branched  towards  the  top,  and  about  two  feet 
high.  , 

Leaves:  winged;  the  fegments,  or  little  leaves,  are  long  and 
narrow,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  inrundles  at  the  top  of  the  flem  and 
branches ; they  are  fmall  and  white,  and  at  the  bafe  of  each 
rundle,  as  well  as  its  fubdivifions,  is  a fence  of  feveral  oblong 
flender  leaves. 

Flower-cup  : fcarcely  perceptible. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  equal  heart-fhaped  petals,  which 
bend  inwards. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  lhorter  than  the  petals,  and  fupport 
Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  and  fituated  below  the 
bloffom,  and  fupports  two  reflected  fhafts  with  blunt  furnmits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower;  they  are  egg-fliaped,  con- 
nected together,  convex  on  one  fide,  and  flat  on  the  other. 

It  is  common  in  meadows  and  paflures.  The  flowers  ap- 
pear in  Augufl, 
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The  roots  are  eatable  either  raw,  boiled,  or  roafted,  and  are 
a wholefome  and  nutritious  food.  The  feeds  are  difperfers  of 
wind  in  the  ftomach,  and,  jf  taken  plentifully,  tljey  operate 
by  urine. 


PIMPERNEL  L. 

Auagalis  Arvenjis , 5.  1. 

Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  and  fibrous. 

Stems:  numerous,  four  cornered,  weak,  trailing,  and  fix 
or  eight  inches  long. 

Leaves:  produced  in  pairs;  they  have  no  leaf-ftalks,  but 
are  broadelt  at  the  bafe,  and  taper  all  the  way  from  thence  to 
the  point.  Their  edges  are  entire,  and  their  colour  is  a fine 
bright  green. 

Flowers  : fupported  on  Ihort  fruit-ftalks,  which  rife  from 
the  bofoms  of  the  leaves ; they  are  fmall,  but  their  beautiful 
fcarlet  colour  renders  them  very  confpicuous. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  five  lharp  fegments,  each  of 
which  is  furnilhed  with  a little  rib,  or  keel,  along  the  back. 

Blossom:  a Angle  wheel-fliaped  petal,  without  any  tubu- 
lar part.  The  border  is  flat,  and  divided  into  five  roundilh  feg- 
ments,  which  are  connected  together  by  the  claws. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  upright,  hairy  towards  the  bottom, 
fhorter  'than  the  divifions  of  the  bloITom,  and  furnilhed  with 
Ample  tips. 

Point  a l : the  feed-bud  is  round,  the  lhaft  very  flender,  and 
terminated  by  a knobbed  fummir. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  capfule,  marked  with  five  lines 
cn  the  outfide,  which  make  it  appear  as  if  it  would  open 
with  five  valves,  whereas  it  feparates  acrpfs  the  middle  into  two 
parts. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  of  an  angular  figure. 

It  is  common  in  corn- fields,  and  in  othef  cultivated  places, 
and  blolfoms  from  May  till  Auguft. 

It  is  of  a cordial  fudorific  nature,  and  a flrong  infufion  of  it 
is  an  excellent  medicine  in  feverifh  complaints,  which  it  re- 
lieves by  promoting  a gentle  pcrfpiration.  The  fame  fimple 
preparation  is  much  ufed  among  country  people  in  the  firft 
Sages  of  confumptions,  and  is  often  the  happy  means  of  check- 
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ing  the  diforder,  and  preventing  its  fatal  confequences.  The 
whole  plant,  dried  and  powdered,  is  good  for  the  falling  lick- 
refs ; and  there  are  many  well  authenticated  accounts  of  that 
dreadful  diforder  being  abfolutely  cured  by  it.  Hill. 

A decodiion  of  it  in  wine,  drank  in  bed,  caufes  fweating,  and 
is  a prefervative  in  peftilential  and  contagious  difeafes;  a water 
diddled  from  it  is  excellent  for  fore  eyes.  The  exprelfed  juice 
is  ferviceable  in  the  beginning  of  dropfies,  and  in  obftrudtions 
of  the  liver,  fpleen,  and  reins.  It  brings  away  ftony  and  gra- 
velly concretions  from  the  bladder  and  urinary  palfages,  and 
is  good  in  confumptive  cafes,  ulcerated  lungs,  and  other  dis- 
orders of  the  bread.  < 


PINE.  Tree. 

Pinus  Syhejlris,  21.  9. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem:  tree-like,  and  covered  with  rough  brown  bark;  it 
rifes  to  a great  height,  and  is  well  furnilhed.with  branches,  the 
"bark  of  which  is  paler  and  fmoother. 

Leaves  : long,  and  very  narrow  ; they  grow  in  pairs  out  of 
a kind  of  fheath,  which  furrounds  them  a conliderable  way  at 
the  bafe.  Their  colour  is  a dark  bluilh  green. 

'Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant;  they  are  of 
a yellovvilh  colour,  and  make  but  a poor  appearance. 

Flower-cup  of  the  barren  flower  : compofed  of  the  feales 
of  the  bud. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Chives:  numerous;  they  are  united  at  the  bottom  into  3 
columnar  body,  divided  at  the  top,  and  terminated  by  upright 
tips. 

Flower-cup  of  the  fertile  flower:  an  egg-lhaped  cone, 
compofed  of  oblong,  permanent,  riged  feales,  laid  over  one  an- 
other, and  containing  two  flowers  in  each. 

Blossom  : wanting. 

Pointal*.  the  feed-bud  is  very  final],  the  lhaft  awl-fhaped, 
and  the  fummit  Ample. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seed  : a nut,  or  kernel,  of  an  oblong  form,  furrounded 
by  a membranous  wing,  which  is  larger  than  the  fecditfelf,  and 
contained  under  the  feales  of  the  cone. 
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It  is  a native  of  many  parts  of  Germany,  and  is  common 
enough  in  plantations  with  us.  The  flowers  appear  early  in 
the  fpring,  and  the  cones  arrive  at  maturity  in  the  beginning 
of  winter. 

The  kernels  or  feeds  are  excellent  reftoratives  in  confump- 
tions,  and  after  long  ill nefies.  The  bell  way  of  giving  them  is 
in  an  emulfion  beat  up  with  barley  water,  which  is  alfo  very  good 
for  heat  of  urine,  and  other  difordersof  the  urinary  paflages. 

The  refinous  juice  which  flows  from  this  tree,  either  natu- 
rally, or  when  it  is  cut  for  that  purpofe,  is  what  we  call  com- 
mon turpentine.  It  is  a thick  honey-like  fubllance,  of  a brown- 
ilh  colour,  and  a ilrong  difggreeable  fmell.  When  this  tur- 
pentine has  undergone  the  operation  of  being  dilliiled  for  the 
oil  or  fpirit  of  turpentine,  what  remains  in  the  Hill  is  common 
refin,  which  is  ypllow  if  the  fire  is  extinguilhed  in  time,  or 
otherwife  black.  The  feveral  kinds  of  turpentine  and  refins 
are  chiefly  ufed  for  compofing  plaifters  and  ointments.  Some- 
times they  are  made  into  pills,  and  taken  inwardly,  and  are 
good  againlt  the  whites,  and  thofe  runnings  which  remain  after 
daps,  when  the  virulence  of  the  diforder  is  abated. 


P I O N Y. 

Paoma  Officinalis , 13.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  and  very  large;  it  naturally  confills  of  a 
long,  thick,  main  body,  to  which  there  are  a number  of  long 
tuberous  pieces  connedted,  and  from  thefe,  as  well  as  the  main 
root,  proceed  feveral  long  fibres. 

Stem  : round,  thick,  upright,  fcored  on  the  furface, 
branched,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  compound;  they  are  fupported  on  thick  robull 
leaf-llalks,  and  are  very  large  ; each  leaf  is  divided  into  feveral 
oblong  parts,  or  it  is  rather  compofed  of  many  lefler  leaves, 
fet  upon  adivided  leaf-ftalk.  Their  colour  is  a blackifh  green. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  and  branches  fingly  ; they 
are  very  large,  and  in  their  natural  (late  of  a pale  whitilh  co- 
lour, veined  with  purple  ; but  we  fee  them  in  a Hate  of  culti- 
vation, double,  and  of  the  moll  glorious  crimfon  colour. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  five  fmall,  roundilh,  concave, 
refledled  leaves,  unequal  both  in  fizeand  iituation. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  very  large,  roundilh,  concave 
petals,  which  are  rather  narrower  at  the  bale. 


Chives  1 
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Chives  : very  numerous,  there  being  about  three  hundred 
in  each  flower ; they  are  (lender,  Ihort,  and  fupport  large, 
oblong,  four-cornered  tips,  which  Hand  in  an  upright  pofition*. 

Pointal:  the  feed-buds  are  two  in  number,  egg-ftiaped, 
and  covered  with  a downy  fubftance,  the  fliafts  wanting,  the 
fummits  being  feated  immediately  upon  the  feed-bud  ; thefe 
laft  are  oblong,  comprefl'ed,  and  coloured. 

Seed-vessels  equal  in  number  to  the  feed-buds ; they  are 
large,  of  the  capfule  kind,  egg-fliaped,  and  downy. 

Seeds  : feveral  in  each  capfule ; they  are  large,  oval,  black, 
and  fliining. 

It  is  a native  of  Switzerland,  and  other  parts  of  Europe. 
We  have  the  double  kind  very  common  in  our  gardens ; but 
the  Angle,  which  is  the  bell  for  medical  purppfes,  is  more  rare. 
It  flowers  in  May  and  June. 

1 he  roots  of  Piony  are  celebrated  for  diforders  of  the  head 
and  nerves,  and  not  without  reafon.  The  belt  method  of  ad- 
miniftering  them  is  in  powder,  of  which  twelve  grains  is  a 
iufficient  dofe.  This,  if  perfevered  in  for  fome  time,  will  do 
great  fervice  in  all  nervous  diforders,  head-achs,  and  convul- 
fions.  It  cures  thac  difagreeable  difeafe,  the  night-mare,  in  a - 
little  time,  and  is  likewife  good  in  obljrudions  of  the  liver, 
and  the  confequent  complaints.  Hill. 

An  infufion  of  the  root  promotes  the  menllrual  difcharge, 
when  obftru&ed,  and  is  good  againft  hyfteric  and  nervous 
Complaints,  particularly  the  falling-ficknefs. 


PLANTAIN. 

W A Y B R E A D. 

Plantago  Major,  4.  x. 

Root  : annual  ; it  confifts  of  numerous,  long,  thick  fibres, 
conneded  to  a fmall  head. 

Leaves  : rifing  immediately  from  the  root  in  a large  clufter ; 
are  large,  of  an  oval  figure,  fupported  on  long  hollow  leaf- 
flalks,  and  of  a dead  green  colour;  each  leaf  is  marked  with 
fix  or  feven  prominent  ribs,  which  run  longitudinally  the  whole 
length  of  the  leaves. 

Stem;  fupporting  flowers  only,  feveral  of  them  rife  frpm 
each  root ; they  are  round,  of  a tough  fubftance,  and  ten  inches 
ora  foot  high. 
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Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  in  along  fpike;  they  are 
fmall,  and  of  a greenilh  white  colour. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  four  Ihort,  upright,  permanent 
fegments. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal,  with  a roundilh  tube,  and  a border 
divided  into  four  egg-lhaped,  but  pointed  and  refle&ed  feg- 
ments. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  very  flender,  long,  upright,  and 
fupport  longifh  comprefled  tips,  which  are  fixed  fideways  to  the 
threads. 

Pointal  ! the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  the  (haft  flender, 
about  half  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  a Ample 
fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-lhaped  capfule,  divided  within  int® 
two  cells. 

Seeds:  feveral  in  each  cell;  they  are  fmall,  and  of  an  ob- 
long figure. 

It  is  common  in  paftures,  meadows,  and  by  road  (ides,  and 
blofloms  from  the  beginning  of  June  till  the  latter  end  of 
Auguft. 

It  is  of  a cooling,  aflringent,  healing  nature.  A decoction  of 
the  whole  plant  is  good  in  diforders  of  the  kidnies  and  urinary 
veflels.  The  root  dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  and  taken  in 
dofes  of  about  half  a drachm,  is  ferviceable  in  fluxes  of  the 
bowels,  attended  with  bloody  (tools.  The  exprefled  juice  is 
good  againft  fpitting  of  blood,  immoderate  flaxes  of  the  menfes, 
and  piles.  The  feeds  reduced  to  powder,  and  taken,  (top  the 
whites.  The  leaves  bruifed,  and  applied  to  frelh  cuts,  foon 
heal  them,  and  are  good  to  cleanfe  and  heal  ulcers. 


PLANTAIN.  Water. 

Jllifma  Plaritago,  6.  5. 

Root  : perennial ; it  confilts  of  a very  large  tuft  of  fibres, 
which  are  connected  by  the  upper  extremity  to  a kind  of 
roundifh  head,  formed  by  the  bale  of  the  leaf-ftalks. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  long,  hollowed,  weak,  fpungy  leaf- 
flalks ; they  are  large,  broad,  oblong,  blunt  at  the  end,  entire 
on  the  edges,  fmooth  on  the  furface,  of  a frefh  green  colour, 
and  marked  with  large  longitudinal  ribs,  in  the  manner  of 
common  plantain  ; to  which,  however,  this  plant  is  not  in  the 
lead  degree  allied. 


Stem: 
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Stem:  bearing  only  flowers;  it  is  naked,  thick,  fmooth, 
three  or  four  feet  high,  and  furnifhed  with  a great  many 
branches,  which  furround  it  at  fmall  diftances,  in  a regular 
manner,  like  whorls. 

Flowers:  fupported  on  long  fruit-ftalks,  which  rife  from 
thefe  branches ; they  are  not  very  large,  but  very  numerous 
and  white. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  three  egg-fhaped,  concave,  per- 
manent leaves. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  three  large,  flat,  roundifh  expanding 
petals. 

Chives  : fix;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  Ihorter  than  the  petals, 
and  fupport  roundilh  tips. 

Pointals  : the  feed-buds  are  more  than  five  in  number  ; 
they  fupport  fimple  lhafts,  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a comprefled  capfule. 

Seeds:  folitary,  and  fmall. 

I • 

It  is  found  in  great  plenty  in  watery  places,  fuch  as  the  ildes 
of  pools,  rivers,  &c.  and  flowers  in  July  and  Auguft. 

The  leaves  of  this  plant  are  cooling  and  repelling;  they  are. 
frequently  made  ufe  of  by  country  people  for  fallings  down  of 
the  fundament,  and  the  piles.  The  juice  flops  fpitting  of 
blood,  and  bloody  urine;  and  applied  to  women’s  breafts, 
dries  up  the  milk  very  foon. 

PEPPER  WORT. 

D1TTANDER.  POOR  MAN’s  PEPPER. 

Lepidium  Latifolium,  15.  2. 

Root  : perennial ; it  is  (lender,  and  creeps  obliquely  be- 
neath the  furface  of  the  ground,  fending  up  tufts  of  leaves  and 
items  in  feveral  places,  and  is  hung  with  numerous  fibres. 

Stem:  round,  of  a firm  fubltance,  pretty  much  branched, 
and  about  a yArd  high. 

Leaves  : fupported  on  long  flendcr  leaf-ftalks ; they  are 
large,  egg-fhaped,  pointed,  notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a dark 
green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  vaft  numbers ; they 
are  fmall,  and  white. 

Flower-cup  ; formed  of  four  egg-fhaped  concave  leaves. 

j Blossoms 
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Blossom  : compoled  of  four  petals,  which  are  inverfely  egg- 
Ihaped,  and  twice  as  long  as  the  cup,  with  narrow  claws. 

Chives:  fix  (the  twooppofite  oneslhorter  than  the  remain- 
ing four)’;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  terminated  by  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  the  lhaft  Ample, 
and  as  long  as  the  chives,  ending  in  an  obtufe  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a heart-fhaped  pouch,  comprefled,  and 
flightly  notched  at  theend. 

Seeds:  feveral ; they  are  egg-lhaped,  tapering,  and  narrow 
at  the  bafe. 

It  is  found  in  meadows  and  pafturcs,  but  not  very  frequent. 
The  flowers  appear  in  June  and  July. 

The  whole  plant  has  a violent  hot  biting  tafte.  The  leaves 
chewed  in  the  mouth,  cure  the  tooth-ach,  and  excite  a dif- 
charge  of  watery  humours  from  the  head.  Bruifed,  and 
applied  externally,  it  is  good  for  fciatic  pains.  The  women 
give  a flight  infufion  of  it  to  haften  delivery.  In  this  form  it 
likewife- operates  powerfully  by  urine,  and  cleanfes  the  kid- 
nies  and  ureters  from  gravel,  and  is  alfo  an  excellent  medi- 
cine for  fcorbutic  complaints.  If  the  infufion  be  made  very 
ftrong,  or  taken  in  too  large  a quantity,  it  excites  vomiting. 

A deco&ion  of  the  young  tops  promotes  the  menfes,  and  the 
neceflary  difcharges  after  delivery. 

PLOWMAN’S  SPIKENARD. 

Conyza  Squarrofa,  19.  a. 

Root:  biennial,  long,  thick,  and  divided. 

Stem  : Arm,  upright,  roundilh,  divided  into  many  branches, 
which  are  nearly  ereft,  and  purplifh,  with  a kind  of  whitilh 
woolinefs  on  thefurface. 

Leaves:  large,  oblong,  irregularly  notched  on  the  edges,  a 
little  woolly  on  both  Ades,  wrinkled  on  the  furface,  and  of  a 
dufky  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hem  and  branches  in  a broad 
duller;  they  are  of  the  compound  kind,  but  fmall,  and  of  a 
dulky  yellow  colour. 

Flower- cup:  compofed  of  fmall  pointed  fcalqs,  the  outer- 
moll  of  which  expand  a little. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  in  the 
central  part  are  tubular,  marked  with  flve  teeth,  and  furnilhed 
with  chives  and  pointals:  while  thofe  in  the  circumference 
contain  only  pointals,  and  are  flightly  cloven  into  three  parts. 

N°  XI.  Ccc  Chivus 
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Chives  : five  in  each  floret;  they  are  fliort,  and  very  Hen- 
aer,  and  the  tips  unite  into  a hollow  cylindric  body. 

Poi  ntal  : the  feed-bud  in  thofe  florets  which  contain  both, 
chives  and  pointals,  is  oblong,  and  fupports  a fiend*  fliaft  as 
long  as  the  chives,  with  a cloven  fummit,  in  thofe  where  there 
is  only  pointals,  the  fiiaft  is  more  flender,  and  is  fumifhed  with 
two  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  terminated  with  a 
Ample  feather. 


L delights  to  grow  in  moift  meadows  and  paftures, 
and  in  a clayey  foil.  The  flowers  appear  in  July,  and  the 

plants  continue  in  bloflom  till  the  middle,  or  latter  end  of  Au- 
guft. 

The  whole  plant  has  a fragrant  fmell.  Jt  is  a potent  diu- 
retic, and  an  excellent  herb  for  fuch  as  are  troubled  with  the 
gravel.  It  is  bell  for  thefe  purpofes  to  be  taken  in  a ftrong  in- 
fufion.  Hill. 

A ftrong  decodtion  of  the  young  tops  is  good  againft  inward 
b eedmgs.  The  root  dried,  and  powdered,  is  a remedy  for 
purgings,  and  will  frequently  cure  that  troublefomeand  weak- 
ening complaint,  the  whites. 


POLEY  MOUNTAIN. 


Teucrum  Poliunt,  14,  1. 

Root  : fomewhat  woody,  and  furnilhed  with  numerous  long 
flender  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  angular,  trailing,  and  about  a foot  in 
length. 

Leaves  : oblong,  they  are  produced  in  pairs,  and  have  no 
leaf-ftalks,  they  are  waved,  a little  notched  on  the  edges,  and 
woolly  on  the  furface. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Hems  in  fmall  tufts,  they  are 
minute  and  whitilh. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  which  is  cut  at  the 
mouth  into  five  fmall,  acutely  pointed  teeth,  and  hunched  on 
one  fide  near  to  the  bafe. 

Blossom  : of  the  grinning  or  gaping  kind;  it  confifls  of  a 
ng  e petal,  with  a fliort  cylindric  tube,  which  ends  in  a curved 

mouth  - 
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mouth  or  throat.  The  upper  lip  Hands  in  an  ere£t  pofition, 
is  acutely  pointed,  and  divided  very  deeply  into  two  parts, 
with  diftant  divifions  at  the  fides.  The  under  lip  fpreads  and 
is  divided  into  three  fegments,  the  middlemoft  of  which  is 
iargeft,  and  rounded  at  the  end. 

Chives:  four;  two  long,  and  two  Ihort,  they  exceed  the 
upper  lip  of  the  blolfom  in  length,  and  are  furnilhed  with  very 
fmall  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the  (haft 
is  thread -lhaped,  equal  in  length  to  the  chives,  and  terminated 
by  two  flender  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting,  but  thecupclofes  and  performs  its 
office. 

Seeds:  four  after  each  blolfom,  they  are  fmall,  and  of  a 
roundilh  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  France  and  Italy,  but  we  have  it  pretty  fre- 
quent in  the  gardens  of  fuch  as  are  curious  in  plants.  It  blof- 
foms  in  Auguft. 

The  whole  plant  is  ufeful,  and  it  is  bell  dried.  An  infufion. 
of  it  removes  obftru&ions  of  the  liver,  and  for  that  reafon  is 
much  recommended  in  the  jaundice.  It  greatly  increafes  the 
difcharge  by  urine,  and  is  ferviceable  in  hyfteric  complaints, 
but  Ihould  not  be  taken  by  women  who  are  with  child,  for  it 
has  fo  great  tendency  to  promote  the  menftrual  flux,  that  it 
might  be  produftive  of  abortion,  and  all  itsconfequences. 


POLYPODY. 

Poljpodium  Vulgare,  24.  1. 

Root  : long  and  thick.  It  creeps  juft  below  the  furface  of 
the  ground,  and  is  furnilhed  with  a great  number  of  blackilh 
fibres. 

Leaves  : fupported  on  roundilh  leaf-ftalks,  which  are  about 
five  or  fix  inches  long,  feveral  of  them  rife  from  the  fame  root, 
but  each  leaf  is  a dillintt  plant,  they  are  divided  in  a winged 
manner  into  a great  many  oblong  fegments,  which  are  notched 
on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

F lowers  : and 

Seeds:  too  minute  to  be  defcribcd  dillin&Iy.  They  are  dif- 
pofed  in  circular  dots,  of  a rufty  colour,  on  the  back  of  the 
leaves. 

It 
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# I 

It  is  found  plentifully  on  old  walls,  in  Ihady  places,  and  at 
the  roots  of  trees  almoft  every  where. 

The  root  is  fweetilh  to  the  tafte,  but  by  long  boiling  it  be- 
comes  bitter.  When  frefh  it  is  a gentle  purgative,  and  the  bed 
way  of  taking  it  is  in  an  infufion;  fix  drams  of  the  root  is  a 
fufficient  quantity  for  a pint  of  boiling  water,  and  that  is 
enough  for  two  dofes.  Withering. 

. rhe  root  iS  a <afe  and  gentle  purgative,  and  may  be  taken 
either  in  an  infufion  or  decodtion,  in  which  forms  it  generally 
operates  by  urine  as  well  as  ftool.  It  is  ferviceable  in  the  jaun- 
dice and  dropfy,  and  is  likewife  an  excellent  ingredient  in  diet 
drinks  for  fcorbutic  diforders. 


POMEGRANATE  TREE. 

Plinica  Granata,  12. 2. 

Root  : woody,  and  hung  with  many  fmall  fibres. 

Stem  : fhrubby,  covered  with  a brownilh  bark,  and  divided 
into  a great  number  of  branches  which  fpread  in  an  irregular 
manner,  and  are  armed  with  fharpifli  fpines. 

Leaves  : fupported  on  longifh  leaf-ftalks,  of  a reddilh  co- 
lour, they  are  numerous,  of  an  oblong  form,  moderately 
broad,  cbtufely  pointed,  and  of  a fine  bright  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  from  the  fides  of  the  branches,  they 
are  large,  and  of  a beautiful  fcarlet  colour. 

Flower-cup;  a fingle  leaf  divided  into  five  fegments,  and 
coloured. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  large,  roundifh  petals,  the 
claws  of  which  are  inferted  into  the  flower-cup. 

Chives:,  numerous,  flender,  Ihorter  than  the  cup,  and 
attached  to  it.  The  tips  are  of  an  oblong  form. 

Pointal  5 the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloflom,  and 
fupports  a Ample  fhaft,  which  is  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  ter- 
minates in  a knobbed  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a large  fruit  of  the  apple  kind,  it  is  crowned 
with  the  flower-cup,  and  divided  internally  into  nine  cells. 

Seeds  : numerous,  they  are  of  a roundiJh  form,  arid  a fuc- 
culent  fubllance. 

It  is  a native  of  Italy  and  Spain,  and  will  feldom  (land  the 
cold  of  our  winters,  without  the  fhelter  ofa  green-houfe, 
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Both  the  flowers  and  the  bark  of  the  fruit  is  ftrongly  aftrin- 
gent;  a deco&ion  of  them  flops  bleedings  and  purgings  of  all 
kinds,  and  is  good  in  the  whites.  The  pulp  of  the  fruit,  when 
in  perfection,  is  very  grateful,  and  has  the  fame  general  quali- 
ties with  the  other  acid  fruits.  The  flowers  of  the  pomegranate 
tree  are  kept  in  the  (hops  under  the  title  ofBalultir.es,  and  are 
given  in  powder  or  decoCtion,  to  check  purgings,  bloody  ftools, 
and  immoderate  menfes.  A flrong  infufion  of  them  cures  ul- 
cers in  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  fattens  loofe  teeth. 


POPLAR  TREE. 

1 

Pap ul us  Nigra,  as.  7. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem  : tree- like, and  covered  with  a fmooth,palei(h  coloured 
bark,  the  branches  are  very  numerous,  and  grow  with  a great 
deal  of  regularity. 

Leaves:  Handing  on  long  leaf-ftalks;  they  are  fhort  and 
broad,  roundifh  at  the  bafe,  but  ending  in  a point,  entire  on 
the  edges,  and  of  a glofly  fhining  green  colourr. 

Flowers  : barren  and  fertile  on  diltinCt  plants.  They  are 
fmall  and  inconfiderable. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  barren  flower,  an  oblong  catkin, 
compofedof  flat,  oblong,  ragged  feales,  each  of  which  inclofes 
a Angle  flower. 

Blossom  : the  petals  are  wanting,  but  there  is  in  each  fcale 
a tubular  honey-cup. 

Chives  : eight;  they  are  remarkably  fhort,  and  fupport 
large,  four-edged  tips. 

Flower-cup, 

Blossom,  and  honey-cup,  of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-(haped,  but  tapering,  the 
{haft  hardly  perceptible,  and  the  fummit  divided  into  four 
parts, 

It  is  frequent  in  moift  fltuations,  and  flowers  early  in  the 
fpring. 

The  young  leaves  are  an  excellent  ingredient  in  poultices 
for  hard  and  painful  fwelHngs. 


POPPY 
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POPPY.  White. 

I 

Papwvcs  Somniferum , 13.  1. 

Root  : annua],  long,  {lender,  white,  and  hung  with  a few 
fmall  fibres. 

Stem  : round,  upright,  of  a tender  fubftance,  and  about  a 
yard  high. 

Leaves:  difpofed  in  an  irregular  manner;  they  have  no 
leaf-flalks,  but  enclofe  the  item  at  the  bafe,  and  from  thence 
grow  fmaller  to  the  point.  They  are  waved,  and  notched  at 
the  edges,  fmooth,  and  ofa  bluifh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  the  branches,  into 
which  the  item  is  divided  ; they  are  large,  and  their  colour  is 
white,  with  a fpot  of  a dark  purple  colour  at  the  bottom  of 
each  petal. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  two  egg-fhaped  concave  leaves, 
which  fall  oft  when  the  bloffom  is  once  expanded. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  large,  flat,  circular  petals,  nar- 
row at  the  bafe,  and  alternately  fmaller. 

Chives:  numerous,  very  /lender,  and  much  fhorter  than 
the  bloflom ; they  are  furnifhed  with  oblong,  upright,  com- 
prefled  tips,  blunt  at  the  extremity. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  nearly  globular,  and  very  large, 
and  there  is  no  fhaft ; the  fummit  is  large  and  flat,  and  is  plac- 
ed immediately  on  the  feed-bud. 

Seed-vessel:  a large  capfule  of  a roundifh  figure ; it  is 
divided  internally  into  feveral  cells,  and  contains  an  amazing 
number  of  very  fmall  rough  white  feeds. 

It  is  commonly  wild  in  Ireland,  and  we  fometimes  find  it  fo 
with  us,  but  it  appears  to  have  arifen  from  feeds  which  the 
winds  have  fcattered  from  fome  garden.  It  flowers  during 
the  months  of  fummer. 

The  heads,  or  fced-veflels,  are  the  parts  to  be  made  ufe  of. 
Syrup  of  diacodium  is  a very  flrong  decoftion  of  them,  boiled 
up  to  a due  confluence  with  fugar.  This  fyrup  is  a gentle 
narcotic,  eafing  pain,  and  caufing  fleep  ; half  an  ounce  is  a full 
dofe  for  a grown  perfon,  and  for  younger  fubje&s  the  quantity 
muft  be  diminifhed  accordingly.  The  feeds,  beaten  into  an 
emulfion,  with  barley-water,  are  excellent  for  the  ftranguary, 
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and  heat  of  urine  ; but  they  have  none  of  the  fleepy  virtues  of 
the  fyrup,  nor  of  the  other  parts  or  preparations  of  the  poppy. 

Opium  is  nothing  more  than  the  milky  juice  of  this  plant, 
concreted  into  a folid  form.  It  is  procured  by  wounding  the 
heads,  when  they  are  almoft  ripe,  with  a five-edged  inftrument, 
which  makes  as  many  parallel  incifions  from  top  to  bottom, 
and  the  juice  which  flows  from  thefe  wounds  is  the  next  day 
fcraped  off”,  and  the  other  fide  of  the  head  wounded  in  like 
manner.  When  a quantity  of  this  juice  is  in  this  manner  col- 
ledted,  it  is  worked  together  with  a little  water,  till  it  acquires 
the  confiftence  and  colour  of  pitch,  after  which  it  is  fit  for  ufe. 

Opium  has  a faint  difagreeable  fmell,  and  a bitterifh,  hot, 
biting  tafte  ; taken  in  proper  dofes,  it  commonly  procures  fleep, 
and  a fhort  refpite  from  pain,  but  great  caution  is  required  in 
the  adminiftration  of  it,  for  it  is  a very  powerful,  and  confe- 
quently,  in  unfkilful  hands,  a dangerous  medicine.  It  relaxes 
the  nerves,  abates  cramps,  and  fpafmodic  complaints,  even 
thofe  of  the  more  violent  kind  ; but  it  increafes  paralytic  dif- 
orders,  and  all  fuch  as  proceed  from  weaknefles  of  the  ner- 
vous fyftem.  It  incraflates  thin  ferous  acrid  humours,  and 
thus  proves  frequently  a fpeedy  cure  for  catarrhs  and  tickling 
coughs,  but  mull  never  be  given  in  phthifical  or  inflamma- 
tory complaints ; for  it  dangeroufly  checks  expedioration,  un- 
lefs  its  effedts  are  counteracted  by  the  addition  of  ammoniac  or 
fquills,  and  by  producing  a fulnefs  and  diflenfion  of  the  whole 
habit,  it  exafperates  all  inflammatory  fymptoms,  whether  ex- 
ternal or  internal.  It  promotes  perfpiration  and  fweat,  but 
checks  all  other  evacuations,  and  is  good  to  flop  purgings  and 
vomitings,  but  this  is  to  be  effedted  only  by  fmall  dofes,  care- 
fully and  judicioufly  given. 

With  regard  to  the  dofe,  half  a grain,  or  at  moll  a grain,  is  in 
all  common  cafes  a fufiicient  quantity  ; and  even  in  cafes  which 
require  larger  dofes,  it  is  generally  more  advifeable  to  repeac 
ihem  ftiore  frequently,  than  to  give  a larger  quantity  at  a time. 

An  over  dofe  of  opium  occafions  either  immoderate  mirth  or 
flupidity,  rednefs  of  the  face,  fwelling  of  the  lips,  relaxations 
of  the  joints,  giddinefs  of  the  head,  deep  fleep,  accompanied 
with  turbulent  dreams  and  convulflve  llarting,  cold  fweats, 
and  frequently  death. 
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POPPY,  red, 

CORN  ROSE.  COPROSE.  HEAD  WARK. 

Papater,  Rbceas , 13.  x. 

Root  : annual,  long,  white,  flender,  and  furniflied  with 
but  few  fibres.  The 

Leaves,  which  rife  immediately  from  it,  are  large,  oblong, 
and  divided  on  the  edges  into  a great  many  winged  fegments, 
notched  on  the  fides. 

Stem  : round,  weak,  hairy,  branched,  and  about  two  feet 
high.  The  leaves  which  grow  upon  it  refemble  thofe  from 
the  root,  but  they  are  Imaller,  and  more  deeply  cut  and  jagged 
on  the  edges.  They  are  hairy  on  the  furface,  and  of  a pale 
green  colour. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Item  and  branches  fingly,  they 
are  large,  and  of  a bright  fcarlet  colour. 

Blossom  : 

Chives  : and 

Pointal  : the  fame  as  in  the  preceding  fpecies. 

Seed-vessel  : final!,  ofan  oblong  figure,  and  crowned  with 
a flat  head. 

It  is  common  in  corn-fields,  and  flowers  in  July. 

An  infufion  of  the  flowers  boiled  into  a fyrup  is  kept  in  the 
fliops,  and  partakes,  in  a flight  degree  of  the  nature  of  opium. 

Withering . 

The  flowers  are  of  a gentle  foporific  nature,  and  are  peculi- 
arly good  in  pleurifies,  quinfies,  and  all  diforders  of  the 
break.  A ftrong  tin&ure  may  be  drawn  from  them  with  wine, 
and  this  is>  much  better  than  the  fyrup,  for  that  is  too  much 
loaded  with  fugar  to  be  given  in  fufiicient  dofes  to  anfwer  the 
end  intended. 
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PRIMROSE. 


Primula  Veris , 5.  I. 

Root  : perennial,  it  confilts  of  a fhort,  thick,  head,  fur- 
nilhed  with  a great  number  of  thick  and  long  fibres. 

Leaves:  proceeding  immediately  from  the  root;  they  are 
numerous,  and  altogether  make  a large  round  tuft,  they  are 
large,  of  an  oblong  form,  without  leaf-ftalks,  wrinkled  on  the 
furface,  entire  at  the  edges,  and  of  a deep  green  colour. 

Flowers:  fupported  fingly  on  long  /lender,  hairy,  fruit- 
ftalks,  which  rife  immediately  from  the  root.  They  are  large, 
and  of  a white  or  yeliowifh  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  tubular  and 
marked  on  the  outfide  with  five  angles.  The  rim  is  Jikewife 
cut  I uto  five  fharp  teeth. 

Blossom:  a fingle  petal  with  a cylindrical  tube,  equal  to 
the  cup  :n  length,  and  terminated  by  a fhort  neck.  The  bor- 
der expan^s>  and  js  divided  into  five  inverfely  heart-fhaped 
fegments. 

Chives  : fiv..  they  are  Very  ^ortj  and  ]ie  concea]ecj  jn  the 
neck  of  the  blo^m.  The  tips  are  place(j  an  Upright  pofi- 
tion. 

Pointal:  '•’ed-bUd  is  r0undifii.  *haft  flender,  and 

as  long  as  the  r.  . *ound  knot’ 

Seel  , . g \ a cy1»n»?na^j?/ffie,  almoft  . 

, which  it  is  covered.  ""lg  as  the 

cup 


Seed3”  numerous,  and  of 


a roundifh  figure. 


It  is  cr°V  hcdgeS’  3nd  thickets>  Particularly  in 

a clayey  ^ The  fiowe^  appear  in  March  and  April. 

The  re*  ^ Z "fCd  U"rnutatory  for  the  head,  the  belt 
way  of  uftn,  { ■ «. .\S  t0  rui  e them,  and  exprefs  the  juice, 

which  bein’t  up  t e nofe,  occafions  violent  fneezing, 

and  brings  a \ , ea  !vater»  but  without  being  pro- 

ductive of  any  , / e~’  .w  icb  's  to°  °^ten  the  cafe  with  re- 
medies of  this  n yiC  an“  reduced  to  powder,  it  will 
produce  the  but  not..{?  Powerfully.  In  this  ftate 

it  is  laid  to  be  go<  r nervous  dtforders,  but  the  dofe  mult  be 
fmall.  Hill,  c l j ■ 

A dram  and  al,  0 C ® ned  roots,  which  are  taken  up  in 
autumn,  a&3  as  a 1 jCj  a^e  en*etic.  Gerard. 

N®.  XI.  PRIVET. 
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PRIVET.  Prim.  Print. 


Ligu/irum,  vulgare , 1. 1. 

Root  : woody,  and  hung  with  innumerable  fibres. 

Stem:  Ihrubby,  iris  covered  with  a fmooth brown  baric,  dr- 
Tided  into  numerous  irregular  branches,  which  are  very  {lender, 
and  rifes  to  the  height  of  eight  or  ten  feet. 

Leaves:  placed  irregularly  on  the  branches,  they  are  very 
numerous,  of  an  oblong  form,  entire  at  the  edges,  fmooth  on 
the  furface,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  bunches,  which  terminate  the 
branches,  they  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : tubular,  and  very  fmall,  it  is  cut  at  the  rim 
into  four  {harp  teeth. 

Blossom*:  a fingle  funnel-fhaped  petal.  The  tubulr>r  Part 
of  which  is  larger  than  the  cup,  and  the  border  exp? a**ed  and 
divided  into  four  egg  Ihaped  fegments. 

Chives  : two;  they  are  fimple,  and  fuppoi  • uptight  tips, 
which  nearly  equal  the  bloffom  in  length. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  b nearly  round,  the  lhaft  very 
fhort,  and  the  fumm^t  thick,  blunt,  and  clover  at  the  end. 


Seed-vessel  * 


d-  fiiining,  black,  containing 


which  are  convex  on  the  on?  fide,  and  ajtgu.^  ^ 

. other. 

We  have  it  in  woods,  and  hedges.  It  fiourifhes  be^ 
gravelly  foil,  and  blolfoms  in  June  or  July. 

The  leaves  are  bitter,  and  {lightly  aftringent,  a ftrr  . 
fion  of  them  in  water,  with  the  addition  of  a little  rec,'y;ne  an(j 
honey,  is  an  excellent  gargle  for  the  mouth  and  tb?^  wheft 
they  are  fore,  or  for  the  gums  when  they  become  ^ ancj 
are  apt  to  bleed. 


P U R S L A I N. 
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Portulaca , Oleracea , II.  I. 

Root  : long,  thick,  and  hung  with  many  fmall  fibres. 

Stems  : numerous,  thick,  weak,  of  a tender  lucculent  fub- 
Rance,  very  much  branched,  and  a foot  or  more  in  length. 

Leaves:  numerous,  of  an  oblong  form,  thick,  flefhy,  notch- 
ed at  the  end,  of  a tender  fubftance,  and  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  in  the  bofoms  ot  the  leaves;  they  are 
fmall,  and  their  colour  is  a faint  greenith  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  fmall,  and  cleft  into  two  parts. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  petals,  which  are  flat,  upright, 
obtufe,  and  larger  than  the  cup. 

Chives:  feveral ; they  are  very  flender,  {barter  by  half 
than  the  cup,  and  terminated  by  Ample  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  the  {haft  Ample,  and 
very  fhort,  the  fummits  five  in  number,  of  an  oblong  form, 

and  as  long  as  the  ihaft. 

Seed-vessel:  a covered  cap fule,  which  is  egg-lhaped,  and 
contains  numerous 

Seeds,  that  are  very  fmall. 

It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  but  we  have  it 
very  common  in  our  gardens,  where  it  is  cultivated  for  the  ule 
of  the  table,  and  flowers  in  July. 

It  is  a pleafant  fallad  herb,  and  fo  wholefome,  that  it  is  a 
pity  it  is  not  more  ufed  for  that  purpofe.  It  is  excellent  for 
thofe  that  are  troubled  with  fcorbutic  diforders,  and  the  ex- 
prefled  juice,  taken  while  frefli,  is  good  for  the  ftranguary, 
and  ftoppage  of  urine. 


Q^UINCE  Tree, 

Pyria  Cydonia- 

Root  : woody,  and  fpreading. 

Stem  : tree-like,  but  generally  crooked  and  diftorted.  It 
is  covered  with  a brown  bark,  and  furnifhed  with  numerous 
ftraggling  branches. 

D d d 2 


Lkaviss 
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L,,A.™V  ^ported  on  very  (hort  leaf- (talks,  they  are  of  a 
roundifh  figure,  entire  on  the  edges,  of  a dulky  green  on  the 
upper  fide,  and  whitidi  underneath. 

Flowers:  folitary,  they  proceed  from  the  bofoms  of  the 
leaves,  and  are  large  and  white. 

• , Flower-cup  « formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  and  divided  into 

five  fegments.  “ 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  large,  roundilh  concave  petals, 
which  are  attached  to  the  fides  of  the  cup. 

Chives:  twenty;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  Ihorter  than  the 
cup,  and  attached  to  it.  The  tips  are  fimple. 

Po i nt  al  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflbm,  and 
fupports  five  (lender  (hafts,  with  fimple  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a large  flelhy  fruit  of  the  apple  kind,  divided 
within,  into  five  membraneous  cells. 

Seeds  : five;  they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  obtufe  at  the  end, 
the  otherted  **  ^ ^ C°nVCX  °n  °nC  flde>  and  concave  °n 

Thefruithasaftrong,  and  very  pleafing  fmell,  andanaudere 
acid  tade.  Its  exprefled  juice,  taken  in  fmall  quantities,' 
proves  a mild,  cooling,  adrmfent  domachic  medicine,  and  is 
*•-  ff  grea*  efhcacy  m fickneffes,  vomiting,  eruftations,  and  purg- 
“ss-  ^ grateful  cordial,  and  lightly  redringent  fyrup,  is  made 
by  digeding  three  pints  of  the  clarified  juice,  with  a dram  of 
cinnamon,  half  a dram  of  ginger,  and  the  fame  quantity  of 
cloves,  in  warm  afhes,  for  the  fpace  of  fix  hours,  then  addin*  a 
pint  of  red  port,  and  dilTolving  ninepounds  of  fine  fugar  in  the 
liquor,  after  draining  it.  And  an  ufeful  jelly  is  made,  by 

boiling  the  juice,  with  a fufficient  quantity  of  fugar  till  it  at 
tains  a due  confidence.  B “ ac* 

The  feeds  abound  with  a foft  mucilaginous  fubdance,  which 

^8IVeL0Ut  *?  b°ilin8  W3ter'  rendering  it  (limy,  and 
almod  like  the  white  of  an  egg.  This  preparation  is  an  excel- 
ent  medicme  for  fore  mouths,  and  may  be  ufed  with  advantage 

‘ mo,“h  and  thr°?'  *"4 


^hadish. 
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R H A D I S H. 

Raphanus  Sat'njus,  15.  3. 

Root:  biennial,  long,  tapering,  flefhy,  furnifhed  with  fe- 
veral  fmall  fibres  from  the  Tides,  and  of  a fine  reddifh  purple 
colour,  and  a (harp,  pleafing  tafte. 

Leaves:  of  the  winged  kind,  they  are  large,  and  long, 
and  each  leaf  confifts  of  four  or  five  pair  of  leller  leaves  of  a 
rcundifh  form,  with  an  odd  one  at  the  end. 

Stem  : round,  firm,  upright,  brandied,  and  three  feet  high, 
it  is  furnifhed  with  a few  leaves,  placed  in  an  irregular  man- 
ner upon  it,  thefe  are  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  from  the 
root,  but  fmaller,  and  the  fegments  of  which  they  confifl  are 
narrower. 

Flowers:  numerous,  and  moderately  large,  they  Hand  at 
he  extremities  of  the  branches,  and  are  white,  with  more  or 
lefs  of  a red  tinge. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  oblong,  upright,  converging 
leaves,  hunched  at  the  bafe,  and  fhedding  on  the  expanding  of 
the  blofToms. 

Blossom  : eompofed  of  four  petals,  which  are  inverfely 
heart-fhaped,  and  furnifhed  with  claws  rather  larger  than  the 
cup,  within  the  biofTom,  there  are  four  fmall  glandular  fub- 
ftances,  one  of  which  is  placed  between  each  of  the  fhorter 
chives,  and  the  pointal,  and  one  on  each  fide  between  the 
larger  chives  and  the  flower-cup. 

Chives  : fix  (four  of  them  long,  and  two  fhorter)  they  are 
awl-fhaped,  and  furnifhed  with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  of  an  oblong,  bellying  form,  the 
lhaft  exceeding  fhort,  and  terminated  by  an  entire  headed  fum- 
mit. 

Seed-vessel  : an  oblong,  pointed  pod,  wreathed,  and  ra- 
ther jointed. 

Seeds:  round,  and  very  fmooth. 

It  is  a native  of  Spain,  and  flowers  in  July. 

. The  Julce  of  rhadifh  root,  newly  exprefled,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a little  white  wine,  is  a notable  remedy  for  the  gravel 
fcarce  any  thing  operates  more  fpeedily  by  urine,  or  bringl 
away  fabulous  concretions  more  cffedually.  The  roots  eaten 
p entifully,  fweeten  the  blood  and  juices,  and  are  good  againft 


RAGWORT. 
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RAGWORT. 

Senecio  Jacobea , 19.  2.  / 

Root:  perennial;  it  confifts  of  numerous  long,  thick  fibres, 
connected  to  a fmall  head. 

Stem:  thick,  robuft,  upright,  branched,  cottony,  and 
about  three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : of  an  oblong  form,  and  fo  deeply  cut  and  jagged 
on  the  edges,  as  to  appear  almoft  like  winged  ones. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  large  cluf- 
ters,  they  are  of  a fine  yellow  colour,  and  of  the  compound 
kind. 

Flower-cup:  double;  it  confifis  of-numerous  awl-fhaped 
feales,  with  dead  ends,  they  are  contracted  above,  and  fur- 
rounded  at  the  bafe  by  a few  larger. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  tubular  florets,  fome  of 
which  contain  both  chives  and  pointals,  others  pointals  only, 
thefe  lad  are  generally  of  an  oblong  form,  and  cut  into  three  * 
teeth  at  the  end. 

Chives;  five;  they  are  fliort,  flender,  and  united  by  the 
tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed  bud  is  egg-fhaped,  the  fliaft  thread-lhap- 
ed,  and  terminated  by  two  reflected  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  egg-fhaped,  and  terminated  by  a long  hairy 
feather. 

It  is  frequent  by  road  fides,  and  flowers  in  June. 

A poultice  made  of  the  frefh  leaves,  has  a furprifing  effeCt 
in  removing  pains  of  the  joints,  and  is  faid  to  remove  the  feiati- 
ca,  or  hip  gout,  in  two  or  three  applications,  when  ever  fo 
violent.  The  root  is  of  an  healing,  aftringent  nature,  a de- 
coClion  of  it  is  good  for  inward  wounds  and  bruifes,  but  it  is 
not  fo  much  ufed  as  it  deferves  to  be. 


RASPBERRY. 
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RASPBERRY. 

FRAMBOISE.  HINDBERRY.  RASPIS. 

Root  : perennial,  creeping,  and  furnifhed  with  numerous 
fibres. 

Stem:  upright,  round,  weak,  of  a tender,  but  fomewhat 
woody  fubftance,  prickly,  divided  into  numerous  branches, 
and  five  or  fix  feet  high. 

Leaves  : winged ; they  ftand  on  moderately  long  leaf-ftalks, 
and  each  leaf  confills  of  two  pair  of  lefler  leaves,  and  an  odd 
one,  they  are  indented  about  the  edges,  a little  hairy  on  the 
furface,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  in  cluflers,  they  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  which  is  divided  in- 
to five  oblong  fegments. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  round  ifh  petals  as  long  as  the 
cup,  and  fixed  to  it. 

Chives  : numerous,  fhorter  than  the  petals,  attached  to 
the  cup,  and  terminated  by  roundifh  comprefTed  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-buds  are  likewife  numerous,  and  the 
fhafts  which  proceed  from  their  fides  are  flender,  and  fupport 
iimple  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a moderately  large  berry,  compofed  of  fmall 
granulated  ones,  collected  into  a knob,  which  is  convex  above, 
and  concave  below. 

Seeds  s folitary,  and  of  an  oblong  form. 

It  grows  wild  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  frequently  in 
boggy  places,  and  flowers  in  May  and  J une. 

The  fruit  is  very  grateful  as  nature  prefents  it,  but  made  in- 
to a fweetmeat  with  fugar,  or  fermented  with  wine,  the  flavour 
is  greatly  improved.  It  is  fragrant,  a little  acid,  and  of  a cooling 
nature.  It  diflolves  the  tartareous  concretions  on  the  teeth, 
but  is  inferior  to  ftrawberries  for  that  purpofe.  Withering. 

The  juice  of  the  ripe  fruit  boiled  into  a fyrup,  with  refined 
fugar,  is  pleafant  and  agreeable  to  the  ftomach,  and  prevent* 
ficknefs  and  Teachings. 


RATTLE- 
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RATTLESNAKE.  Root. 

Poly  gala  Senega,  17.  3. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  irregular,  flender,  and  divided  into 
feveral  parts,  on  each  fide  of  which  is  a kind  of  membranous 
appendage,  which  gives  it  a very  Angular  appearance. 

Stems  : numerous.  Ample,  round,  weak,  and  trailing  along 
the  ground. 

Leaves:  placed  in  an  irregular  manner  on  the  (ferns ; they 
are  of  an  oblong  form,  but  pointed,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of 
a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Items  in  a kind  of  loofe  fpike  ; 
they  are  fmall  3nd  white. 

Flower-cup  : compofedof  three  fmall  egg-lhaped  pointed 
leaves,  two  of  which  are  placed  above  the  bloflbm,  and  one 
below  it. 

Blossom  : of  the  butterfly  fliaped  kind  ; the  wings  are  egg- 
fhaped,  large,  and  placed  without  the  other  parts  of  the  blof-- 
fom  ; the  ftandard  tubular  and  fhort,  with  a fmall  reflected 
mouth  ; the  keel  is  concave,  flattened,  and  bellied  towards  the 
top,  near  which  there  is  fixed  an  appendage,  refembling  a 
fmall  pencil. 

Chives  : eight ; they  are  united  at  thebafe,  included  in  the 
keel,  and  furnifhed  with  Ample  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  form,  the  fhaft 
Ample,  upright,  and  terminated  by  a thickilh  cloven  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  inverfely  heart-lhaped  capfule,  divided 
into  two  cells. 

Seeds-,  folitary  and  egg-lhaped. 

It  is  a native  of  North  America,  and  has  not  yet,  to  my 
knowledge,  found  its  way  into  our  gardens. 

We  are  indebted  for  our  knowledge  of  this  plant,  and  its 
virtues,  to  the  Indians,  who  give  it  as  a remedy  for  the  bite  of 
the  rattle-fnake,  againil  the  poifon  of  which  it  is  a fpecific. 
The  powdered  root,  or  the  frelh  one  beaten  into  a poultice,  is 
applied  outwardly  to  the  wound,  and  a ftrong  decodlion  is 
taken  inwardly  at  the  fame  time,  which  prevents  the  bad  con- 
fecjuence  that  would  otherwife  enfue  from  the  bite  of  this  ani- 
mal- 1 he  root  in  powder,  or  a ltrong  decodlion  of  it,  pro- 
motes perlpiration,  and  allifts  expectoration  in  pleurifies,  and 

4 inflam- 
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inflammatory  complaints  of  the  lungs ; in  the  former  ofthefe* 
the  rheumatifm,  the  gout,  and  humoural  afthma,  it  is  pecu- 
liarly ufeful.  The  dofe  of  the  root,  in  fubftance,  is  about  a 
fcruple  three  times  a day.  and  a deco&ion  of  three  ounces  of  the 
root,  in  a fufficient  quantity  of  water  to  drain  off,  a pint  may 
be  taken  to  the  amount  of  three  or  four  large  fpoonfuls,  four  or 
five  times  a day.  Motherly . 


REED. 

Arundo  Pbragmites,  3.  a. 

Root:  perennial,  knotty,  pointed,  and  creeping; 

Stems:  numerous,  round,  hollow,  hard  jointed,  and  fix  or 
eight  feet  high. 

Leaves:  refembling  thofe  of  the  grades ; they  are  long* 
moderately  broad,  pointed,  ribbed,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  large  fpikes,  they  are 
brown  and  chaffy. 

Flower-cup  : a hufk,  compofed  of  two  upright  valves,  one 
of  which  is  fhorter  than  the  other. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  two  oblong  tapering  valves,  with 
foft  tender  hairs  at  the  bottom. 

Chives  : three;  they  are  flender,  and  fupport  forked  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  the  fhaft  hair-like^ 
woolly,  reflefted,  and  terminated  by  fimple  fummits. 

Seed-vEssEl:  wanting;  but  the  bloffom  adheres  to  the 
feed  without  opening,  and  fupplies  its  place. 

Seed  Angle,  oblong,  tapering  toward  each  end,  and  fur- 
nifhed  with  long  feathers  at  the  bafe. 

It  is  very  common  in  rivers,  lakes,  and  ditches,  and  flowers 
in  July. 

The  juice  of  the  frefh  root  excites  the  menftrual  difcharge 
powerfully,  but  not  violently  ; it  likewife  increafes  the  urinary 
difcharge,  and  is  ferviceable  in  ftranguaries  and  the  gravel. 


N*xr. 


Ece 


REST" 
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REST  HARROW. 

CAM  MOCK,  PETTYWHIN,  GROUND  FURZE. 

Ononis  Spinofa,  i 7.  4. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  firm,  and  fo  tough  and  dif- 
ficult to  break,  or  tear  out  of  the  ground,  that  it  oftentimes 
flops  the  hufbandman’s  inflruments;  from  which  circumftance 
it  has  acquired  one  of  its  Englifh  names. 

Stems:  numerous,  tough,  firm,  covered  with  a red  difh  bark, 
and  armed  with  fharp  and  very  flrong  prickles. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  grow  by  threes,  and  have  no  leaf- 
ftalks ; their  form  is  oblong,  they  are  fharply  pointed,  and 
notched  on  the  edges. 

Flowers:  fupported  on  fhort  fruit-ftalks,  which  rife  from 
the  bofoms  of  the  leaves ; they  grow  in  little  bunches,  are 
large,  and  of  a bright  purple  colour. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five 
flrap-fhaped  fegments. 

Blossom  : butterfly-fhaped  ; the  ftandard  is  heart-fhaped  and 
fcored,  with  the  fides  more  deprefTed  than  ufual:  the  wings 
are  egg-fhaped,  and  half  as  long  as  the  ftandard,  and  the  keel 
is  in  general  longer  than  the  wings. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  all  united,  fo  as  to  form  a complete 
undivided  cylindrical  body.  The  tips  are  fimple. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong  and  woolly,  the  fhaft 
fimple,  and  the  fummit  blunt. 

Seed-vessel:  a diamond-fhaped  pod,  or  fhell,  a little 
woolly  on  the  furface. 

Seeds:  but  few ; they  are  moderately  large,  and  kidney 
fhaped. 

It  is  frequent  in  barren  paftures,  and  flowers  in  July. 

A decoction  of  the  root  has  been  recommended  in  cafes  of 
the  ftone  and  jaundice.  Withering. 

It  is  a powerful  diuretic,  the  root  pofleffes  the  principal  vir- 
tues, and  the  bark  of  that  has  more  than  any  other  part.  A 
ftrong  decoftion  of  that,  fweetened  to  the  palate,  and  drank  in 
large  quantities,  is  excellent  again!!  the  gravel,  and  all  nephre- 
tic  complaints,  fattening  the  parts,  and  increafing  the  urinary 
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difcharge.  It  is  likewife  very  effeftual  in  removing  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  liver,  and  other  vifcera,  and  has  been  frequently 
found  ferviceable  in  the  jaundice  and  dropfy. 


RHUBARB.  The  True. 

Rheum  Palmatum,  9-3. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  of  a yellowilh  colour,  and 

furnilhed  with  many  large  fibres. 

Leaves  : fupported  on  long  channelled  leaf-flalks ; they  are 
very  large,  and  deeply  divided  into  feveral  pointed  lobes,  or 
feements,  which  are  elegantly  cut  at  the  edges,  and  of  a fine 
green  colour. 

Stem:  thick,  round,  firm,  upright,  and  eight  or  nine  feet 
high  ; it  divides  into  a few  branches  towards  the  top,  and  is 
decorated  at  the  joints  with  a few  leaves,  refembling  thole  from 
the  root,  but  fmaller. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  and  branches  in  vafl  num- 
bers ; they  are  fmall  and  whitilh. 

Flower-cup;  wanting. 

Blossom  : a fingle  petal,  very  narrow  at  the  bafe,  and  im 
pervious.  The  border  is  divided  into  fix  obtufe  fegments, 
which  are  alternately  fmaller. 

Chives  : nine  ; they  are  {lender,  as  long  as  the  bloflom,  in- 
ferted  into  it,  and  furnilhed  with  blunt  oblong  double  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fhort,  and  rhree-fided.  The 
lhaft  is  very  fhort,  and  terminated  by  three  reflefted  feathery 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seed:  a fingle,  large,  three-fided,  and  pointed  with  mem- 
branous margins. 

The  roots  are  brought  to  us  from  China,  Turkey,  Ruflia, 
and  Siberia  ; but  we  have  now  as  good  rhubarb  plants  grow- 
ing in  our  phyfic  gardens  as  any  that  come  from  abroad.  It 
Bowers  in  June  and  July. 

Rhubarb  is  a mild  purgative,  and  likewife  a mild  aflringent. 
It  ftrengthens  the  inteftines,  and  generally  leaves  the  belly 
coftive  ; for  which  reafon  it  is  frequently  made  ufeof  in  pre- 
ference to  all  other  purgative  fubltances,  in  obltinate  purgings 
and  the  bloody  flux.  It  is  often  given  more  with  a view  to 
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Its  lengthening  than  its  purgative  quality.  That  which  is 

?.b/lghtL°r,h§ht  l"Xture*  Vagrant,  and  found, 

ihould  be  made  choice  of,  as  being  milder  in  its  operation 

more  grateful  to  the  llomach,  and  more  likely  to  anfwer  the 
purpofe  of  an  aftnngenr,  a diuretic,  or  an  alterative.  Ja 
acute  fevers,  when  there  is  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
ufe  of  other  purging  medicines,  rhubarb  is  fafe.  In  the  bloody 
flux,  and  thofe  .oofeneffes  which  are  occafioned  by  acrid  mat- 
ter lodged  in  the  inteftines,  this  root  is  doubly  ufeful  • firft 

&rrnd^ying  0ffthe  0ffendinS  and! 

fecondly  by  ftrengthening  the  parts,  and  preventing  a further 

afflux.  I t hkewife  pofleffles  the  peculiar  excellency  of  evacuat- 
ing vifcid  bde,  when  lodged  in  the  biliary  duds,  or  paflhges  • 
in  which  cafes  it  is  the  bell  among  purging  medicines,  aloes 
excepted,  and  it  is  has  this  advantage  over  them,  that  it  may 
be  given  when  inflammation  is  attendant,  providing  bleeding 
is  firft  premned.  There  is  a fpirituous,  and  a vinous  tinfture 
of  it  kept  m the  (hops,  intended  either  as  ftrengtheners  or  pur- 
gatives ; for  the  firft  of  thefe  purpofes,  two  or  three  fpoonfuh 
is  a fu.ficient  dofe  at  a time,  but  for  the  latter,  two  or  three 
ounces  js  frequently  neceflary. 


RHAPONTIC;  or  Bastard  Rhubarb. 

Rheum  Rhaponticum,  9.3. 

Root  : perennial,  large,  thick,  divided,  and  hung  with 
many  large  fibres. 

Leaves  ; large,  and  very  broad  ; they  Hand  on  Ihort  fur- 
rowed leaf- ftalks,  and  are  of  a roundifli  figure,  about  a foot 
and  a half  long,  and  nearly  as  broad,  fmooth  on  the  furface, 
entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Stem  : round,  fcored  on  the  furface,  about  an  inch  thick, 
fometimes  hollow,  very  upright,  a little  branched,  and  two  or 
three  feet  high. . 

Flowers;  terminating  the  flem  and  branches  in  large 
cuiters;  they  are  white,  and  refemble  thofe  of  the  true  rhu- 
barb fo  nearly,  as  to  render  a particular  defeription  of  them  in 
this  plape  unneceflary. 

It  is  a native  of  Scythia,  and  is  kept  in  many  of  our  gar- 
dens,  where  it  flowers  about  the  middle  of  fummer. 
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The  root  is  the  part  to  be  made  ufe  of,  and  is  much  of  the 
fame  nature  with  that  of  the  true,  only  it  is  lefs  purgative  and 
more  adringent  than  that;  if  it  is  wanted  to  purge,  the  dofe 
mud  be  two. or  three  drams,  but  though  it  is  weaker  in  this 
re/peil,  it  is  a much  better  domachic  than  the  true  rhubarb. 


RICE. 


Oryza  Sativa , 6.  3. 

Root  : annual  apd  fibrous.  - 

Stem  : round,  hollow,  jointed,  upright,  and  three  or  four 
feet  high. 

Leaves:  gra/Ty ; they  are  longer  and  broader  than  any  of 
our  kinds  of  grain,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  clufters,  or  bunches; 
they  are  fmail  and  inconfiderable. 

Flower-cup  : a hulk,  compofed  of  two  very  fmail  pointed 
valves. 

Blossom  - formed  of  two  boat-lhaped,  concave,  compre/Ted 
valves,  one  of  which  is  larger  and  four  cornered,  and  there  is  a 
honey-cup  of  two  fmail  leaves  at  the  fide  of  the  feed-bud. 

Chives  : fix;  they  are  /lender,  as  long  as  the  hloifom,  and 
fupport  tips  which  are  cloven  at  the  bafe. 

Pointal  : the  feed- bud  is  lhaped  like  a top,  and  is  furnifhed 
with  two  hair-like  refieded  /hafts,  terminated  by  club-topped 
feathery  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting;  but  the  blo/Tom  adheres  to  the  feed, 
and  fupplies  its  place. 

Seeds:  folitary,  large,  oblong,  comprefled,  and  marked 
with  two  /hallow  furroWs  on  each  fide. 

It  is  common  in  the  Ball:,  and  is  there  cultivated  for  the  fake 
of  its  feed,  or  grain,  which  is  the  chief  fupport  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  parts. 

We  eat  rice  more  as  a food  than  as  a medicine;  but  it  has  a 
claim  to  our  attention  on  the  latter,  as  well  as  the  former  ac- 
count. It  is  excellent  for  thofe  that  are  troubled  with  habitual 
loofenefies,  alfo  in  the  bloody  flux,  and  other  diforders  of  a 
fimilar  nature.  It  may  be  eaten  any  way  that  is  moll  agree- 
able to  the  patient,  only  the  ufe  of  it  mull  be  continued  for  a 
' .con/iderable  time,  and  then  it  will  do  more  than  mod  medi- 
cines. 1 he  rice  milk  is  an  agreeable  and  excellent  preparation 
of  it  for  mod  cafes. 


ROSE. 
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R O S E.  The  damask.. 

Rofa  Gallic  a,  12.  5. 

Root  : perennial,  woody,  and  creeping. 

Stem:  Ihrubby,  round,  weak,  prickly,  branched,  and  five 
or  fix  feet  high. 

Leaves:  winged;  they  confift  of  two  or  three  pair  of  little 
leaves,  with  an  odd  one  at  the  end,  they  are  broad,  hairy, 
notched  at  the  edg^,  and  of  a whitifh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  numerous;  they  are  large,  and  of  a very  beau- 
tiful pale  red  colour,  and  extremely  fragrant. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  feveral  leaves,  forming  a bellied 
tube,  with  a contradled  neck,  and  a border  divided  into  five 
long,  narrow  fegments. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  inverfely  heart-fliaped  petals,  as 
long  as  the  cup,  and  attached  to  the  neck  of  it. 

Chives:  numerous,  flender,  fhort,  attached  to  the  neck  of 
the  cup,  and  furnifhed  with  three  cornered  tips. 

Pointals:  the  feed-buds  are  numerous,  and  fupport  Ihort 
fhafts,  which  are  tightly  furroundcd  by  the  neck  of  the  flower- 
cup.  They  are  inferted  below  into  the  fide  of  the  feed-buds, 
and  fupport  obtufe  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a flefhy  berry,  which  is  pretty  large,  draped, 
fomewhat  like  a top,  and  of  a beautiful  glofly  red  colour 
when  ripe. 

Seeds:  numerous,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  hairy. 

It  is  a native  of  France,  andis  common  in  our  gardens,  where 
it  bloflbms  in  June  and  July. 

Botanifts  deferibe  a vaft  number  of  rofes,  but  this,  and  the 
common  red  rofe,  and  the  dog  rofe,  or  hip,  are  the  only  kinds 
regarded  in  medicine.  1 here  is  a fyrup  made  from  the  flowers 
of  the  damalk  rofe,  by  infufing  them  twenty  four  hours  in  boil- 
ing water,  and  then  after  draining  off  the  liquor,  adding  twice 
its  weight  of  refined  fugar  to  it.  This  fyrup  is  an  excellent 
purge  for  children,  and  there  is  not  a better  medicine  for 
grown  people  of  a coftive  habit,  for  a fmall  quantity  of  it  taken 
every  night  will  keep  the  bowels  foluble,  and  conllantly  open. 
There  is  a conferve  made  of  the  unripe  flowers,  which  has 
nearly  the  fame  properties  as  the  fyrup,  there  is  likewife  a con- 
ferve made  with  the  fruit  of  the  wild  or  dog  rofe,  which  is  very 
pleafant,  and  of  confidcrable  efficacy  for  common  colds  and 
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coughs.  The  flowers  of  the  common  red  rofe  dried,  are  given 
in  infufions,  and  fometimes  in  powder  againft:  overflowings  of 
the  menfes,  fpitting  of  blood,  and  ocher  haemorrhages.  There 
is  likewifean  elegant  tindture  made  from  them  by  pouring  a 
pint  of  boiling  water  on  half  an  ounce  of  the  dried  petals,  and 
adding  fifteen  drops  of  oil  of  vitriol,  and  three  or  four  drams 
of  the  fineftfugar  in  powder,  after  which  they  are  all  to  be  ftir- 
red  together,  and  left  to  cool  leifurely.  This  tindlure  when 
poured  clear  elf,  is  of  a beautiful  red  colour.  It  may  be  taken 
to  the  amount  of  three  or  four  fpoonfuls  twice  or  three  times  a 
day,  for  flrengthening  the  ftomach,  and  preventing  vomiting. 
It  is  likewife  a powerful  and  pleafant  remedy  in  immoderate 
difcharges  of  the  menfes,  and  all  other  fluxes  and  haemorr- 
hages. 


ROSEMARY. 

Rofmarinus , Officinalis , 2.  I. 

Root:  woody,  long,  divided,  and  furnifhed  with  nume- 
rous fibres. 

Stem  : flirubby,  and  covered  with  a rough  brownifh  bark. 
It  is  divided  into  a great  number  of  branches,  and  riles  to  the 
height  of  fix  or  eight  feet. 

Leaves:  very  numerous;  they  are  long,  narrow,  fliarp- 
pointed,  entire  at  the  edges,  of  a firm  fubftance,  very  fra- 
grant, of  a dark  beautiful  green  on  the  upper  fide,  and  a filve- 
ry  grey  beneath. 

Flowers:  fituatcd  in  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves,  near  thd 
extremities  of  the  branches,  they  are  pretty  numerous,  mode- 
rately large,  and  a pale  blue  colour,  variegated  with  white. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a fingle  tubular  leaf,  divided 
into  two  lips,  the  uppermofl:  of  which  is  entire,  but  the  lower 
one  is  divided  into  two  fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a fingle  unequal  petal.  The  tubu- 
lar part  is  longer  than  the  flower-cup,  and  at  the  mouth  it  is 
divided  into  two  lips.  The  upper  lip  is  Ihort,  upright,  clo- 
ven, and  refledled  at  the  fides,  the  under  lip  rcfledled,  and  di- 
vided into  three  fegments,  the  middlemofl  of  which  is  largefl, 
concave,  and  narrow  at  the  bafe. 

Chives:  two;  they  are  awl-fhapcd,  Ample,  longer  than 
the  upper  lip,  and  furnilhed  with  Ample  tips. 
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Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the  fliafc 
is  fimple,  and  the  fummit  acutely  pointed. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four;  they  are  egg-lhaped,  and  contained  in  the 
bottom  of  the  cup. 

j he  flower  of  this  plant  contains  its  greatefl:  virtues,  and 
next  to  them  the  young  tops.  r{  hey  may  be  made  into  a con- 
ferve  with  fugar,  or  a ftrong  infufion  of  them  may  be  drank  in 
the  manner  of  tea;  either  way,  they  are  excellent  for  the  head- 
ach,  giddinefs,  trembling  of  the  limbs,  and  all  other  nervous 
ct i i orders.  They  are  good  alfo  againfl  obftructions  of  the  vifce- 
ra,  and  in  paralytic  diforders.  Hungary  water  is  made  from 
tiie  dowers  by  diltilling  them  with  rectified  fpirit  of  wine. 


R U E. 

Rut  a Graueolens,  io.  x. 

Root  : long,  large,  divided,  and  well  furniflied  with  fibres; 

Stem:  fomewhat  Ihrubby,  it  is  covered  with  a greyifli  bark,  ' 
divided  into  numerous  irregular  branches,  and  rifes  to  the 
height  of  three  or  four  feet. 

Leaves:  numerous,  and  approaching  to  the  doubly  winged 
Find,  they  are  compofed  of  feveral  pair  of  wings  growing 
to  a middle  rib,  and  each  of  thefe  is  made  up  of  four  or  five  pair 
of  fmaller  leaves,  with  an  odd  one  at  the  end,  they  are  of  a 
flelhy  fubftance,  and  a bluifh  green  colour. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  branchesin  large  tufts,  they  are 
fmad,  confidered  fingly,  and  of  a bright  yellow  colour. 

Alower-cup:  a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  fliort  feg- 
ments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  or  five  egg-fliaped,  concave,; 
expanding  petals,  with  narrow  claws,  and  fringed  at  the  edges. 

Chives  : eight  or  ten;  they  are  awl-lhaped  ; as  long  as  the 
blofl'om,  broad  at  the  bafe,  and  terminated  by  Ihort  tips,  plac- 
ed upright. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  hunched,  marked  with  a crofs* 
and  furrounded  at  the  bafe  with  ten  Anall  elevated  points.  The 
lhaft  is  awl-lhaped,  and  the  fummit  liinple. 

Seed-vessel:  a hunched  caplule,  divided  externally  into 
five  lobes,  or  within  into  as  many  cells  - 

Seeds  : numerous,  angular,  and  winged. 
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It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  and  flowers  in 
Auguft. 

The  whole  plant  has  a flrong,  and  rather  difagreeable  fmell ; 
if  the  leaves  are  rubbed  on  the  fkin,  they  inflame  the  part,  and 
fome  people  make  ufe  of  them  in  this  manner  to  cure  the  head- 
ach. 

The  tops  of  the  young  Ihoots  contain  the  greatert  virtues  of 
any  part  of  the  plant.  An  infufion  of  them  may  be  taken  in 
the  manner  of  tea,  or  they  may  be  beaten  into  a conferve  with 
three  times  their  weight  of  fugar,  and  taken  in  that  form.  The 
infufion  is  good  in  feverifh  complaints,  it  raifes  the  fpirits, 
promotes  perfpiration,  and  expels  the  matter  which  occafions 
the  difeafe. 

The  conferve  is  good  again!!  the  head-ach,  nervous  and 
hyfteric  diforders,  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  and  pains  in  the 
bowels.  It  is  likewife  ferviceable  in  fuppreffions  of  the  menfes, 
and  the  diforders  occafioned  thereby,  and,  taken  for  a confi- 
derable  time,  has  been  found  beneficial  to  thofe  troubled  with 
theepilepfy,  or  falling  ficknefs. 

The  exprefled  juice  taken  in  fmall  quantities  is  a remedy  for 
that  troublefome  nervous  complaint;  the  night  mare.  It  is  a 
good  thing  to  fnuff  up  the  nofe  for  fuch  as  are  obliged  to  go 
among  putrid  and  contagious  diforders. 


R U E.  Meadow. 

Thaliclrum  Flavum,  13.  7. 

Root:  perennial;  it  is  compofed  of  almoft  innumerable, 
long,  thick,  and  fpreading  fibres. 

Stem:  firm,  upright,  fcored  on  the  furface,  purplilh  to- 
ward the  bottom,  a little  branched  upwards,  and  about  two 
feet  high. 

Leaves:  large,  and  very  beautiful,  they  are  compofed  of 
numerous  little  leaves,  fupported  on  fliort  feparate  pedicles, 
and  attached  to  the  ribs  of  a large  divided  leaf-ftalk  ; they  are 
notched  on  the  edges,  of  a yellowilh  green  colour  above,  a paler 
green  colour  beneath,  and  ribbed. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  divifions  of  the  Hem  in  conli- 
derable  numbers,  they  are  fmall  and  whitilh. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  concave,  circular  petals, 

which  fall  off  almolt  as  foon  as  they  expand. 

N°  XII,  Fff  Chives 
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Chives:  about  twenty  four  in  each  flower,  they  are  broadt'ft 
at  the  top,  comprefled,  longer  than  the  bloflom,  and  termi- 
nated by  oblong  tips. 

Pointals  : the  feed-buds  are  from  ten  to  fixteen  in  num- 
ber in  each  flower,  they  are  roundifh,  and  frequently  ftand 
on  fhort  pedicles,  the  fhafts  are  wanting,  but  the  feed-buds  are 
crowned  with  thick  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  numerous;  they  are  egg-fliaped,  and  furrowed  on 
the  furface. 

It  is  common  in  moift  meadows,  and  flowers  in  June. 

A poultice  made  of  the  leaves  has  been  known  to  give  eafe 
in  the  fciatica.  Withering. 

The  country  people  in  Buckinghamfhire  boil  the  roots  and 
young  leaves  in  ale,  and  take  it  as  a purge.  In  fmaller  dofes 
it  works  by  urine,  and  removes  obftru&ions  of  the  vifcera. 
Bill. 


RUPTUREWORT. 

Herniaria  Glabra,  5.3. 

Root  : annual,  long,  flender,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  trailing,  roundifh,  branched,  and  about  fix  inches 
long. 

Leaves:  fmall,  of  an  oblong  figure,  entire  at  the  edges, 
and  of  a yellowifh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  very  numerous,  they  Hand  at  the  joints  of  the 
ftem,  are  fmall,  and  of  a greenifh  colour. 

Flower-cut  : afingle  leaf,  divided  into  five fharp-pointed, 
expanding  fegments,  coloured  within  fide,  and  permanent. 

B los  som  : wanting. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  fmall,  placed  oppofite 
to  the  fegments  of  the  cup,  and  furnifhed  with  Ample  tips. 
There  are  likewife  in  each  flower,  four  other  fubftances,  re- 
fembling  chives,  but  they  have  no  tips,  and  are  placed  alter- 
nately with  the  fegments  of  the  cup. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is egg-lhaped,  the  fliaft  very  fhort, 
and  terminated  by  two  tapering  fummits,  equal  to  the  (haft 
in  length. 


Seed- 
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Seed-vessel  : a fmall  capfule,  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the 

cup,  and  covered  by  it. 

Seeds  : folitary,  egg-lhaped,  and  polilhed. 

It  is  a common  plant  on  our  fea-coafts,  and  flowers  in 

July*  . 

The  whole  plant  has  a faltilh  tafle,  and  is  fomewhat  aftrin- 
gent,  but  it  increafes  the  urinary  oifcharge,  and  the  juic 
dropped  into  the  eyes,  takes  away  fpecks  and  films  from  them. 

Withering. 

The  juice  of  the  herb  applied  externally,  is  much  celebrated 
for  curing  ruptures.  Taken  inwardly  it  operates  by  urine, 
and  is  good  in  the  jaundice  and  gravel. 


SAFFRON. 

Crocus  Sativa , 3.  I. 

Root:  perennial;  it  confifts  of  a fmall  roundilh  bulb,  with 
many  fibres  proceeding  from  the  bottom. 

Leaves:  long,  narrow,  and  grafly,  they  are  of  a dark  green 
colour,  and  marked  all  the  length  with  a whitifh  rib  along 
the  middle. 

Flowers:  large;  they  rife  immediately  from  the  root,  and 
are  of  a fine  blue  purple  colour. 

Flower-cup;  a lheath  of  one  leaf. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  a finglepetal,  with  a very  long  tube, 
the  border  is  upright,  and  divided  into  fix  oblong,  equal  feg- 
ments. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  Ihorter  than  the  feg- 
ments  of  the  bloffom,  and  furnilhed  with  tips  refembling  the 
head  of  an  arrow. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  blolfom, 
and  is  roundilh.  The  lhaft  is  thread-lhaped,  as  long  as  the 
chives,  and  terminated  by  three  fummits  which  are  rolled  up 
in  a fpiral  manner. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh  three  lobed  capfule,  divided  in- 
ternally into  three  cells. 

Seeds:  fevcral ; they  are  fmall  and  roundilh. 

It  is  found  wild  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  produces 
its  flowers  in  Auguft. 

The  fummits  of  the  pointal  carefully  colletted,  and  mode,, 
jrately  dried,  is  the  faffron  of  the  Ihops,  and  that  which  is  col- 
lected in  England,  is  preferred  to  all  other. 
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. !t  ,s  a very  elegant  and  ufeful  aromatic,  of  a ftrong  penetrat- 
ing fmell,  and  a warm,  pungent,  bitterifli  tafte.  It  is  faid  to 
be  more  cordial,  and  exhilarating  than  any  of  the  other  aroma- 
tics, and  is  particularly  ferviceable  in  diforders  of  the  breaft  in 
female  obftrudions,  and  hyfteric  depreffions.  Lewis. 

The  whole  clafs  of  medicinal  fubftances  cannot  afford  a 
greater  cordial  than  faffron.  It  Jikewife  promotes  perlpiration, 
and  removes  obflruftions  of  the  vifcera.  Hill. 


SAFFRON.  Meadow. 

Colchicum  Autumnalis.  6.  3. 

Root:  perennial;  it  is  a large  round  bulb,  with  a duller  of 
numerous  fibres  proceeding  from  the  bafe. 

Leaves:  numerous,  upright,  long,  broad,  and  pointed, 
they  generally  appear  at  a different  time  from  the 

f lowers,  which  rife  immediately  from  the  root,  without 
any  intermediate  fruit- ftalk  or  ftem,  their  own  long  tubular 
bafes  ferving  that  purpofe.  They  are  large,  and  of  an  elegant  - 
pale  purple  colour. 

Flower-cup:  wanting,  or  compofed  of  a few  fcattered  fil- 
my fheaths. 

Blossom:  a jingle  petal,  with  a very  long  angular  tube, 
extending  down  to  the  root.  The  border  is  divided  into  fix 
cgg-fhaped,  pointed,  concave,  upright  fegments. 

Chives  : fix;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  fhorter  than  the  blof- 
fom,  and  furnifhed  with  oblong  tips,  fixed  fideways  to  the 
threads. 

Pointal  : the  feed  bud  is  buried  within  the  root,  divided 
into  three  lobes,  and  fupports  three  flender  fhafts  with  reflefted 
and  channelled  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a three  lobed  capfule,  divided  into  three  cells, 
it  lies  buried  within  the  root  during  the  winter,  but  in  the 
fpring  it  becomes  elevated  above  the  furface  of  the  ground,  on 
a moderately  long  and  thick  fruit-flalk. 

Seeds:  numerous,  roundifh,  and  wrinkled. 

It  is  commonly  found  in  meadows,  and  bloffoms  in  Septem- 
ber. 

Indifcreetly  ufed,  this  root  is  poifonous;  two  drams  of  it 
billed  a large  dog,  after  putting  him  to  great  torment  for 

twelve 
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twelve  or  fourteen  hours ; it  operated  violently  by  vomit,  ftool, 
and  urine.  A Angle  grain  only  being  fwaiiowed  by  a perfon 
in  health,  by  way  of  experiment,  produced  heat  in  the  do- 
mach,  and  fcon  after  flulhing  heats  in  various  parts  of  the  body, 
with  frequent  Ihiverings,  which  were  followed  by  cholicky 
pains,  after  which  an  itching  in  the  loins  and  urinary  paflages 
was  perceived,  and  prefently  after  came  on  a continual  inclina- 
tion to  make  water,  with  a tremour,  pain  in  the  head,  great 
third,  a very  quick  pulfe,  and  other  difagreeable  fymptoms. 

Notwithdanding  thefe  effe&s,  it  is,  when  properly  prepared, 
a fafe,  but  powerful  medicine,  the  bed  way  of  doing  this  is  to 
make  it  into  a kind  of  fyrup  by  digeding  an  ounce  of  the 
frefh  roots,  fliced  thin  in  a pint  of  white  wine  vinegar,  over  a 
gentle  fire,  for  the  fpace  of  forty  eight  hours,  and  then  mixing 
two  pounds  of  honey  with  the  drained  liquor,  and  letting  it 
boil  gently  afterwards  till  it  comes  to  a proper  confidence. 

This  fyrup  is  agreeably  acid,  gently  vellicates  or  bites  the 
tongue,  is  modeTately  adringent,  and  excellent  for  cleanfing 
the  tongue  from  mucus.  In  an  increafed  dofe,  it  vomits,  and 
fometimes  purges,  but  its  mod  common  operation  is  by  urine, 
for  which  it  is  a remarkably  powerful  medicine.  The  dofe  at 
fird  fhould  be  but  fmall,  half  a tea-fpoonful  twice  o:  three 
times  a day  is  enough  to  begin  with,  and  the  quantity  may 
afterwards  be  gradually  increafed,  as  the  domach  will  bear  it, 
or  the  cafe  may  require.  It  has  been  given  with  the  mod 
adonilhing  fuccefs  in  dropfies,  and  tertian  agues,  and  it  fre- 
quently fucceeds  as  an  expe&orant  when  all  other  means  fail. 


SAFFRON.  Bastard,  Safflower. 

Carthamus  Tintfora,  19.  5. 

Root:  long,  flender,  whitifli,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  ereft,  a little  branched  towards  the  top,  and 
two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  oblong,  pointed,  prickly  on  the  edges,  without 
leaf-dalks,  placed  irregularly  on  the  dem,  and  of  a lively  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  dem  and  branches  in  large  fcaly 
heads,  they  are  of  the  compound  kind,  and  their  colour  is  a 
beautiful  orange. 


Flower- 
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Flower-cup  : compofedof  numerous  fcales,  narrow  below, 
broader  at  the  top,  and  furniflied  with  a fmall  leafy  ap- 
pendage. 

Blossom  s compofed  of  numerous  tubular  florets,  divided 
at  the  mouth  into  five  teeth,  and  all  of  them  furnilhed  with 
chives  and  pointals. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  lhort,  flender,  and  united  by  the 
tips  into  a hollow  cylindric  body. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  very  fhort,  the  (haft  flender,  and 
longer  than  the  chives,  with  a Ample  fummit. 

Seed-vessel*,  wanting. 

Seeds;  folitary,  large,  and  almoft  naked. 

It  is  not  a native  of  England,  but  is  cultivated  in  many 
places  for  the  dyer’s  ufe,  and  flowers  in  Auguft. 

The  feeds  have  an  unftious  fweetilh  tafte;  given  in  fubftance 
to  the  amount  of  a dram  and  a half,  or  two  drams,  they  are  gent- 
ly purgative,  but  they  are  apt  to  occafion  ficknefs,  and  flatu- 
lencies, for  which  reafon  they  are  feldom  made  ufe  of.  Lewis. 

An  infufion  of  it  operates  both  upwards  and  downwards,  but 
not  violently,  and  is  good  againft  rheumatic  complaints  and 
thejaundice. 


S A G E.  The  Garden, 

Salvia  Officinalis,  2. 1. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  and  hung  with  innumerable 
fibres. 

Stem:  fomewhat  flirubby  ; it  is  fquare,  of  a firm  fubftance, 
divided  into  numerous  branches,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  numerous,  oblong,  rough  on  the  furface,  notched 
finely  on  the  edges,  fupported  on  long  leaf-ftalks,  of  a reddilh 
colour,  and  a ftrong  but  very  agreeable  fmejl. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  long  fpil^es,  they  are 
moderately  large,  and  of  a fine  blue  colour. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  tubular  fcored  leaf,  which  gra- 
dually enlarges  upward,  and  is  divided  at  the  mouth  into 
two  lips,  the  loweft  of  which  is  marked  with  two  (harp  teeth. 

Blossom:  a Angle,  unequal  petal.  The  tubular  part  of 
which  enlarges  upwards,  and  is  comprefled.  It  is  divided  alfo 
into  two  lips,  the  uppermoft  of  which  is  concave,  bent  and 

notched 
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notched  at  the  end,  the  other  broad,  and  cleft  into  three  lobes, 
the  middlemoft  of  which  islargeft,  roundifh,  and  notched  at  the 
end. 

Chives  : two;  they  are  fhort,  and  have  two  others  affixed 
to  them  about  the  middle,  which  are  furnifhed  with  a glandu- 
lar fubltance  at  their  lower  extremity,  the  tips  are  large,  and 
feated  on  the  fuperior  part  of  the  forked  chive. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the 
fhaft  is  flender,  very  long,  and  terminated  by  a cloven  fum- 
mit. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four  after  each  flower;  they  are  of  a roundifh  figure, 
and  lie  naked  in  the  bottom  of  the  cup. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  and  flowers  in 
our  gardens  in  July. 

A ftrong  infufion,  or  tea  made  of  the  leaves,  is  good  for  difor- 
ders  of  the  head  and  nerves,  and  if  drank  plentifully  it  pro- 
motes fweat,  and  is  ferviceable  infeverifli  complaints. 

The  Italians  eat  it  as  a prefervative  of  health,  and  many  of 
our  people  follow  their  example,  eating  it  with  bread  and  but- 
ter, than  which  there  is  no  better  way  of  taking  it.  Hill. 

The  exprefled  juice  taken  in  fmall  dofes  increafes  the  urinary 
difeharge,  and  promotes  the  menilrual  one,  when  fup- 
prefled. 


S A G E.  Wood. 

Teucrium  Scordonia,  14.  I. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  divided,  fpreading,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : four  cornered,  upright,  branched  (the  branches 
growing  oppofite)  and  two  feet  high. 

Leaves  : placed  in  pairs  on  fhort  leaf-fialks,  they  are  heart- 
fhaped,  obtufely  pointed,  wrinkled  on  the  furface,  notched  on 
the  edges,  and  of  a dull  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  long  fpikes,  they  all 
point  one  way,  are  fmall,  and  of  a pale  yellowifh,  or  white 
colour. 

Flower-cup  : a Angle  leaf,  divided. into  five fhort  fegments, 
which  are  hunched  at  the  bafe,  fharp  pointed,  and  nearly 
equal. 
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Blossom:  a Tingle  petal  of  the  gaping  kind,  with  a fliort 
tube,  which  ends  in  a crooked  mouth.  The  upper  lip  aands 
ereft,  and  is  deeply  divided.  The  lower  lip  is  coven  into  three 
lobes,  the  two  outermofl  of  which  refemble  the  upper  lip  in 
form,  but  the  middlemofl  is  large  and  roundifh. 

Chives  : four  (two  fhort  and  two  larger)  they  are  awl-fhap- 
ed,  and  fuppert  fimple  tips. 

Poi  nt  al  : the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the  fhafe 
is  thread- fhaped,  and  terminated  by  two  flender  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  four  after  each  flower;  they  are  of  a roundifh  figure, 
and  lie  at  the  bottom  of  the  cup,  without  any  other  covering 
than  what  it  affords  them. 

It  is  common  in  woods  and  hedges,  and  flowers  in  July. 

The  people  in  the  ifland  of  Jerfy,  are  faid  to  make  ufe  ofitin 
brewing,  initead  of  hops.  It  poflefles  their  bitternefs,  and  a 
good  deal  of  their  flavour,  but  gives  the  liquor  too  high  a colour. 

Withering. 

Aninfufion  of  it  operates  powerfully  by  fweat  and  urine,  and 
removes  female  ubllrudions.  The  exprefled  juice  drank  for  a 
confiderable  time  is  excellent  againll  rheumatic  pains,  and  was 
formerly  celebrated  againll  venereal  complaints,  but  fince  the 
introdudion  of  mercury  into  pradice,  its  ufe  has  been  fet 
alide. 


SAMPHIRE. 


Crithmum  Maritimum , 5.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  thick,  of  a flefhy  fubftance,  and  a 
warm  aromatic  talle. 

Stem:  round,  thick,  fcored  on  the  furfacc,  trailing,  and 
two  feet  long. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  are  large,  but  divided  into 
many  fmall,  thick,  flefhy,  pointed  fegments,  and  are  of  a 
pale  green  colour,  and  faltifh,  but  not  difagreeable  to  the 
tafle. 

Flowers:  fmall  and  yellow ; they  are colleded  into  rundles, 
each  of  which  has  a general  fence  at  its  bafe,  compofed  of  feve- 
ral  blunt  refleded  leaves. 

Flower-cup:  very  minute. 

Blossom;  compofed  of  five  fmall,  cgg-fliaped  petals,  bent 
inwards. 


Chives  : 
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Chives:  five;  they  are  fimple,  larger  than  the  petals,  and 
furnilhed  with  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  blofTom, 
and  fupports  two  refledled  lhafts,  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two;  they  are  oval,  flat,  and fcored  on  one  fide. 

It  is  found  about  the  fea-coafts,  and  flowers  in  Auguft. 

The  leaves  make  an  excellent  and  very  agreeable  pickle. 
The  juice  of  them  operates  very  powerfully  by  urine,  and  is 
good  againfl  the  gravel.  Hone,  fuppreffions  of  the  menfes,  and 
the  jaundice.  Hill. 


/ 


S A N I C L E. 

Sanicula , Europea , 5.  2. 

Root:  perennial,  black,  fibrous,  and  of  a hot  biting  tafte. 

Stem:  round,  fcored,  firm,  upright,  a little  branched,  and 
about  a foot  high. 

. Leaves:  fmall,  of  a roundifh  form,  divided  into  five  lobes 
or  principal  parts,  and  notched  on  the  edges. 

Flowers  : collefted  into  rundles  which  are  furnilhed  with  a 
general  fence,  which  furrouhds  the  rundle  half  way  at  the  bafe. 

Flower-cup:  very  fmall. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  fmall  petals,  which  bend  in- 
wards, fo  as  to  clofe  the  flower. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  fimple,  upright,  as  long  again  as 
the  petals,  and  furnilhed  with  fimple  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  placed  beneath  the  flower,  and 
is  covered  with  ftiff  hairs.  It  fupports  two  awl-lhaped  lhafts, 
which  are  reflected,  and  terminated  by  lharp  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : two;  they  are  convex  and  prickly  on  the  one  fide, 
but  flat  and  fmooth  on  the  other. 

It  is  found  in  woods,  and  flowers  in  July. 

1 he  root  is  of  an  allringent  nature,  and  good  againfl  purg- 
ings or  inward  bleedings. 

A ftrong  decoftion  of  the  leaves  is  good  againfl  the  bleeding 
of  the  piles,  and  checks  the  menftrual  difchargc,  when  it  is 
immoderate,  or  continues  too  long. 

• Ggg 
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SARSAPARILLA. 

Smilax,  Sarfaparilla,  22.  6. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  {lender,  creeping,  fibrous,  brown 
on  the  outfide,  and  white  within. 

Stem:  fomewhat  (hrubby,  weak,  angular,  prickly,  fcored, 
branched,  and  eight  or  ten  feet  long. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  Ihortifli  leaf-ftalks;  they  are  large, 
of  an  oval  figure,  very  entire  on  the  edges,  fmooth  andlhining 
on  the  furface,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  feparate  plants ; they  are 
fmall,  and  of  a yellowifh  colour. 

Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  formed  of  fix  oblong, 
refleded  leaves. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  fimple,  and  terminated  by  oblong 
tips. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 

Blossom  : and 

Ch  ives  : wanting. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fliaped,  and  furnilhed  with 
three  very  fmall  lhafts  fupporting  oblong,  refleded,  woolly 
fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifli  berry,  divided  into  three  cells. 

Sheds:  two  in  each  cell,  of  a roundifli  form. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  America,  and  from 
thence  our  druggilts  are  fupplied  with  the  roots. 

Thefe  were  firft  brought  into  Europe  by  the  Spaniards, 
about  the  year  1563,  with  the  charader  of  being  a fpecific  for 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  had  made  its  appearance 
in  this  quarter  of  the  globe  but  a little  before  that  time,  but  it 
was  foon  found  that  whatever  efted  it  might  have  in  the  warm- 
er climate  of  which  it  is  a native,  it  was  not,  of  itfelf,  fufficient 
in  this.  It  appears  however,  from  numerous  inftances,  that 
though  greatly  inferior  to  the  charader  firft  given,  it  is  far 
from  being  ufelefs.  Strong  decodions  of  it  drank  plentifully, 
and  duly  continued,  are  of  great  fervice  for  promoting  perfpi- 
ration,  and  what  is  called  fweetening  the  blood  and  juices. 
In  the  medical  obfervations  publiftied  by  a fociety  of  phyfici- 
ans  in  London,  there  are  many  inftances  of  its  efficacy  in  vene- 
real 
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real  cafes,  in  fome  of  which  it  fucceeded,  when  long  continued 
courfes  of  mercury,  and  decoftionsof  guiacum  had  failed.  Lewis, 
Infants  who  have  received  the  infe&ion  from  their  nurfes, 
though  covered  with  puftules  and  ulcers,  may  be  cured  by  tho 
ufe  of  this  root,  without  the  help  of  mercurials,  and  the  belt 
way  of  giving  it  to  fuch  is  to  mix  the  powdered  root  with  their 
food,  Harris. 


SASSAFRAS.  Tree. 

Laurus  Sajfafras , 9.  I. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem  : tree-like,  covered  with  a roughilh  brown  bark, naked 
till  it  comes  near  the  top,  and  then  divided  into  numerous 
crooked  branches,  which  grow  near  together,  and  fpread  in  an 
irregular  manner. 

Leaves  : of  two  kinds,  thofe  on  the  lower  parts  of  the 
branches  are  frequently  fimple,  while  thofe  at  the  extremities 
are  divided  into  three  lobes,  they  are  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers  : produced  in  fmall  bunches  or  clutters  from  the 
fides  of  the  branches;  they  Hand  on  long  fruit-Iialks,  and  are 
fmall  and  yellowith. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  fix  egg-lhaped,  pointed,  concave, 
upright  petals. 

Chives:  nine;  they  are  (hotter  than  the  blofibm,  com- 
prefled,  and  difpofed  in  three  rows.  The  tips  are  connect- 
gd  above  on  both  fides  to  the  edges  of  the  chives. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  nearly  egg-diaped,  the  (haft  fim- 
ple, and  terminated  by  an  obtufe,  oblique  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oval,  pointed  fruit,  refembling  a berry. 

Seed:  an  egg-(haped,  pointed  nut  or  (tone,  containing  a 
kernel  of  the  fame  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  America,  and  is  to  be  met  with  in  fome  of 
our  gardens. 

The  wood  and  bark  is  ufed,  and  the  latter,  when  it  can  be 
procured,  is  much  the  ftrongeft,  An  infuiion  of  it  drank  in 
the  manner  of  tea  is  good  againft  fcorbutic  complaints,  and  all 
other  impurities  and  foulnefTes  of  the  blood.  It  is  alfo  much 
iffed  as  an  ingredient  in  diet  drinks  againd  the  venereal  difeafe. 
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Juniperus  Sabina,  22.  13. 

Root:  woody. 

Stem;  fhrubby,  divided  into  numerous  branches,  which 
ipread  horizontally;  it  is  covered  with  a reddifh  brown  bark, 
and  feldom  exceeds  two  feet  in  height. 

Leaves:  numerous,  fmall,  prickly,  and  of  a dark  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  feparate  plants,  they  are 
fmall  and  inconfiderable. 

Flower,  c u p : of  the  barren  flower,,  a conical  catkin. 

Blossom:  wanting. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  united  at  the 
bafe  in  fome  of  the  flowers,  in  others  they  are  fcarcely  percep- 
tible, the  tips  likewife  in  fome  flowers  are  diftinft,  while  in 
others  they  are  united  to  the  fcale  of  the  catkin. 

. Flower. cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  fmall,  and  divided 
into  three  parts. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  three  rigid  pointed  petals. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fltuated  beneath  the  bloflom, 
and  fupports  three  flender  fhafts,  terminated  by  Ample  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a round  flelhy  berry  of  a blackilh  colour 
when  ripe. 

Seeds:  three;  they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  convex  on  the 
one  fide,  and  angular  on  the  other. 

It  is  not  a native  plant  with  us,  but  we  have  it  common  in 
our  gardens. 

A ftrong  infuflon  of  the  leaves  and  young  tops  powerfully 
promotes  the  menfes,  and  if  given  to  women  with  child,  caufes 
abortion.  Country  people  give  the  juice  mixed  with  milk  to 
their  children  in  order  to  deftroy  the  worms,  it  generally  ope- 
rates by  ftool,  and  brings  them  away  with  it.  The  leaves  cut 
fmall,  and  given  to  horfes  mingled  with  their  corn,  deftroys 
thofe  troublefome  vermin  called  the  bots. 
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SAXIFRAGE.  White. 

Saxifraga  Granulata , 10.  2. 

Roots  perennial;  it  confifts  of  a great  number  of  fmall 
roundifh,  flefhy  grains,  or  tubercles,  and  a vail  quantity  of 
fibres  growing  from  different  parts  of  them. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  rife  from  the  roots  in  little  cluf- 
ters,  and  (land  on  (hort  leaf-flalks;  they  are  of  a roundifh  fi- 
gure, with  a heart-like  dent  at  the  bafe,  where  the  flalk  is  in- 
ferred, of  a flefhy  fubflance,  a little  notched  at  the  edges,  and 
of  a pale  green  colour. 

Stem  : round,  flefhy,  ereft,  and  about  a foot  high;  it  isde- 
corated  with  a few  leaves,  which  grow  alternately  upon  it,  and 
are  of  the  fame  form  with  thofe  from  the  root. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  moderate  numbers  ; they 
are  large,  and  perfectly  white. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  leaf,  cut  into  five  fhort 
lharp-pointed  teeth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  expanding  petals,  which  are 
narrow  at  the  bafe. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  and  have  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  but  tapering,  and  ends 
jn  two  fhort  fhafrs  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-fhaped  capfule,  with  two  beaks,  or 
points. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  very  fmall. 

It  grows  in  meadows  and  paflures  that  are  rather  dampifh, 
and  flowers  in  May. 

This  little  plant  is  an  excellent  diuretic  ; an  infuflon  of  the 
whole  plant  operates  powerfully  and  fafely  by  urine,  and  clears 
the  paffages  from  gravel.  The  dried  roots  were  ufed  to  be  kept 
by  the  druggifts  under  the  title  of  faxifrage  feeds,  but  they  are 
jiot  half  fo  efficacious  as  when  frcfli  taken  out  of  the  ground. 
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S A X I f RAG  E.  Burnet. 

Pimpinella  Magna,  5.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  llender,  and  furnifhed  with  only  a 
few  fibres.  The 

Leaves  : which  proceed  immediately  from  it,  are  large,  and 
of  the  winged  kind,  each  entire  leaf  being  compofed  of  three  or 
four  pair  of  letter  leaves,  with  an  odd  one  at  the  end,  the  form 
of  them  is  roundifh  ; they  are  notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a 
fine  green  colour. 

Stem  : robuft,  upright,  fcored  on  the  furface,  branched,  and 
two  or  three  feet  high  ; the  leaves,  which  grow  on  it,  are  to- 
wards the  bottom  divided  into  five  or  fix  narrow  fegments,  but 
towards  the  top  they  grow  fmaller,  and  are  almoft  entire. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  rundles; 
they  are  fmall  and  white,  and  there  is  no  fence  at  the  bafe  of 
the  rundles. 

Flower-cup  : fo  fmall  as  to  be  hardly  difcerned. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall,  heart-fhaped,  blunt,  un-  ' 
equal  petals,  bent  inwards  at  the  end. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  fhort,  very  flender,  as  long  as  the 
petals,  and  terminated  by  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  placed  beneath  the  bloffom,  and 
ends  in  two  very  fmall  fhafts,  with  roundifh  fummits. 
Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds;  two  after  each  flower;  they  are  of  an  oblong  form, 
convex,  and  fcored  on  the  one  fide,  but  flat  and  fmoothon  the 
other. 

It  is  found  growing  in  woods  and  hedges  in  feveral  places, 
and  flowers  in  Auguftand  September. 

The  root  is  very  acrid,  burning  the  mouth  like  pepper.  Its 
acrimony  hath  caufed  it  to  be  daily  ufed  to  cure  the  tooth-ach, 
and  to  cleanfe  the  fkin  from  freckles ; chewed  in  the  mouth  it 
excites  a difeharge  of  watery  humours  from  the  falival  glands, 
and  is  a good  ingredient  in  gargles  intended  to  diflblve  tough 
mucus  in  the  throat.  In  Germany  it  is  much  ufed  in  atthma- 
tical  and  dropfical  complaints.  Withering. 

The  feeds  are  carminative ; they  difperfe  wind  in  the  fto- 
mach,  and  are  good  in  cholics  ; the  roots  are  powerfully  diu- 
retic, and  may  be  given  with  advantage  in  diforders  arifing 

from 
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from  obftru&ions  in  any  of  the  vifcera.  The  roots  are  beft 
taken  in  a llrong  infufion,  and  the  feeds  when  reduced  to  pow« 
der ; fix  or  feven  grains  of  the  latter  is  a fufficient  dofe. 


SCABIOUS. 

Scabiofa  Arvenfis , 4.  1. 

Root  : perennial ; it  is  compofed  of  many  fmall  fibres,  con- 
ne&ed  by  the  upper  extremities  to  a fmall  head.  The  firft 

Leaves:  are  of  an  oblong  form,  broad,  a little  jagged  at  the 
edges,  hairy,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Stem:  not  very  robuft,  round,  hairy,  upright,  a little  branch- 
ed, fpotted  with  purple  towards  the  bottom,  and  two  feet  high  ; 
the  leaves  on  it  are  deeply  cut  and  jagged,  fo  as  frequently  to 
appear  winged. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Hem  and  branches  in  great  num- 
bers; they  are  large,  blue,  and  very  muchrefemble  the  com- 
pound flowers  in  their  external  appearance. 

Flower-cup  : three  fold  ; the outermoftis  common  to  fe- 
veral  florets,  and  confifts  of  feveral  fmall  pointed  fprqading 
leaves,  befides  them  each  individual  floret  has  a double  pro- 
per cup,  the  outer  part  of  which  is  of  a membranous  fubrtance 
and  plaited ; the  inner  part  is  divided  into  five  awl-lhaped 
fegments. 

Blossoms  compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  are  fmall, 
tubular,  and  divided  at  the  mouth  into  four  or  five  fmall  feg- 
ments. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  awl- fhaped,  limber  or  pliable,  and 
furnilhed  with  oblong  tips,  fixed  fideways. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  placed  beneath  the  bloflom,  and 
rolled  in  a proper  (heath  like  a little  cup  ; the  (haft  is  flender, 
and  as  long  as  the  bloflom,  with  an  obtufe  fummit  obliquely 
notched  at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  oblong,  rolled  in  a cover,  and  varioufly 
crowned  by  the  proper  cups. 

It  is  frequent  in  paftures  and  corn-fields  in  dry  fixations; 
the  flowers  appear  in  July  and  Auguft. 

It  is  bitter,  of  a flightly  aftringent  faponaceous  quality,  and 
excellent  againlt  diforders  of  the  bread,  fitch  as  coughs,  afthm3- 

tic 
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tic  affeftZons,  difficulty  of  breathing,  &c.  for  which  purpofesan 
jnfufion  of  the  leaves  is  the  bed  preparation. 

The  flowers  are  faid  to  be  of  a cordial  fudorific  nature,  and 
good  againft  feveriffi  complaints;  the  juice  applied  externally 
is  good  againft  foulneffes  and  difcolourings  of  the  fkin. 


SCAMMONY. 

Convolvulus  Scammonia,  5.  I. 

Root  : perennial,  large,  long,  thick,  full  of  a milky  juice, 
and  hung  with  numerous  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous;  weak,  and  climbing,  they  lay  hold  of 
hedges,  trees,  or  any  other  fubftance  they  happen  to  meet  with 
and  run  to  the  height  of  eight  or  text  feet. 

Leaves  : difpofed  without  any  regular  order;  they  are  large 
and  ffiaped  like  the  head  of  an  arrow,  ffiarp  pointed,  fupported 
on  longifh  leaf-ftalks,  and  of  a dark  green  colour 

Flowers:  fupported  in  pairs  on  longiffi  leaf-flalks,  they  are 
Jzirge,  and  of  a beautiful  purple  colour, 

in°fegmentsCUP  = int0  five  fmall  egg-ffiaped,  converg- 

Blossom:  a Tingle  bell-ffiaped  petal,  large,  plaited,  and 
divided  in  an  obfeure  manner  into  five  lobes. 

five;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  about  half  the  length 
of  the  bloflom,  and  terminated  by  ccmprefled  egg-ffiaped  tips. 

1 ointal  : the  feed-bud  isroundifli,  the ffiaft  thread- ffiaped 
as  long  as  the  chive:,  and  furnilhed  with  two  oblong,  broad- 
iffi  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundiffi  capfule,  involved  in  the  flower- 
cup,  and  divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds  : two;  they  are  fmall,  and  of  a roundifii  figure. 

. \s  a natlve  of  Syria,  and  other  eaftern  parts,  and  flowers 
in  July. 

. The  drug  called  fcammony  by  the  druggifts,  is  the  concreted 
juice  of  the  root  of  this  plant,  it  is  a rough  and  powerful,  but 
a very  ufefui  purgative,  of  great  fervicein  rheumatic  and  other 
chronical  difor.ders,  for  it  will  reach  the  feat  of  many  difeafes 
that  a common  purge  does  not  affeft.  It  is  however  feldom 
given  affine,  and  ffiould  never  be  adminiftered  to  thofeof  irri- 
tu  e a its,  or  in  inflammatory  complaints,  though  even  then, 
u is  no  more  hurtful  or  dangerous  than  other  ftrong  cathatics. 
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SCURVY  GRASS.  Scrooby  Grass. 

Cochlearia  Officinalis,  15.  2. 

Root  : annual  and  fibrous.  Thefirfl 

Leaves  are  pretty  numerous,  they  rife  in  a large  duller,  and 
Hand  on  long  thickilh  leaf-ftalks,  their  form  is  roundilh,  their 
fubftance  tender,  and  very  juicy,  their  colour  is  a light  green, 
and  they  are  flightly  notched  round  the  edges. 

Stems:  angular,  weak,  branched,  and  eight  or  ten  inches 
long,  the  leaves  on  them  are  very  different  from  thofe  defcribed 
above,  being  of  an  oblong  form,  narrow  pointed,  and  a little 
toothed  or  notched. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftemin  great  numbers;  they  are 
fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  four  egg-fhaped,  concave,  decidu- 
ous leaves. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  four  inverfely  egg-lhaped  petals,  as 
large  again  as  the  leaves  of  the  cup,  with  narrow  claws. 

Chives  : fix  (four  long,  and  two  fhort)  they  are  awl-fhaped, 
and  fupport  obtufe  compreffed  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  heart-fhaped,  the  fhaft  fimple, 
very  fhort,  and  terminated  by  a blunt  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a heart-fhaped,  compreffed  pouch,  flightly 
notched  at  the  end,  and  furnilhed  with  the  remains  of  the 
fhaft.  It  is  divided  into  two  cells,  which  contain  about 
four 

Seeds  in  each,  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  is  common  on  the  fea  fhores,  and  in  many  other  places, 
by  the  fide*  of  little  rills,  down  the  fides  of  mountains,  and 
in  gardens.  It  bloffoms  in  April  and  May. 

This  plant  is  poffeffed  of  a confiderable  degree  of  acrimony, 
its  effedts,  as  an  antifcorbutic,  are  generally  known,  and  it  is 
a powerful  remedy  in  the  moiil  afthma,  and  what  is  called  by 
fome  authors  the  fcorbutic  rheumatifm.  A dillilled  water,  and 
aconferve  are  prepared  from  the  leaves,  and  kept  in  the  (hops, 
and  its  juice  is  frequently  prefcribed,  together  with  that  of 
feville  oranges,  by  the  name  of  antifcorbutic  juices.  Withering. 

The  leaves  bruifed,  and  laid  to  the  face,  or  any  other  part, 
are  recommended  to  take  off  fpots,  freckles,  and  funburns, 
but  thofe  who  have  delicate  complexions,  cannot  bear  the  ap- 
plication without  injuring  them. 
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Pruntlla  vulgaris,  14.  x. 

Root:  perennial;  it  is  compofed  of  many  fmall  fibres,  con- 
nected to  a little  head. 

Stem:  fquare,  brownifh,  and  a little  branched.  In  open 
funny  fixations  it  trails  along  the  ground,  and  feldom  exceeds 
four  or  five  inches  in  length,  but  in  woods  it  grows  upright, 
and  nearly  a foot  high. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  (lender  leaf-ftalks;  they  grow  in 
pairs,  are  broad,  obtufe,  a little  waved  at  the  edges,  a little 
hairy,  and  of  a lively  green  colour. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  a kind  of 
fhort,  thick  fpike,  they  arc  fmall,  ufually  blue,  but  fometimes 
purple,  red,  or  while. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  two  lips,  the  uppermoft  of 
which  is  flat,  broad,  lopped  at  the  end,  and  cut  into  three  very 
fmall  teeth  ; the  other  reflected,  blunt,  divided  into  three  feg-  . 
ments,  of  which  the  middlemoft  is  broadeft,  notched  at  the 
end,  and  jagged  on  the  edges. 

Chives:  four  (two  of  them  a little  longer  than  the  others) 
they  are  awl-lhaped,  forked,  and  furnilhed  with  Ample  tips, 
which  are  fixed  to  the  threads  below  the  top,  and  only  to  one 
fide  of  the  fork. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  divided  into  four  parts,  the  Ihaft 
•h'read-lhaped,  and  the  fummit  notched  at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds:  four  after  each  flower;  they  are  egg-fhaped,  and 
contained  in  the  cup,  which  clofes  and  iupplies  the  place  of  a 
feed-vefiel. 

It  is  found  wild  in  woods,  meadows,  and  paflures,  and  pro- 
duces its  elegant  flowers  in  J uly. 

The  juice  of  felf-heal  is  drying  and  altringent,  and  while 
wound  herbs  were  in  efteem,  this  was  jultly  reckoned  one 
of  the  principal.  Taken  inwardly,  it  is  good  againll  purg- 
ings, with  lharp  bloody  ftools,  checks  overflowings  of  the 
menfes,  and  is  a good  medicine  for  the  piles.  An  infulion  of 
the  dried  herb  fweetened  with  honey,  is  good  for  a fore  throat, 
or  ulcerated  mouth. 
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SENA.  Tree. 

Caff,  a Senn^r,  io.  i. 

Root  : woody,  divided,  and  fpreading. 

Stem  : Ihrubby,  divided  into  a great  number  of  long,  flei> 

der,  and  tough  branches,  and  five  or  fix  feet  high. 

Leaves  : winged;  each  entire  leaf  is  compofed  of  about  fix 
pair  of  fmaller  leaves,  without  an  odd  one  at  the  end,  theie 
are  of  an  oblong  form,  pointed,  and  of  a whitiih  green  colour. 

Flowers  produced  in  longilh  fpikes,  at  the  tops  of  the 
branches,  they  afe  moderately  large,  and  of  a yellow  colour, 

^'flower-cup  : formed  of  five  loofe,  concave,  coloured,  de- 
ciduous leaves.  , 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  roundilh,  concave,  unequal  pe- 

^Chives  * ten  ; the  three  inferior  ones  of  which  are  large, 
and  the  three  fuperior,  Ihorter.  The  three  uppermoft  tips  are 
very  fmall,  the  three  lower  ones  large,  furmihed  with  a kind 
of  beak,  and  gaping  at  the  top,  and  the  other  four  without  a 

bp*oi  KTAL  S the  feed-bud  is  long,  and  fupported  on  a pedicle, 
the  ftiaft  very  (hort,  and  the  fummit  blunt. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong  pod. 

Seeds:  feveral;  they  are  moderately  large  and  roundilh. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft,  and  from  thence  the  druggifts  ase 

fupplied  with  the  dried  leaves. 

Thefe  are  a moderately  ftrong,  and  generally  a fafe  purga- 
tive they  may  be  taken  for  that  purpoie,  wherever  cathartics 
are  neceffary,  either  in  fubfiance  reduced  to  powder,  or  in  a 
Song  infulion,  but  it  will  be  advifeable  to  add  a little  of  feme 
warm  aromatic  fubitance  to  the  dofe,  as  they  are  otherwifeapt 
to  gripe  during  the  operation. 
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SHEPHERD’S  PURSE. 


SHEPHERD’S  POUCH. 


Tblafpi  Burfa  Pafloris,  15.x. 


Root  : biennial,  long,  flender,  white,  and  fibrous. 
Leaves  : thofe  which  proceed  from  the  root  are  numerous 
and  fpread  in  a circular  manner  on  the  ground,  they  are  long* 
narrow,  deeply  divided  in  a winged  manner,  andofadulky 
green  colour. 

Stems:  numerous,  fomewhat  angular,  of  a tough  fubftance, 
divided  into  feveral  upright  branches,  and  from  two  inches,  to 

two  or  three  feet  high,  according  as  they  grow  in  an  impoverilh- 

ed  or  rich  fituation,  the  leaves  which  grow  on  the  Item,  fur- 
round  it  at  the  bafe,  and  are  long  and  narrow,  thofe  toward 
the  bottom  arc  deeply  cut  and  jagged,  but  higher  up  they  are 
almoft  entire. 


Flowers:  terminating  the  item  and  its  divifions  in  great 
numbers,  they  are  fmall  and  whitifh. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  egg-lhaped,  concave  deci- 
duous leaves. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  four  inverfely  egg-fhaped  petals, 
twice  as  large  as  the  leaves  of  the  cup,  with  narrow  claws. 

Chives  : fix;  four  long,  and  two  fhort,  they  are  about  half 
the  length  of  the  bloflom,  and  fupport  tapering  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  circular,  comprefled,  and  notched 
at  the  end.  The  fliaft.fi mple,  and  the  fummit  blunt. 

Seed-vessel  : a comprefled,  inverfely  heart-lhaped  pouch, 
with  a notch  at  the  end,  equal  in  depth  to  the  length  of  the 
fhaft. 

C?  1 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  very  fmall. 


It  is  common  both  in  wafte  and  cultivated  places,  and  flowers 
all  fummer  long. 

This  plant  is  a remarkable  inftance  of  the  truth  of  an  ob- 
fervation  which  there  is  too  frequently  room  to  make,  namely, 
that  Providence  lias  made  the  moll  ufeful  things  moll  common, 
and  fo.  that  reafon  we  negledt  them,  few  plants  pofl'efs  greater 
virtue,  than  this,  and  yet  it  is  utterly  difregarded. 

A dccoflion  of  the  dried  herb  is  a gentle  and  fafe  aflringent, 
and  inferior  to  few  things  agaiuli  habitual  purgings. 
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The  juice  of  the  leaves  is  cooling  and  binding,  two  fpoon- 
fuls  of  that,  with  one  of  red  wine,  taken  frequently  is  an  ex- 
cellent medicine  for  overflowings  of  the  menfes,  fpitting  of 
blood,  or  other  profufe  evacuations  of  that  vital  fluid,  fo  ufefal 
is  this  common  weed,  which  we  every  day  trample  under  foot, 
as  if  it  was  poflefled  of  no  good  qualities.  Hill. 


S L O E.  Tree. 

BLACK  THORN.  SCROG.  SLON  TRE2. 

Prunus  Sfinofa,  12.  1. 

Root  : woody,  divided,  and  foreading. 

Stem:  Ihrubby,  crooked,  and  covered  with  a fmooth  dark 
purple,  or  blackifh  bark.  The  branches  are  numerous,  irregu- 
lar, and  thorny,  and  the  ihrub  rifes  to  the  height  of  fix  or 
eight  feet. 

Leaves  : fcattered,  of  an  oblong,  pointed  form,  fmooth  on 
the  furface,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a fine  darkilh  green  co- 
lour. 

Flowers  : folitary,  largilh,  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : formed  ofafingle,  bell-lhaped  leaf,  divided 
at  the  mouth  into  five  blunt  fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  large,  circular,  concave,  petals, 
attached  to  the  flower-cup  by  their  claws. 

Chives:  between  twenty  and  thirty  in  each  flower ; they 
are  awl-lhaped,  attached  to  the  cup,  and  terminated  by  fliort 
double  tips. 

Poi  ntal  : the  fecd-bud  is  roundilh,  the  Ihaft  thread-fhaped, 
and  the  fummit  circular. 

Seed-vessel:  nearly  round,  of  a pulpy  fubftance,  includ- 
ing a nut  or  done,  which  is  the 

Seed  : and  contains  a kernel  of  an  oblong  form. 

It  is  common  in  hedges,  and  flowers  in  March  or  April. 

An  infufion  of  a handful  of  the  flowers  is  a fafe  and  eafy 
purge,  the  bark  dried,  reduced  to  powder,  and  taken  in  dofes 
of  two  drams,  will  frequently  cure  fome  agues.  Withering. 

The  juice  exprefled  from  the  unripe  fruit  is  a very  good  re- 
medy for  fluxes  of  the  bowels  ,•  it  may  be  reduced  by  a gentle 
boiling  to  a folid  confidence,  in  which  date  it  will  keep  the 

year 
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year  round,  without  lofing  any  of  its  virtues ; the  druggifls 
formerly  kept  this  infpiflated  juice  under  the  title  of  Gtrmcm 
Acacia  f but  now  they  negledl  it. 


SNEEZEWORT. 

GOOSE  TONGUE.  BASTARD  PELLITORY. 

Achillea  ptarmica,  19.1. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  flender,  and  fibrous. 

Stems:  a little  angular,  upright,  woolly,  branched,  and  two 
feet  high. 

Leaves:  upright,  fcattered,  without  leaf-ftalks,  of  a firm 
fubftance,  rough  on  the  furface,  pointed,  notched  at  the  edges, 
and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  of  the  Item  in  confi- 
derable  numbers;  they  are  moderately  large,  white,  and  of  the 
compound  kind. 

Flower-cup  : formed  offeveral  fmall,  egg-fhaped,  pointed 
feales. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  are  tubular 
in  the  center  of  the  flower,  and  furnifhed  with  both  chives 
and  pointals,  but  flat  in  the  circumference,  inverfely  heart- 
fhaped,  and  divided  into  three  fegments,  the  middlemoft  of 
which  is  the  fmalleft. 

Chives,  five;  they  are  flender,  very  fhort,  and  united  by 
the  tips  into  a hollow  cylindric  body. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  fmall,  the  fhaft  thread-fhaped, 
and  terminated  by  a blunt  fummit,  notched  at  the  end,  or  two 
blunt  reflected  ones. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  egg-fhaped,  woolly,  and  deflitute  of  a 
feather. 


Tt  is  common  in  moift  meadows,  and  flowers  in  July  and  Au- 

The  roots  have  a biting  acrid  tafte,  and  fo  likevvife  have  the 
young  leaves,  thefe  powdered,  and  fnuffed  up  the  nofe  excite 
ineezing,  and  are  excellent  in  inveterate  head-achs.  The 
young  tops  are  pleafant  in  the  fpring,  eaten  as  a fallad,  and 
they  are  hkewife  wholefome. 
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The  dried  roots  are  almolt  as  hot  and  fiery  as  pellitory  of 
Spain,  and  they  cure  the  tooth-ach  in  the  fame  manner,  a piece 
held  in  the  mouth,  fills  it  with  water  in  a very  Ihort  fpace  of 
time. 


SOLOMON’S  SEAL. 

Convallaria  Multiflora , 6.  I. 

Root  : perennial  ; it  is  large,  thick,  fpreading,  and  hung 
with  innumerable  fibres. 

Stem:  fingle,  round  towards  the  bottom,  but  fomewhat 
twilled  and  angular  above,  not  at  all  branched,  bowed  at  the 
top,  and  a foot  and  a half  high. 

Leaves  : pretty  numerous ; they  all  point  one  way,  and  are 
oblong,  broad,  of  a firm  fubftance,  marked  with  longitudinal 
ribs,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  growing  two,  three,  or  four  together,  on  very 
flender  fruit-flalks,  which  rife  from  the  b'ofoms  of  the  leaves; 
they  are  fmall  and  white,  and  hang  in  a continued  feries  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  Hem  to  the  leaves. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom  : a fingle  bell-lhaped  petal,  divided  at  the  mouth 
into  fix  blunt,  expanding,  refleded  fegments. 

Chives  : fix;  they  areawl-lhaped,  Ihorter  than  the  bloflom, 
and  furnilhed  with  oblong  upright  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  lhafts  thread-lhap- 
ed,  Larger  than  the  chives,  and  the  fummit  blunt  and  three- 
cornered. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh  berry  divided  into  three  cells; 
they  are  red  when  ripe,  but  the  birds  are  fo  fond  of  them  that 
^hey  feldom  arrive  at  maturity. 

Seeds:  folitary,  large,  and  roundilh. 

It  is  found  wild  in  woods  in  fome  of  our  northern  counties, 
but  not  common. 

The  root  is  commended  very  much  by  feveral  refpe&able 
authors,  as  an  outward  application  forbruifes;  dried  and  pow- 
dered it  is  good  againlt  purgings  with  bloody  llools,  and  if 
beaten  into  a conferve,  with  fugar,  whilll  it  is  green,  it  makes 
an  excellent  medicine  for  that  weakening  female  complaint 
the  whites. 
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SOAPWORT. 

BRUTSEWORT. 

Hap  on  aria  Officinalis,  10.  3. 

Root:  perennial,  flendcr,  jointed,  creeping,  and  reddilh  on 
the  furtace. 

Stem  : round,  fmooth,  jointed,  thick,  but  not  very  ftrong, 

for  it  often  trails  on  the  ground  J when  upright  it  is  two  or  three 
feet  high. 

Leaves  : produced  in  pairs  at  the  joints  of  the  Hem;  they 
are  egg-fhaped,  but  pointed,  entire  on  the  edges,  fmooth  on  the 
lurrace,  marked  with  three  longitudinal  ribs,  deftitute  of  leaf- 
italks,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Hem  and  its  divifions  in  a large 
clutter  ; they  are  large,  and  commonly  of  a pale  fleth  colour, 
but  iomettmes  white. 

Flower-cup:  a Angle  tubular  leaf,  cut  into  five  froall  teeth 
at  the  margin. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  petals  with  narrow  angular 
claws  as  long  as  the  cup,  but  broader  at  the  upper  extremity, 
and  very  blunt. 

~/'I'LES  : len  ; theV  are  awl-thaped*  as  long  as  the  tube  of 
the  blcflom,  alternately  fixed  to  the  claws  of  the  bloffom,  and 
furntlhed  with  oolong  tips  fixed  fideways  to  the  threads. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  nearly  of  a cylindrical  form;  it 
fupports  two  upright  Ihafts  equal  to  the  chives  in  length,  and 
furnifhed  with  fimple  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  : a cylindrical  capfule  as  long  as  the  cup,  and 
covered  by  it. 

Seeds:  numerous  and  final!. 

It  is  found  in  meadows  and  hedges  in  many  places,  and 
flowers  in  July. 

. The  who!e  Plant  is  bitter;  bruifed  and  agitated  with  water 
it  raifes  a lather  like  foap,  which  eafily  wafhes  greafy  fpots  out 
ofdoaths;  adecodionofit,  applied  externally,  cures  the  itch. 

" ^ermans  make  ufe  of  it,  inftead  of  farfaparilla,  for  the 
cure  01  venereal  diforders.  A M.  Andfy,  of  Paris,  cures  vi- 
ru lent  claps,  by  giving  the  infpiflated  juice  to  the  amount  of 
half  an  ounce  daily.  Withering, 
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A decoCtion  of  the  root  opens  obftruCtions,  promotes  urine 
and  infenfible  perforation,  and  is  an  excellent  fweetener  of  me 
blood  and  juices. 


SORREL.  Green  Sauce. 

Rittnex  Acetofa,  6.  3. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  (lender,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  roundilh,  fcored  on  the  furface,  upright,  a little 
branched,  of  a reddilh  colour  towards  the  bottom,  and  about  a 
foot  high. 

Leaves:  fupportedon  longilh  leaf-ftal  ks,  they  are  of  an  ob- 
long form,  arrow-fliaped  at  the  bafe,  entire  at  the  edges,  and 
of  a fine  green  colour,  thofe  that  grow  upon  the  Hem  have 
fcarcely  any  leaf-italks,  and  are  more  acutely  pointed  than  the 
others. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  item  on  a longilh  fpike,  they  are 
barren  and  fertile  on  feparate  plants,  which  circumftance  would 
have  removed  them  into  the  twenty  fecond  clafs  of  the  Linnaean 
fy  ftem,  had  not  he  chofe  rather  to  let  his  method  appear  imper- 
fect, than  to  feparate  thofe  plants  which  nature  hasfo  evidently 
connected  together.  s 

Flower-cup  -.  formed  of  three  blunt  reflected  leaves. 

Blossom  ; compofed  of  three  egg-fhaped  petals,  not  unlike 
thofe  of  the  cup,  but  larger. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  fhort,  flender,  and  furnilhed  with 
upright  double  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  three-cornered,  and  fupports 
three  flender  reflected  fhafts,  with  large  jagged  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  but  the  bloflom  approaches,  and 
fupplies  its  place. 

Seed  : Angle  and  three  fided. 

A 

It  is  common  in  meadows,  and  flowers  in  June. 

The  leaves  eaten  as  a fallad,  or  the  exprefl’ed  juice  of  them 
taken  as  a medicine,  are  excellent  antifcorbutics.  The  feeds 
are  aftringent,  and  may  be  given  in  powder  againlt  purgings, 
&c.  The  root  dried  and  powdered  is  alfogood  againlt  purgings, 
overflowings  of  the  menfes,  fpitting  of  blood,  and  other 
haemorrhages. 
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SOUTHERNWOOD. 

OLD  MAN  TREE. 

Root  . perennial ; it  is  divided  into  feveral  parts,  which  are 
furnilhpd  with  many  fibres. 

Stems  : numerous  of  a hard  woody  fubftance,  covered  with 
a greyifh  bark,  divided  into  numerous  branches,  and  two  or 
three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : numerous;  they  are  divided  in  an  irregular  branch- 
ing manner  into  a great  number  of  fine  brifily  fegments,  and 
are  of  a fine  pale  green  colour,  and  of  a pleaiing  fmell. 

Flowers  : of  the  compound  kind;  they  terminate  the  Item 
and  branches  in  great  numbers,  and  are  fmall  and  yellow. 

Flower- cup:  tiled;  it  confiits  of  many  roundifh  converg- 
ing fcales. 

Blossom  ucompofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  are  tubular 
in  the  centre  of  the  flower,  and  furnifhed  with  both  chives  and  ' 
pointals,  but  almofl  without  any  petals  in  the  circumference, 
and  only  furnifhed  with  pointals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fliort,  and  united  by  the  tips 
into  a hollow  cylindric  body. 

Pointal : the  feed-bud  is  fmall,  the  fhaft  flender,  and  the 
fummit  divided. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary  and  naked.  , 

It  is  common  in  our  gardens,  and  flowers  in  the  fummer. 

The  whole  plant  has  a naufeous,  penetrating,  bitter  tafie. 

It  is  a powerful  diure  ic,  and  good  in  hyfteric  complaints;  for 
this  purpofe,  the  bed  way  of  taking  it  is  in  a conferve,  made 
with  the  young  tops,  and  twice  their  weight  of  fugar. 

A flrong  decodtion  of  the  leaves  is  a good  worm  medicine, 
but  it  is  a very  difagreeeable  and  naufeous  one.  The  leaves 
are  likewife  a good  ingredient  in  fomentations  for  eafing  pain, 
difperfing  fwellings,  or  flopping  the  progrefs  of  gangrenes. 
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SPEEDWELL, 

Veronica  Officinalis,  X. 

• \ 

Root  : perennial  ; it  confifts  of  a vafl:  number  of  fmall  fibres. 
United  to  a little  head. 

Stems  : trailing,  flender,  weak,  of aroundilh figure,  firiking 
root  at  the  joints,  and  fix  or  eight  inches  long. 

Leaves:  growing  oppofite  in  pairs;  they  are  of  an  oblong 
form,  but  fharply  pointed,  notched  at  the  edges,  fupported  on 
Ihort  leaf-ftalks,  flightly  hairy,  and  of  a pale  green  colour. 

. Flowers:  produced  in  fmall  fpikes  from  the  bofoms  of  the 
leaves,  they  are  not  very  large,  but  their  beautiful  blue  colour 
renders  them  very  confpicuous. 

Flowir-cup:  divided  into  four  fmall  pointed  fegments. 

Blossom:  a fingle  wheel- lhaped  petal,  with  a tube  nearly 
as  long  as  the  cup.  The  border  is  flat,  and  divided  into  four 
fegments,  the  uppermoft  of  which  is  broader  than  any  of  the 
others,  and  that  oppofite  to  it  is  narrower. 

Chives:  two;  they  are  thinneil  at  the  bottom,  and  ter- 
minated by  oblong  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  comprefled,  the  fliafC  thread- 
Ihaped,  and  the  fummit  Ample. 

Seed-vessel  : an  inverfely  heart-lhaped  capfule,  om, 
prefled  at  the  point,  and  divided  internally  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  feveral  in  each  cell,  they  are  fmall  androundilh. 

It  is  common  by  road-fides,  and  blofloms  in  May  and  June; 

A decodtion  of  the  whole  plant  is  good  to  remove  obftrudtions. 
It  operates  by  urine,  and  confequently  is  ferviceable  in  the 
jaundice,  and  beginning  of  dropfies. 

A flight  tindlureor  infufion  of  it  promotes  perfpiration,  and 
is  good  in  feverilh  complaints.  The  juice  boiled  into  a fyrup 
with  honey,  is  excellent  in  afthmatic  complaints,  and  othe* 
diforders  of  the  lungs  ; and  outwardly  applied,  is  a cure  for  the 
itch,  and  other  cutaneous  diforders.  A llrong  decodtion  given 
as  a glyfter,  with  the  addition  of  a little  oil,  cafes  thofe  cholicky 
pains  which  arife  from  the  ftone  or  gravel,  an  infufion  of  the 
leaves  drank  conftantly  in  the  manner  of  tea  is  a ftrengthener, 
and  provocative  to  venery,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  a cure  for  bar. 
rehnefs. 
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The  leaves  bruifed  and  applied  outwardly  to  recent  wounds 
foon  heal  them,  without  any  other  application. 

There  was  an  opinion  prevailed  lately  that  this  plant  would 
cure  the  gout,  and  fo.  llrongly  did  this  opinion  operate  on  the 
minds  of  the  credulous,  that  the  dried  leaves  were  fold  in  the 
markets  in  London  for  four  fhillings  a pound,  and  the  plant 
was  in  a manner  deftroyed  for  feveral  miles  round  the  metro- 
polis. Hill. 


s P I G N E L. 

SPICKNEL.  BALD  MONEY. 

1 

JEtbus  Meum , 5.  2. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  and  furnilhed  with  a few 
large  fibres.  It  is  brown  on  the  outfide,  white  within,  and  of 
an  agreeable  aromatic  tafte. 

Leaves:  thofe  that  rife  from  the  root  are  large,  divided  in 
an  irregular  manner  into  a multitude  of  brifily  fegments,  and 
of  a very  dark  green  colour. 

Stem:  robuft,  upright,  fcored  on  the  furface,  branched,  and 
two  or  three  feet  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  dem  in  rundles,  they  are  but 
fmall,  and  their  colour  is  white. 

Flower-cup:  very  fmall ; there  is  no  general  fence  at  the 
bafe  of  the  rundle,  but  the  rundlets  are  furnilhed  with  one  con- 
futing of  three  or  five  very  long  narrow  leaves.  • 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  unequal  heart-lhaped  petals, 
bending  inwards  at  the  ends. 

Chives  : five  ; they  are  Ample  and  fupport  roundifh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  blo/Tom, 
and  fupports  two  reflected  (hafts,  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  two  after  each  flower;  they  are  roundilh  on  one 
fide,  and  fcored,  but  flat  on  the  other. 

It  is  found  in  Wales,  and  fome  other  of  our  northern  and 
weftern  counties,  ip  rich,  d^mp  foils,  but  is  no  where  very  com- 
mon. It  blofloms  in  May. 

The  roots  and  feeds  are  of  an  aromatic  acrid  nature,  and 
have  been  ufed  asdilperfers  of  wind  in  the  ltomach,  and  other 
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diforders  thereof,  fometimes  they  are  given  to -cure  tertian 
agues,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  will  do  it  as  efteftually 
as  pepper,  or  any  other  acrid  aromatic  fubftance.  Withering . 

It  is  a powerful  diuretic,  and  remover  of  obllrudlions  in  the 
vifcera,  confequently  good  again!!  the  gravel,  jaundice,  ob- 
Jlrudlions  of  the  menfes,  See.  The  root  is  the  part  to  be  made 
life  of  for  thefe  purpofes,  and  an  infufion  is  the  belt  prepara- 
tion of  it,  dried  and  given  in  powder  it  ltrengthens  theitomach, 
creates  an  appetite,  and  is  good  again (t  the  cholic. 

% 

S P L E E N W O R T. 

Afplenum  Ceterach,  24.  1. 

Root:  perennial;  it  confifts  of  a fmall  tuft  of  blackilh 
fibres. 

Leaves:  riling  in  large  clutters  from  the  root,  they  are  nar- 
row, divided  on  the  edges  in  a manner  refembling  the  winged 
leaves,  but  the  divifions  or  lobes  are  not  oppofite.  Their  length 
is  about  five  or  fix  inches,  and  their  colour  a dark  green. 

Flowers  : and 

Seeds:  inconfpicuous,  they  cover  the  back  part  of  the  leaf 
in  ftraight  lines,  and  are  of  a rulty  brown  colour. 

It  grows  on  old  walls,  and  the  fides  of  rocks,  and  is  green  all 
the  winter. 

The  whole  plant  is  to  be  ufed,  and  is  be!!  given  in  a ftrong 
infufion,  which  perfevered  in  for  a confidcrable  time,  removes 
all  obllruflions  of  the  liver  and  fpleen,  and  is  excellent  in  thofe 
diforders  which  arife  from  that  caufe. 


S Q^U  I L L.  Sea  Onion. 

Scilla  Maritimaf  6.  X. 

Root:  perennial;  it  confiils  of  a very  large  coated  bulb, 
full  of  a thick  flimy  juice,  and  a large  duller  of  long,  thick, 
white  fibres,  proceeding  from  its  bafe. 

Leaves:  about  a foot  and  half  long,  three  or  four  inches 
broad,  of  a thick,  juicy  fubltance,  fmooth  on  the  furface,  entire 
at  the  edges,  and  »f  a fine  bright  green  colour. 


Stem  ; 
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Stem  : round,  (lender,  of  a tender  fucculent  fubftance,  and 
two  or  three  feet  high1. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  Iongilh  fpikes ; they  are 
fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  fix  egg-fhaped  petals. 

Chives:  fix;  they  are  awl-(haped,  fhorter  by  half  than  the 
petals,  and  terminated  by  oblong  tips,  fixed  fideways  to  the  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  fhaft  Ample,  and  a* 
long  as  the  chives,  with  a fmallifh  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-lhaped  capfule,  marked  externally 
with  three  furrows,  and  divided  within  into  three  cells. 

Seeds:  many;  they  are  of  a roundilh  figure. 

It  is  a common  plant  on  the  Italian  and  Spanilh  fea  fliores, 
and  flowers  early  in  the  fummer. 

The  root  is  bitter  to  the  tafte,  and  fo  acrid  as  to  blifler  th^ 
flcin  if  it  is  much  handled  ; taken  internally  in  dofes  of  a few 
grains,  it  promotes  expectoration  and  urine  ; in  larger  dofes  it 
vomits,  and  fometimes  purges.  It  is  one  cf  the  moll  certain 
diuretics  in  dropfical  cafes,  and  expectorants  in  afthmatic 
ones,  where  the  lungs  or  ftomach  are  opprefled  by  tough  vifcid 
phlegm,  or  injured  by  the  imprudent  ufe  of  opiates. 

On  account  of  their  very  ungrateful  tafle,  they  are  com- 
monly given  in  the  form  of  pills,  made  of  the  dried  root  reduc- 
ed to  powder,  and  beaten  into  a mafs,  with  the  addition  of  fy- 
rup,  or  mucilage  of  gum  arable. 

Befide  the  frefli  and  dried  roots,  there  are  preparations  of 
them  kept  in  the  lhops;  namely,  vinegar  of  fquill,  and  a fyrup 
of  oxymel,  either  of  which  may  be  ufed  as  expectorants,  in 
dofes  of  two  or  three  drams,  in  cinnamon  water,  or  fome  other 
cordial  liquid  ; for  in  whatever  form  they  are  given,  unlefs  it  is 
defigned  for  them  to  aCt  as  an  emetic,  the  addition  of  fome 
warm  grateful  aromatic  is  neceflary  to  prevent  that  naufea, 
which  they  are  apt  to  occafion  when  given  alone  in  ever  fuch 
fmall  quantities. 


STARTHISTLfi; 
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Centaurea  Calcitrapa,  19.  3. 

Root  : annual,  long,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  round,  hard,  very  much  branched,  hairy,  and  two 
feet  high. 

Leaves:  rifing  moftly  from  the  root;  they  are  large,  divid- 
ed into  ftrap-lhaped  wing-like  fegments,  which  are  notched  at 
the  edges ; they  fpread  in  a circular  manner  upon  the  ground, 
and  are  of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers  : numerous,  large,  red,  and  of  the  compound  kind. 

Flower-cup  : compofed  of  numerous  thorny  leaves. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  numerous  tubular  florets,  w'hich,  in 
the  center  of  the  flowers,  confill  of  a Angle  petal  with  a very 
flender  tube,  and  a diftended  border,  divided  into  five  upright 
flrap-lhaped  fegments,  and  are  furniihed  with  both  chives  and 
pointals,  while  thofe  in  the  circumference  have  an  oblong 
oblique  border,  unequally  divided,  which  contain  only  pointals, 
and  thofe  are  imperfect. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  very  flender  and  Ihort,  and  are 
united  by  the  tips,  which  form  a hollow  cylindric  body.  The 

Pointal:  or  feed-buds,  in  the  central  florets  are  fmall, 
the  Ihafts  thread-fhaped,  and  the  fummits  blunt.  In  the  cir- 
cumference they  are  fmall,  with  fcarcely  any  fliafts,  and  the 
fummit  is  entirely  wanting. 

1 Seed  vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds;  foiitary,  and  terminated  by  a downy  feather. 

It  is  found  on  barren  heaths,  but  not  frequent,  and  blofloms 
in  Auguft.  A llrong  infufion  of  the  root  works  by  urine,  re- 
moves obftru&ions,  and  is  excellent  againfl  the  gravel  and  yel- 
low jaundice. 


STAVES-ACRE. 

LOUSEWORT. 

JDelphinum  Stapi/agria,  13.  3. 

Root  : annual,  long,  thick,  of  a hard  woody  fubfiancc,  and 
hung  with  numerous  fibres. 


Stem  : 


432  FAMILY  HERBAL. 

Stem:  round,  thick,  firm,  upright,  a little  hairy,  divided 
into  numerous  branches,  and  two  or  three  fee t hivb. 

Leaves:  fupported  on  longilh  leaf-fta!ks,  which  are  thick, 
and  fotpewhat  hairy.  They  are  large,  of  a roundilh  figure^ 
but  deeply  divided  into  fix  or  feven  fegments,  and  thefe  are 
again  cut  and  notched  on  ill e edges,  and  of  a dark  green  co- 
lour. 

^ Flowers:  terminating  the  fiem  and  its  divifions  in  long 
fpikes ; they  are  large  and  of  a deep  blue  colour. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  unequal  petals,  placed  in  an 
orbicular  manner,  the  uppermollof  them  is  more  obtufe  before 
than  any  of  the  reft,  and  runs  out  behind  into  a tubular,  flraighc 
obtufe  horn  or  fpur,  the  red  are  pointed,  nearly  equal,  and 
fpread  ; there  is  a honey  cup,  compofed  of  four  little  leaves, 
placed  before  within  the  orb  of  the  petals,  on  the  upper  part, 
and  protruded  behind  into  the  tubular  part  of  the  upper  petal. 

Chives  : n-umerous  (from  fifteen  to  thirty)  they  are  awl- 
fhaped,  broadeft  at  the  bafe,  and  terminated  by  fmall  upright 
tips. 

Pox  NT  A l : there  are  commonly  three  feed- buds  in  each  flower, ' 
of  an  oblong  form,  ending  in  Ample  Jhafts,  which  are  termi- 
nated by  reflected  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  as  many  egg-fhaped,  pointed  capfules,  aa 
there  were  feed- buds  in  the  flower. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  of  an  angular  form. 

It  is  a native  of  Italy,  and  flowers  in  June.  1 

The  feeds  are  kept  by  the  druggifls,  and  they  have  been  given 
in  fmall  dofes  againft  rheumatic  and  venereal  diforders,  they 
vomit  and  purge,  and  that  in  fo  rough  a manner,  that  it  is  bet- 
ter to  omit  their  internal  ufe  entirely. 

Chewed  in  the  mouth,  they  excite  a very  large  difcharge  of 
watery  humours  from  adjacentparts,  and  frequently  prove  fer- 
viceablc  in  diforders  of  the  head,  but  they  are  chiefly  ufed  to 
dellroy  lice  in  children’s  heads,  for  this  purpofe  the  feeds 
coarfely  powdered,  are  to  be  ftrewed  among  the  hair,  and  it  ne- 
ver fails  of  dcltroying  them. 
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S T O R A X.  Tree. 

Styrax  Officianalis,  io.  x. 

Root  : woody,  large,  and  divided. 

Stem  : tree-like ; it  is  covered  with  a roughilh  bark,  of  a 
dufky  green  colour,  divided  into  feveral  branches,  and  riles  to 
the  height  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet.  ‘ 

Leaves  : placed  alternately  on  the  branches,  they  are  of  a 
roundilh  figure,  entire  on  the  edges,  a little  pointed,  of  a light 
green  colour  above,  and  whitifh  underneath. 

Flowers  : produced  in  fmall  clufters;  they  are  moderately 
large,  of  a fine  white  colour,  and  a very  fragrant  fmell. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a fingle  leaf,  divided  at  the  mouth 
into  five  Ihort  teeth.  v 

Blossom  : a fingle  funnel-lhaped  petal,  the  tubular  part  of 
which  is  Ihort,  and  the  border  divided  into  five  large  expand- 
ing obtufe  i’egments. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  nearly  united  at  the  bafe,  awl-lhap- 
ed,  inferted  into  the  fides  of  the  bloflom,  and  terminated  by 
oblong  tips.  , 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  lhaft  fimple,  and 
the  fummit  lelfer  at  the  extremity. 

Seed-vessel  : a pulpy  fruit,  of  aroundilh  form. 

Seeds  : two  roundilh  convex  nuts  or  Hones,  containing  ker- 
nels of  the  fame  form. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft,  and  though  found  in  feveral  parts 
of  Europe,  it  is  notprodudlive  of  that  fragrant  relin,  which  it 
produces  in  warmer  climates,  and  which  conllitutes  its  chief 
excellence. 

The  gummy  orrefinous  fubftance,  known  by  the  name  of  fto- 
rax,  is  the  produce  of  this  tree.  It  is  good  in  all  diforders  of 
the  breaft  and  lungs,  being  of  a mild  balfamic  nature,  it  is 
likewife  ferviceable  in  nervous  and  hylteric  complaints,  and 
promotes  the  menfes. 


N°.  XII. 
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STRAWBERRY. 

Fragaria  i<efca,  12.  6. 

Roerr  : perennial,  long,  thick,  of  a reddilh  brown  colour, 
and  hung  with  many  fibres. 

Leaves  : fupported  by  threes  on  long  Ieaf-ftalks,  they  are  of 
an  oblong  figure,  notched  on  the  edges,  of  a dark  green  colour 
on  the  upper  fide,  and  whitifh  underneath. 

Stem  : round,  four  or  five  inches  high,  and  divided  at  the 
top  into  feveral  parts,  which  fupport  many 

Flowers  : thefe  are  large  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  a fingle leaf, divided  into  ten  fmall fegments, 
which  are  alternately  narrower. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  circular  expanding  petals, 
attached  to  the  cup  by  their  claws. 

Chives  : about  twenty;  they  are  awl-fliaped,  fhortcr  than 
the  bloflom,  attached  to  the  cup,  and  terminated  by  crefcent- 
fliaped  tips. 

Pointals:  the  feed-buds  are  numerous,  very  fmall,  and 
collected  into  a knob,  the  fhafts  fimple,  produced  from  the  end 
of  the  feed-buds,  and  terminated  by  fimple  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting;  or  a pulpy  berry,  ofafoft  con- 
fidence, moderately  large,  and  of  a beautiful  fcarlet  colour 
when  ripe. 

Seeds  : numerous,  very  fmall,  and  fcattered over  thefurface 
of  the  fruit  or  receptacle. 

It  is  common  in  woods  and  on  dry  banks,  the  flowers  appear 
early  in  the  fpring,  and  the  fruit  ripen  in  the  firft  months  of 
fummer. 

The  berries  eaten  either  alone';  with  fugar,  or  with  milk,  are 
univerfally  qfieemed  a moll:  delicious  fruit;  they  are  grateful, 
cooling,  and  fomething  aci  J,  and  when  taken  in  large  quantities 
they  feldom  difagree,  they  promote  perfpiration,  and  diflolve 
the  tartareous  incruftations  on  the  teeth.  People  afllifted  with 
the  gout  of  frone  have  frequently  been  relieved  by  ufing  them 
largely,  and  Hoffman  fays  that  he  has  known  confumptive  peo- 
ple cut ed  by  them.  Withering. 

Tlie  leaves  are  cooling  and  diuretic,  an  infufion  of  them  is 
good  in  the  ftranguary,  and  when  made  ftrong,  in  the  jaundice, 

dried 
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dried  and  reduced  to  powder,  they  are  aftringent,  and  ufeful  in 
fluxes  of  the  bowels,  as  likewife  is  the  bark  of  the  roots,  and  a 
ftrong  decoction  of  them,  fweetened  with  honey  is  a good  gar- 
gle for  fore  throats.  They  have  likewise  the  credit  of  being  a 
cofmetic,  or  beautifier  of  the  {kin. 


SUMACH. 

Rhus  Coriaria,  5.  3. 

Root:  large,  long,  divided,  and  woody. 

Stem:  fhrubby,  thick,  and  covered  with  a rough  brown 
bark,  it  is  divided  into  feveral  branches,  the  bark  of  which  is 
of  a lighter  colour,  and  fet  with  thorns. 

Leaves  : winged  ; they  confift  of  three  or  four  pair  of  ob- 
long wings  or  little  leaves,  notched  round  the  edges,  attached 
to  the  middle  rib,  and  terminated  by  an  odd  one  ; their  colour 

is  a dark  green.  \ 

Flowers:  produced  in  fpikes  at  the  extremities  of  the 
branches  ; thefe  fpikes  are  long,  thick,  and  woolly,  and  the 
flowers  are  fmall  and  purple. 

Flower-cup  : divided  into  five  fmall,  upright  parts. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  egg- ffiaped  petals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fhort,  and  terminated  by  fmall 
tips. 

Pojntal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  a roundifh  figure,  the  fliafc 
very  fmall,  and  furniffied  with  three  fmall,  heare-ihaped  fum- 
mits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundilh  berry. 

Seed:  folitary,  roundifh,  and  of  a hard  boney  fubftance. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  climates,  but  we  have  it  in  our 
gardens,  where  it  flowers  in  the  fummer  months. 

The  feeds  dried,  reduced  to  powder,  and  taken  in  fmall 
dofes,  flop  purgings  and  haemorrhages,  the  young  Ihoots  have 
alfo  great  efficacy  in  {Lengthening  the  flomach  and  bowels, 
they  are  belt  given  in  a ftrong  in fu non . 1 he  bark  of  the  j oots 

has  the  fame  virtues,  but  in  an  inferior  degree.  Hill. 
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SWALLO  W-W  O R T. 

■Afclepias  i vincetoxicum . 

Root  : perennial ; it  conflfts  of  an  innumerable  quantity  of 
fibres,  connected  to  a little  head. 

Stem  : round,  {lender,  of  a dark  colour,  jointed,  not  much 
branched,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : growing  in  pairs  at  the  joints  of  the  flem,  they  are 
of  an  oblong  form,  but  pointed,  entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a 
dark  green  colour. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Hem  in  clutters,  they  are  frnall 
and  white. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  five  very  frnall  pointed  feg- 
ments. 

Blossom:  formed  of  a ttngle  petal,  divided  into  five  egg- 
fhaped,  pointed,  fegments,  which  are  rather  reflected  within 
the  blottom,  there  are  five  frnall  honey  cups,  which  are  obliquely 
egg-fhaped,  and  furnifhed  at  the  bottom  with  afharpifh  fpur, 
and  a frnall  body,  loped  at  the  top,  furrounded  by  five  fcales, 
and  gaping  at  the  iides,  with  as  many  clefts  covers  the  fruitifl- 
cation. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  extremely  fhort,  if  any.  The  tips 
are  acutely  pointed,  and  inferted  into  the  loped  body  of  the 
honey-cup  within  the  fcales. 

Pointals  : the  feed-buds  in  each  flower  are  two;  they  are 
egg-fhaped  and  pointed.  The  fhafts  are  exceeding  fhort,  and 
the  fummits  Ample. 

Seed-vessels:  two  large,  oblong,  pointed,  bellied,  folli- 
cles or  air-bags. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  crowned  with  a feather. 

Like  the  laft  plant  this  is  a native  of  the  warmer  climates,  but 
we-have  it  in  our  gardens,  where  it  flowers  late  in  the  fummer. 

The  root  is  the  part  to  be  made  ufe  of,  an  infuflon  of  it  frefh 
ga.hered,  removes  obftrudtions,  increafes  the  urinary  difcharge, 
and  is  good  in  the  jaundice  ; dried  and  given  in  powder,  it 
promotes  perfpiration,  and  is  good  againtt  fevers,  the  fmall- 
pox,  meafles,  and  other  eruptive  complaints.  Hill. 
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SNAKE  ROOT.  Virginian. 

Arijlolochia  fir  pent  aria,  20.  6. 

Root:  perennial,  fmall,  light,  and  bulhy;  it  con  fids  of  a 
vaft  number  of  fmall  fibres  proceeding  from  a little  head,  and  ^ 
clofely  united  together. 

Stem:  angular,  weak,  twining,  and  two  or  three  feet  long. 

Leaves  : oblong,  heart- lhaped  at  the  bafe,  pointed,  waved 
on  the  edges,  and  of  a light  green  colour. 

Flowers  : folitary,  moderately  large,  and  of  a pale  yellow, 
or  greenilh  colour. 

Flower-cup:  wanting. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  a fingle  irregular  tubular  petal, 
roundilh  at  the  bafe,  and  bellied,  with  an  oblong  fix  cornered 
tube,  the  border  of  which  is  lengthened  out  on  the  under  fide 
into  a kind  of  tongue. 

Chives  : the  threads  are  wanting,  but  there  are  fix  tips  fi- 
tuated  at  the  top  of  the  feed-bud  immediately  under  the  fum- 
mit. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  angular,  and  fituated  beneath  the 
bloflbm,  there  isfcarcely  any  lhaft,  but  a roundilh,  fix  parted, 
concave  fummit,  terminates  the  feed-bud. 

Seed-vessel  : a capfule,  with  fix  angles  on  the  outfide, 
and  as  many  cells  within. 

Seeds:  numerous  and  fmall. 

It  is  a native  of  Virginia,  and  other  warm  parts  of  America, 
from  whence  our  Ihops  are  fupplied  with  the  roots. 

Thefe  are  warm,  bitterilh,  and  pungent  to  the  talle,  and  of 
an  aromatic  fmell,  they  are  of  a warm  diaphoretic  nature,  and 
are  elleemed  one  of  the  principle  of  that  tribe  of  medicines. 
They  are  of  great  efficacy  in  low  malignant  fevers  and  epidemic 
difeafes,  for  fupporting  the  principle  of  life,  raifing  thepull'e, 
promoting  perfpiration,  and  correcting  the  putrid  difpofitions 
of  the  humours.  It  may  be  taken  in  fubllance  from  a few  grains 
to  a fcruple  or  half  a dram  for  a dofe,  and  in  decodlion  or  in- 
fufion  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  drams.  There  is  a tinc- 
ture of  it  kept  in  the  Ihops,  which  is  excellent  for  all  the  above 
mentioned  purpofes.  It  mtfy  be  taken  in  red  wine,  or  any  other 
convenient  vehicle,  two  or  three  tea-fpoonful  for  a dofe,  and 
that  frequently. 
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STONE  CROP: 

WALL  PEPPER. 

Sedum  Acrey  io.  5. 

Root:  perennial:  it  confifts  of  feveral  fmall  fibres; 

Stems:  fhort,  branching,  and  trailing. 

Leaves:  nearly  egg-lhaped  ; they  are  lhort,  thick,  flelhy, 
broad  at  the  bottom,  pointed,  and  of  a bright  green  colour. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Hems  in  large  clufters  ; they  are 
of  a beautiful  yellow  colour,  and  moderately  large. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  fharp  upright  fegments. 

Elossom  : compofed  of  five  flat,  taper,  pointed  petals, 
within  it  are  five  honey-cups,  each  formed  of  a fmall  fcale, 
notched  at  the  end,  and  lituated  on  the  outfide  of  the  bafe 
of  each  feed-bud. 

Chives  : ten;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  as  long  as  the  bloflom, 
and  terminated  by  roundilh  tips. 

Point  als  : the  feed-buds  are  five  in  each  flower,  of  an  ob- 
long form,  ending  in  (lender  fhafts  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessels:  five  tapering,  comprefled,  expanding  cap- 
fules. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  very  fmall. 

It  is  a common  plant,  growing  on  walls,  old  roofs,  rocks,  and 
in  dry  pallures  in  moll  parts  of  the  kingdom.  It  flowers  in 
June  and  July. 

It  is  fo  ver^  acid  that  it  will  raife  bliflers,  if  applied  exter- 
nally to  the  fkin.  The  juice,  taken  inwardly,  excites  vomit- 
ing. In  fcorbutic  cafes,  and  quartan  agues,  it  is  a moft  excel- 
lent medicine,  under  proper  management.  Withering. 

A decoCtion  of  it  is  good  for  fore  mouths,  arifing  from  a fcor- 
butic taint  in  the  conftitution.  The  leaves  bruifed  and  ap- 
plied to  the  Ikin,  are  excellent  in  paralytic  contraction*  of 
the  limbs. 
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SUN  DEW. 

ROSA  SOLIS,  RED  ROT,  YOUTH  WORT, 
MOOR  GRASS. 

Dr  of  era  Rot  undifolia,  5.  '5. 

- ' \ 

Root  : annual,  or  perennial ; itconfifts  of  a few  Ihort  crook- 
ed  fibres. 

Leaves  : rifing  immediately  from  the  root  in  round  clufters, 
ten  or  twelve  of  them  together;  they  are  fupported  on  long 
flender  leaf-ftalks,  and  are  round,  of  a flefhy  fubftance,  cover- 
ed with  long,  ftiff,  crooked  hairs,  among  which  are  fupported 
fmail  drops  of  a clear  tranfparent  dew-like  liquor.  The  colour 
of  the  leaves  and  leaf-ftalks  is  reddilh. 

Stems  : fupporting  only  flowers ; they  rife  from  the  center 
of  the  tufts  of  the  leaves,  and  are  upright,  undivided,  round, 
and  four  or  five  inches  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  clufters ; they  are  fmail, 
and  not  very  confpicuous. 

Flower-  cup:  a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  fmail, 
pointed,  upright  fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  egg-lhaped  petals. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  as  long  as  the  cup,  and 
furnifhed  with  fmail  tips. 

Point  al  •.  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  and  fupports  five  Ihafts, 
with  Ample  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-fhaped  capfule,  containing  numerous 

Seeds:  which  are  very  fmail,  and  nearly  egg-lhaped. 

It  is  common  in  bogs,  and  flowers  in  July  and  Auguft. 

Some  authors  very  gravely  tell  us,  that  a water  dillilled  from 
this  plant  is  highly  cordial  and  reftorative  ; but  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  it  never  deferred  the  character  given  of  it 
in  that  refpeCt.  The  leaves,  bruifed  and  applied  to  the  Ikin, 
erode  it,  and  bring  on  fucb  inflammations  as  are  not  eafily  re- 
moved. The  ladies  in  fome  parts  mix  the  juice  with  milk,  fo 
as  to  make  an  innocent  and  fafe  application  for  the  removal  of 
of  freckles,  fun-burn,  and  other  dilcolourings  of  the  Ikin.  The 
juice,  unmixed,  will  deftroy  wart's  and  corns,  if  a little  of  it  is 
frequently  put  upon  them.  Thefe  are  effeCts  which  pronounce 
its  internal  ufe  dangerous,  and  if  it  is  not  productive  of  bad 
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confluences,  when  diftilled  along  with  other  ingredients,  for 
cordial  waters.  Sec.  it  is  becaufe  its  pernicious  qualities  are  not 
of  a nature  to  rife  in  diltillation. 


TAMARIND.  Tree. 

\ # , 

Tamarindus  Indica,  3. 1. 

Root  : woody,  divided,  and  fpreading  to  a great  diftance. 

Stem:  tree-like,  covered  with  a pale-coloured  rough  bark, 
divided  into  numerous  wide  extended  branches,  and  forty  or 
fifty  feet  high. 

Leaves:  winged  ; they  are  compofed  of  feveral  pairoffmall 
oblong  lobes,  fet  along  a middle  rib,  without  an  odd  one  at  the 
end;  their  colour  is  a paleifh  green. 

Flowers  : produced  in  clutters  ; they  are  large,  and  varie- 
gated with  red,  white,  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  flat;  it  is  divided  into  four  egg-fhaped, 
pointed,  and  coloured  fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  three  egg-fhaped  plaited  petals. 

Chives:  three;  they  are  placed  together,  awl-lhaped,  and 
furnifhed  with  egg-fhaped  tips  fixed  fideways. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  fup- 
ported  on  a fhort  pedicle;  the  fhafe  is  awl-fhaped,  and  the 
fummit  thickifh. 

Seed-vessel:  a long  comprefled  pod,  cloathed  with  a 
double  bark,  and  a pulpy  fubttance  between  them. 

Seeds  : two  or  three  in  each  pod;  they  are  angular  and 
comprefled. 

It  is  a native  of  both  the  Indies,  and  from  thence  we  procure 
the  preferved  fruit,  known  among  us  by  the  name  of  tamarinds. 

The  pulp  of  tamarinds  is  an  agreeable  laxative  acid  fub- 
fiance,  of  great  ufe  in  both  putrid  and  inflammatory  difor- 
ders  for  abating  heat  and  thirtt,  correfting  putrefaflion,  and 
keeping  the  belly  foluble  ; it  operates  alfo  by  urine,  and  is  fer- 
viceable  in  the  jaundice. 
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TANSY. 

Tanacetum  vulgare , 19.  a. 

Root  : perennial,  long,  white,  creeping,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : robuft,  upright,  not  much  branched,  or  divided,  but 
fet  very  thick  with  leaves,  and  about  a yard  high. 

Leaves:  doubly  winged,  the  little  leaves  are  very  nume- 
rous, lharp  pointed,  notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a llrong  green 
colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  great  numbers;  they  are 
moderately  large,  yellow,  and  of  the  compound  kind. 

Flower-cup:  compofed  of  numerous,  lharp  fcales,  laid 
very  compa&ly  together. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  tubular  florets,  which  in 
the  center  are  cloven  at  the  mouth  into  five  Ihort  fegments,  and 
furnilhed  with  both  chives  and  pointals,  but  only  divided  into 
three  fegments  in  the  circumference,  and  deftitute  of  chives, 
though  furnilhed  with  pointals. 

Chives;  five;  they  are  Ihort,  flender,  and  united  by  the 
tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  oblong,  the  lhaft  thread-lhaped, 
and  terminated  either  with  one  cloven  fummit,  or  two  reflected 
ones. 

Seed-vessel  : wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  oblong,  and  naked. 

It  is  fometimes  found  wild,  and  is  an  inhabitant  of  moft  gar- 
dens, where  it  flowers  in  July. 

The  whole  plant  is  bitterifh;  a ftrong  infufion  of  the  frelh 
leaves  removes  obllru&ions,  increafes  the  urinary  difcharge, 
gently  promotes  the  menftrual  one.  The  flowers  dried,  pow- 
dered, and  mixed  with  treacle,  are  a common  medicine  among 
country  people  for  the  worms,  and  they  vifibly  deftroy  them. 
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TANSY.  Wild. 

SILVER  WEED.  GOOSE  TANSEY. 

Potent  ilia  Anferina , 11.  5. 

Root:  perennial;  it  confifts  of  a multitude  of  fibres,  con- 
nected to  a fmall  head  of  a brownifh  colour. 

Stems,  or  rather  wires:  creeping  and  ftriking  root  at  the 
joints,  they  are  long,  weak,  and  of  a reddifh  colour. 

Leaves  : numerous  and  winged,  each  leaf  confifts  of  ten  or 
twelve  pair  of  leffer  ones,  with  an  odd  one  at  the  end  of  the 
middle  rib,  thefe  are  of  an  oblong  form,  deeply  notched  on  the 
edges,  and  of  a filky  or  filvery  white  colour. 

Flowers:  fupported  fingly  on  long,  {lender  fruit-ftalks, 
which  rife  from  the  bofoms  of  the  leaves,  they  are  large,  and 
of  a beautiful  yellow  colour. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  a fingleleaf,  and  divided  into  ten 
fegments,  which  are  alternately  fmaller,  and  reflected. 

Blossoms:  compofed  of  five  roundifh  petals,  attached  to 
the  cup  by  their  claws. 

Chives:  twenty  in  each  flower;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  fhorter 
than  the  petals,  and  fixed  to  the  cup,  the  tips  are  fhaped  like  a 
long  crefcent. 

Pointals  : the  feed-buds  are  numerous,  very  fmall,  col- 
lected into  a knob,  and  terminated  by  thread-fhaped  fhafts, 
with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  numerous,  tapering,  and  inclofed  in  the  cup. 

It  is  common  by  road-fides,  and  in  low  paftures>  and  flowers 
in  June. 

The  leaves  are  mildly  aflringent ; dried,  and  given  in  powder, 
they  will  frequently  effedt  a cure  in  agues  and  intermitments  ; 
the  ufual  dofe  is  a meat  fpoonful  of  the  powder  every  three  or 
four  hours  betwixt  the  fits.  Withering. 

The  roots  are  more  aflringent  than  the  leaves,  and  may  be 
given  in  powder,  in  dofes  of  a fcruple  or  more  in  obflinate 
purgings,  attended  with  bloody  ftools,  and  immoderate  men- 
flrual  difcharges.  A flrong  infufion  of  the  leaves  flops  the  im- 
moderate bleeding  of  the  piles,  and  fweetened  with  a little 
honey  it  is  an  excellent  gargle  for  fore  throats. 
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TARRAGON. 

Artemifa  Dracunculiu,  19.2. 

Root  : perennial  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  round,  firm,  upright,  branched  upwards,  and  two  or 
three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  very  numerous;  they  are  long,  narrow  pointed, 
entire  on  the  edges,  placed  without  any  order  on  the  Item,  and 
of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  lie m in  confiderable  numbers, 
they  are  fmall,  of  a greenifh  colour,  and  of  the  compound 
kind. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  many  roundilh,  approaching 
fcales,  difpofed  in  the  manner  of  tiling. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  florets,  which  are  tubular 
in  the  center  of  the  flowers,  and  furnifhed  with  both  chives  and 
pointals,  but  almoll  deftitute  of  the  petals  in  the  circumference, 
and  furnilhed  with  pointals  only. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  Ihort,  flender,  and  united  by  the 
tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fmall,  the  fhafc  flender,  and  the 
fummit  cloven  and  reflected. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting.  . 

Seeds:  folitary  and  naked. 

It  is  common  in  our  gardens,  though  not  a native  here,  and 
flowers  in  July. 

An  infufion  of  the  young  tops  increafes  the  urinary  difcharge, 
and  gently  promotes  the  menfes.  Hill. 


T E A.  Tree, 

1 ‘hen  viridit , 13.  1. 

Root:  woody,  and  fprcading. 

Stem  : fhrubby,  divided  into  numerous  (lender  branches., 
and  dx  or  eight  feet  high. 
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Leaves  : numerous,  of  an  oblong  form,  notched  on  the  edges 
and  of  a dark  green  colour.  • * 

Flowers  : large,  and  white. 

Flower-cup  ; formed  of  five  or  fix  fmall  roundifh  leaves. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  fix  large,  equal,  roundifh,  concave 
petals. 

Chives:  numerous  (about  two  hundred  in  each  flower)  they 
are  flender,  ihorter  than  the  bloflom,  and  terminated  by  Ample 

tips.  r 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  three-cornered,  and  fupports  an 
awl-lhaped  fhaft,  terminated  by  a triple  fummit. 

Seed-vessel:  formed  of  three  roundifh  parts,  coalefced 
together,  and  divided  into  three  ce.'Is. 

Seeds  : folitary,  and  ofa  roundifh  figure. 

It  is  a native  of  China  and  Japan,  and  is  cultivated  in  all  the 
Eaftern  parts  for  the  fake  of  its  leaves,  which  are  the  tea  fo  uni- 
verfally  made  ufe  by  all  ranks  of  people. 

This  fhrub  muft  be  at  leaft  three  or  four  years  old  before  the 
leaves,  which  it  then  begins  to  produce  in  great  plenty,  are  fit 
to  be  gathered  for  ufe.  They  muft  not  be  torn  off  by  handfuls, 
but  gathered  carefully  one  by  one,  nor  are  they  all  to  be  gather- 
ed at  once,  thofe  who  pluck  thefe  fhrubs  three  times  a year, 
begin  their  firft  gathering  about  the  latter  end  of  February, 
the  fhrub  has  then  but  few  leaves  on  it,  and  thofe  are  young, 
tender,  and  not  fully  grown.  Thefe  are  efteemed  much  better 
than  any  of  the  reft,  and  becaufe  of  their  fcarcity  and  great 
price,  are  difpofed  of  only  to  the  rich  and  opulent,  for  which 
reafon  they  are  called  imperial  tea;  the  fecond  gathering,  or 
the  firft  of  thofe  which  only  gather  twice  a year,  commences 
about  the  latter  end  of  March,  or  the  begin  ning  of  April.  Some 
of  the  leaves  are  then  arrived  at  their  full  perfection,  but  others 
are  only  half  grown,  they  arc  however  plucked  withouc  any 
diftindtion  to  this  circumftance,  but  care  is  taken  previous  tc*. 
their  preparation  for  ufe  to  arrange  them  into  different  clafles, 
according  to  their  fize  and  goodnefs.  The  third  and  laft 
gathering,  which  is  alfo  the  moft  copious,  is  made  about  the 
latter  end  of  May,  when  all  the  leaves  have  attained  their  full 
growth.  The  leaves  of  this  gathering  are  Jikewife  arranged 
into  clafles  according  to  their  Aze  an^  goodnefs,  the  loweft  of 
which  contains  the  coarfeft  leaves  ofall,  and  what  is  common- 
ly drank  by  the  lower  clafles  of  people. 

• The  preparation  of  the  leaves  confifts  in  drying  or  roafling 
them  over  the  fire,  in  an  iron  pan,  and  rolling  them,  while  hot,', 

with 


FAMILY  HERBAL. 


445 


with  the  palm  of  the  hand  on  a mat  till  they  become  curled  ; 
the  tea,  after  it  has  undergone  thefe  operations,  is  .carefully 
put  up  and  prelerved  from  the  air,  and  in  this,  indeed,  the 
chief  art  of  preferving  it  confifts,  for  the  air  in  thofe  hot  cli- 
mates diflipates  its  extremely  fubtle  and  volatile  parts  much 
fooner  than  that  of  our  colder  European  countries  would. 
The  Chinefe  put  it  up  in  cherts  of  C03rfe  tin,  or  lead,  and 
thefe  are  inclofed  in  wooden  cafes,  all  the  clefts  of  which  are 
carefully  flopped  both  withinfide  and  without. 

The  inhabitants  of  Japan  keep  their  common  teas  in  large 
earthen  pots,  with  narrow  mouths,  which  they  flop  very 
clofely.  Tea,  as  it  is  taken  inwardly,  is  prepared  in  two  dif- 
ferent manners ; the  firft  of  thefe  is  nothing  more  than  a Ample 
infufion  of  the  leaves  in  hot  'vacer;  the  other  way,  which  is 
only  made  ufe  of  by  the  Japanefe,  is  by  flrft  grinding  the 
leaves  to  powder  in  a hand-mill,  and  then  mixing  it  with  hot 
water,  into  a thin  pulpy  fubftance,  which  is  lipped  every  day 
by  all  the  great  and  opulent  in  the  kingdom. 

The  narcotic  quality  of  the  frelh  leaves  is  deftroyed,  in  a 
great  meafure,  by  the  roafting,  which  renders  it  exhilarating, 
refrelhing,  and  cleanfing  ; it  is  peculiarly  ferviceable  in  wafh- 
ing  away  that  tartareous  matter  which  is  the  efficient  caufe  of 
calculous  concretions,  and  gouty  difeafes ; and  Kempfer,  in  his 
hiftory  of  Japan,  from  which  this  account  is  extra&ed,  affirms 
that  he  never  met"  with  a lingle  perfon  among  the  great  tea- 
drinkers  of  that  country,  who  was  troubled  with  the  gout  or 
flone. 

Writers  on  the  medical  qualities  of  this  plant  tell  us,  that 
tea  is  much  more  ufed  for  pleafure  than  as  a medicine,  and  the 
obfervation  is  undoubtedly  true ; green  tea,  however,  is  diure- 
tic, and  carries  an  agreeable  roughnefs  with  it  into  the  fto- 
mach,  which  gently  aftringes  the  fibres  of  that  organ,  and  gives 
fuch  a tone  as  is  neceffary  for  a good  digertion ; and  the  bohea 
is  erteemed  foftening  and  nutritious,  and  proper  in  all  inward 
decays.  Improper,  or  exceffive  ufe,  may  no  doubt  render  this, 
or  indeed  any  thing  elfe,  prejudicial ; but,  in  general,  there  is 
very  few  plants  made  ufe  of,  either  as  food  or  medicine,  that 
are  better,  when  ufed  with  moderation,  or  pleafanter  than  tea. 

I have  lately  obferved  feveral  young  ladies  eat  large  quan- 
tities of  neat  green  tea,  with  the  greateft  apparent  relifh  ima- 
ginable ; whatever  can  induce  them  to  follow  fo  abfurd  a prac- 
tice I know  not,  but  I can  allure  them  it  is  exceedingly  perni- 
cious when  fo  taken. 
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Dip/acus  Fuilonum,  4.  i. 

Root  : biennial,  long,  thick,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : robuft,  upright,  branched,  and  five  or  fix  fee t high. 

Leaves:  large  and  broad  ; thofe  that  grow  on  the  item  are 
produced  in  pairs,  and  united  at  the  bafe  in  fuch  a manner  as 
to  contain  a large  quantity  of  water  in  the  cavity  which  they 
form  ; they  are  prickly  along  the  under  fide  of  the  middlerib, 
a little  notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a fine  green  colour. 

1' lowers:  collected  into  large  oval  heads,  which  terminate 
the  branches  ; they  arc,  when  confidered  fingly,  but  fmall,  and 
their  colour  is  a pale  red. 

Flower-cup:  of  two  kinds,  one  is  common  to  many  flo- 
rets, and  confilts  of  feveral  narrow,  lharp-pointed  leaves  ; the 
proper  tips  are  placed  above  them, and  are  very  minute. 

Blossom  : a Angle  tubular  petal,  divided  at  the  mouth  into 
four  fmall  fegments,  the  outermoll  of  which  is  larger  and 
fharper  than  the  others. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  flender,  larger  than  the  bloflom, 
and  terminated  by  oblong  tips  fixed  Tideways. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  fituated  beneath  the  bloflom,  the 
fhaft  is  thread- fliaped,  and  the  fummit  Ample. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds:  folitary,  large,  refembling  fquare  pillars,  and 
crowned  with  the  entire  margin  of  the  proper  flower-cup. 

It  is  cultivated  in  many  places  for  the  ufe  of  the  clothiers, 
who  employ  the  heads  to  raife  the  knap  on  woollen  cloths. 
The  flowers  appear  in  June,  and  the  heads  ripen  late  in  au- 
tumn. 

The  root  is  bitter,  and  given  in  a flrong  infufion  flrengthens 
the  flomach,  and  creates  an  appetite  ; it  is  alfo  good  againft  ob- 
flruttions  of  the  liver,  and  the  jaundice.  Many  people  have 
an  opinion,  that  the  water  contained  in  the  bafon  formed  by 
the  leaves,  is  a good  cofmetic,  but  there  is  no  real  foundation 
for  fuch  a conjecture. 
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THISTLE.  Blessed. 

Centaurea  Benedicta,  ig.  3. 

Root  : annual,  long,  {lender,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  upright,  but  rather  {lender,  very  much  branched, 
and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves:  numerous,  long,  narrow,  and  deeply  cut  in  on 
each  fide  ; their  colour  is  a yellowifh  green. 

Flowers  : large  and  yellow;  they  terminate  the  Hem  and 
branches,  and  are  armed  with  compound  prickles  on  them. 

Flower-cup  : formed  of  feveral  fmall  fcales,  difpofed  in  a 
tiled  manner. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  numerous  tubular  florets,  of  diffe- 
rent forms  ; thofe  in  the  central  part  of  the  flowers  contain 
both  chives  and  pointals;  thofe  in  the  circumference  arc 
larger,  and  contain  only  pointals,  and  thofe  are  defe&ive,  want- 
ing fummits. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  (Fort,  and  the  tips  are  united 
into  a hollow  cylindric  body. 

Point  a l : the  feed-buds  are  very  fmall,  the  Ibafts  {lender, 
and  the  fummits  blunt. 
eed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary,  and  terminated  with  a downy  feather. 

It  is  a native  of  Germany,  and  flowers  in  Auguft. 

Many  people  miftake  the  carduus  mariana,  or  milk  thiftle, 
for  this  plant,  but  it  has  none  of  the  virtues  which  this  pof- 
fefl'es.  The  leaves  of  the  blefled  thiffle  are  bitter  and  Itoma- 
chic  ; an  infufion  of  them  taken  in  large  quantities  excites  vo- 
miting, in  fmaller  dofes  it  is  good  to  excite  an  appetite,  and 
prevent  ficknefs ; dried  and  powdered  they  are  good  againft 
worms. 


THORN  APPLE. 

Datura  Stramonium,  5.  r. 

Root  : large,  divided,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  thick,  firm,  upright,  branched,  and  two  or  three 
feet  high. 


Leaves 


t 
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Leaves:  large,  broad,  fharp-pointed,  fupported  on  (hort 
firm  leaf-ftalks,  a little  indented  at  the  edges,  of  a firmilh  tex- 
ture, and  a darkifh  green  colour. 

Flowers:  produced  at  the  divifions  of  the  ftem  and 
branches;  they  are  large  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  a fingle  tubular  bellied  angular  leaf,  with 
five  fmall  teeth  at  the  mouth. 

Blossom:  a large  funnel-fhaped  petal,  with  a cylindric 
tube,  and  a border  which  is  five  angled,  plaited,  and  nearly  en- 
tire, but  marked  with  five  obfcure  teeth. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  awl-fnaped  and  fupport  oblong, 
blunt,  comprefled  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  the  fhaft  thread- 
Ihaped  and  ftraight,  and  the  fummit  thickifh. 

Seed-vessel:  large,  of  an  oval  figure,  and  covered  with 
fliort  prickles. 

Seeds:  numerous,  and  kidney-fhaped. 

It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  America,  but  flourifhes 
very  well  in  our  gardens,  and  flowers  in  Auguft. 

The  juice  prefled  out  of  the  frefh  plant,  and  infpiflated  to 
an  extradl,  has  been  given  in  dofes  from  half  a grain  to  the 
amount  of  a dram,  in  twenty-four  hours,  in  epileptic  difor- 
ders,  convulfions,  and  madnefs,  and  proved  to  be  a medicine 
of  Angular  efficacy  in  thofe  deplorable  maladies,  feveral  per- 
fons  being  cured  by  it  whofe  diforders  were  both  violent  and 
of  long  (landing. ■ Stork. 

An  ointment  made  of  the  leaves  is  cooling  and  repelling. 


THORN.  Goat’s. 

JJlragalus  T ragacantba,  17.  4.  ' 

Root  : woody,  tough,  long,  and  hung  with  a few  fmall 
fibres. 

Stem:  fhrubby,  fpreading,  and  divided  into  numerous 
branches ; it  is  of  a tough  fubllance,  covered  with  a rough  whit- 
ifli  bark,  and  two  or  three  feet  high. 

Leaves  : winged  ; they  are  long,  narrow,  and  compofed  of 
feveral  pair  of  fmall  lobes,  fet  on  a ftift  pointed  middle  rib, 
which  after  their  falling  off  becomes  a white  thorn. 

Flowers  : 
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F lowers  : produced  in  clutters  at  the  tops  of  the  branchesj 
they  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup:  a tubular  leaf,  cut  into  five  fmall  teeth  at 
the  margin. 

Blossom:  butterfly-fhaped  ; the  ftandard,  or  upper  petal, 
is  longer  than  the  reft,  refledied  on  the  fides,  and  notched  at 
the  end ; the  wings,  or  fide  petals,  are  Ihorter  than  the  ftan- 
dard, and  the  keel,  or  lowermoft  of  all,  is  notched  at  the  end. 

Chives:  ten  5 nine  of  them  are  united  at  the  bafe,  and  the 
tenth  is  fingle ; they  are  almoft  ftraight,  and  have  roundilht 
tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  longilh,  the  lhaft  awl-lhaped, 
and  the  fummit  blunt. 

Seed-vessel  : a longilh  pod,  or  Ihell. 

Seeds  : fmall,  and  kidney-lhaped. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft>  but  we  have  it  in  fome  of  our  gar- 
dens. 

A gum,  known  in  the  Ihops  by  the  name  of  Gum  Dragon 
or  Tragacanth,  is  the  produce  of  this  little  Ihrub,  and  fweats 
out  from  the  bottom  of  the  Item  during  the  heats  of  fummer. 
This  gum  differs  from  all  others  in  giving  a thick  confiftence 
to  a much  larger  quantity  of  water,  and  diffolving  harder.  Ic 
is  good  in  tickling  coughs,  arifing  from  Iharp  acrid  humours, 
and  againft  the  ftranguary  and  heat  of  urine,  but  it  is  far  from 
being  a pleafanc  medicine. 


THOROUGH  WAX, 

Beupleurum  Rotundifollum , 5.  a. 

Root  : annual,  long,  (lender,  of  a hard  fubftance,  white, 
and  fibrous. 

Stem:  round,  upright,  firm,  branched,  and  two  or  three 
feet  high. 

Leaves:  produced  fingly  at  confiderable  diftances  from, 
each  01  her,  and  the  ftem  runs  through  them;  they  are  of  a 
roundilh  figure  and  of  a firm  fubftance,  entire  at  the  edges,  and 
of  a beautiful  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  in  naked  rundles  j 
they  arp  fmall  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  exceedingly  minute. 

N9  XIII.  M in  m 


Blossom  ti 


450  FAMILY  HERBAL. 

Blossom*  compofed  of  five  very  fhort  petals,  rolled  in- 
wards. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  fimple,  and  have  roundilh  tips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  placed  beneath  the  bloflom,  and 
is  terminated  by  two  fmall  reflected  fhafts  with  minute  fum- 
mits. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : two  after  each  flower;  they  are  of  an  oblong  form, 
convex,  and  fcored  on  the  one  fide,  but  flat  on  the  other. 

It  is  found  in  corn-fields  and  other  cultivated  places,  but 
pot  common,  and  produces  its  bloflbmsin  July. 

Country  people  make  ufe  of  the  leaves  externally  againft 
wounds  and  bruifes,  and  give  the  feeds  inwardly  to  prevent  the 
bad  effe&s  of  internal  hurts. 


TOBACCO. 

Nicotiana  Tabatam , 5.  I. 

Root:  annual,  long,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : robuft,  round,  hairy,  branched,  and  two  or  three 
feet  high. 

Leaves:  numerous,  very  large,  of  an  oblong  form,  pointed 
at  the  end,  entire  at  the  fides,  of  a dulky  green  colour,  and 
clammy  to  the  touch. 

Flowers:  numerous,  large,  and  of  a reddilh  colour ; they 
terminate  the  ftem  and  branches,  and  make  a pretty  appear- 
ance at  a diftance. 

Flower-cup  : divided  into  five  fhort  fegments. 

Blossom:  a Angle  funnel-fhaped  petal,  the  tube  of  which 
exceeds  the  cup  in  length,  and  the  border  is  notched  at  the 
end,  and  plaited. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  terminated  by  ob- 
long tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  the  fliaft  thread- 
Ihaped,  and  the  fummit  notched  at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel  : an  egg-lhaped  capfule,  marked  with  a fmall 
hollow  line  on  each  fide,  and  divided  within  into  two  cells. 

Ssbds  ; numerous,  fmall,  and  of  a roundilh  figure. 


It 
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It  is  a native  of  the  Weft  Indies,  but  we  raife  it  in  our  gar- 
dens, and  when  it  is  Town  on  a hot-bed  early  in  the  fpring  it 
arrives  at  a tolerable  degree  of  perfettion.  ; . 

A flight  infufion  of  the  frefh  gathered  leaves  vomits,  and  that 
very  roughly,  but  for  conftitutions  that  can  bear  it,  it  is  a good 
medicine  for  rheumatic  pains ; anointment  made  of  them,  with 
hog’s  lard,  is  good  for  the  piles  when  they  get  painful  and  are 
inflamed.  The  diftilled  oil  is  fometimes  dropped  on  cotton, 
and  applied  to  aching  teeth,  and  it  feldom  fails  to  give  a tem- 
porary relief.  The  powdered  leaves,  or  a deco&ion  of  them, 
kills  lice,  and  other  vermin.  The  fmoke  of  tobacco  injed- 
ed  in  the  manner  of  a glyfter,  is  of  Angular  efficacy  in  obfti- 
nate  ftoppages  of  the  bowels,  for  deftroying  thofefmall  worms 
called  afearides,  and  for  the  recovery  of  perfons  apparently 
drowned.  A conftant  chewing,  or  fmoaking  of  tobacco,  hurts 
the  appetite,  by  depriving  the  conftitution  of  too  muchyit/wtf, 
but  though  it  is  improper  for  lean,  dry,  hedtic  people,  it  may 
be  ufeful  to  the  more  grofs,  and  to  fuch  as  are  fubjedt  to  cold 

difeafes.  , , 

Snuff  is  feldom  produdlive  of  any  bad  effedls,  unlefs  it  be 
fwallowed,  but  it  fhould  not  be  ufed  by  fuch  as  are  inclined 
to  an  apoplexy. 


tormentil. 

SEPTFOIL. 

Potentilla  Tbrmentilla,  13.  J. 

Root  : perennial,  large,  thick,  of  an  irregular  figure,  brown- 
ifli  on  theoutfide,  red  within,  and  hung  with  numerous  fibres. 

Stems:  numerous,  long,  flender,  hairy,  and  of  a reddifh 
colour;  they  frequently  lie  partly  along  the  ground,  and  the 
other  part  Hands  eredl  to  the  height  of  five  or  fix  inches. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  are  compofed  of  three,  four, 
five,  fix,  or  feven  oblong  lobes,  notched  on  the  edges,  of  a dark 

green  colour,  and  a little  hairy. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  branches  10  confiderable  num- 
bers; they  are  fmall,  but  of  a bright  and  beautiful  yellow  co- 

Flower-cup:  a fingle  leaf,  divided  into  ten  fegmenti, 
which  are  alternately  {mailer  and  refledled. 

Mm  m2  Blojsows 
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Blossom  : compofed  of  five  roundifh  petals,  which  are  at- 
tached to  the  cup  by  the  claws. 

Chives:  about  twenty;  they  are  awl.  lhaped,  fhorter  than 
the  petals,  fixed  to  the  cup,  and  terminated  by  crefcent-lhaped 
tips. 

Pointals:  the  feed-buds  are  very  numerous,  fmall,  and 
collefted  into  a roundilh  knob,  the  fhafcs  rife  from  their  Tides, 
and  fupport  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel;  wanting. 

Seeds  : numerous,  fmall,  and  tapering. 

It  is  common  in  moors,  barren  paftures,  and  lhady  places, 
and  flowers  from  June  till  the  latter  end  of  September. 

The  roots  are  amongft  the  firft  rank  of  vegetable  aftringents 
and  as  fuch  they  have  a place  in  the  modern  practice  ofphyfic! 
Fanners  find  them  very  efficacious  jn  the  dyfenteries  or  fluxes 
of  cattle.  Withering. 

It  is  an  excellent  aftringent,  the  roots  poflefs  the  greateft  vir- 
tues, and  may  be  given  either  in  powder  or  decoftion  ; in  the 
firfl:  method  twelve  grains  is  a fufficient  dofe  ; in  the  latter  an 
ounce  and  half  may  be  put  into  three  pints  of  water,  and  boil-  - 
ed  till  it  comes  to  a quart,  of  which  a quarter  of  a pint  may  be 
taken  three  or  four  times  a day.  It  is  likewife  a cordial  and 
ludonfic,  and  therefore  excellently  adapted  for  feveriffi  com- 
plaints .attended  with  purgings.  It  is  at  all  times  a good  me- 
dicine in  the  fmall  pox,  but  when  a purging  comes  on  impro- 
perly in  that  diforder,  nothing  excels  it.  Hill. 

The  root  in  powder  is  good  for  thofe  that  fpit  blood,  alfo 

againft  the  bleeding  piles,  bloody  Pools,  and  immoderate 
menfes.  '■  1 


TURMERIC. 

Curcuma  Longa,  i,  i. 

Root:  perennial,  tuberous,  and  creeping;  it  is  of  the  thick- 
tiefs  of  a man  s finger,  frequently  knotted  and  jointed,  it  runs 
juft  under  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and  is  furniffied  with  3 
great  number  of  fibres,  which  proceed  from  the  joints. 

Leaves:  proceeding  from  the  joint*  of  the  roots;  they  are 
fix  or  feven  inches  long,  about  half  as  broad  in  the  middle, 

pointed 
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pointed  at  both  ends,  entire  at  the  edges,  of  a firm  texture,  and 
a bright  green  colour. 

Stems:  fupporting  only  flowers  and  floral  leaves;  they  rife 
at  h diftance  from  the  leaves,  and  are  round,  tender,  juicy, 
about  the  thicknefs  of  a goofe  quill,  and  nearly  a foot  high. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  Items  in  fhort  thick  fpikes ; they 
are  of  a reddilh  colour,  and  intermixed  with  a great  number  of 
little  filmy  leaves,  which  are  green  at  Aril,  but  afterwards  of  a 
fne  yellow,  or  orange  colour. 

.Flower- cup:  very  minute. 

Blossom  : a Angle  petal  with  a narrow  tube,  the  border  of 
which  is  divided  into  three  final!  pointed  fegments,  with  a wide 
gap  betwixt  two  of  them,  which  is  filled  up  by  a one  leaved, 
egg-lhaped,  honey. cup,  larger  than  the  divifions  of  the  blof- 
fom. 

Chives:  five;  but  four  of  them  are  imperfect,  the  fifth  is 
broad,  flat,  cloven  at  the  top,  and  adjoined  to  a broadilh  tip. 

Pointal:  the  leed-bud  is  placed  beneath  the  bloflom,  and 
of  a roundifh  form,  the  ihaft  Ample,  and  terminated  by  a 
hooked  fummit. 

Seed-vessel  : a roundifh  capfule,  divided  into  three  cells. 

Seeds  : very  numerous  and  fmall. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eall  Indies,  and  from  thence  our  (hops 
are  fupplied  with  the  roots. 

Thefe  are  of  a flight  aromatic,  but  not  very  agreeable  fmell, 
and  a warmifh  bitter  talk,  they  are  ufed  very  much  in  the  coun- 
tries where  the  plant  is  a native,  both  for  the  colouring  and 
feafoning  of  food,  and  as  a medicine  they  are  one  of  the  mod 
effectual  remedies  known  in  obitruCtions  of  the  vifcera  and 
mefi-ntery,  and  of  the  menfes,  alfo  in  difficulties  of  urine,  and 
affections  of  the  kidneys,  they  are  efteemed  by  many  as  a fpe- 
cific  in  the  jaundice,  the  dofe  in  fubftance  is  from  a fcruple  to 
a dram,  and  three  or  four  times  as  jnucfi  in  a decoCtion  or  in- 
fuiion. 


T U R P E T H. 

Convolvinlus  turf  et hum,  5.  1% 

Root  : perennial,  long,  creeping,  and  Abrous. 

Stem:  fquare,  twining,  and  running  to  the  length  of  ten  or 
twelve  feet. 

Leaves: 
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Leaves  : numerous,  heart-fhaped,  and  rather  angular,  they 
are  fupported  on  fhort  leaf-ftalks,  and  their  colour  is  a darkilh 
green. 

Flowers;  fupported  on  longilh  leaf-ftalks,  feveral  of  them 
together,  they  are  large  and  white. 

Flower-cup;  divided  into  five  fmall,  egg-fhaped,  feg- 
jnents. 

Blossom  : a fingle  bell-fhaped  petal,  very  large,  plaited, 
and  obicurely  divided  into  five  lobes. 

Chives;  five;  they  are  awl-fhaped,  half  as  long  as  the  blof- 
fom,  and  terminated  by  egg-lhaped,  comprefied  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  the  lhaft  ftender,  and 
furnilhed  with  two  oblong,  broadifh  fummits. 

Seed-vessel  ; a roundilh  capfule,  involved  in  the  cup,  and 
divided  into  two  cells. 

Seeds:  two  in  each  cell ; they  are  of  an  oblong  figure,  and 
broadifh. 

It  is  a native  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  from  thence  the  bark  of 
the  root  is  fent  to  us  in  a dried  ftate.  This  given  in  a proper 
dofe  is  a brilk  and  efficacious  purge,  but  is  now  feldom  employ- 
ed for  that  purpofe. 


TUTSAN. 

PARK  LEAVES. 

Hypericum  Androf^mum,  18.4. 

Root:  perennial,  long,  divided,  and  of  a hard  woody  fub- 
ftance. 

Stems  ; numerous,  firm,  hard,  edged,  a little  branched,  and 
two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  placed  in  pairs,  they  are  large,  of  an  oval  form, 
entire  on  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  item  in  clufters ; they  are  large 
and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  divided  into  five  egg-fhaped,  concave  feg- 
ments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  oblong,  obtufe,  petals. 

Chives  : numerous,  ftender,  connefted  at  the  bafe  into  tw« 
or  three  fets,  and  terminated  by  fmall  tips. 

4 


Pointal : 
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Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  and  fupports  generally 
three  flender  fhafts,  with  fimple  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  capfule,  with  as  many  cells  as 
there  are  fhafts. 

Seeds:  feveral,  and  of  an  oblong  figure. 

The  leaves  are  an  excellent  application  to  green  wounds, 
they  are  to  be  bound  clofely  upon  them,  and  they  Hop  the 
bleeding,  and  perform  a fpeedy  cure.  Many  other  plants  are 
celebrated  for  this  property,  but  the  effedt  of  this  is  truly  won- 
derful. 


twiblade. 

TWABLADE. 

Opbrys  ovata , ao.  i» 

Root:  perennial;  it  confifts  of  a fmall  bulb,  with  feveral 
longilh  fibres,  proceeding  from  the  bafe  of  it. 

Stem:  obfcurely  angular,  eredt,  of  a tender  fubftance,  not 
branched,  and  about  a foot  high. 

Leaves  : large,  oval,  very  broad,  entire  at  the  edges,  marked 
on  the  under  furface  with  fix  or  feven  longitudinal  ribs,  and  of 
a dark  green  colour,  there  is  but  two  of  them  on  each  Hem. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  a long  fpike  ; they  are  of 
a pale  greenifli  colour,  a-.id  not  very  large. 

Flower-cup  : wanting,  but  there  are  a few  filmy  fheaths 
fcattered  among  the  flowers. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  oblong  petals,  and  a honey  cup 
which  is  larger  than  them,  and  hangs  down  with  a flight  keel 
behind. 

Chives:  two';  they  are  very  fliort,  fixed  to  the  pointal,  and 
terminated  by  upright  tips,  covered  with  the  inner  edge  of  the 
honey-cup. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  placed  below  the  bloflom,  of  an 
oblong  form,  and  twifled,  the  fhaft  is  fixed  to  the  inner  edge  of 
the  honey-cup,  and  the  fummit  is  imperfedt. 

Seed-vessel:  a three-edged,  obtufc,  capfule. 

Seeds  numerous,  refembing  faw-duft. 


It 
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]t  is  common  in  damp  meadows;  and  flowers  in  June.  *. 

A ftrong  infufion  of  the  frelh  roots  is  good  againA  the  bleed- 
ing of  the  piles,  and  the  exprefled  juice  is  recommended  to  be 
outwardly  applied  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Hill. 


TOLU  BALSA  M.  Tree.  , 

Toluifera , Balfamum , io.  i. 

Root  t woody. 

Stem:  fhrubby,  divided  into  numerous  branches,  covered 
Vvith  a reddifh  bark,  and  twenty  feet  high. 

Leaves:  numerous,  long,  {lender,  and  of  a dark  green  co- 
lour. 

Flowers:  fmall  and  inconfiderable. 

f lower-cup:  a Angle  bell-lhaped  leaf,  cut  into  five  fmall 
teeth  at  the  margin. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  petals,  four  of  which  are  equal,  ' 
the  fifth  twice  as  large,  and  inverfely  heart-fhaped. 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  very  ftiort,  and  fupport  longilh  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  oblong,  the  fhaft  wanting,  and 
the  fummir  fharply  pointed. 

Seed-vessel:  fmall,  refembling  a cone,  and  of  a hard  fub- 
Itance. 

Seeds:  but  few. 

The  fubflance  called  in  the  {hops  Balfam  ofTolu,  is  the  pro- 
duce of  this  ihrub,  the  natives  of  the  parts  where  it  grows 
wound  the  trunk  in  hot  feafons,  and  this  liquid  refin  flows  out, 
which  they  put  up  into  {hells  for  exportation. 

It  is  excellent  in  coughs,  hoarfenefles,  confumptions,  and  all 
diforders  of  the  brealtand  lungs,  and  is  belt  taken  in  pills,  which 
it  may  be  eafily  made  into  by  adding  any  dry  fubltance  till  it 
comes  to  a proper  confidence. 

I 


TUMSOLE; 
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TUR  NSOLE. 

T 

Heliotropium  Europaum > 5.1* 

Root  : perennial,  long,  thick,  of  a hard  fubftance,  and 
bung  with  many  fibres. 

Stem  : upright,  hairy  on  the  furface,  hollow,  divided  into 
numerous  branches,  and  about  a foot  high. 

Leaves:  fcattered,  fupported  on  longifh  leaf-ftalks,  of  aft 
oblong  form,  broad,  obtufely  pointed,  entire  at  the  edges,  and 
Of  a pale  green  colour. 

Flowers;  terminating  the  branches  in  long  (lender  (pikes, 
intermixed  with  fm all  woolly,  liorai  leaves;  they  are  fmall  and 
white,  and  the  fpikes  turn  back  at  the  ends. 

Flower-cup:  a fingle  tubular  leaf,  cut  into  fiye  fmall 
teeth  at  the  margin. 

Blossom  ; a fingle  petal,  with  a (hort  tube,  and  a flatbor™ 
der,  divided  into  five  fmall  obtufe  legments,  alternately  fmaller 
and  (harper. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  Very  fhort,  and  fupport  fmall. 
covered  tips. 

Pointals:  the  feed-buds  are  four  in  number,  the  (haft 
(lender,  and  the  fummit  notched  at  the  end. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : four  after  each  flower;  they  are  egg-(haped>  point™ 
ed,  and  contained  in  the  bofom  of  the  cup. 

It  is  a native  of  the  warmer  parts  of  Europe,  and  flowers  in 
June. 

An  infufion  of  the  leaves  and  young  tops,  taken  in  large 
quantities,  operates  by  urine,  and  is  good  againft  the  gravel. 
The  juice  outwardly  applied  takes  away  warts.  Bill* 


VALERIAN. 

Valeriana  Officinalis , 3.1. 

Root:  perennial ; it  confifts  of  a vaft  number  of  longilK 
fib  res,  conneSed  to  a little  head. 

N°.  XIU.  N n ft 


Leaves  t 
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Leaves  : thofe  that  proceed  immediately  from  the  root  are 
fupported  on  (lender  leaf-ftalks,  and  confid  of  five  or  fix  pair 
of  lobes  or  wings,  of  an  oblong  form,  (lightly  notched  at  the 
edges,  hairy  on  the  furface,  and  of  a dulky  green  colour. 

Stem:  firm,  upright,  fcored,  branched,  and  two  or  three 
feet  high;  the  leaves  which  grow  upon  it  refemble  thofe  from 
the  root,  but  the  lobes  are  more  numerous,  and  (harper  pointed 

Flowers:  terminating  the  ftem  in  a large  tuft,  but  feparate- 

ly  confidered,  they  are  fmall ; their  colour  is  generally  white 
but  fometimes  they  have  a (light  tinge  of  fle(h  colour. 

Flower-cup  : wanting,  or  it  is  only  a fmall  rim  placed  be- 
neath the 

Blossom  : which  confifts  of  a Angle  petal,  with  a bellying 
tube,  and  a border  divided  into  five  blunt  fegments. 

,C/!IY.ES:  thrfej  they  are  awl-ihaped,  upright,  aslongas 
the  bloffom,  and  terminated  by  roundiffi  tips. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  placed  beneath  the  bloffom,  the 
(haft  is  (lender,  and  the  fummit  thick. 

, EE°'VESSEL : a hard  fubdance,  which  does  not  open,  but 
falls  off  feed  and  all  together. 

Seed  : folitary,  and  of  an  oblong  form. 


It  is  found  on  dry  heaths  and  in  high  padures  ; there  is  an- 
other variety  found  very  frequent  about  rivulets,  and  in  marlhy 
places,  but  this  poffeffes  only  a fmall  lhare  of  the  virtues  belong- 
ing to  the  other. 

The  roots  of  valerian  have  a drong,  and,  to  mod  people,  a 
difagreeable  fmell,  to  the  tafte  they  are  warm,  bitter,  and  a 
little  acrid.  There  is  no  doubt  but  it  poffeffes  antifpafmodic 
Virtues  in  a very  eminent  degree.  It  is  often  given  with  ad- 
vantage in  hyfterical  cafes,  and  there  are inftances  cfits  having 
effeded  cures  in  obftinate  epileptic  cafes.  In  habitual  coftive- 
ne(s,  it  is  an  excellent  medicine,  and  will  frequently  loofen  the 

bowels,  when  other  purgatives  have  proved  ineffectual.  Wither- 
ing. 

. I£  19  excellent  againd  nervous  affedions  in  general,  fuch  as 
inveterate  head-achs,  trembling,  palpitations  of  the  heart,  va- 
pours, and  hyfteric  complaints.  There  is  a tindure  made  from 
it  and  kept  in  the  (hops,  but  it  is  mod  efficacious  in  fubdance, 
and  may  be  taken  from  half  a dram  to  two  drams  for  a dofe 
three  or  four  times  a day. 


vervain. 
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VERVAIN. 


Verbena  Officinalis,  3.  I. 

Root  perennial,  and  compofed  of  many  Ihort,  but  thick- 
ifh  fibres,  connected  to  a fmall  oblong  head. 

Stems  firm,  upright,  of  a tough  confidence,  angular, 
branched,  and  about  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  placed  in  pairs;  they  are  oblong,  moderately 
broad,  deeply  cut  and  jagged  on  the  edges,  andobtufely  point- 
ed. 

Flowers  : terminating  the  ftem  and  branches  in  long,  (len- 
der fpikes : they  are  fmall,  and  of  a pale  colour,  fometimes  they 
axe  tinged  with  blue  or  purple,  and  fometimes  they  are  quite 
white. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  a Angle  tubular,  and  angular 
leaf,  divided  at  the  mouth  into  five  fhort  teeth,  the  fifth  of 
which  is  lopped  at  the  end.  _ 

Blossom:  a Angle  unequal  petal,  with  a ftraight  cylindric 
tube,  the  length  of  the  cup,  but  bent  afterwards.  The  bor- 
der is  divided  into  five  rounded  fegments. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  convalved  within  the  tube  of  the 
bloflom,  and  two  of  them  are  fhorter  than  the  others,  which 
circumftance  ought  to  have  placed  the  plant  in  the  fourteenth 
clafs;  the  tips  are  crooked. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  four  cornered,  the  ihaft  Ample, 
fender,  as  long  as  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  an  obtufe  fum- 

mit.  . , 

Seed-vessel  : almoft  imperceptible,  or  entirely  wanting. 

Seeds:  four;  they  are  of  an  oblong  form,  and  contained  in 
the  bofom  of  the  flower-cup. 


It  is  frequent  by  road  fides,  and  flowers  in  June. 

This  is  a plant  of  confiderable  virtues,  though  but  little  re- 
garded. It  is  good  in  nervous  diforders,  and  few  things  are 
better  againlt  inveterate  head-achs,  for  which  purpofe  it  is  beft 
taken  in  powder,  about  a fcruple  for  a dofe,  and  the  ufe  of  it 
continued  for  feme  time.  _ " _ 

The  juice  boiled  to  afyrup  with  honey  is  excellent  in  coughs 
and  other  diforders  of  the  breaft,  and  a flrong  infufion  of  the 
leaves  is  good  againft  obftruftions  of  the  vifeera,  particularly 


the  fpleen. 


VINE. 
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VINE.  Tree. 

Fit  is  vinifera,  5. 1, 

Root  j woody,  divided,  and  fpreading  to  a confiderable  dif- 
tance. 

Stem:  woody,  covered  with  a rough  brown  bark,  divided 
into  numerous  very  long  ftragaling  branches,  which  are  too 
Weak  to  fupport  themfelves  without  afliftance. 

Leaves:  numerous,  large,  and  very  beautiful;  they  are  of 
aroundilh  figure,  but  deeply  divided  into  five  or  more  lobes, 
which  are  ftiarp  pointed,  notched  at  the  edges,  and  make  the 
leaves  appear  angular,  they  are  Tupponed  on  longilh  leaf-ftalks, 
and  from  the  bafe  of  thefe  there  frequently  rifes  long,  and  very 
robuft  tendrils  or  wires,  which  lay  hold  of  any  thing  that  hap- 
pens to  be  in  their  way,  and  thus  keep  the  branches  from  trail- 
ing on  the  ground. 

Flowers  ; produced  in  cl ufters  on  longilh  leaf-ftalks,  which' 
rife  together  with  the  leaf-ftalks  and  tendrils ; they  are  fmall 
and  of  a greenilh  orwhitifh  colour. 

Flower- cup:  cut  into  five  very  fmall  teeth. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  petals. 

Chives:  fivej  they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  terminated  by 
limple  fummits. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-lhaped,  the  lhaft  wanting, 
and  the  fummit  obtufe. 

Seed-vessel  : a large  round  juicy  berry. 

Seeds  : five;  they  are  moderately  large,  and  of  a hard  bony 
Jubilance. 

The  dried  fruit,  as  it  comes  to  us  from  abroad  under  the 
name  of  rafins,  and  currants  is  good  in  coughs,  confumptions, 
and  other  diforders  of  the  breaft. 

Wine  is  a product  of  the  grape,  and  of  this  there  are  feveral 
kinds  ufed  in  medicine,  the  chief  of  which  are  the  mountain, 
the  French  white  wine,  madera  wine,  and  red  port,  thefe  are 
valuable  cordials,  in  languors  or  debilities,  more  grateful  and 
reviving  than  the  qopimon  aromatic  waters  and  infufions,  and 
particularly  ufeful  in  the  low  ftage  of  putrid  malignant  fevers, 
for  raifing  the  pulfe,  fupporting  the  vital  heat,  promoting  per- 
fpiratior^  and  refilling  putrefaction ; ufed  dietically,  the/  are 
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of  fervice  to  the  aged,  the  weak,  and  relaxed,  and  to  thole 
who  are  much  expofed  to  a warm,  moift,  or  corrupted  air,  but 
in  oppofite  circumftances,  they  are  improper,  and,  ufed  to  ex- 
cefs,  highly  prejudicial. 

Vinegar,  fpirits  of  wine,  and  the  very  bell  kinds  of  brandy, 
are  likewife  obtained  by  different  procelTes  from  this  fruit,  and 
the  fubllance  called  tartar  (of  which  the  cream  of  tartar,  fo  well 
known  as  a gentle  purgative,  is  made)  is  only  a fait  of  the 
grape,  which  flicks  to  the  wine  calks,  fo  that  few  vegetables 
furnilh  us  with  fo  great  a number  of  medicines  as  the  vine. 


VIOLET. 


Viola  Odorata,  19.  6. 

Foots  perennial ; jt  is  long,  (lender,  crooked,  and  fibrous. 

Leaves  : numerous,  they  are  fupported  on  long  (lender  leaf- 
flalks,  and  are  of  a roundilh  figure,  heart  lhaped  at  the  bale, 
flightly  notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a dark  green  colour,  fe- 
veral  (lender,  creeping  Hems  or  wires  rife  from  among  them, 
\vhich  take  root  at  the  joints,  and  fo  propagate  the  plant. 

Flowers:  fupported  fingly  on  long,  (lender,  fruit-ftalks, 
which  rife  immediately  from  the  root ; they  are  large,  of  a 
beautiful  deep  blue  or  purple  colour,  and  extremely  fragrant. 

Flower-  pup:  formed  of  five  oblong  pointed  leaves,  blunt 
at  the  baft,  and  fixed  near  the  middle  ; they  are  equal  in  fize, 
but  irregularly  difpoled.  The  two  uppermoft  fupport  the  up- 
per petal,  each  of  the  fide  petals  are  fupported  by  a fingle  one, 
and  the  other  fupports  the  two  lowermoft  petals. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  five  irregular  unequal  petals ; the 
uppermoft  is  ftraight,  faces  downwards,  is  broader  and  more  ob- 
tufe  than  the  others,  and  terminates  at  the  bafe  in  a blunt  ho- 
ney-cup, which  projetls  between  the  leaves  of  the  cup;  tfie 
two  fide  petals  are  oppofite,  ftraight,  and  obtufeat  the  ends  ; 
the  two  lowermoft  larger  and  reflefled  upwards. 

Chives:  five;  they  are  very  fmall,  and  the  two  that  are  fi- 
tuated  next  the  uppermoft  petal,  have  little  appendages  attached 
to  them  near  the  bafe.  The  tips  are  united  into  a cylindric  bo- 
dy, and  have  membranes  at  the  end. 


Pointal  t 
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Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundilh,  the  /haft  /lender  ex- 
tended  beyond  the  tips  of  the  chives,  and  terminated  by  an 
oblique  fumrmt. 

Seed-vessel:  a blunt,  egg-lhaped,  three-edged  capfule. 

Seeds:  feveral  ; they  are  egg-fhaped,  and  furnilbed  with 
appendages. 

It  is  common  on  warm  banks,  and  produces  its  blofToms  in 
•March  and  April. 

. The  flowe.rs  and  feeds  are  mild  laxatives,  and  the  root  taken 

^ p,ovvder»  ln  dofcs  of  a dram  or  two,  purges  and  vomits. 
M it  foering . 

The  flowers  are  cooling,  emmolient,  and  gently  purgative, 
but  they  lofe  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  virtues  in  drying,  and 
as  they  can  only  be  had  frefb  in  the  fpring,  the  bell  method  of 
. ng  them  is  in  form  of  a fyrup,  which,  when  carefully  made, 
is  very  pleafant,  and  contains  all  the  virtues  of  the  flower.  It 
is  excellent,  mixed  with  a fmall  quantity  of  oil,  to  keep  the 
bowels  of  children  gently  open,  and  may  likewife  be  given  with 
great  fuccefs  againll  habitual  coflivenefs  in  grown  people  ; it 
is  alfo  good  in  coughs,  hoarfenefles,  and  other  diforders  of  the 
bread.  The  feeds,  dried  and  powdered,  work  gently  by  flool, 
increafe  the  urinary  difcharge,  and  are  excellent  in  the  gravel, 
and  all  complaints  of  the  kidneys  and  bladder.  The  leaves 
are  emmolient,  a decoflion  of  them  is  frequently  an  ingredient 
in  glyfters,  for  foftening  and  lubricating  the  bowels. 


WALNUT.  Trek. 

Juglans  Regia,  so.  8. 

Root  : woody. 

Stem  : tree-like,  covered  with  a greyifh  bark,  divided  at  a 
good  diftance  from  the  ground  into  numerous  fpreaaing 
branches,  and  thirty  or  forty  feet  high. 

Leaves  : winged ; they  are  large,  and  confift  of  feveral  pair 
of  lobes  attached  to  the  fides  of  a middle  rib,  and  terminated 
by  an  odd  one ; the  form  of  them  is  oval,  they  are  /lightly 
notched  at  the  edges,  and  of  a yellowifh  green  colour. 

Flowers  « barren  and  fertile  on  the  fame  plant;  they  are 
fmall  and  inconsiderable. 


Flower- 
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Flower-cup  : of  the  barren  flower,  a loofe  catkin,  com- 
pofed  of  numerous  fmall  fcales,  each  of  which  indofes  a finale 
flower. 

Blossom  : divided  into  fix  equal  flat  fegments. 

Chives:  about  eighteen  ; they  are  very  fhort,  and  fupport 
upright  pointed  tips. 

Flower-cup:  of  the  fertile  flower,  divided  into  four  fmall 
fegments. 

Blossom:  divided  into  five  upright  fharp-pointed  feg- 
ments. 

Pointal:  the  feed- bud  is  large,  of  an  oval  figure,  and  fi  tu- 
rned beneath  the  bloflbm  ; it  fupports  two  very  fhort  fhafts, 
terminated  by  large,  clubbed,  and  reflected  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  very  large;  itconfifts  of  a green  tough  coat 
on  the  outfide,  and  the 

Seed,  which  it  inclofes,  is  a large  oblong  nut,  netted  with 
furrows,  and  incloitng  a large  furrowed  kernel,  divided  into 
four  lobes. 

It  is  a native  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  but  we  have 
it  common  in  our  gardens  and  orchards,  where  it  flowers  early 
in  the  fpring,  and  ripens  its  fruit  in  the  latter  end  of  Septem- 
ber. 

The  bark  of  this  tree  either  taken  in  fubftance,  when  dried 
and  powdered,  or  made  into  a flrong  infufion  and  drank,  vo- 
mits eafily  and  plentifully,  and  the  bitter  (kin  with  which  the 
kernels  are  covered,  is  good  again!!  fluxes.  Hill. 


WHITLOW  GRASS.  Rue  Leaved. 

Saxifraga  Tridafylites,  io.  3. 

Root:  annual  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  round,  branched,  hairy,  of  a red  colour,  and  four  or 
five  inches  high. 

Leaves  : pretty  numerous ; they  are  fmall,  broadeft  at  the 
extremity,  and  divided  into  three  lobes,  or  fegments,  their  co- 
lour is  likewife  reddilh. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  flem  and  branches  in  confider- 
able  numbers;  they  are  white,  and  the  contrail  between  them 
and  the  colour  of  the  leaves  and  Hem,  renders  them  very  con- 
fpicuous,  though  they  are  but  fmall. 

Flower- 
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Flower-cup  : a Tingle  leaf,  divided  into  five  fhort,  point- 
ed  fegments. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  five  fmall  expanding  petals* 

Chives:  ten;  they  are  awl-lhaped,  and  Tupport  roUndiTh 
tips. 

Pointal : the  feed-bud  is  roundifh,  but  tapering,  and  ends 
Jn  two  lhort  (hafts,  with  blunt  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-fhaped  capfule,  ending  in  two  beaks. 

Seeds  : numerous,  and  very  minute* 

It  grows  on  the  roofs  of  houfes*  old  walls,  and  among  rub- 
bilh,  and  flowers  in  April. 

A ftrong  infufion  of  the  whole  plant,  frefh  gathered,  is  an 
excellent  Tweetener  of  the  blood  and  juices,  and  good  again!! 
fcorbutic  complaints  in  general;  and  there  are  not  wanting 
well-attefted  accounts  of  its  having  cured  the  king’s-evil,  when 
the  ufe  of  it  has  been  perffivered  in.  Thofe  who  wifh  to  have 
it  for  ufe  all  the  year,  Ihould  make  a fyrup  of  its  juice  in  the 
Ipring,  or  beat  the  leaves  into  a conferve  with  fugar,  for  the 
dried  plant  lofes  all  its  virtues,  and  it  is  only  to  be  had  frelh  for 
a fliort  fpace  of  time  in  the  fpring. 


WILLOW.  The  White. 

Salix  Alba,  aa.  a. 

Root:  woody  and  fpreading. 

Stem  : tree-like,  covered  with  a rough  whitilh  bark,  divide 
’ed  into  numerous  branches,  and  very  lofty. 

Leaves:  long,  narrow,  pointed,  notched  on  the  edges, and 
downy  on  both  Tides. 

Flowers:  barren  and  fertile  on  diftindt  plants;  they  are 
difpofed  in  catkins,  and  very  inconliderable,  fingly. 

Flower-cup,  of  the  barren  flower,  an  oblong  catkin, 
compofed  of  numerous  fcales,  each  of  which  indofes  a Angle 
flower. 

Blossom  : wanting  ; but  there  is  a fmall  glandular  honey- 
cup  placed  in  the  center  of  the  flower,  containing  a fweetifll 
juice. 

Chives:  two;  they  are  flender,  ftraight,  longer  than  the 
cup,  and  terminated  by  double  tips. 

Flower-cup  : and 

Blossom,  of  the  fertile  flower,  as  above. 


Pointal  '■ 
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Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  egg-fhaped,  and  tapers  into  a 
Ihort  (haft,  which  fupports  two  cloven,  upright,  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  an  egg-fliaped  capfule. 

Seeds:  numerous,  egg-fhaped,  very  fmrill,  arid  crowned 
•with  a hairy  feather. 

It  is  common  iri  woods  and  hedges,  in  moift  fituations,  the 
flowers  appear  early  in  the  fpring. 

In  the  53d  volume  of  the  philofophical  tranfadlions,  page 
19;,  we  have  an  account  given  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  of  the 
great  efficacy  of  thebark  of  this  tree,  in  thecure  of  intermitting 
Fevers.  He  gathered  the  bark  in  fummer,  when  it  was  full  of 
fap  and  having  dried  it  by  a gentle  heat,  gave  a dram  of  it  in 
powder  every  four  hours  betwixt  the  fits. 

While  the  peruvian  bark  remained  at  its  ufual  riiodrirate 
price,  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  feek  for  a fubllitute,  but 
fince  the  confumption  of  that  article  is  become  nearly  equal  to 
the  fupply  of  it,  from  South  America,  we  mull  expett  to  find 
it  dearer,  and  more  adulterated  every  year,  and  confequently 
the  white  Willow  bark  is  likely  to  become  an  objeft  worthy  th6 
attention  of  the  faculty,  and  fhould  its  fuccefs,  upon  a more 
enlarged  fcale  of  pra&ice,  prove  equal  to  Mr.  Stone’s  experi- 
ments, the  world  will  be  much  indebted  to  that  gentleman 
for  his  communication.  lilt  faring . 


WINTER.  Green. 

Pyrola  Rotundifolia . 

Root  : perennial,  long,  flender,  divided  and  furnifhed 
with  numerous  fibres. 

Leaves:  proceeding  immediately  from  the  root;  they 
Hand  on  long,  flender  leaf  flalks,  and  are  of  aroundifh  form,  a 
thick  flefhy  iubllance,  and  of  a dark  green  colour. 

Stem:  fupporiing  flowers  only;  it  is  three-cornered,  up- 
right, and  ten  inches  high. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  flem  in  a fpike ; they  are  large 
and  white. 

f lower-cup  : divided  into  five  fmall,  pointed  fegments. 

Blossom;  compol'ed  of  five  roundifh,  concave,  expanding 
petals. 

N5?.  XIII. 
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Chives:  ten;  they  are  awl-toaped,  toorter  than  the  bloC- 
fom,  and  terminated-  by  large  nodding  tips,  fu  mi  toed  with 
two  horns,  which  point  upwards. 

Pointal:  the  feed-bud  is  roundito,  or  angular;  the  toaft 
thread-lhaped,  and  larger  than  the  chives,  and  the  fummit  ra- 
ther thickifh. 

Seed-vessel:  a roundifh  capfule,  marked  on  the  outfide 
with  five  angles,  and  divided  internally  into  as  many  cells. 

Seeds:  numerous  and  chaffy. 

It  is  found>  toady  woods,  in  the  north  of  England,  but 
not  common  ; theblofloms  appear  in  June. 

The  Germans  ufe  it  in  all  their  wound  drinks,  and  in  many 
of  their  ointments  and  plaifters.  A deception  of  the  leaves 
with  the  addition  of  a little  cinnamon  and  red  wine,  is  good 
againft  immoderate  me"fes,  bloody  ftools,  ulcers  of  the  blad- 
der, and  bloody  urine.  Hill. 


w O A D. 

IJatis,  TinEloria , 15.  2. 

Root  : biennial,  long,  thick,  and  fibrous. 

Stem  : round,  thick,  of  a firm,  hard,  fubrtance,  upright 
branched  towards  the  top,  and  three  or  four  feet  high.  * 

Leaves:  thofe  which  proceed  immediately  from  ihe  root 
are  large,  of  an  oblong  form,  and  fcolloped  on  the  edges,  thofe 
on  the  Item  are  nearly  arrow-toaped,  and  all  of  them  are  of  a 
thick,  fletoy  fubrtance,  and  a blueito  green  colour 

Flowers  : terminating  the  branches  in  great  numbers; 
they  are  fmall  and  yellow. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  four  egg-toaped,  expanding, 
coloured  leaves. 

Blossom:  compofed  of  four  oblong,  obtufe,  expanding  pe- 
tals, gradually  tapering  downwards  into  narrow  claws. 

Chives:  fix;  four  of  which  are  larger  than  the  other  two 
they  are  upright,  as  large  as  the  petals,  and  furnilhed  with  ob- 
long tips. 

Pointal  the  feed-bud  is  of  an  oblong  compretoed  form, 
and  as  long  as  the  two  ihoft  chives,  the  lhaft  is  wanting,  and 
the  lummit  is  a blunt  knob. 

Seed-vessel:  an  oblong  comprefled  pod. 

Sued;  iingle,  egg-toaped,  and  contained  in  the  center  of  the 
pod. 


It 


I 
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It  is  found  wild  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom)  but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  is  a native  or  not. 

The  chief  ufe  of  this  plant  is  among  the  dyers,  but  it  ispof- 
felfed  of  virtues  which  claim  our  regard  for  their  medical  ef- 
fefts.  The  tops  of  the  plant  pofiefs  thofe  in  the  greateft  perfec- 
tion, and  a Itrong  infufion  of  them  is  the  bell  method  of  giving 
them.  This  operates  by  urine,  and  is  excellent  againft  ob- 
Uruttions  of  the  liver  and  fpleen,  but  its  ufe  mull  be  continu- 
ed a confiderable  time. 


WOODROOF. 


WOODROW.  WOODROWEL. 

I 

Jlfperula  odor  at  a,  4. 1. 


Root  : perennial,  and  fibrous. 

Stem:  fquare,  upright,  or  fometimes  trailing,  a little  branch- 
ed, and  about  a foot  high. 

Leaves:  furrounding  the  Hem  in  whorls,  about  eight  in 
each  ; they  are  long,  narrow,  pointed,  fmooth,  and  of  a dark 
green  colour. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  flem  and  branches  in  tufts } 
they  are  fmall  and  white. 

Flower-cup  : fmall,  and  cut  into  four  fhort  teeth. 

Blossom:  a fingie  funnel-lhaped  petal,  with  a long  cylin- 
drical tube,  and  a border  divided  into  four  blunt,  oblong,  re- 
fledted  fegments. 

Chives:  four;  they  are  attached  to  the  top  of  the  tube, 
and  terminated  by  fimpletips. 

Pointal  : the  feed-bud  is  fituated  below  the  bloffom,  and 
is  double,  and  of  a roundilh  figure,  the  lhafc  is  (lender,  cloven 
at  the  top,  and  terminated  by  two  knobbed  fummits. 

Seed-vessel:  compofed  of  two  dry  giobular  berries, 
which  adhere  together,  and  are  covered  with  Hid,  crooked 
hairs. 

Seeds:  folitary,  large,  and  roundilh. 


It  grows  in  woods  and  other  fhady  places,  and  flowers  in  May, 
A Itrong  decottion  of  the  green  herb  opens  obltrudtion*  of 
the  vifcera,  and  is  good  in  the  jaundice,  it  likewife  ftrength- 
ens  the  ftomach. 


i 
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WORMSEED. 


Artemifa  Santonica,  19.  a. 

Root  : perennial,  and  fibrous. 

Stems:  numerous,  upright,  of  a firm  woody  fubftance, 
branched,  and  two  feet  high. 

Leaves:  numerous;  they  are  large,  and  divided  in  a wing- 
ed manner  into  a multitude  of  fine  fegments ; they  are  of  a pale 
green  on  the  upper  fide,  and  a filvery  white  below. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  in  loofe  reflected  fpikes; 
they  are  fmall,  of  a brownilh  colour,  and  of  the  compound 
kind. 

Flower-cup:  formed  of  feveral  roundilh  converging  fcales. 

Blossom  : compofed  of  feveral  tubular  florets,  which  in  the 
center  of  the  flower  contain  both  chives  and  pointals,  but  on 
the  outfide,  pointals  only,  and  thefe  lalt  are  almofl  deftitute  of 
petals. 

Chives  : five;  they  are  flender,  fhort,  and  terminated  by 
tips  which  are  united  into  a hollow  cylindric  body,  marked  at 
the  top  with  five  fmall  teeth. 

Pointals  : the  feed-buds  are  fmall,  thelhafts  very  flender, 
and  the  fummits  divided  and  refledted. 

Seed-vessel:  wanting. 

Seeds  : folitary  and  naked. 

r.  m:  - 

Jt  is  a native  of  the  Eaft,  and  from  thence  our  druggifts  are 
fupplied  with  the  feed  which  are  frequently  mixed  with  the  un- 
ripe flowers;  they  are  an  excellent  medicine  againft  worms, 
and  are  bell  given  in  treacle,  after  reducing  them  to  powder. 
An  infufion  of  them  is  a good  ftomachic  medicine,  and  may  be 
$jfed  in  all  safes  where  hitters  are  likely  to  be  of  fervice. 


WORM  W t)  O D.  Common. 

Arfemija  Ahftiifoium , 19.  aT 

Root  : perennial,  long,  and  fibrous. 

Stems  : numerous,  roundifh,  of  a firm  woody  fubftance, 
fcored  on  the  fmface,  divided  into  many  branches,  and  about 
a yard  high. 


Leaves: 
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Leaves:  large,  and  compofed  of  numerous  fegments,  co- 
vered with  a cottony  matter  on  both  fides,  green  above,  but 
white  and  Ihining  on  the  lower  furface. 

Flowers:  terminating  the  Item  and  branches  in  longifh 
fpikes ; they  are  fmall,  of  a brownifh  white  colour,  and  turn 
downwards. 

The  parts  of  which  the  flower  is  compofed,  fo  nearly  refem- 
ble  thofe  of  the  laft  defcribed  fpecies,  as  to  render  an  enumera- 
tion of  them  unneceflary  in  this  place. 

It  is  common  by  road  fides,  in  dry  paflures,  and  in  rocky 
places,  or  among  rubbilh,  and  flowers  in  Auguft. 

The  leaves  and  flovyers  are  bitter  in  a very  high  degree,  and 
the  roots  are  warm  and  aromatic.  In  diftilling  this  plant  a con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  eflential  oil  comes  over  with  the  water, 
and  this  oil  is  ufed  both  externally  and  inwardly  to  deftroy 
worms.  The  leaves  refill:  putrefattion,  and  are  therefore  fre- 
quently employed  in  fomentations  for  that  purpofe.  A weak 
infufion  of  them  is  a good  ftomachic  medicine,  and  with  the 
addition  of  the  fait  which  is  procured  from  the  burnt  plant,  it 
frequently  adts  as  a powerful  diuretic,  and  has  done  great  fer- 
vice  in  dropfica!  complaints.  Withering , 

A flight  infufion  of  the  tops  of  this  plant  is  excellentfor  moll 
diforders  to  which  the  llomach  is  fubjedt,  in  particular  it  pre- 
vents ficknefs  after  meals  by  promoting  digeftion,  and  creates 
an  appetite,  but  if  made  too  ltrong  it  will  have  a contrary  effedt. 
The  flowers  dried  and  powdered  are  good  to  kill  worms,  and 
they  will  in  general  do  it  more  effectually  than  the  worm-feed, 
they  are  likewife  good  in  agues.  The  exprefled  juice  of  the 
leaves  operates  powerfully  by  urine,  and  is  good  in  the  jaun- 
dice and  dropfy,  but  it  is  infufferably  naufeous.  There  are 
two  other  kinds  of  wormwood  defcribed  and  recommended  by 
jnoft  authors  who  have  written  on  the  virtues  of  plants.  Thefe 
are  the  Roman,  and  the  fea  wormwood,  there  is  however  no 
particular  difference  in  their  virtues,  only  they  are  weaker 
than  the  common.  They  may  all  three  be  ufed  indiferiminate- 
Jy  for  each  other,  and  therefore  a further  account  of  them  is 
unneceflary. 


THE 
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CONTAINING 

DIRECTIONS  FOR  GATHERING  AND  PRESERVING  ALL 
KINDS  OF  ROOTS,  HERBS,  FLOWERS,  AND  SEEDS,  WITH 
THE  METHODS  OF  PREPARING  DISTILLED  WATERS, 
CONSERVES,  SYRUPS,  PILLS,  TINCTURES,  OINTMENTS, 
AND  EVERY  OTHER  NECESSARY  FORM  OF  MEDICINE. 


TT7HOEVER  has  attentively  perufed  the  preceding  pages, 
muft  have  made  the  obfervation  that  the  virtues  of  plants 
are  very  feldom  diffufed  throughout  the  whole  of  their  fub- 
ftance,  but  refide  chiefly  in  certain  parts  of  them  only,  and  con- 
fequently  that  thefe  parts  are  to  be  feletted  for  ufe,  and  the 
others  rejected.  In  moll  cafes,  where  a plant,  or  any  part  of  it, 
is  wanted  for  ufe,  and  can  be  procured  freih,  and  in  a Hate  of 
perfedlion,  it  is  befl:  to  ufe  it  as  foon  as  poflible  after  gathering, 
but  as  this  ftate  is,  in  mod  vegetables,  fo  Ihort  and  fugacious, 
thofe  who  with  to  have  a fupply  of  them  at  all  times  for  medical 
purpofes,  muft  have  recourfe  to  fome  method  of  preferving  them, 
and  as  this  is  a matter  which  very  few  underftand,  in  all  its 
branches,  I (hall,  in  the  few  remaining  pages  of  this  work,  en- 
deavour to  point  out  the  manner  of  doing  it  fo  as  to  retain  as 
much  of  their  eflicacy  as  poflible;  and  in  the  execution  of  this 
talk,  I (hall  purfue  the  method  I have  already  adopted  in  de- 
feribing  the  plants,  beginning  with 

ROOTS, 

Which,  in  the  perennial  ones  are  feldom  dellitute  of  fome  adlive 
quality  or  other,  and  moft  commonly  have  the  greateft  virtues 

of 
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of  any  part  of  the  herb  ; among  thefe  feveral  lofe  all  their  vir- 
tues in  drying,  for  which  reafon  it  would  be  bed  to  keep  fome 
of  them  always  in  the  garden,  that  they  may  be  taken  up  for 
ufe  as  they  happen  to  be  wanted,  of  this  clafs  are  the  black  and 
white  Bryony,  Cuckow  point,  Flowerdeluce,  and  fome  others. 
But  many  retain  the  greated  part  of  their  efficacy  when  care- 
fully dried,  and  fome  are  much  improved  by  the  operation. 

Mod  people  take  up  their  roots  for  medical  p&rpofes  in  Au- 
tumn, but  this  is  a mod  abfurd  and  irrational  pra&ice.  The 
belt  time  for  gathering  them  being  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
Spring,  when  the  leaves  are  jud  going  to  bud,  for  then  they 
are  in  their  greated  vigour,  the  juices  being  rich,  frefh,  and 
full,  and  confequently  their  drength  and  efficacy  is  greated  at 
this  feafon. 

In  the  latter  end  of  February  or  the  beginning  of  March, 
the  places  in  which  the  different  plants  delight  to  grow,  fhould 
be  carefully  fearched,  for  the  iird  buddings  of  the  leaves, 
and  when  the  roots  are  difcovered,  and  taken  up,  they  are 
to  be  cleaned,  and  prepared  for  drying,  in  the  manner  which 
bed  agrees  with  their  feveral  natures. 

Some  are  full  of  a thick,  flimy,  juice,  as  the  fquill,  or  fea- 
onion,  and  many  others  of  that  kind  ; thefe  mult  be  cut  into 
thin  dices,  and  frequently  turned  till  they  are  perfectly  dry, 
for  if  they  are  put  up  before,  they  will  foon  go  mouldy,  and  be 
good  for  nothing;  but  when  rightly  prepared,  they  keep  very 
well,  and  mod  of  them  retain  their  full  virtues. 

Other  roots  are  not  fo  full  of  juice,  and  what  they  have  is 
more  eafily  diffipated.  Thefe  have  their  virtue  either  difFufed 
through  their  whole  fubdance,  or  only  in  the  outer  part,  and 
they  are  to  be  treated  accordingly.  When  they  are  of  one  uni- 
form fubdance  throughout,  they  Ihould  be  fplit  open  length- 
ways, after  cutting  off  the  head,  and  the  little  end,  or,  if  very 
thick,  it  will  be  as  well  to  quarter  them,  after  which  a needle 
threaded  with  fmall  twine  is  to  be  drawn  through  each  piece, 
and  then  they  may  be  hung  up  to  dry,  in  the  manner  of  herbs, 
by  dretching  the  line  acrofs  a room,  in  which  there  is  a fire 
condantly  kept,  or  by  leaving  the  doors  and  windows  open  in 
good  weather,  if  there  is  no  fire. 

When  roots  confid  of  a thick  flefliy  fubdance  on  the  outfide, 
and  a hard  dicky  part  in  the  middle,  the  outer  part  contains 
all  the  virtues,  and,  in  this  cafe,  after  fplitting  the  root  longi- 
tudinally as  before,  and  taking  out  the  hard  woody  part,  what 
remains  mud  be  drung  as  hcfore  defcribed,  and  dried  in  the 
fame  manner. 
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When  roots  confift  of  fibres,  thefe  are  moft  commonly  con- 
nected to  a head,  though  perhaps  but  a fmall  one,  and  thq 
belt  way  is  to  fplit  this  in  two,  and  then  firing  up  the  feparate 
pieces  for  drying  in  the  manner  before  defcribed. 

This  being  all  that  is  required  in  the  gathering  and  preferv- 
ing  the  different  kinds  of  roots  mentioned  in  this  treatife,  I 
fliall  next  proceed  to  the 

BARKS, 

Which  are  not  very  numerous,  and  moft  of  them  are  beft  to 
be  gathered  as  they  are  wanted;  fuch  of  them,  however, 
as  will  retain  their  virtues  when  dried,  are  very  eafily  pre- 
pared, for  nothing  more  is  required  than  to  cut  them  into  mo- 
derate fized  pieces,  and  firing  them  up  the  fame  as  the  roots. 
When  they  are  thoroughly  dry  they  may  be  put  into  paper 
bags,  or  drawers,  and  they  will  then  keep  a great  while. 

WOODS 

Are  but  feldom  applied  to  medical  purpofes,  but  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  mention,  that  thofe  few  which  are  in  ufe, 
as  faffafras,  guaicum,  and  fome  others  of  lefs  confequence,' 
are  beft  kept  in  the  block,  and  lhaved  off  as  they  are  want- 
ed ; for  when  they  are  kept  in  fhavings  any  length  of  time, 
they  lofe  the  greateft  part  of  their  efficacy. 

LEAVES, 

Either  rife  immediately  from  the  roots  of  the  plant,  or  they 
grow  upon  the  ftem  and  branches;  the  former  of  thefe  are  irt 
general  more  juicy,  and  larger  than  the  latter,  and  for  many 
purpofes  much  better,  for  they  have  the  full  nourifiiment  from 
the  root,  while  the  others  are,  in  a manner,  ftarved  by  the 
growth  of  the  flem  and  its  branches,  and  the  efforts  which  na- 
ture makes  for  the  flowering,  and  perfe&ing  of  the  feeds. 

For  this  reafon,  whenever  the  leaves  of  any  plant  are  recom- 
mended, thofe  which  proceed  from  the  root  fhould  be  chofen 
in  preference  to  fuch  as  grow  upon  the  ftem  ; and  thefe  fhould, 
if  poffible,  be  gathered  before  the  ftalk  begins  to  grow  up,  for 
then  only  they  are  fulleftof  juice,  and  have  their  greateft  vir- 
tue, which  is  very  much  diminifhed  afterwards  by  the  ftem 
running  away  with  their  nourifhment,  which  circumftance  is 
in  many  cafes  fo  obvious,  that  although  thofe  leaves  were 
ftrong  and  vigorous  before  the  growing  up  of  the  ftem,  they 
wither  and  perifh  as  that  rifes. 
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When  leaves  are  to  be  ufed  frefli,  nothing  more  is  required 
than  to  fee  that  they  are  vigorous,  and  free  from  decay,  and 
if  they  are  to  be  dried  the  fame  caution  is  neceflary  ; after 
which  let  them  be  thinly  fpread  upon  the  floor  of  a 
room,  the  windows  of  which  are  to  be  left  open  while  the 
weather  is  fine,  and  they  mull  be  frequently  turned  while 
drying;  when  perfectly  dry,  they  lhould  be  put  up  in  paper 
bags,  or  in  drawers,  prefling  them  clofe  down  and  covering 
them  with  paper. 

When  the  whole  herb,  excepting  the  root,  is  to  be  preferr- 
ed, care  ftiould  be  taken  to  gather  it  at  a feafon  when  the  en- 
tire plant  is  in  its  greateft  perfeftion  ; this  is  when  the  heads 
are  juft  formed  for  flowering,  but  before  a Angle  flower  has 
opened,  and  the  beft  time  of  day  for  this  purpofe  is  as  foon 
as  the  morning  dew  is  dried  away,  for  if  that  is  not  diflipated, 
they  are  apt  to  grow  mouldy  in  the  drying,  and  if  they  are  cu: 
in  the  heat  of  the  day,  when  the  fun  has  made  the  leaves  flag 
they  will  not  have  their  full  power. 

After  the  herbs  are  thus  gathered,  they  mull  be  looked  care- 
fully over,  the  decayed  leaves  are  to  be  picked  oft,  and  the 
dead  ends  of  the  ftems  cut  away ; they  are  then  to  be  tied  in 
fmall  bundles,  the  lefs  the  better,  and  hung  upon  lines  drawn 
acrofs  an  open  airy  room,  at  the  diftance  of  half  a foot  from 
one  bunch  to  another,  till  they  are  perfectly  dry.  They  are 
then  to  be  taken  down  and  laid  evenly  in  a drawer,  prefiing 
them  down,  and  covering  them  with  paper  till  fuch  time  as 
they  are  wanted  for  ufe. 

FLOWERS 

Are  moft  commonly  applied  to  the  different  purpofes  for 
which  they  are  intended  as  foon  as  they  are  gathered,  but  there 
are  fome  few  that  will  retain  a confiderable  fhare  of  their  vir- 
tues after  drying,  among  thefe  are  ;he,  flowers  of  lavender,  rofe- 
mary,  chamomile,  rofes,  lady  fmocks,  colt’s  foot,  and  feveral 
others.  The  Lme  care  and  attention  is  required  in  the  gather- 
ing, drying,  and  preferving  thefe,  as  in  the  leaves  and  herbs ; 
and  as  for  thofe  that  will  not  bear  drying  without  lofing  great 
part,  or  the  whole  of  their  elhcacy,  they  may  be  made  into 
fyrups  or  conferves,  as  will  hereafter  be  taught,  by  which 
means  they  may  be  kept  for  ufe  the  year  round.  The  greateft 
part  of  the 

FRUITS 

Are  to  be  ufed  frefh,  as  the  hip  for  conferve,  and  the  quince, 
mulberry,  and  black  currant,  for'  fyrups  or  jellies ; as  for  thofe 
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that  are  to  be  dried,  as  the  juniper  berries,  and  thofe  of  the 
bay  tree,  with  fome  few  others,  they  muft  be  gathered  juft  when 
they  are  ripening,  and  dried  by  fpreading  them  upon  a table, 
or  floor,  in  an  airy  room,  not  forgetting  to  turn  them  frequent- 
ly, until  they  are  fit  to  put  up  together  for  ufe. 

SEEDS 

Require  the  leaft  trouble  to  preferve  them  of  any  part  of  the 
plant,  for  they  are  not  to  be  gathered  till  perfeftly  ripe,  and 
then  in  the  greater  part  nature  has  performed  all  that  is  necef- 
fary  in  refpeft  to  the  prefervation  of  them,  or  at  leaft  has  not 
left  much  for  us  to  do,  for  they  only  require  to  be  fpread  for  a 
few  days  upon  a clean  floor,  where  the  air  has  a free  paflage, 
but  where  the  rays  of  the  fun  are  excluded,  and  they  are  then 
ready  to  be  put  up. 

The  feeds  employed  in  medicine,  may,  with  great  propriety, 
be  divided  into  three  clafles,  in  the  firft  of  which  they  grow  in 
naked  heads,  or  rundles,  as  in  parfley,  carraways,  fennel,  and 
the  other  rundle  bearing  plants  ; in  the  fecond  clafs  they  are 
contained  in  pods,  or  in  capfules,  as  in  muftard,  poppy,  and  a 
great  variety  of  others;  in  the  third  and  laft  clafs,  they  are 
contained  in  large  juicy  fruits,  as  the  melon,  cucumber,  quince, 
&c;  In  each  cafe  they  muft  remain  on  the  plant  till  perfectly 
ripe,  after  which  thofe  of  the  two  firft  clafles  are  to  be  (hook 
upon  the  floor,  or  rubbed  with  the  hand,  till  they  aredifengag- 
ed  from  the  pods,  or  hulks,  which  are  to  be  carefully  feparated 
from  them,  after  which  the  feeds  are  to  be  expofed  to  the  air  for 
a few  days;  as  before-mentioned,  and  then  be  put  up  for  ufe  as 
occafion  may  require.  In  the  other  clafs  the  fruit  is  to  be  open- 
ed, and  the  feeds  taken  out  from  among  the  wet  pulpy  matter, 
and  fpread  very  thinly  upon  a table,  or  other  convenient  place, 
in  a warm,  dry  fituation,  where  they  muft  be  often  turned,  and 
rubbed  betwixt  the  hands  as  they  harden,  that  at  laft  they  may 
be  perfeaiy  dry,  and  free  from  all  manner  of  dirtinefs. 

This  is  all  that  is  particularly  neceflary  to  beobferved  in  or- 
der to  preferve  the  different  kinds  of  roots,  barks,  woods, 
leaves,  flowers,  fruits,  and  feeds,  in  their  Ample  date.  It  only 
remains  to  obferve  in  this  place,  that  as  all  things  of  this  kind 
are  fure  to  loofea  great  part  of  their  efficacy  by  being  kept  too 
long,  it  will  be  prudent  to  renew  the  ftock  of  each  every  year, 
particularly  as  few  of  them  coft  any  thing  befide  the  trouble  of 
gathering  and  preferving  them. 

The  place  in  which  they  are  kept  muft  be  dry,  but  not  hot, 
and  they  fhould  be  frequently  infpedted,  to  fee  that  they  do  not 
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get  mouldy  or  murty,  through  too  much  damp,  or  become 
lighter,  and  lofe  their  virtue  by  too  great  a degree  of  heat. 

I fhall  now  proceed  to  point  out  the  methods  of  preparing 
the  various  forms  of  medicines  which  have  been  mentioned  and 
recommended  in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  beginning  with  the 
more  fimple  preparations,  which  require  but  little  (kill  or 
trouble  in  making,  and  fo  go  on  gradually  to  thofe  that  are  of 
a more  complex  nature,  and  require  a greater  (hare  cf  labour 
and  attention  to  perfed  them.  And  firit  I (hall  fpeak  a little  on 

JUICES, 

Which  are  generally  obtained  from  the  root,  or  the  leaves  of 
plants,  and  fometimes  from  the  fruits.  In  order  to  do  this, 
that  part  of  the  herb  from  which  the  juice  is  to  be  exprefled, 
mud  be  firft  thoroughly  beaten  in  a marble  mortar,  with  a 
wooden  peftel ; I mention  this,  becaufe  any  thing  of  metal  is 
not  fo  proper,  for  the  juice  might,  in  that  cafe,  be  fo  far  im- 
pregnated with  metallic  particles,  as  to  become  not  only  a very 
different  medicine  from  what  it  was  intended  to  be,  but  fre- 
quently a dangerous  one. 

As  the  expreffed  juices  of  many  plants  have  a very  ill  tafte, 
and  are  apt  to  be  cold  and  heavy  at  the  (tomach,  or  otherwife 
difagree  with  it,  fome  method  Ihould  be  adopted  to  remedy 
that  inconvenience. 

When  the  frelh  drawn  juice  is  too  thick  and  coarfe  for  the 
patient’s  (tomach,  it  may  be  allowed  to  fettle,  and  the  clear 
part  only  taken,  which  will  to  many  be  more  agreeable;  thofe 
that  like  may  alfo  add  a little  fugar,  and  in  many  cafes,  parti- 
cularly fcorbutic  ones,  a little  Seville  orange  juice,  may  be 
added,  which  will  not  only  improve  the  flavour  confiderably, 
but  make  the  medicine  more  efficacious. 

In  bruiftng  the  roots  for  the  purpofeof  obtaining  their  juice, 
it  is  often  proper  to  moiflen  them  with  a little  white  wine. 
Which,  without  impairing  their  effeds,  will  reconcile  them  in 
a great  meafure  to  the  (tomach.  I hus,  for  inftar.ee,  the  juice 
of  the  flower-de-luce  root  is  apt  to  difagree  with  molt  ftomachs 
when  taken  by  itfelf,  but  with  the  addition  of  a little  white 
wine,  it  produces  nofuch  effeds,  and  its  adivity  in  other  re- 
fpeds,  is  not  impeded  by  the  addition.  The  fame  method 
may  be  advantageoufly  adopted  in  correding  the  juices  of  the 
colder  herbs,  and  if  a few  grains  of  ginger,  finely  powdered, 
be  added  to  the  medicine,  there  will  be  very  little  danger  of 
its  difagreeing  with  the  (tomach,  and  the  efteds  produced  by  it 
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will  be  the  fame  in  all  other  refpeCtsas  if  it  had  been  exprefted, 
and  taken  by  itfelf. 

INFUSIONS 

Corns  naturally  to  be  confidered  after  juices,  and  when  thofe 
are  not  to  .be  procured,  thefe  will,  in  mod  cafes,  very  well  fup- 
ply  their  place.  Juices  are  only  to  be  obtained  from  frelh  ga- 
thered plants,  but  the  time  when  the  plants  are  to  be  had  frefli, 
in  a date  of  perfection,  is  but  fhort,  and  when  that  is  once 
over  recourfe  mult  be  had  to  the  dried  plant,  which  contains 
fufficient  virtues,  if  it  has  been  gathered  and  preferved,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  before  laid  down  for  that  purpofe,  to  an- 
lwer  every  end  that  could  be  expeCted  from  it  in  a recent  Hate. 

But  infufions  may  be  made  with  as  much  propriety  from  freih, 
as  from  dried  herbs  ; and,  indeed,  they  are  the  belt  form  of 
giving  all  thofe  whole  qualities  are  light,  and  whofe  virtues  are 
eaiily  extracted.  Beftdes  there  are  many  plants  of  fo  dry  a na- 
ture, that  it  would  be  an  abfurdity  to  attempt  at  getting  their 
juice  in  any  quantity,  and  all  fuch  are  belt  given  in  an  infufion, 
which  is  fure  to  extraCt  the  greatelt  part  of  their  virtues,  if  not 
the  whole. 

Infufions  are  of  two  kinds,  they  are  either  made  in  conlider- 
able  quantities  at  a time,  that  they  may  be  drank  cold,  or  they 
are  made  and  drank  immediately  in  the  manner  of  tea,  which 
lalt  is  much  the  belt  method  ; but  many  people  will  not  do  this 
becaufe  they  find  the  flavour  of  the  herb  much  ltronger  while 
the  infufion  is  hot  than  when  it  is  fuffered  to  cool. 

Every  perfon  knows  that  infufions  made  in  the  manner  ol 
tea  are  to  be  drank  jult  in  the  fame  manner,  with  the  addition 
of  a little  fugar ; the  other  are  to  be  made  by  cutting  the 
herb  in  pieces,  and  pouring  fuch  a quantity  of  Coiling  water 
upon  it  as  will  receive  fuflicient  ftrength  therefrom  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  for  which  the  infufion  is  intended  ; they  are  bell 
made  in  a Hone  jar,  with  a dole  cover,  and  mull  Hand  five  or 
iix  hours,  or  a whole  night,  according  as  the  virtues  of  the  in- 
gredients are  hard,  or  eafy  to  be  extracted;  after  which  they 
mult  be  poured  clear  oft",  and  then  they  are  ready  for  ufe. 

it  is  impollible  to  alcertain  the  exaCt, quantity  of  water  which 
the  different  herbs  will  require,  to  make  the  infufions  fuflici- 
ently  llrong,  as  their  qualities  and  ftrength  are  fo  exceedingly 
various.  The  belt  way  is  to  fuit  it  as  nearly  as  poflible  to  the 
patient’s  ftrength  and  palate,  for  while  it  contains  as  much 
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virtue  of  the  plant  as  is  neceflary,  it  Ihould  not  be  made  dif- 
agreeable,  if  that  can  poflibly  be  avoided. 

DECOCTIONS 

Are  generally  made  with  fuch  ingredients  as  are  of  too  firm  a 
texture  to  yield  their  ufeful  parts  without  a long  continued  boil- 
ing. Roots  and  barks,  either  frelh  or  dried,  are  moil  commonly 
employed  for  this  purpofe,  and  an  earthen  vefiel,with  aclofe  co- 
ver, is  the  bell  adapted  for  boiling  them  in.  Many  medicines 
which  are  little  fufpe&ed,  will  extrafl:  a tintturc  from  metal, 
and  it  would  be  equally  as  improper  to  make  a decoftion  in  a 
copper  veffel,  as  to  beat  herbs  and  roots  in  a metal  mortar. 

If  the  ingredients  employed  in  making  deco&ions  are  frelh, 
they  Ihould  be  cut,  (haved,  or  fliced  thin,  but  when  they  are 
dry,  the  roots  and  barks  Ihould  be  flightly  pounded  in  a mortar, 
and  if  there  be  any  herbs  or  flowers  to  be  added,  let  them  be 
kept  out  till  the  latter  end  of  the  operation. 

It  is  a good  method  to  let  the  ingredients  of  a decodlion  Hand 
in  the  water  cold  for  about  twelve  hours,  after  which  they 
Ihould  be  fet  on  the  fire  and  allowed  to  heat,  in  a flow,  gradu- 
al manner,  till  they  boil,  which  operation  of  boiling  is  to  be  gent- 
ly continued  as  long  as  maybe  thought  neceflary,  which  is  ge- 
nerally about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  but  fometimes  much  longer. 
When  the  codtion  is  compleated,  the  liquor  Ihould  be  (trained 
off  while  hot, and  fet  by  to  cool, after  which  it  is  to  be  again  pour- 
ed off  clear  from  the  fediment,  andfweetened  with  a little  fu- 
gar,  if  neceflary,  there  may  likewife  be  a little  white  wine  added 
to  them  as  in  the  infufions,  or  a fmall  quantity  of  fome  cordial 
water,  fuch  as  cinnamon,  or  nutmeg,  or  any  other  that  may 
be  adapted  to  the  cafe  for  which  they  are  intended  to  be  em- 
ployed. 

DISTILLED  WATERS 

Come  next  to  be  treated  of,  and  they  are  of  two  kinds,  Ample 
and  fpirituous  ; the  firft  of  thefc  are  beft  made  of  the  dried 
herb,  a pound  and  half  of  which  is  to  be  put  into  the  ftill  over 
night,  with  two  gallons  of  water,  and  one  gallon  is  to  be 
drawn  off  the  next  morning,  or  if  fimple  waters  are  diftilled 
from  feeds,  a pound  of  thefe  are  a fufficient  quantity  to  put  in- 
to two  gallons  of  water,  one  of  which  may  be  drawn  oft',  role 
water  and  fome  few  others,  require  five  or  fix  pounds  of  the 
ingredient  to  a quantity  of  water,  fulfic'ent  to  yield  a gallon. 

Spirituous  or  cordial  waters  are  made  in  nearly  the  fam? 
manner  as  the  limple  ones,  excepting  that  brandy  or  fome  other 
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fpirit  made  ufe  of  inftead  of  water.  Thofe  moft  commonly  em- 
ployed are  cinnamon,  nutmeg,  anifeed.  Juniper,  and  fome 
few  others)  and  as  all  of  thefe  are  to  be  had  of  the  druggifts, 
or  thofe  who  vend  fpirituous  liquors,  and  at  a much  cheaper 
race  than  they  can  be  made  in  fmall  quantities,  I lhall  pafs 
them  by,  and  proceed  to  the 

CONSERVES, 

Which  are  in  the  courfe  of  the  work  direded  to  be  made  of  va- 
rious plants,  flowers,  and  fruits,  fuch  as  rue,  mint,  fcurvy- 
grafs,  woodforrel.  See.  the  leaves  of  which  are  to  be  picked 
clean  from  the  Hems,  See.  and  beaten  up  with  three  times  their 
weight  of  fine  fugar,  firft  reduced  to  powder,  which  method  is 
to  be  adopted  in  making  conferves  of  the  leaves,  or  green  tops 
of  as  many  plants  as  are  mentioned  in  the  forgoing  pages. 

Conferves  of  the  flowers  of  fuch  plants  as  are  there  recom- 
mended to  be  preferved  in  that  manner,  require  the  fame  treat- 
ment. But  thofe  of  hips  and  floes  are  to  be  made  in  a particu- 
lar manner,  the  firft  of  thefe  are  to  be  gathered  when  fully  ripe, 
and  afterwards  fet  by  in  a cellar  orotherdamp  place  till  they  get 
quite  foft  and  mellow.  They  are  then  to  be  laid  upon  the  back 
of  a large  and  ftrong  hair  fieve,  when  they  are  to  be  broken 
to  pieces  with  the  hands,  and  rubbed  about  till  ail  the  fofc  pul- 
py part  is  forced  through  the  fieve  into  a veflei  placed  under- 
neath for  the  purpofc  of  catching  it.  This  foft  pulp  is  then 
to  be  weighed,  and  with  the  addition  of  twenty  ounces  of  fu- 
gar to  a pound  of  the  pulp,  beaten  into  a conferve.  Sloes 
are  to  be  gathered  when  they  are  moderately  ripe,  and  fealded 
over  the  fire,  till  they  iwell,  and  are  foftened,  but  not  till  the 
Ikin  burfts,  after  which  the  pulpy  part  is  driven  through  the 
fieve,  as  in  the  laft  mentioned  fruit,  and  then  beaten  up  with 
three  times  its  weight  of  refined  fugar. 

SYRUPS 

May  cither  be  made  with  the  exprefled  juices  of  the  plants,  or 
with  a ftrong  infufion  of  them  boiled  together  with  a fufficient 
quantity  of  fugar  till  it  comes  to  a due  conliftence.  And  in 
making  them,  care  lhould  be  taken  to  proportion  the  fugar  to 
the  liquor  fo  exactly,  as  may  enable  it  to  keep,  and  yet  not 
candy;  the  general  rule  fordoing  which  is  this,  let  the  juice, 
in  full  on,  or  decodion  of  any  plant  you  intend  to  make  a fyrup 
of,  ftand  till  it  is  quite  clear,  and  then  to  every  wine  pint  of 
the  liquor,  add  a pound  and  three  quarters  of  fine  fugar  in  pow- 
der, the  whole  is  then  to  be  put  into  an  earthen  veflel,  and 
that  into  a pot  or  kettle  of  boiling  water,  where  it  is  to  remain 
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till  the  fugar  is  perfectly  melted,  and  all  the  feum  taken  off, 
after  which  it  may  be  fiiffered  to  cool,  and  then  be  put  up  for 
ufe. 

But  befide  this  general  method  cfpreparing  fyrups,  there  are 
fome  that  require  the  ingredients  to  be  differently  proportion- 
ed, an  enumeration  of  which,  together  with  the  manner  of  pre- 
paring them,  immediately  follows.  And  the  firll  of  thefe  which 
offers  itfelf  for  our  confideration  is 

Syrup  of  Buckthorn.  This  is  made  with  a gallon  of  juice  of  the 
ripe  berries,  an  ounce  of  ginger,  bruifed,  an  ounce  and  half  of 
pimento  or  Jamaica  pepper,  and  feven  pounds  of  double  refin- 
ed fugar.  When  the  juice  has  ffood  two  or  three  days  to  fettle, 
it  mull  be  drained  clear  from  the  dregs,  after  which  the  fpiccs 
are  to  be  infufed  in  a pint  of  the  liquor  for  the  fpace  of  four  or 
five  hours,  and  then  drained  likewife.  The  remaining  part  of 
the  juice  is  then  to  be  kept  boiling  over  a gentle  fire,  til!  it 
comes  to  three  pints,  and  then  by  adding  the  remaining  part 
of  the  juice,  in  which  the  fpices  were  macerated,  and  the  fugar, 
the  fyrup  will  be  compleated. 

Syrup  of  Ginger  is  made  by  pouring  three  pints  of  boiling  wa- 
ter on  four  ounces  of  bruifed  ginger,  and  fuffering  it  to  infufe 
for  four  or  five  hours,  after  which  it  is  to  be  drained  off,  and 
made  into  a fyrup,  with  the  addition  of  five  pounds  of  fugar. 

Syrups  of  lemon  juice , mulberries,  and  fuch  like  fruit  are 
made  by  diffolving  three  pounds  of  fugar  in  a quart  of  the  cla- 
rified juice,  which  will,  in  general,  make  them  of  a proper 
confidence  and  drength  for  keeping. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  is  made  by  infufing  eight  ounces  of  the 
frelh  outer  rind  of  the  fruit  in  five  pints  of  boiling  water,  for 
the  fpace  of  twelve  hours,  and  then  adding  the  quantity  of  fu- 
gar to  each  pint  of  the  drained  liquor,  mentioned  in  the  gene- 
ral rule  for  making  fyrups. 

Syrup  of  the  red  poppy,  is  made  by  infufing  four  pounds  of  the 
frelh  gathered  flowers,  in  two  quarts  of  boiling  water,  for  the 
fpace  of  twelve  hours,  after  which  the  liquor  is  to  be  preffed 
out,  and  fet  by  till  all  the  dregs'  are  fublided,  and  then  with 
the  fame  quantity  of  fugar  to  each  pint,  as  was  ordered  in  the 
general  rule,  made  into  a fyrup.  For 

Syrup  of  rofess  let  feven  ounce  of  dried  damalk  rofe  leaver'  or 
petals,  be  macerated  twelve  hours  in  two  quarts  of  boiling  wa- 
ter, which  is  then  to  be  prefied  from  them,  and  boiled  gently 
till  it  comes  to  two  pints  and  a half,  and  afterwards  with  the 
addition  of  fix  pounds  of  refined  fugar,  made  into  a fyrup. 
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Syrup  of/affron,  is  made  by  infilling  an  ounce  of  that  fub- 
ftance  in  a pint  of  boiling  water  for  ten  or  twelve  hours,  and 
then  dilTolving  in  the  /trained  liquor,  a pound  and  three  quarters 
of  fugar. 

Syrup  of  violets  is  made  by  macerating  two  pounds  of  the 
frelh  gathered  flowers,  twenty  four  hours  in  five  pints  of  boil- 
ing water,  and  afterwards  diflolvingin  the  drained  liquor,  the 
quantity  of  refined  fugar  prefcribed  in  the  general  dire&ions 
for  making  this  form  of  medicine. 

Thefe  are  all,  or  at  leaft  the  greatell  part  of  the  fyrups  that 
require  any  particular  treatment,  the  others  are  to  be  prepared 
in  the  manner  which  is  laid  down  at  the  beginning  of  this  head, 
and  when  once  made,  they  will  keep  the  year  round,  and  beat 
all  times  ready  for  ufe. 

PILLS 

May  be  made  of  the  powder  of  any  root  or  herb  mentioned  in 
this  treatife,  or  of  the  gummy  and  refinous  juice,  which  exfude 
from  them,  by  beating  them  in  a mortar,  with  the  addition  of 
a little  fyrup  of  any  kind,  till  they  form  a moderately  ftiffpafte, 
which  is  then  to  be  divided  into  little  pieces  of  the  fize  intend- 
ed, and  rolled  into  pills,  after  which  a little  ftarch,  or  liquo- 
rice powder  may  be  added,  to  prevent  them  from  flicking  to- 
gether again,  as  they  will  be  apt  to  do,  if  fomething  of  that 
kind  is  not  put  among  them  to  prevent  it. 

TINCTURES 

Are  a very  ufeful  form  of  medicine,  as  they  generally  contain 
the  greateftpart  of  the  virtues  of  the  different  ingredients  which 
compofe  them,  and  may  oftentimes  be  given  where  the  other 
forms  are  not  convenient.  They  may  be  made  with  any  of  the 
roots  or  barks  which  are  recommended  to  be  kept  dry  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work,  and  the  following  rule  will  in  general  ferve 
for  all  fuch  as  are  the  produce  of  our  own  country. 

Take  two  ounces  of  the  ingredient  from  which  you  wifh 
to  extraft  a tinfture,  and  either  flice  it  very  thin,  or  bruife 
it  coarfely  in  a mortar,  it  is  then  to  be  put  into  a quart  of 
brandy,  and  fet  to  digeft  in  a warm  place,  for  about  a fort- 
night, during  which  time  it  is  often  to  be  fhook,  and  laft- 
Jy  filtered  through  paper,  which  compleats  the  operation. 

But  as  fome  of  the  tinftures  extradled  from  foreign  ingre- 
dients, require  a treatment  fomething  different  from  the 
above,  I fhall  juft  enumerate,  and  fhovv  the  method  of  mak- 
ing 
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i'ng  fuc’n  of  them  as  are  moll  extenfively  ufeful.  And  firft, 
for, 

Tindure  of  Aloes.  Takeof  fuccotrine  aloes,  half an  ounce,  Spa- 
nilhjuice  an  ounce  and  a half,  and  brandy,  a pint,  fet  them  in  a 
warm  place,  and  frequently  lhake  the  velfel  which  contains  them 
till  the  aloes  gnd  liquorice  are  dilfolved. 

Tindure  of  Afafoetida  is  made  by  cligelting  four  ounces  of 
the  gum  in  a quart  of  redlified  fpirits  of  wine,  for  the  (pace  of  a 
week  or  nine  days,  and  then  draining  it.  For 

Tindure  of  the  Peruvian  Bark,  take  of  the  bark  in  powder 
fourounces,  and  brandy  a quart,  which  are  to  be  digeiled  toge- 
ther eight  or  ten  days,  and  then  filtered  through  paper. 

Tindure  of  Cardamoms  is  made  with  three  ounces  of  the 
feeds  freed  from  their  hulks,  and  bruifed,  with  the  addition  of 
a quart  of  brandy. 

Tindure  of  Cinnamon  is  made  by  digefting  an  ounce  and  half 
of  the  bruifed  bark,  in  a pint  of  brandy  eight  days,  and  then 
filtering  it  like  the  others. 

Tindure  of  Gentian  confifts  of  two  ounces  of  the  root  fliced 
thih  and  bruifed,  an  ounce  of  dried  feville  orange  peel,  and  half 
an  ounce  of  cardamom  feeds,  digeiled  together  in  a quart  of 
brandy  eight  days. 

Tindure  of  Black  Hellebore  is  made  with  four  ounces  of  the 
root,  a quart  of  fpirit,  and  two  fcruples  of  powdered  cochineal, 
digeiled  for  the  fame  fpace  of  time  as  the  other,  and  then  {train- 
ed in  the  fame  manner. 

Tindure  of  Jallap  takes  eight  ounces  of  the  powdered  root  to 
a quart  of  fpirit,  and  mull  be  allowed  to  Hand  the  fame  time  as 
the  others. 

Tindure  of  Opium  is  made  with  ten  drams  of  purified  opium, 
and  a pint  of  fpirit  digeiled  for  ten  days,  and  then  filtered. 

Tindure  of  Rhubarb  is  made  with  two  ounces  of  the  root 
fliced  thin,  half  an  ounce  of  bruifed  cardamom  feeds,  two  drams 
of  faffron,  and  a quirt  of  brandy,  treated  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  other  tindlures. 

'Tindure  of  Senna  is  to  be  made  with  a pound  of  the  leaves, 
an  ounce  and  half  of  bruifed  carraway  feeds,  a pound  of  rafins, 
freed  from  the  Hones,  half  an  ounce  of  cardamom  feeds  bruifed, 
and  a gallon  of  fpirit,  digeiled  together  fourteen  days.  For 

'Tindure  of  Valerian,  take  four  ounces  of  the  root  in  coarfe 
powder,  and  a quart  of  brandy,  let  them  Hand  in  a warm 
place  eight  days,  and  then  filter  it  off  for  ufe. 

N?.  XIV.  Qjj  q 
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All  thefe  tin&ures  both  during  the  time  of  their  making,  and' 
afterwards,  fhould  be  kept  in  clofe  flopped  vefTels,  or  a great 
part  of  their  virtue  will  otherwiie  be  loll. 

OILS 

Are  piocured  by  three  very  different  proceffes,  namely,diftilla-- 
tion,  expreffion, and  infuflon.  The  firll  of  thefe  come  over  with, 
and  float  on  the  furface  of  the  Ample  diflilled  waters,  and  are 
feparated  from  them  by  means  of  a funnel,  the  ftem  of  which 
is  to  be  flopped  with  a finger,  and  the  liquor  poured  into  it, 
the  oil  will  foon  be  feen  floating  on  the  top,  the  water  is  then 
to  be  let  out  by  removing  the  finger,  and  the  reparation  effeft- 
ed  by  replacing  it,  and  clofing  the  ftem  again,  as  foon  as  the 
water  is  all  run  off,  and  before  the  oil  efcapes. 

The  fecond  clafs  are  made  by  bruifing  the  fubftances  fronv 
which  they  are  to  be  extradled,  in  a mortar,  and  then  fqueezing 
out  the  oil  by  means  of  a prefs. 

And  thofe  of  the  third  clafs  are  made  by  infufing  a fufficient 
quantity  of  any  herbs  or  flowers  in  oil  of  olives,  which  mult  be 
kept  conftantly  hot,  till  it  has  attained  ftrength  enough  to  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  it  is  intended  for, 

OINTMENTS 

Are  made  by  boiling  the  frefh  gathered  leaves  of  any  herb,  firft 
chopped  to  pieces,  or  bruifed  in  a fufficient  quantity  of  hog’a 
lard,  till  they  grow  crifp,  the  lard  is  then  to  be  ftrained  off, 
and  thus  the  ointment  is  compleated. 

Thus  have  I endeavoured,  in  as  plain  and  concife  a manner 
as  poflible,  to  point  out  the  beft  and  eafielt  methods  of  prepar- 
ing fuch  forms  of  medicines  as  are  to  be  procured  from  the 
different  parts  of  vegetables,  whether  foreign  or  domeftic. 
And  1 flatter  myfelf  that  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  former  pare 
of  the  work,  all  will  be  found  perfectly  intelligible  to  the1 
meanelt  capacity  :znd  then  1 dare  be  bold  to  fay  it  cannot  fail 
of  being  ufeful  to  all  fuch  as  perufe  it,  with  a defire  of  gaining 
that  information  refpecting  plants  and  their  virtues,  which 
may-  enaole  them  to  be  inftrumental  in  preferving  and  rellor- 
ing  the  health  of  their  families,  friends,  and  poor  neighbours, 
as  often  as  they  may  be  threatened  with  ficknefs  and  difeafe, 
or  adlually  vifited  by  them. 

For  though  the  virtues  which  are  attributed  to  the  different 
vegetables  herein  enumerated  and  deferibed  are  very  few, 

when 


APPENDIX. 


433 

when  compared  with  what  are  afcribed  to  them  in  other 
publications ; it  will  be  found  upon  examination,  that  the  hu- 
man body  is  fubjedt  to  very  few  difeafes  indeed,  for  which 
this  work  does  not  hold  forth  a fuitable  remedy,  if  it  be  pro- 
perly, and  ikilfully  applied.  And  it  will  furely  be  allowed  by 
every  rational  perfon,  that  it  is  better  to  be  acquainted  with  a 
fingle  remedy  whofe  efficacy  may  be  relied  on  in  the  cure  of  any 
diforders,  than  with  fifty  that  ar efuppofed  to  be  good  for  the 
fame  purpofes,  but  without  any  foundation  for  fuch  a fuppoli- 
tion. 

I am  however  far  from  intending  to  infinuate  that  the  admi- 
nillrating  of  the  different  remedies  which  are  recommended  in 
this  treatife,  will  in  every  cafe  produce  tliofe  falutary  effedts, 
for  which  they  are  with  juftice  extolled.  This  would  be  faying 
more  than  experience  could  poffibly  warrant,  for  the  mod  fkil- 
ful and  fuccefsful  pradlitioners  in  the  world,  have  been  conftrain- 
ed  to  confefs  that  ficknefs  and  difeafetoo  often  fet  their  endea- 
vours at  defiance,  and  baffle  their  utmoft  efforts;  we  every  day 
fee  lfriking  proofs  of  the  infufliciency  of  the  moll  celebrat- 
ed noftrums,  though  frequently  entitled never  failing  remedies, 
to  protraft  the  human  life  beyond  the  date  appointed  it  by  hea- 
ven, I can  only  fay,  that  wherever  I have  fpoken  of  the  virtues 
of  plants  from  my  own  experience,  their  efficacy  has  been  con- 
firmed by  repeated  trials,  and  though  they  neither  have,  nor 
will  fucceed  in  every  cafe,  there  is  great  reafon  to  hope  and 
believe,  that  a judicious  and  timely  ufe  of  them  will  many  times 
be  productive  of  the  mod  happy  effedts. 

But  what  will  render  this  work  of  infinitely  greater  value 
than  any  thing  I could  have  poffibly  advanced  from  my  own  ob- 
fervations,  is  the  teftimony  of  the  various  authors  with  whofe 
names  it  is  fo  frequently  enriched  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end.  Authors  whofe  abilities,  inriuflry,  and  veracity  are  un- 
impeachable, and  whofe  labours  for  the  benefit  of  mankind, 
will  caufe  their  names  to  be  remembered  by  fucceeding  ages 
with  gratitude,  when  the  “ iloriecl  urn,  and  animated  bull” 
eredted  over  the  remains  of  worthlefs  greatnefs,  are  mouldered 
into  dull,  and  mingled  in  one  undiitinguilhed  and  forgotten 
mafs  with  the  afhes  of  thofe,  whofe  memory  they  were  intend- 
ed to  perpetuate. 

I fliall  juft  add,  by  way  of  conclufion,  a few  general  obfer- 
vations,  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  as  find  themfelvcs  inclined  to 
make  trial  of  the  virtues  of  thofe  plants  with  whofe  properties 
we  are  as  yet  unacquainted,  by  attending  to  which,  they  will  be 
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enabled  in  mod  inftances,  to  anticipate  the  effetfs  of  their  ex- 
periments, and  con fcquently  make  them  without  running  any 
rifle  of  endangering  their  own  health,  or  that  of  other  people. 

It  is  an  old,  and  in  general,  a very  juft  remark,  that  all 
thofe  plants  that  refemble  one  another  in  external  form  and  ap- 
pearance, are  poffefled  of  fimilar  virtues,  though  perhaps  in  ve- 
ry different  degrees.  For  inftance,  moft  of  the  umbelliferous, 
or  rundle-bearing  plants,  fuch  as  angelica,  ani/e,  carraway , 
coriander,  fennel,  zn&par/ey,  are  of  a warm,  aromatic,  carmi- 
native nature,  efpecially  when  they  grow  in  dry  fituations. 
But  fuch  of  them  as  delight  in  wet  fituations,  are  frequently 
poffeffed  of  poifonous  qualities,  of  which  the  water  hemlock, 
and  the  hemlock  dropwort,  are  examples. 

Plants  with  bulbous  roots  are  commonly  ofan  acrid,  cleanl- 
ing,  diuretic  nature,  as  the  J, quill,  onion,  and  garlic,  and  many 
of  them  are  fo  highly  acrimonious,  2s  to  require  the  utmoft 
care  and  circumfpeCtion,  in  giving  them  internally,  among 
which  laft  are  the  roots  of  the  meadow  faffron. 

Moft  of  the  plants  that  have  fimple  flowers,  and  abound 
with  a milky  juice,  are  poifonous,  as  the  /purges,  celandine, 
and  many  of  the  mujhroom  tribe. 

The  plants  that  produce  grinning  or  gaping  flowers,  are  ge- 
nerally of  an  aromatic,  refolvent  quality,  and  moft  of  them 
are  good  in  diforders  peculiar  to  the  head,  and  in  nervous 
complaints. 

Plants  that  grow  in  watery  fituations  are  frequently  corro- 
five  and  poifonous,  as  the  crow-foots,  and  feveral  others,  and 
moft  of  them  which  have  honey-cups,  that  are  not  connected 
with  the  petals  are  alfo  poifonous,  if  taken  in  too  large  a quan- 
tity, to  this  clafs  belong  the  hellebores,  and  many  others. 

Plants  that  have  a heavy,  livid  appearance,  and  a naufeous, 
ungrateful  fmell,  are  in  general  productive  of  difagreeable 
effeCts,  when  taken  inwardly,  and  fomeof  them  would  prove 
fatal,  as  the  henbane,  and  deadly  night  /hade. 

The  bitter  tailed  plants  are  generally  good  for  diforders, 
and  weakneffes  of  the  ftomach,  of  this  kind  are  gentian,  cen- 
tuary,  and  wormwood. 

1 hofe  that  have  a ftrong  ftinking  fmell,  are  frequently 
found  efficacious  in  nervous  and  hyfteric  complaints.  The 
afafetida  plant,  valerian,  and  J linking  orach,  are  proofs  of  the 
truth  of  this  affertion. 

Acid  plants  or  fruits,  abate  heat,  quench  thirft,  and  refill 
putrefaction,  to  this  clafs  belong  the  fruits  of  oranges,  lemons, 
grapes,  and  currants,  and  the  leaves  of  wood-forrel. 


Thofe 


APPENDIX.  485 

\ 

Thofe  plants  whofe  flowers  are  furnilhed  with  four  long,  and 
two  Ihort  chives,  are,  commonly  of  a fharp,  biting  taile,  and 
molt  of  them  are  excellent  antifcorbutics,  horfe-rhadi/b , water- 
crefs,  and  mujlard,  are  of  this  number. 

Plants  which  have  numerous  chives,  united  into  a columnar 
body  at  the  bafe,  are  of  a mild,  emollient,  mucilaginous  na- 
ture, which  virtues  are  common  to  every  part  of  them,  mallows, 
marjh  mallows,  and  fome  few  others  come  under  this  defcrip- 
tion. 

The  feeds  of  thofe  plants  which  produce  butterfly-fhaped 
flowers,  are  in  general  mealy,  and  of  a flatulent  nature,  not- 
withftanding  which,  they  furnilh  a confiderable  part  of  the 
food  of  men,  and  other  animals ; confidered  in  a medical  light, 
many  of  them  are  mucilaginous,  and  highly  emmolient,  others 
are  aftringent  and  vulnerary,  and  fome  of  them  are  diuretic. 

The  plants  with  compound  flowers  are  very  numerous,  and 
moll  of  them  are  bitter,  but  few  poifonous. 

Many  of  the  fungufles  are  poifonous,  and  though  fome  of 
them  are  eaten  as  food,  it  is  univerfally  allowed  that  they  are 
not  wholefome,  fome  of  them  are  ufed  to  flop  the  bleeding  of 
wounds  with  good  fuccefs. 

This  is  all  that  can  be  faid  with  any  degree  of  certainty  on 
this  fubjedl,  and  this  will,  if  properly  attended  to,  be  fufficient 
to  prevent  any  bad  confequences  happening  to  fuch  as  are 
endeavouring  to  explore  the  properties  of  thofe  plants,  with 
whofe  virtues  we  are  at  prefent  unacquainted. 

If  I could  have  thought  of  any  thing  more  that  had  the  leaft 
tendency  to  advance  the  utility  of  the  work,  I Ihould  have  in- 
ferted  it,  as  it  would  have  been  a means  of  gratifying  thofe  de- 
fires to  promote  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  my  fellow  creatures, 
which  firft  induced  me  to  undertake  fo  laborious  a talk  as  this 
has  proved  in  the  execution. 

fVeJl-Bromwich , 1790. 
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TECHNICAL  WORDS  AND  SCIENTIFIC  TERMS 


MADE  USE  OF  IN  THIS  WORK. 

ABRUPTLY  winged-,  when  a winged  leaf  is  not  furnilhed  with 
* " an  odd  little  leaf  at  the  end  of  the  middle  rib. 

Acrid-,  of  a fharp  biting  quality. 

Alternate ; leaves,  Sec.  are  placed  on  oppofite  frdes  of  the 
ftem  or  branches,  but  not  oppoiite  to  each  other. 

Angular  ; furnilhed  with  corners. 

Annual ; living  but  one  year. 

Antifpafmodic ; good  for  convulfions,  and  other  fits. 

Antifcorbutic  -,  good  againft  the  feurvy. 

Aromatic-,  fpicy,  warm  to  the  taile,  and  of  a fragrant  fmell. 

AJiringent ; of  a binding  nature. 

Awl-Jbaped ; flender,  and  tapering  to  a point  _ 

Awn ; a long,  flender,  pointed  fubftance,  with  which  the 
fpikes  of  fevetal  kinds  of  grafs  and  grain  are  furnilhed.  That 
on  the  ears  of  barley  is  very  confpicuous. 

Bark ; the  outward  covering  of  the  roots.  Hems,  and  branche's 
of  plants. 

Barren  - flo.wers,  or  plants,  are  fuch  as  produce  no  perfect 
feeds# 

Bafe-,  that  part  of  a flower,  leaf,  or  branch  which  grows 

next  the  ftein.  run 

Bell-Jbaped ; having  a refemblance  to  the  form  of  a bell. 

Berry,  a kind  of  feed-veffel,  conftfting  of  a foft  pulpy  fub- 
ftance.‘ Goolberry  is  an  example. 

Biennial ; living  two  years.  _ . 

Blanched-,  made  white  by  being  covered  up  with  earth,  ftnp- 
ped  of  the  outward  fkin.  Sec. 
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Blossom  ; the  coloured  part  of  a flower. 

Border ; the  uppermoft,  fpreading  part  of  a blofiom,  which 
Conflfts  of  only  one  petal. 

Bofom  of  the  leaves;  where  they  unite  with  the  Hem  or 
branches. 

Bulb;  a roundi/h  root,  which  may  confifi:  of  a folid  lump,  fe- 
veral  diftindt  coats,  or  a number  of  fcales.  The  tulip  root  is 
an  inftance  of  the  firft ; the  onion  of  the  fecond,  and  the  lilly  of 
the  third. 

Butterfy-Jhaped  ; bearing  a fancied  refemblance  to  the  form 
of  that  infedt.  The  flowers  of  broom,  peas,  and  many  other 
plants  are  thus  denominated. 

Calculous  complaints ; the  ftone,  gravel,  &c. 

Capfule;  a dry,  hollow  kind  of  feed-veflel. 

Carminative;  good  to  expel  wind  from  the  ftomach.  Sec. 

Catkin;  a number  of  chaffy  fc.des,  intermixed  with  flowers, 
anddifpofedonalong  receptacle,  fo as  to  bear  fome  refemblance 
to  the  tail  of  a cat.  The  flowers  of  birch,  hazle,  and  willow, 
are  examples. 

Cell;  a cavity  or  partition  in  a feed  veflel. 

Channelled;  marked  with  a deep  longitudinal  furrow. 

Chive;  on  looking  into  the  flower  of  almoft  any  plant  there 
will  be  found  feveral  fmall  threads,  arranged  in  a circular  man- 
ner round  the  central  part  of  it,  and  terminated  by  little  tips, 
or  buttons ; thefe  threads  are  the  parts  in  queftion. 

Claw;  the  lower  part  of  the  petals  of  fuch  blofloms  as  are 
compofed  of  feveral  parts. 

Collyrium;  a wafh  for  the  eyes. 

Compreffed;  flattened,  or  fqueezed  together. 

Concave;  hollow  on  one  fide. 

Cone;  the  feed-veflel  of  the  fir-tree,  and. feveral  other  plants. 

Conferve;  a form  of  medicine  made  of  the  leaves,  flowers, 
or  fruit  of  plants,  and  fugar. 

Conflipation ; a fioppage. 

Converging;  approaching  each  other,  tending  to  one  point. 

Convex;  rifing  in  a circular  manner  as  the  fide  of  a globe. 

Cordial;  reviving  the  animal  fpirits. 

Corroborant ; a llrengthcner. 

Cofmetic;  a beautificr  of  the  /kin. 

Crofs  pairs-,  when  leaves  grow  in  parrs,  and  each  pair  in  a 
different  direftion  to  thofe  which  are  immediately  above  and 
below  it. 

Cylindrical ; round,  and  of  an  equal  thicknefs. 

DccnFiion  ; 
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Decoftion;  the  liquor  in  which  any  plant,  &c.  has  been  boil- 
ed. 

Diuretic ; increafing  the  quantity  of  urine. 

Dividea-,  cleft  half  way,  Or  more; 

Doubly -compound-,  leaves  are  of  three  kinds.  I.  When  a fork-* 
ed  or  divided  leaf-ftalk  is  furnifhed  with  two  little  leaves  at  the 
extremity  of  each  divifion.  z.  When  a leaf-ftalk  is  divided  in- 
to three  parts,  each  of  w'hich  fupport  three  little  leaves.  3. 
When  the  main  leaf  ftalk  fupports  a number  of  letter  ribs,  each 
of  which  is  a winged  leaf. 

Doubly -winged ; fee  No.  3 of  the  laft  article; 

Egg-poaped ; when  applied  to  the  feed-buds,  or  feeds  of  plants, 
flgniiies  that  they  referable  in  fhape  the  folid  fubftance  of  an 
egg.  But  applied  to  leaves.  See.  means  that  their  form  is  that 
of  the  flat  fide  of  an  egg,  divided  lengthways  through  the  mid- 
dle. 

Emetic,  caufing  ficknefs,  vomiting.  See. 

Efculent ; eatable,  good  for  food. 

Excoriation ; of  the  bowels,  a lofs  of  their  innef  C03t,  occa- 
fioned  by  (harp  acrid  matter  being  lodged  therein,  and  occa-  . 
Honing  violent  purging,  &c. 

Expanding  ; fpreading. 

Expectoration ; a difeharge  from  the  lungs  by  coughing. 

Feather-,  a downy  appendage  with  which  the  feeds  of  feveral 
plants  are  furnifhed. 

Fence ; a number  of  fmall  leaves  placed  at  the  bafe  of  the  fruit- 
ftalks,  in  moft  of  the  rundle-bearing  plants. 

Fertile ; thofe  plants,  or  flowers  which  are  followed  by  perfect 
feeds. 

Fibres ; the  fmaller  parts  of  the  roots  of  plants. 

Fibrous-,  confifting  of  fibres. 

Floret-,  one  of  thofe  little  bloflbms  which  conftitute  a com- 
pound flower. 

Floral  leaves-,  grow  near  the  flowers,  and  differ  in  form, 
or  colour,  or  both,  from  the  other  leaves  of  the  plant. 

Flower  ; that  part  of  plants  which  is  appropriated  to  the 
production  of  feeds.  A flower,  to  be  compleat,  fhould  cor.fift 
of  the  following  parts:  1.  The  fl  wer-cup.  2-  The  bloflom. 
3.  The  chive.  4.  The  pointal.  5.  The  feed-vcflel.  6.  The 
feeds;  and  7.  The  receptacle  (fee  thofe  feveral  terms)  but 
there  are  many  plants  whofe  flowers  are  deflitute  of  one  or 
more  of  thele  parts,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  ; 
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and  fome  have  an  additional  one,  called  the  honey-cup,  which 
in  different  plants  exhibits  a variety  of  different  appearances. 

Flower-cup ; a green  leaf  or  leaves,  placed  immediately  be- 
neath the  bloffom. 

Fruit-Jlalk  ; that  part  of  a plant  which  immediately  fupports 
the  flowers  and  fruit. 

Furrowed  ; maiked  with  feveral  deep  longitudinal  lines,  or 
furrows. 

Gaping;  refembling  an  open  mouth. 

Gargle ; a medicine  to  waih  the  mouth  and  throat  with  when 
fore. 

Globular;  round  like  a ball. 

Glutinous;  refembling  glue,  fticky. 

Haemorrhage  ; a flux  of  blood  from  any  part  of  the  body. 

Heart-Jhaped;  refembling  the  figure  of  an  heart. 

Herbaceous  ; dying  to  the  ground  on  the  approach  of  win- 
ter. 

Honey-cup;  a part  which  is  found  in  the  flowers  of  feveraj 
plants,  containing  a honey-like  juice. 

Hypochondriacal;  melancholy. 

• > 

Incrajfate ; to  thicken. 

Incurved;  bent  inwardly. 

Inflated  ; blown  up  like  a bladder. 

Infuflon  ; any  liquor  in  which  the  leaves,  roots,  feeds,  or 
other  parts  of  a plant,  See.  have  been  fteeped,  or  digefted. 

Interruptedly-wuingcd;  having  fmaller  leaves  interpofed  be- 
twixt the  parts  of  a winged  leaf. 

Kidney-Jhaped ; broader  than  long,  with  a notch  on  one  fide, 
refembling  the  figure  of  a kidney. 

Leaf-flalk ; that  part  of  a plant  on  which  the  leaves  are  imme- 
diately fupported. 

Lips ; the  divifions  of  a gaping  bloffom. 

Lobe;  part  of  a divided  leaf,  &c. 

Longitudinal ; running  lengthways. 

Lopped ; as  if  cut  off  with  a pair  of  feiffors. 

Lotion  ; a wafh  for  any  external  part  of  the  body  that  is  dif- 
eafed. 

Lye  ; an  infuflon  of  the  allies  of  any  plant  in  water. 
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Membranous  ; tough  and  fkinny. 

Mucilage ; a jelly. 

Naked ; deftitute  of  leaves. 

Nephretic ; fee  calculous. 

Notched ; cut  on  the  edges. 

Nut;  a woody  feed-vefl'el,  inclofing  a kernel,  when  it  is  far- 
rounded  by  a pulpy  fubltance  as  in  the  plumb,  cherry,  &c.  it 
is  called  a done. 

Oblong  ; longer  than  broad,  and  rounded  at  the  epds. 

Obtu/e ; blunt. 

P analytic  complaints-,  the  palfy,  See. 

Petals;  the  beautiful  coloured  leaves  which  compo/e  a 
blofTom.  r 

Perennial ; living  many  years. 

Pod  ; a long,  narrow  kind  of  feed-veflel,  as  in  gilly-flowers, 
turnips.  Sec. 

1 ointal  ; that  part  of  a flower  which  occupies  the  centre  ; 
it  confifts  of  the  feed- bud,  the  lhaft,  and  the  fummit. 

Peflefled ; rolled  back. 

Rundle ; a mode  of  flowering  in  which  feveral  fruit-flalks  rife 
from  the  fame  center,  and  grow  nearly  to  the  fame  height,  fo 
that  the  flowers  form  a broad,  and  almoft  flat  furface.  Parfley, 
hemlock,  and  carrot,  furnilh  examples. 

Scattered ; difpofed  without  any  regular  order. 

Scrophula ; the  evil. 

Scruple  ; the  weight  of  twenty  grains. 

Seed-bud ; the  lower  part  of  the  pointal. 

Seed-vessel;  that  which  contains  the  feed. 

Segments ; the  diviflons  of  a leaf,  a flower-cup,  or  a blof- 
fom. 

Serrated ; cut  on  the  edges,  fo  as  to  refemble  the  teeth  of  a 
fmall  faw. 

Shaft : the  middle  part  of  a pointal. 

Shrubby  ; woody,  with  numerous  Items. 

Sitting ; placed  on  the  Item  or  branches  without  any  leaf-flalk 
or  fruit  ftalk. 

Soporific ; caufing  deep. 

Solitary,  only  one  in  a place. 

Stem;  that  part  of  a plant  which  fupports  the  branches, 
leaves,  and  flowers. 
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Stomachic ; good  for  diforders  of  the  ftomach. 

Sudorific-,  caufing  fweat. 

Summit ; the  extremity  of  apointal. 

Thorn ; a fharp  poihted  weapon,  proceeding  from  the  woody 
part  of  a plant. 

Tips  ; thofe  fmall  buttons  which  terminate  the  chives. 
Trailing  ; lying  on  the  ground  : unable  to  fupport  itfelf. 
Tranfverfe ; placed  acrofs. 

Tube  ; the  lower  part  of  a one  petaled  bloflom. 

Tuberous  ; full  of  knots  and  fwellings. 

Tubular ; long  and  hollow. 

Whorls-,  of  branches,  leaves,  or  flowers.  They  furroUnd  the 
Hem  fo  as  to  appear  like  the  fpokes  in  the  have  of  a wheel. 

Winged  leaves  ; fuch  as  are  compofed  of  feveral  little  leaves 
placed  on  each  fide  of  the  main  leaf-flalk. 
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A 

A CHS,  55. 

Afterbirth , to  expel,  25 
Agues , to  cure,  p.  4,  11,  12,  14, 
26,  32,  64,  78,  81,  88,  96, 173, 
189,  190,  205,  233,  246,253, 
255,  35*,  36a,  405,  421,438, 
44a,  465,  469 
Ale,  to  clarify,  7 
Apoplexy , to  help,  49,  90,  216, 
325 

Appetite , to  create,  8,  13,  32,  77, 
79,  88,  96,  104,  188,  189,  200, 
210,  321,  333,  336,  350,  367, 
429,  446, 447 
AJlhma  "1 

Aflhrmtic , complaints,  ja5»40, 
5 1,  57,  58,  78,  164,  188,  213, 
276,  395,  336,  343,  393,  414, 
4I5>  417,  427,  430 

B 

Baldnefs , to  prevent,  158 
Barks,  to  preferve,  47a 
Barrennefs,  to  cure,  302,  427 
Belly,  to  loofen,  44,  305,  fee  pur- 
gatives. 

Bilious,  complaints,  22,  26,  27, 
130 

Birdlime,  to  make,  228,  325 
Bite  of  mad  animals , to  cure,  65, 
290 

Bleeding,  to  flop,  48,53, 134, 138, 
326,  331,  346,  378,  381 


D E X 


A S E S,  &c. 


Black  water  in  cattle,  to  cure,  225, 
226 

Blood,  congealed,  to  difperfe,  26,' 
48,  297 

, to  purify,  15,  50,  55,  68, 

148,  171,  172,  185,  221,  364, 
389,  4x0,  411,  425,  464 

, ipitting  of,  to  flop,  2,  3, 

26,  38,  48,  52,  53,  96,  98,  138, 

176,  178,  198,  223,  339,  256, 
294,  306,  324,  326,  327,  333, 
335,  346,  37J,  376,  399,421, 

425,  452 

Biles,  to  cure,  206 
Bowels , diforders  of,  fee  ftomach 
Botts,  in  horfes,  to  deftroy,  412 
Breafl  and  Lungs , complaints  of, 
7,  22, 40,  51,57,  in,  112, 119, 
140,  143,  157,  159,  J7o,  174, 

177,  180,  188,  213,  223,  237, 
241,  245,  250,  258,  261,276, 
284,  295,  398,  299,  331,  335, 
343,  35 3,  366,  372,  373,  393, 
415,  427>  433,  456,  459,  46o, 
462 

s , womens',  fwellings  of,  34, 

225,  260,  268 

Breath,  thortnefs  of,  to  cure,  7, 
42,  176,  285,  353,  416 
Bruifes,  3,  67,  124,  139,  *76, 
i8r,  198,  390,  336,  355,  399, 
423,  450 

.Bhxw,  16,  34,  38,  75,  156,  343, 
281,  333,  345>  347,  353, 

355 


Cancers 
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c 

Cancers  and  cancerous  fwellings , 
38,  83,  217,  218,  236,  349 
Canker,  fee  thrufh 
Cattle,  to  help,  37,  238 

confumptive,  337 

an  excellent  purge  for,  58 

Catarrhs , 36,  54,  fee  lungs,  de- 
fluxions on 

Calculous  complaints,  fee  done  and 
gravel 

Colds,  7,  42,  100,  140,  155,  237, 
258,  398 

Cholic,  9,  32,  42,  47 , 63,  76,  78, 
81,  104,  xi6,  135,  144.  I47» 
17 5,  I9°>  204,  210,  223,  227, 
255,  261,  270,  279,  322,  335, 
358,  361,  367,  4x4,  429 
Corpulency,  to  prevent,  109 
Chilblains,  to  cure,  263 
Chronical,  diforders,  49,  207,  209, 
216,  416 

Complexion,  to  improve,  81 
Confumption , 68,  108,  no,  159, 
182,  262,  294,  371,  434,  456, 
460 

Corns,  to  cure,  243,  281,  439 
Conferees,  to  make,  478 
Convulfions,  to  cure,  25,  218,  267, 
27i>  33*,  374 

Contagious  diforders,  to  prevent, 
x 2,  401 

Coughs , 2,  7,  9,  36,  42,  no,  III, 
112,  140,  I43>  15 7,  IJ 9,  *75, 
188,  197,  223,  237,  240,  245, 
248,  250,  258,  262,  276,  185, 
39 5,  398,  301,  306,  328,  332, 
335>  398>  4IJ,  449,  4j6,  459* 
460 

CcJUvenefs,  to  prevent,  9,  175, 
458,  462 

Cramp,  32,  54,  331 
Cutaneous  diforders , 27,  44,  46, 
7 e,  21 3,  fee  fkin,  &c. 

D 

Dropfy,  6,  18,  19,  21,  22,  42, 
43*  44*  51*  58,  59*  6o>  6l* 
63,  64,  68,  74,  77*  78,  80, 
83,  87,  91,  102,  105,  X20,  131, 
l5  5»  iSh,  158,  161,  163,  175, 
z8o,  188,  195,  205,  2I3,  322, 
241*  346,  *48,  249*  363,  375, 
I 


279,  385,  290,  296,  297,319, 

358,  359*  361,  373,  380,395* 

405,  414,  427,  430,  469 

Decoctions,  to  make,  477 
Diforders,  arifrng  from  a lax  ha- 
bit, 4 

cold  and  watery,  11, 

131*  353,  368 

flatulent,  12,  204,  262 

Delivery,  to  haften,  5,  58,  377 
Digeflion,  to  help,  10,  13,  79,  88, 
100,  114,  116,  144,  *73,  189* 
193,  248,  304,  352,  353»  369, 
445,  469 

Diflilled  waters,  how  to  make, 
477 

Drowned  perfons,  451 

E 

Epileptic  fits,  fee  falling  fickpefs 
Eradiations  after  meals,  to  pre- 
vent, 79 

Evil,  the  king’s,  fee  fcrophula 
Excoriations  of  the  bowels,  2, 
301 

Expectoration,  to  promote,  40, 
188,  28.,-,  392,  405,  430 
Eyes,  weak,  fore,  and  inflamed, 
2,  7,  54,  74,  87,97,  162, 163, 
181,  197,  213,  218,  226,37a 

F 

Fainting,  103 

Face,  to  beautify,  119,  fee  fkin 
Falling ficknefs,  38,  42,  153,  218, 
259,  271,  325,  336,  372,  374, 
401,  448,  458 

Fevers,  3,  28,51,54,93,97,  ”3* 
115,  132,  143,  147,  196,243, 
252,  305,  313,  316,  333,336, 
354,  371,  388,  40X,  416,427, 
436,  452 

putrid  or  peftilential,  27, 

54,  71,  75,  ro3*  n6,  152,  189, 
i9r,  309,  354,  437,  440,  460 

bilious,  27 

— intermitting,  fee  ague 

eruptive,  136 

Fifh,  to  catch,  106 
Fiftulas , to  cure,  217,  241 
Fits,  25,  2i» 

Flowers,  to  preferve,  473 


Fluxes 
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Fluxes  of  the  bowels,  2.  13.  17. 
48.  52.  56.  67.  70.  83.  96.  98. 
1 12.  142.  149-  x86.  198.  208. 
"211.  261.  323,  350.  351.  355. 
375.  421.  435-  463 

bloody,  26.  48.  52.  87. 

134.  136.  138.  148.  i-tf.  178. 
198.  208.  223.  241.  244.  246. 
aji.  *37*  .267.  293.  314.  344. 
326.  327,  335.  393.  396,  399. 
466 

Flatulence,  to  difperfe,  25.  47.  78. 

304 

Fleas , to  deltroy,  5.  192 
Fruits,  to  preferve,  473 
Fundament,  falling  down  of,  to 
cure,  376 

G 

Gangrene , fee  mortification 
Gout,  38.  42-.  46  64.  93.  1 19. 
128.  136.  19c.  202.  203.  206. 
217.  256.  333.  390.  393.  428. 
434-  445 

Gravel,  and  gravelly  complaints , 
10.  18.  28.  33.  36.  44,  36.  37. 
61.  63.  68.  82.  89.  91.  102. 

. 120.  133.  141.  145.  147.  13.3. 
186.  193.  203.  223.  229.  230. 
242.  261.  263.  268.  276.  284. 
283.  293.  297.  299.  301.  322. 

339.  360.  361.  362.  363.  366. 

37a.  377-  378.  389-  393-  394- 
403.  409.  413.  427.  429.431. 
457-  462 

Gripes,  34.  212.  fee  cholic 
Green  ficknefs , x 1 

Gums,  diforders  of,  48.  98.  iol. 
113.  149.  386 

H 

Hair,  to  turn  black,  136 
Hands,  chopt,  to  heal,  260 
Hemorrhages,  to  ftop,  17.  38.  56. 
70.  97.  142.  178.  181.  182.  223. 
244.  233.  261.  266.  309.314. 

340.  346.  369.  435 
Head-ach,  to  cure,  7.  ,39.  41. 

101.103.  109.  12X.  128.  r63. 
165.  £87.  206.  282.  303.  304. 
32 9.  365.  400.  401.  422.458. 
459 


Head,  diforders  of,  21.  4a.  97, 
ior.  X04.  j-14.  ix 7,  137.  185. 
*88.  28a.  308.  309. 321.  367. 
374.  43a 

to  ftrengthen,  26.  33. 

118 

4 — - giddinefs  of,  33.  121.  fee 
vertigo 

fcabby,  or  fore,  183.  263. 

296 

Heart,  palpitations  of,  33.  330 
Heartburn,  9 

Hemlock,  and  other  poifonous 
plants,  to  prevent  the  bad 
effects  of,  219.  220.  237. 

242 

Hoarfenefs,  to  cure,  36.  54.  157. 
180.  188.  197.  213.  237.  245. 
248.  250.  258.  285.  298.301. 
456.  462 

Hooping  cough,  22.  108.  144.  262. 

3a8.  343 

Humours,  iharp  arid  acrid  to  blunt 
and  thicken,  a.  22.  95.  197. 
214.  291.  301.  383 

grofs  and  thick,  to  cut 

and  attenuate,  32.  188.  248. 
352. 430 

to  excite  a difeharge  of 

from  the  head  ix.  20. 145. 164. 
248.  263.  277.  306.  364.  377* 
385.  414.  43a 
Hunger,  to  allay,  90 
Hyjleric,  diforders,  25.  30.  38.  58. 
72.  78.  80.  86.  100.  147.  178. 
194.  215.  238.  239.  262.  271. 
322.  330.  357.  365.  366.  368. 
374-  379-  401.  3>6.  433* 

458 

Hypochondriacal  complaints,  25. 
33-  54-  63.  77.  78.  184.  215. 
239.  236 

I 

Inflammations,  34.  5T.  73.  94. 
97.  130.  1 sSe  171.  284.  243* 
a8r.  347 

Infufims,  to  make,  476 

Itch , to  cure,  27.  87.  88.  108. 

148.  157.  171.  2x8.  424-  427 
IJfues,  the  difeharge  of  to  increafe, 
37--a63 
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J 

Jaundice,  yellow,  to  cure,  3,  6, 
11,  18,  19,  31,  33,  37,  41,  43, 
Ji,  53,  54,  58,  59,  60,  61,  63, 
64,  68,  74,  77,  78,  83,  87,  88, 
97,  103,  105,  113,  115,  130, 
133,  iz6,  159,  160,  163, 164, 

168,  305,  331,  334,  346,  336, 
»7r»  27 3,  290,  393,  396,  397, 
304,  333,  337,  346,  356,  359, 

360,  361,  363,  363,  364,  366, 
37°,  379,  380,  394,  395,  403, 
406,  409,  427,  429,  431,  434, 
436,  440,  446,  453,  467,  469 

K 

Kidneys , diforders  of,  61,  n» 

L 

Leprofy,  to  cure,  38 3 
Lethargy , to  cure,  365 
Lice,  to  deftroy,  88,  108,  363, 
432,  451 

Liver,  diforders  of,  61,  331,  333 
Limbs , numbnefs  of,  33 
Loathings  in  pregnant  women,  to 
prevent,  zoo 

Lownejs  of  [pints,  101,103 
Lungs , defluxions  on,  36,  43,  34, 
80,  108,  1 13,  137,  174,  197, 

361, 

M 

Madnefs,  to  cure,  313,  316,  448 
Mecfles,  113,  163,  303,  436 
Menfes , to  promote,  8,  9,  11,  31, 
23,  3°,  32,  38,  47,  51,  57,  J8, 
73,  80,  86,  87,  103,  X17,  130; 
133,  137,  145,  146,  163,  164, 

169,  180,  194,  210,  31 3,  218, 
230,  337,  339,360,373,  373, 
296,  303,  330,  332,  336,  361, 

362,  366,  374,  377,  379,  393, 
401,  407,  408,  409,  413,429, 
433*  44i,  443,  453 

to  check,  17,48,  52,  93,  97, 

138,  143,  178,  198,  208,  21 1, 
223,  239,  241,  244,  266,  267, 
283,  293,  294,  309,  324,  326, 
327,  33i,  333.  335,  340,  351, 
369,  375,  381,  399,  409,  418, 
421,  425,  442,  452,  466 


away,  32 

Mouth , forenefs  and  other  difor- 
ders of,  to  cure,  48,56,  97, 124, 
199,  278,  314,  333,  381,  386, 
388,  418,  438 

Mortification,  to  flop,  75,  191, 
217,  253,  426 

N 

Nervous  diforders,  9,  10,  25,  32, 
33,  86,  101,  103,  129,  146, 
166,  194,  215,  239,  256,  259, 
272,  282,  298,  303,  304,  307, 
308,  324,  329,  350,  365,  374, 
383,  385,  400,  401,439,  458, 
459 

Night  mare,  86,  339,  374,  401 

O 

ObJlriiBi'ons  of  the  vifcera,  &c.  6, 
9,  11,  30,  32,  42,  43,  44,  46, 
54,  60,  63,  72,  82,  87,  88,  89, 
91,  92,  102,  113,  115,  118, 
122,  126,  149,  150,  155,  157, 
*59>  i63»  165,  167,  168,  174, 
185,  188,  189,  190,  191,  303, 
205,  209,  215,  221,  237,  243, 
245,  246,  271,  373,  290,  293, 
296,  297,  298,  303,  304,  308, 
311,  333,  337,  343,  346,  353, 
35 9>  36o,  362,  366,  367,  373, 
374,  379>  395,  400,  402,  404, 
408,  415,425,  427,  429,431, 
436.  441,  446,  451,  453,  459, 
467 

Ointments,  to  make,  482 

Oils , 482 

P 

Pain,  to  eafe,  32,  55,  121,  135, 
175,  218,  223,  279,  334,  347, 
382,  390,  426 

in  the  ftomach,  13,  73 

obftinate,  341 

Palfy,  to  cure,  42,  75,  76,  90, 
271, 272,  336 

Paralytic  diforders,  32,  57,  81, 
129,  133,  161,  241,  318,  346, 
365,  368,  400,  438 

Piles , to  promote,  11 

Piles, 


I N D 


496 

Piles,  to  cure,  55,  59,  73,  m, 
171,  241,  264,  266,  270,  3I2j 
33r>  334.  335,  356,  369,  370, 
. 375,  376>  409,  418,442,451, 

45*,  456 

Pills,  to  make,  480 
Pejlilential  dtforders , 12,  22,  174, 
293,  372 

Phlegm , to  cut  and  difperfe,  46, 
169 

Poifon,  to  refift,  152,  206,  321 
Purgatives,  73,  131,  150,  155, 
J70,  1 75,  179,  180,  215,  221, 
222,  227,  228,  246,  249,  275, 

. ^82,  302,  310,  320,  337,  380, 
402,  416,  419,  421,  454,  461, 
462 

Purge,  an  excellent  one  for  chil- 
dren, 398,  462 

Purging,  to  flop,  2,  13,  26,  69, 
83,  114,  115,  127,  134,  142, 
149,  198,  241,  244,  246,  266, 
267,  27.0,  283,  291,  293,  306, 
3*3,  3*3,  3*6,  33*,  333,  334, 
340,  350,  378,  381,  383,  388, 
395,  39 7»  4i8,  420,  423,  425, 
435,  44*.  45* 

Perfpiration,  to  promote.  See 
fweating 

Putrefaction,  to  refift,  11,  27,  44, 
116,  173,  174,  188,  253,  437, 
440,  460 

CL 

®uinfey,to  cure,  368,  384 

R 

Rickets,  to  cure,  167 
Rheumatifm,  5,  38,  49,  50,  63, 
75,  1 3 3 » I49>  17 5,  180,  190, 
205,  206,  218,  223,  228,  242, 
246,  256,  263,  273,  336,  337, 
339,  358,  365,  393>  406,  408, 
416,  417,  432,  45* 

Ring-worms,  to  cure,  84,  87 
Roots,  to  preferve,  470 
Rot  in fheep,  to  cure,  155 
Rupturw,  48,  176,  326,  403 

S 

Saint  Anthony’s  fire,  264,  335 
Salivation,  to  check,  237 


E X. 

Sciatica,  to  cure,  5,  38,  49,  Jls, 
150,  202,  223,  246,  332,  377, 
39° 

Scalds,  16,  34,  38,  156,  243,  281, 
333,  345, 347 

Scorbutic  complaints,  to  cure,  4, 
7,  8,  64,  95,  102,  1 18,  125, 
126,  139,  141,  145,  148,  149, 
IJO>  15 9>  160,  172,  184,  232, 
*33>  *4*>  271,  326,  336,  377, 
380,  387,  411,  425,  438,  464 
Scrophulous  complaints  and  fwel- 
lings,  23,  64,  no,  nr,  150, 
154,  171,  183,  190,  194,  207, 
226,  240,  252,  332,  370,  464 
Scurvy,  44,  51,-  59,  64,  76,  82, 
89>  94,  133,  17 206,  221, 
389,  417 

Shingles,  to  cure,  213,  264 
Skin,  to  beautify  and  cure  difor- 
ders  of,  34,  40,  41,  133,  185, 
231,  242,  321,  33J»  347,  364, 
414,  416,  417,  427,  435,  439 
Small-pox,  113,  152,  163,  305,. 
436,  452 

Sores.  See  ulcers. 

Soporific,  or  Jleepy  diforders,  to 
cure,  20 

Sneezing,  to  provoke,  101,  164, 
194,  248,  281,  306,  385,  423 
Spots  in  the  eye,  to  take  away,  86 
Stomach,  diforders  of,  78,  85,  96, 
98,  99,  100,  104,  114,  129, 
133,137,  146,  160,  173,  184, 
187, 189,  191,  304,  309,  321, 
322,  354,  366,  367,  368,  401, 
429,  469 

• to  ftrengthen,  8,  13,  26, 

32,  33,  72,  79,  81,  118,  169, 
193,  200,  242,  248,  261,  277, 
291,  303,  306,  323,  336,  350, 
399,  429,  435,  446,  467,  468 
Stone , 10,  18,  28,  35,  44,  56, 
68,  82,  120,  141,  203,  225, 
229,  242,  276,  301,  346,  36*,* 
364,  392,394,  409,  427,  434 
Stranguary,  2,  8,  10,  28,  36,  78, 
90,  91,  130,  159,  174,  182, 
229,  299,  382,  387,  393,  434, 
449 

Stitches , to  remove,  135,  325 
Sprains,  to  help,  124,  X39,  326 

Sweating , 
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Sweating,  to  promote,  13,  51, 
69,  78,  87,  95,  103,  1 16,  ir8, 
121,  147,  152,  1 55,  IJ7»  17 3, 
196,  218,  23.2,  257,  279,  305, 
3i3>  32°)  347,  353)  371)  372, 
383,  392,  40i,  404,  408,  425, 
427,  434,  43.6,  437,  46o 
Swellings,  to  difperfe,  23,  64,95, 
no,  in,  150,  154,  171,252, 
3rJ»  325,  344,  364,  426 
Syrups , to  make,  478 

T 

Teeth,  Ioofe,  to  fatten,  48,  97, 
381 

and  Gums,  to  preferve, 

307,  39r»  434 

Tetters , to  cure,  80,  87,  166 
Tendons,  contracted,  281 
Thirjl , to  extinguifh,  103,  200, 
333  r , 

Thorns,  is  c.  to  draw  out  of  the 
flefh,  42 

TinSures,  to  make,  480 
Thrujh,  to  cure,  18,  56,  243 
Tooth-ach,  to  ftop,  39,  55,  104, 
145,  277,  304,  333,  365,  368, 
377,  414,  423,  451 
Throat,  forenefs  of,  to  cure,  4, 
34,  56,  78,  113,  124,  136, 

1 55,  158,  199)  214,  231,  266, 
278,  346,  381,  386,  388,414, 
418,  435,  442 

Tumours,  to  diffolve,  and  dif- 
perfe, 4,  34,  58,  63,  75,  i6r, 
163,  170,  175,  227,  230,  281, 
.315,  344,  348 

U 

Urine,  to  increafe,  8,  9,  13,  44, 
47,  53)  55)  56,  57,  59,  6o>  77, 
87,  89,  91,  92,  94,  95,  202, 
103,  125,  133,  137,  244,147, 
153,  r55»  257,  159,  260,  262, 
163,  164,  173,  174,  186,188, 
?94,  19 5,  201,  205,  210,  218, 
229,  231,  245,  248,  256,260, 
261,  268,  271,  272,  279,284, 
290,  293,  296,  311,  316,  337, 
No.  XIV.  S 


338,  346,  356,  36r,  3 63,  37i, 
377,  379,  393,  402,  403,  405, 
407,  408,  409,  413,  425,427, 
430,  431,  436,  440,  441,  443, 
457,  462,  467,  469 
Urine , heat  of,  28,  229,  301,  373, 
383,  447 

incontinence  of,  48 

bloody,  239,  376  _ 

difficulty  of  making,  261, 

3°r,  453 

Urinary  pajjages,  diforders  of,  35, 
57,  130,  229,  239,  285,  340, 
373,  375,  466 

Ulcers,  to  cleanfe  and  heal,  11, 
46,  53,  70,  74,  97,  I1*,  171, 
181,  217,  218,  252,  261,  266, 
3i7,  3j8,  330,  338,  348,  352, 
375 

V 

Vertigo , 33,  272,  303,  3*5,  329, 
401 

Venereal  difeafe,  51,  68,  95,  143, 
206,  246,  258,  262,  268,  275, 
284,  307,  3*8,  34i,  373,  408, 

410,  411,  424,  432 

Vomiting,  to  ftop,  278,  321,  326, 

350,  383,  388,  391*  447 

Venemous  creatures,  321 

W 

Warts,  to  take  away,  34,  87, 
128,  439,  457 
Weapons , poil'oned,  17 
Wens,  332 

Whites,  to  ftop,  2,  1 5,  52,  97, 
100,  112,  127,  134,  153,  208, 
241,  247,  268,  282,  284,  293, 
307,  324,  326,  327,  37 3,  375, 
378,  381,  423 

Wind,  to  difperfe,  8,  25,  32, 
79,  81,  82,  89,  100,  103,  114, 
116,  135,  244,  162,  187,193, 
210,  293,  320,  336,  359,  366, 
372,  428 

Worms,  to  deftroy,  9,  11,  37, 
42,  48,  58,  63,  80,  88,  152, 
157,  167,  168,  169,  178,  188, 
ff  *89, 
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189,  190,  192,  237,  246, 256, 
259>  271,  273,  275,  296,  330, 
333>  337>  353»  412,  426,441, 
447*  451*  468,  469 
Wounds,  internal,  3,  7>  I98, 
aa  5 


to  heal,  41,  46,  J9,  tSf 
67,  70,  134,  139,  146,  176, 
207,  222,  225,  261,  266,  290, 
292»  3I3>  3IJ>  336,  3ji,  3J5, 
39°*  4i8,  450,  4J5*  466 
Woods,  topreferve,  472 
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LATELY  PUBLISHED, 

MAY  N 0 W BE  HAD  OF 

T.  PEARSON,  No.  99,  High-ftreet,  Birmingham, 

o R 

R.  Baldwin,  Pater-nofter  Row,  London. 


tn  One  Volume , bound  neatly  in  Calf,  Price  i).  8s.  or  in  48  Sixpenny 
Numbers,  delivered  voeekly, 

THE  NEW  AND  IMPROVED  EDITION  IN  QUARTO  OF 

Mr.  BASKERVILLE’s  celebrated 

HOLY  BIBLE, 

Containing  the  Sacred  Text  of  the  OLD  and  NEW 
TESTAMENTS:  with  the  Apocrypha  at  Large. 

Illuftrated  with  Notes,  Theological,  Practical,  Critical, 
and  Explanatory. 

Adorned  with  all  the  Elegant  Plates  of  the  former  Edition, 
AND  UPWARDS  OF  THIRTY  NEW  ONES,  of  thofe 
great  Mafters  Raphael,  Michael  Angelo,  Annibal  and 
Louis  Carrache,  Pitteri,  Verdier,  Car  1,0  Marr  ati, 
Rubens,  Lud  Cheron,  Bassan,  Titian,  Dominique, 
Velasquez,  Baroche,  Vanloo,  Schiavone,  and  Pietro 
de  Cortone,  taken  from  the  origin  al  Pai nti  ngs  in  foreign 
Countries,  and  which  have  never  appeared  in  this  Kingdom  ; and 
enriched  with  other  Plates  from  New  D esi  gns,  by  an  em  ine  nt 
Modern  Artist. 

The  very  high  Price  of  the  late  Mr.  BASKERVILLE’s  CE- 
LEBRATED BIBLE,  and  its  great  Scarcity  precluding  all  but 
the  moft  Opulent  from  being  Pofleflors  of  it ; the  Publifhers  of 
the  prefent  Edition,  in  order  to  render  the  Purchafe  of  a Book  fo 
valuable,  and  fo  much  fought  after,  easy  to  all  ranks  and 
Stations,  have  determined  to  reprint  it,  and  in  a Size  by  far 
the  moft  CONVENIENT  and  DESIRABLE.  And  though  the 
Expence,  the  Weight,  and  the  Cumberfomcnefs  of  a large  Folio 
are  avoided,  yet  theTypewith  whichitis  printed  will  be  as  clear, 

S f f 2 as 


BOOKS  lately  publijhed 


AS 


FULL,  AND  NEARLY  AS  large  as  that  of  the  OR  I G I Ra  L 
Edition;  whereby  it  is  equally  calculated  for  the  Sight  of 
Readers  the  MOST  AGED,  as  well  as  for  younger  Perfons. 


But  what  will  principally  recommend  this  Work,  are  the  An- 
gular Advantages  which  it  derives  from  the  Labour  and  Learn- 
ing  of  the  Editors.  Mod  of  the  Notes  which  were  in  Mr.  Baf- 
kerville’s  Edition  are  reprinted  with  conilderable  Additions;  but 
their  chief  Objett  has  been  to  avail  tbemfelves  of  the  Collations 
that  have  lately  been  made  of  different  Manufcripts  of  the  He- 
brew Text,  by  Dr.  Kennicott,  in  this  Country,  and  Mr. 
Rossi,  in  Italy;  and  alfo  of  the  Conjectures  of  many  learned 
Men  for  reftoring  PafTages,  with  refpedt  to  which  all  Manu- 
fcripts and  Ancient  Verfions  fail  us.  They  alfo  note  the  prin- 
cipal Variations  from  the  common  Tranflation  by  Bishop 
Lowth  and  others,  who  have  given  new  Verfions  of  particular 
Books  of  Scripture.  Nothing  of  this  Kind  has  yet 

EEEN  ATTEMPTED  IN  ANY  EDITION  OP  THE  BlBLE. 


But  what  they  flatter  themfelves  will  Hill  more  recommend  this 
Edition  to  thofe  who  wifh  to  read  the  five  Books  of  Mofes  as  they 
came  from  the  Hands  of  the  Author,  is,  that  they  infert  in  the 
1 ext  (though  dillinguiflied  by  inverted  Commas)  many  Addi- 
tions which  are  preferved  in  the  Samaritan  Copy  of  the  Pen- 
tateuch, and  which  no  Man  of  Learning  now  doubts  tobe  much 
more  complete  than  that  of  the  Jews;  fince,  to  fave  themfelves  - 
the  1 rouble  of  Transcribing,  they  have  omitted  many  Claufes, 
and  efpecially  Repetitions  of  the  fame  Thing  in  different  Con- 
nexions, which  are  fo  frequent  in  the  Scriptures,  and  fo  agree- 
able to  ancient  limplicity.  In  many  cafes  this  has  been  done 
with  fo  little  Judgment,  as  Dr.  Kennicott  and  others  have 
(hewn,  that  Claufes  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  Senfe  have  been 
left  out.  Mere  Variations  from  the  Samaritan  Copy  are  in- 
serted in  the  Notes. 


The  additional  Notes,  for  the  illuftration  of  difficult  PafTages, 
are  colledled  from  all  Writers  without  Diftinflion,  and  many 
ingenious  ones  from  foreign  Publications,  as  may  be  fee n from 
the  following  refpe&able  Lill  of  the  learned  Authors  and 
critical  Wo r ks  employed,  viz. 


BifhopBAR  r i ng ton,  in  Bow- 
yer’s  Conjectures, 

JMr.  Blaney, 

IVlr.  Bowye r. 

Commentaries  and  Essays, 
by  a Society  for  promoting 
the  Knowledge  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, 

Dr.  Chandler, 

Mr.  Dawson, 

Dr.  Dukei.l, 

Dr.  Green, 

Mr.  Hal  let, 

Mr.  Heath, 

Hpubjgant, 


Dr.  Hunt, 

Dr.  Kenni cott, 

Bifhop  Lowth, 

Martin,  the  Benedifline, 
Markland,  in  Bowyer, 

Mr.  Merrick, 

Bifhop  Newcome, 

Dr.  Owen,  in  Bowyer, 
Pilkincton, 

Bifhop  Pearce, 

The  Theological  Reposi- 
tory, 

Dr.  Wall, 

Whiston,  &c. 


This 


by  T.  PEARSON. 

This  Bible  (after  the  prefent  Edition  has  appeared)  not  being 
likely  to  be  again  reprinted,  at  leaft  for  Numbers  of  Years,  and 
as  many  may  wifli  to  have  a Work  fo  highly  reputed,  with  every 
Advantage,  a few  Copies  are  printed  on  fine  Paper,  at  One 
Shilling  each,  with  firftlmpreflions  of  the  Plates. 


Price  only  zs.  6d.  neatly  bound, 

TAYLOR’s  ARITHMETICIAN’S  GUIDE; 

Or,  A complete  EXERCISE-BOOK,  for  the  Ufe  of  public 
Schools  and  private  Teachers. 

Alfa,  Price  4s.  bound, 

A KEY  TO  THE  ABOVE, 

Containing  the  Solutions  at  full  Length  of  all  the  Queflions  pro- 
pofed  in  the  GUIDE—  -Being  very  necejfary  for  all  TUTORS. 

By  WILLIAM  TAYLOR, 

' Teacher  of  the  Mathematics,  and  Land  Surveyor,  Birmingham , and 
Author  of  feveral  Arithmetical  Treatifes,  Excile-l’ahles,  (s'c. 

In  compofing  the  GUIDE  the  Author’s  great  Objedl  has  been 
(and  in  which  he  flatters  himfelfhe  has  fucceeded)  to  fhorten  the 
Time  ufually  fpent  in  a Courfe  of  Arithmetical  Study,  thereby 
rendering  both  to  Pupil  and  Mailer,  the  Talk  of  Education  more 
eafy  and  agreeable.  With  a due  Regard  to  the  Capacities  of  Pu- 
pils, he  has  omitted  nothing  which  fuch  a Work  Ihould  include. 
A Variety  of  fuch  new  and  ufeful  Qtieftions  as  are  moll  likely  to 
occur  in  Bufinefsare  introduced,  with  their  Anfwers  annexed, 
and  in  order  to  render  the  Rules  Hill  more  clear  and  familiar  to 
the  Pupil,  he  has,  where  he  deemed  it  neceflary,  given  at  full 
length  the  Work  of  the  firfl  Examples  in  each  Rule;  moft  of  which 
are  varied  or  proved  by  feme  other  Methods  of  Work.  'Phis, 
though  it  has  never  been  attended  to  by  Arithmetical  Writers,  is, 
he  is  perluaded,  of  the  firfl  Importance,  as  it  will  tend  ftill  more 
to  convince  the  Learners  of  the  Truth  ot  the  Rules. 

In  the  KEY  (which  is  publilhed  at  the  Requeft  of  feveral  emi- 
nent Mathematicians  and  Schoolmaflers  who  haveleen  it  in  Ma- 
nuscript) the  Solutions  follow  the  Order  of  the  Queflions  in  the 
Guide,  are  numbered  the  fame,  and  the  Titles  of  all  the  Rules 
run  along  the  top  of  the  Pages,  fo  that  there  can  be  no  Difficulty 
in  finding  the  Solution  of  any  particular  Queltion;  whereby  this 
Work  is  neceflary  for  all  Tutors  and  others  who  make  Ufe  of  the 
Guide.  In  all  the  different  Parts  of  this  Work,  where  it  could 
conveniently  be  done,  he  has  varied  the  Operations  by  way  of 
Proof,  bccaufe  it  difeovers  the  Realon  of  the  Queftion,  and  con- 
tributes very  much  towards  a thorough  undcrltanding  of  it. 

Alfo,  by  the  fame  Author,  Price  zs.  f ewed, 

A COLLECTION  OF  TABLES, 

Defigned  not  only  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Officers  of  his  Majefly’s 
Revenue  of  Excife;  but  for  all  Traders  who  are  liable  to  Excise 

Duties, 


BOOKS  lately  published 

Duties,  upon  a different  Plan  from  any  before  extant. Alfa 

containing  Tables  of  5I.  and  15I.  per  Cent,  with  other  neceffary 
and  ufeful  Tables.  ' 


Price  is.  6d.  bound, 

A SHORT  INTRODUCTION  TO 

ENGLISH  GRAMMAR, 

Adapted  to  the  Ufe  of  Schools,  with  an  Appendix.  Con- 
taining, I.  Grammatical  Figures  and  Examples  of  the  Ellipfts. 
II.  Obfervations  upon  Tranfpofttion,  with  Examples.  III.  Ob- 
servations upon  the  Derivation  of  Words.  IV.  Examples  of 
Grammatical  Analyfis.  V.  Ungrammatical  Englilh  to  be  cor- 
redled  by  way  of  F.xercife. 

By  EDWARD  H A R R O L D. 

The  Monthly  Reviewers  have  fpoktn  of  this  Grammar  as  follows...- 

“ Concife  but  clear  and  accurate.  TheRules  are  well  explained, 
and  the  IUullrations  are  judicioufly  chofen.  The  grammatical 
Analyfis,  in  the  Appendix,  is  equally  copious,  corrett,  and  in- 
itruttive.  it  is,  we  think,  a very  good  Model  for  Mailers  who 
would  lead  their  Pupils  through  the  various  Gradations  of  Speech, 
from  the  fimplelt  Elements  to  the  more  complex  Forms  of 
Language.” 


Price  4.S.  bound, 

The  GARDENER’S  CALENDAR, 

AND 

FLORIST  S’  GUIDE; 

Containing  an  account  of  the  Work  neceffary  to  be  done  in  the 
Hot-Houfe,  Green-Houfe,  Shrubbery,  Kitchen,  Flower,  and 
Fruit  Gardens,  for  every  Month  in  the  Year,  with  proper  Di- 
rections, according  to  the  neweft  Methods  now  in  Practice 
among  the  bell  Gardeners. 

By  JAMES  M A I R. 


Price  7$.  6d.  in  Boards, 

(Adorned  with  upwards  of  twenty  Maps,  Plans,  and  Engravings  of 
the  principal  Buildings  in  the  Town') 

AN  HISTORY  OF  BIRMINGHAM, 

From  the  rcmotelt  Periods  of  which  we  have  any  hillorical  Ac- 
count to  the  prefent  Time. 

By  W.  HUTTON,  F.  A.  S.  S. 


ly  T.  PEARSON. 

Alfo,  by  tie  fame  Author,  Price  5s.  in  Boar  At, 

The  BATTLE  OF  BOSWORTH  FIELD, 

Between  Richard  the  Third  and  Henry  Earl  of  Richmond  j 

Wherein  is  defcribed  the  Approach  of  both  Armies,  with  a 
Plan  of  the  Battle,  its  Conlequences,  the  Fall,  Treatment,  and 
Charadter  ofRichard;  to  which  is  prefixed,  by  way  of  Introduc- 
tion, an  Hiftory  of  his  Life  till  he  aflumed  the  Regal  Power. 

Alfo,  by  the  fame  Author,  Price  6s.  in  Boards, 

COURTS  OF  REQUESTS, 
Their  Nature,  Utility,  and  Powers  defcribed, 

With  a Variety  of  Cases  determined  in  that  of  Birmingham. 

The  Monthly  Reviewers  for  December,  1788,  remark,  that  the 
Author  appears  perfedlly  acquainted  with  the  Nature,  Powers, 
Limits,  and  Juriididtion  of  a Court  ofRequefts;  and  they  recom- 
mend the  Book  to  the  Perufal  of  all  his  Brother  Commiflioners 
(of  Courts  ofRequefts)  as  a valuable  Colledtion  of  Reports  and 
general  Maxims,  by  which  they  may  with  Credit  to  themfelves, 
diredt  their  Condudt  in  fimilar  Cafes. 

Like  wife.  Price  One  Shilling, 

An  APPENDIX  to  the  above,  in  a 

DISSERTATION  ON  JURIES, 

With  a Defcription  of  the  HUNDRED  COURT. 

Alfo,  by  the  fame  Author,  Price  2 s.  6d.  fewed, 

The  HISTORY  of  a JOURNEY  from 

BIRMINGHAM  TO  LONDON. 


Price  as.  neatly  bound, 

A VOCABULARY,  or  Pocket  Dictionary. 

To  which  is  prefixed,  a Compendious  Grammar  of  the 
Englilh  Language, 

By  the  Rev.  Dr.  PRIESTLEY. 

'was  printed  by  Mr.  Bajhcrville,  in  his  tfual  Stile  of  Elegance  and 
but  few  Copies  remain  of  it. 


Price  4s.  in  Boards, 

A NEW  TREATISE  UPON  FARRIERY, 

Pointing  out  the  Errors  now  in  Pradlice  for  the  Prevention  of 
Difeafes  in  Horfes ; giving  an  Account  of  the  various  Symptoms 
of  their  approaching  Diforders,  and  the  belt  Methods  of  treating 

them 


BOOKS,  fcfr.i 

«hem  during  their  Illnefs,  with  general  Rules  to  be  obferved  in 
Bleeding  and  Purging,  and  the  molt  expeditious  Means  of  curing 
all  Wounds,  Bruifes,  &c. 

By  WILLIAM  PERKS,  Farrier. 

The  Whole  being  the  Refult  of  upwards  of  Forty  Years  Pradticc 

and  Experience. 


Price  5 s.  fevced,  4. 10 . 

A NOMENCLATURE; 

OrDi&ionary  inEngliih,  French,  Spanifh,  and  German, 
Of  the  principal  Articles  manufactured  in  this  Kingdom,  more 
particularly  thole  in  the  Hardware  and  Cutlery  Trades.  The 
exported  and  imported  and  nautical  Terms  interfpprfed  \yitli 
Fhrafes  peculiar  to  Trade  and  Commerce  in  general. 

By  DANIEL  LOBO, 

Notary  Public,  and  Tranflator  of  the  modern  Languages. 


Price  5s.  fenued,  Svo. 

The  Birmingham  READY  CALCULATOR, 

Shewing,  in  Twenty  Tables,  the  Sums  necelTary  from  One 
Shilling  to  Fifty  Pounds,  to  produce  real  Profits  from  at  to  50 
per  Cent,  in  the  felling  Prices. 

By  C.  B E R N E C K E R. 


Price  only  is.  fewed,  and  is.  6 d.  bound, 

The  POWER  of  RELIGION  on  the  MIND  in  RE- 
TIREMENT, SICKNESS,  and  at  DEATH, 

Exemplified  in  the  Teltimonies  and  Experience  of  Men,  diltin- 
guilhed  by  their  Greatnefs,  Learning,  or  Virtue. 

This  Collection  was  made,  and  is  now  produced  with  a 
View  to  excite  ferious  Reflections  on  the  unfatisfying  and  tran- 
fitory  Nature  of  temporal  Enjoyments,  and  to  promote  a fervent 
Concern  for  the  Attainment  ol  that  Felicity  which  will  be  fure, 
complete,  and  permanent. 


For  the  Ufe  of  the  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

An  Introduction  to  the  Reading  of  the  Holy  Bible,  Price  is.  6i. 
bound. 

A Short  Abridgment  of  the  Bible,  with  Refledtions,  and  2 
Ciitechifm  of  Queltions,  Price  8d.  half  bound. 
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